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A

PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICALHISTORY
O F T H E

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
O F T H E

EUROPEANS
IN THE

EAST AND WEST INDIES.

BOOK I.

INTRODUCTION.

NO event has been lb interefting to man- book
kind in general, and to the inhabitants of l :.'*

Europe in particular, as the difcovery of Th
.

e difc°-
x A venes, wars^

the new world, and the pafTage to India by the Cape and con-

. . .
queftsofthej

of Good Hope. It gave rife to a revolution in the Porwguefe

' . -7 r . . in the Eaft

commerce, and in the power or nations ; and in indies.

the manners, induftry, and government of the

whole world. At this period, new connections were

formed by the inhabitants of the moft diftant re-

gions, for the iupply of wants they had never be-

fore experienced. The productions of climates

fituated under the equator, were confumed in

countries bordering on the pole ; the induftry of

the north was tranfplanted to the fouth ; and the

Vol. I. B inhabitants



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
inhabitants of the weft were cloathed with the 'ma-

nufactures of the eaft ; a general intercourfe of

opinions, laws and cuftoms, difeafes" and remedies,

virtues and vices, was eftabliftied among men. •

Every thing has changed, and muft change

again. But it is a queftion, whether the revolu-

tions that are parTed, or thofe which muft hereafter

take place, have been, or can be of any utility to

the human race ? Will they ever add to the tran-

quillity, the hap'pinefs, and the pleafures of man-

kind ? Can they improve our prefent ftate, or do

they only change it ?

The Europeans have founded colonies in all

parts, but are they acquainted with the principles

on which they ought to be formed ? They have

eftabliftied a commerce of exchange, of the pro-

ductions of the earth and of manufactures. This

commerce is transferred from one people to an-

other. Can we not difcover by what means, and

in what lituations this has been effected ? Since

America and the paffage by the Cape has been

known, fome nations' that were of no confequence

are become powerful : others; that were the terror1

of Europe, have. loft their authority. How has

the condition of thefe feveral people been affected

by thefe difcoveries ? How comes it to pafs that

thofe to whom Nature has been moft liberal, are

not always the richeft and moft ilourifhing ? To
throw fome light on thefe important queftions, we

muft take a view of the ftate of Europe before thefe.

difcoveries were made ; we muft trace circum-

stantially the events they have given rife to ; and

conclude
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

conclude with examining it, as it prefents itfelf at B ° ° K

this day.

The commercial Hates have civilized all others.

The Phoenicians, whofe extent of country and in-

fluence were extremely limited, acquired by their

genius for naval enterprifes, an importance which

ranked them foremoft in the hiftory of the antient

nations.

They are mentioned by writers of every clafs*

They were known to the moll diftant climes, and

their fame has been tranfmitted to fucceeding ages*

Situated on a barren coait, feparated from the

continent by the Mediterranean on the one fide,

and the mountains of Libanus on the other; they

feem to have been deflined by Nature for the do-

minion of the fea. Fifhing taught them the art of

navigation, and furnifhed them with the purple dye

which they extracted from the murex : at the fame

time the fea-fand led them to difcover the fecret of

making glafs. Happy in poneffing fo few natural

advantages, fince the want of thefe awakened that

fpirit of invention and induftry, which is the parent

of arts and opulence !

It mult be confeffed, that the fituation of the

Phoenicians was admirably adapted to extend their

commerce to every part of the world. By inha-

biting, as it were, the confines of Africa, Afia,

and Europe, if they could not unite the inhabi-

tants of the globe in one common interett, they at

leaft had it in their power, by a commercial inter-

courfe, to communicate to every nation the en-

joyments of all climates. But the antients whom
B 2 we



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
we have fo often excelled, though we have derived

much ufeful knowledge from them, had not means

fufficient to enable them to eftablifh an univerfal

commerce. The Phoenicians had no fhipping ex-

cept gallies •, they only carried on a coafting trade,

and their failing was. confined to the Mediterranean.

Though this ftate was the model upon which other

maritime powers were formed, it is not fo eafy to

determine what they have, ' as what they might have

perfprm cd* We may form a conjecture of their

population by their colonies. It is faid that their

numbers extended along the coafls of the Mediter-

ranean, particularly on the fhores of Africa.

Tyre or Sidon, the queen of the ocean, gave

birth to Carthage. While the opulence of Tyre

invited tyrants to rivet its fetters, Carthage, the

offspring of Tyre, notwithftanding its riches, had

this happy advantage over the parent ftate, that it

enjoyed its liberty. It commanded the coafts of

Africa, and had pofleffion of Spain, which in thofe

days was the richeit. country in Europe, and famous

for gold and filver mines of its own, though defti-

ncd, at the ex-pence of fo much bloodfhed, to ac-

quire others in the new world.

Had the Roman power never exifted, Carthage

would in all probability have been nothing more

than a commercial Hate ; but the ambition of one

nation excited all the reft to relinguilh the arts of

commerce for thofe of war, and either to conquer

or to perilh. Carthage, after a long and glorious

contcit for the empire of the world, was forced to

fubmifi to the all-fubduing genius of Rome. The

fubverfion
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fubverfion of a republic, which gloried in its in-

duftry, and owed its power to its fkill in ufeful arts,

was, perhaps, a misfortune to Europe, and to the

world in general.

Greece, interfered ever)7 where by feas, mud:

-neceffarily flouriiri by commerce. Its pofition in the

Archipelago, and its diflance from any large conti-

nent, feemed to make it unlikely .that it mould

either conqueror be conquered. Situated between

Afia and Europe, it contributed to civilize both

the one and the other, and enjoyed a deferved mare

of profperity, as the reward of its fervices. As al-

moft all the Greeks came either from Egypt or

Phoenicia, they brought along with them the know-

ledge and induflry of thofe countries ; but of all

the Afiatic colonies, thofe were the moll: flourishing

and happy, that had a turn for commerce.

Athens employed her firfl fhips either in carry-

ing on a trade with 'Afia, or in planting as many

colonies as Greece in her infancy might have re-

ceived from thence: butthefe emigrations involved

them in wars. The Perfians, living under an arbi-

trary government, would not even fuffer any free

people to fettle on the confines of the fea ; and the

Satraps inculcated into the great king, the dodtrine-

of univerfal flavery. This was the fourceof all the

wars in Alia Minor, where the Athenians found means

to make all the infular and maritime ftates either

their allies or their fubjedts. Athens enlarged her com-

merce by her victories, and her power by her com-

merce. All the arts made their appearance in Greece

at the fame time, together with the luxury of Afia.

B 3 Commerce,
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book Commerce, agriculture, and the means of popu^
*—

v

' lation, were introduced into Sicily by theGreeks and

the Carthaginians. Rome, who beheld their progrefs

with a jealous eye, feized upon that ifland which

was deftined to fupply it with fubfiftence; and hav-

ing driven out the two nations that contended for

the fovereignty of it, attacked firft one, and then the

other. From the moment that Carthage was de-

ilroyed, Greece trembled for her fate. But it was

Alexander who marked the way for the Romans

;

nor was it poffible, perhaps, that the Greeks could

have been fubdued by a foreign power, if they had

not firft conquered each other. Commerce is finally

deflroyed by the riches it accumulates, as power is

by its own conquefts ; and when the commerce of

the Greeks had failed in the Mediterranean, it no

longer fubiifted in any part of the known world.

The Greeks, by improving upon all the fciences

and arts they had received from the Egyptians and

Tynans, elevated human reafon to a high degree

of perfection : but it has been reduced fo low by

the fubfequent revolutions of empires, that in all

probability it will never rife again to the fame ftan-

dard. Their admirable inftitutions were fuperior

to the beft we have at this day. The plan upon

which they founded their colonies does honour to

their humanity. As all the arts owed to them their

rife, and perfection, they did not furvive the fate

of their protectors : It is evident from fome works

of Xenophon, that the Greeks were better ac-

quainted with the principles of trade, than molt

modern nations are at prefent.

If
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If we confider that the Europeans have the ad- 3

vantage of all the knowledge of the Greeks, that

their commerce is infinitely more extenfive, that

lince the improvements in navigation, their ideas

are directed to greater, and more various objects ;

it is aftonifhing that they mould not have the moll

palpable fuperiority over them. But it muft be ob-

lerved, that when thefe people arrived at the know-

ledge of the arts and of trade, they were juft pro-

duced as it were from the hands of nature, and had

all the powers neceflary to improve the talents me

had given them : whereas the European nations had

the misfortune to be retrained by laws, by govern-

ment, and by an exclufive and imperious religion.

In Greece the arts of trade met with men, in Europe

with Haves. Whenever the abfurdities of our in-

ftitutions have been pointed out, we have taken

pains to correct them, without ever daring, totally

to overthrow the edifice. We have remedied fome

abufes, by introducing others ; and, in our efforts

to fupport, reform and palliate, we have adopted

more contradictions and adfurdities in our manners,

than are to be found among the mod barbarous peo-

ple. For this reafon, if the arts mould ever gain

admiffion among the Tartars and Iroquois, they will

make an infinitely more rapid progrefs among them,

than they can ever do in Ruffia and Poknd.

The Romans, formed for conquefl:, though they

dazzled the world with an appearance of grandeur,

fell ihort of the Greeks in their improvements in

philofophy, and the arts. They promoted an inter-

courle between different nations, not by uniting them

B 4 by
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by the ties of commerce, but by impofing upon

them the fame yoke of fubordination. They ra-

vaged the globe, which, when reduced to fubjec-

tion, they left in a ftate rather of lethargy than

tranquillity. Their defpotifm and military govern-

ment oppreffed the people, extinguiihed the powers

of genius, and degraded the human race,

Constantine parTed two laws, which, though

Montefquieu has not ventured to reckon them a*

rnong the caufes of the declenfion of the empire,

threw every thing into ftill greater diforder. The
firft, dictated by imprudence and fanaticifm, though

it appeared to be the effect: of humanity, affords a

proof that great innovations are often attended with

great danger ; and that the original rights of man-

kind cannot always be made the ftandard of govern-

ment. By this law, all flaves who mould embrace

chriftianity, were allowed their freedom. Thus,

while thofe who had hitherto dragged on a preca-

rious exigence were reinftated in their primitive

rights, the ftate was weakened ; becaufe the pro-

prietors of large tracts of land were deprived of the

number of hands neceffary for their improvement,

and were for fame time reduced to the extremeft

indigence. On the other hand, the new converts,

having no property themfelves, or any certain means

of fubfiftence, were not in a condition to am ft the

government, in repairing the injury it had done to

their mailers. It is equally impoflible that they

fhould have any attachment to a ftate which did no$

afford them fubfiftence, or to a religion, which the

irrefiftible defire of liberty alone induced them to

embrace.
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embrace. By another edid, paganifm was prohi- B °

I
° K

. bited throughout the whole empire; and thus thefe '—«—

'

extenfive dominions were inhabited by men, whofe

attachment to each other, and to the ftate, was no

longer fecured by the folemn fandtions of religion :

having no priefts, no temples, no public morals*

they had no motives to excite them to repel an

enemy who ftiould attack a government with which

they were no longer connected.

The inhabitants of the north, therefore, when

they fell upon the empire, found every thing ready

to favour their invafion. Harafled in Poland and

in Germany by fome nations who had migrated

from Great Tartary, they took a temporary poffef-

iion of certain provinces already ruined^ till they

were expelled by fucceeding conquerors of a dill

more ferocious difpofition than themfelves. When
thefe barbarians determined to fettle in the regions

they had laid wafle, they divided countries which

the Romans had formerly united. From that mo*

ment, all communication between thofe nates efta-

blifhed by accident, necefiity or caprice, was at an

end. The fwarms of pirates that infefted the feas,

together with the fierce difpofition of the inhabitants

of the frontiers, difcouraged every connection that

mutual convenience might render neceflary. The

fubjecb of each ftate, however fmall in extent, were

feparated from each other by infurmountable ob*

ftacles ; for the banditti who infefted the roads,

made a journey of any length a dangerous expedi-

tion. The nations of Europe, thus plunged a fe-

cond time by flavcry and defpair into that ftate of

infenfipility
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book infenfibility and indolence, which muft for many
c—

k
—

' ages have been the flate of the human race, derived

little advantage from the fertility of their foil ; and

their induftry was exhaufted in the employments of

a favage life ; tracls of country at no great diftance,

were to them of as little importance, as if they had

not exifted : nor had they any further knowledge of

their neighbours, than as they happened to excite

their fears or their enmity.

The accounts given by fome authors of the

wealth and fplendour of the feventh century, are as

fabulous as all the other miraculous things we read

of in the hiftory of thofe times. The cloathing

then in ufe was of ikin and coarfe woollen, the con-

veniences of life were not known ; buildings indeed

were eredted with ftrength and folidity, but which

eonveyed no idea, either of the affluence or tafte of

the age. Neither much money, nor much know-

ledge of the arts is required to pile up heaps of Hone

by the hands of Haves. One inconteftible proof of

the indigence of the people was, that taxes were

levied in kind; and that even the contributions

which the inferior clergy paid to their fuperiors,

confifted of provifions.

The fuperftition that prevailed increafed the ge-

neral darknefs. In the eighth, and the beginning

of the ninth century, Rome, no longer the capital

of the mailers of the univerfe, attempted to exercife

her authority as before, in depofing or making kings.

Deprived of inhabitants and foldiers, by dint of

opinions and religious tenets alone, fhe afpired to

yniverfal monarchy. By her management princes

were
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were excited to take up arms againft each other,

people againft their kings, and kings againft their

people. All merit confifted in making war, and all

virtue in obeying the church. The dignity of mo-

narchs was degraded by the claims of Rome, which

infpired a contempt for princes, without exciting

the love of liberty. Literature was then comprifed

in a few abfurd romances, and fome melancholy

tales, the offspring of cloiftered indolence. This

contributed to entertain that dejection of fpirit, and

that propensity to the marvelous, fo favourable to

the interefts of fuperftition.

The face of the globe was again changed by two

other nations. A people pouring in from Scandi-

navia and the Cimbrian Cherfonefus fpread them-

felves to the north of Europe, which on the fouth-

ern fide was haraffed by the Arabs. The former

were difciples of Wodin, the latter of Mohammed

;

men who had equally dirTufed the fanaticifm of

conqueft with that of religion. Charlemagne fub-

dued one of thefe nations, and maintained his

ground againft the other. Thefe inhabitants of the

north, called Saxons or Normans, were indigent,

ill armed, and undifciplined, of favage manners,

and driven to combat and to death by mifery and

fuperftition. Charlemagne was defirous of compel-

ling them to change that religion which rendered

them fo terrible, for another which would difpofe

them to obedience. He was obliged to wade

through feas of blood, and the crofs was erected

on heaps of flain. He was lefs fuccefsful againft the

Arabs, conquerors of Afia
?

Africa and Spain, and

could
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13 ° ° K could not gain a footing beyond the Pyrenean

'—«—
' mountains.

The neceffity of repulfing the Arabs, but efpe-

cially the Normans, occalioned the revival of naval

fkill in Europe. Charlemagne in France, Alfred

the Great in England, and fome cities of Italy,

built mips ; and thefe firft attempts towards navi-

gation revived for a fhort time maritime commerce.

Charlemagne eftablifhed great fairs, the principal

of which was at Aix-la-Chapelle. This is the me-

thod of trading among people where commerce is

ftill in its infancy.

The Arabs, however, laid the foundations of the

moft extenfive commerce that had been known iince

the times of Athens and Carthage. It is true, this

was not fo much owing to the lights of cultivated

reafon, and to the progrefs of a good administration,

as to the extent of their power, and the nature of

the country they ponened. Mailers of Spain, of

Africa, of Ana Minor, of Perfia, and part of India,

they introduced reciprocal exchanges, from one

region to another, of the commodities in different

parts of their vaft empire. They extended them-

felves gradually as far as the Moluccas and to

China, fometimes as traders, fometimes as miffi-

onaries, frequently as conquerors.

Soon after this, the Venetians, Genoefe and

Arabs of Barcelona went to Alexandria to buy up

the merchandife of Africa and India, and difpofed

of it in Europe. The Arabs, enriched by com-

merce, and fated with conqueft, were no longer the

fame people who burnt the Alexandrian library.

They
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They cultivated the arts and polite literature, and

are diftinguifhed from other conquering nations by

their improvements of the reafon and induftry of

men. To them we owe the fciences of algebra and

chymeftry, new difcoveries in aftronomy, new im-

provements in mechanics and medicine, unknown

to the ancients. But among the fine arts, poetry

is the only one they have cultivated with fuccefs.

At the fame period, the fubjedts of the Greek

empire imitated the manufactures of Afia ; and had,

through various channels, monopolized the riches

of India. But the advantages they derived from

both thefe circumftances, could not furvive the fate

of their empire; which had nothing to oppofe to the

heroic and daring enthufiafm of the Arabs, but the

weak and unmanly weapons of fcholaflic logic, and

the controversial armour of monks; who had gained

fuch an afcendant, that the Emperor ufed to afk

God pardon for the time he employed in affairs of

ftate. Painting and fculpture were no longer known,

and it was matter of eternal difpute whether images

ought, or ought not, to be worfhipped. The

Greeks, furrounded by the ocean, and in poffef-

fion of feveral iflands, had yet no maritime forces;

they defended themfelves againft the naval power

of Egypt and of the Saracens by wild fire; the

vain and precarious defence of a degenerate people.

Conftantinople, not being in a condition to protect

her maritime trade at a diftance, refigned it to the

Genoefe, who feized upon Caffa, which they made

a flourifhino city.

Ths
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The nobility of Europe acquired a tincture of the

manners of the Greeks and Arabs in their ridiculous

expeditions of thecrufades. They became acquaint-

ed with their arts and their luxury; which were af-

terwards almoft neceflary to their' happinefs. The
Venetians had a more extenfive demand for the

goods they brought from the eaftj and the Arabs

themfelves carried fome of them into France, Eng-

land, and even into Germany.

These powers had at that period neither fhipping

nor manufactures: they laid restraints upon com-

merce, and the character of a merchant was held in

contempt. This ufeful fet of men were never reflect-

ed among the Romans. They treated their mer-

chants with as much contempt as their players, cour-

tefans, baflards, Haves and gladiators. The political

fyftem, eftablifhed throughout Europe by the power

and ignorance of the northern nations, muft necef-

farily have confirmed a prejudice which owed its rife

to a barbarous pride. Our anceitors had the abfur-

dity to adopt, as the bails of their government, a

principle deftructive of all fociety; a contempt for

ufeful labour. The only perfons held in any degree

of eftimation were the lords of manors, or fuch as,

had diilinguifhed themfelves in battle. The nobles,

it is well known, were fo many petty fovereigns

who abufed their own power, and oppofed that of

the monarch. The barons were fond of parade,

avaritious, whimfical and poor. Sometimes they

invited the merchants into their little Hates and at

others, extorted money from them. In thefe bar-

barous times were eftablifhed th,e feveral duties of

tolls,
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tolls, of export and import, of paffage, of quarters, B °
I

° K

of efcheat, and other oppreffions without number. *—»—

'

All the bridges and highways were opened or flop-

ped up at the will of the prince or his vafTals. The

firft elements of commerce were fo totally unknown,

that it was cuflomary to fix the price of commodi-

ties. The merchants were often pillaged, and al-

ways ill paid by the knights and barons. Trade was

carried on in caravans or companies, which went

armed to the places where the fairs were kept. At

thefe marts the merchants omitted nothing that

might engage the favour of the people. They were

o-enerally accompanied by jugglers, mulicians and

buffoons. As there were then no large towns, and

neither public fpectacles and meetings, nor the fe~

dentary pleafures of private fociety were known, the

fair time was the feafon for diverfions, which, dege-

nerating into dhTolutenefs, gave a fan&ion to the

invectives and feverities of the clergy. The traders

were frequently excommunicated. The people held

thofe flrangers in aborrence, who fupplied their

tyrants with fuperfluities, and affociated with men,

whofe manners were fo repugnant to their preju-

dices and rude auflerity of life. The Jews, who

foon engaged in all the branches of commerce, did

not bring it into repute. They were then con-

sidered in the fame light throughout all Europe,

as they are at. this day in Poland and Turky.

As their fortunes were increafing every day, they

were enabled to advance money to merchants

and tradefmen ; for which they demanded intereft

equivalent to the rifque they ran in veiling their.

3
capital
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b o^o k ca pital in other hands. The fchoolmen were
*—*—

' violent in oppofing this necefTary meafnre, which

their rude prejudices had taught them to con-

demn. This theological determination of a point

of a civil and political nature, was attended with

flrange confequences. The magiftrates, blinded

by an authority, againil even the unjuft exercife

of which no one dared to appeal, denounced fen-

tence of confifcation and ignominious penalties

againfr. ufury, which, in thofe dark ages, the laws

did not diflinguifh from the raoft moderate in-

tereft. It was at this juncture, that to make

themfelves amends for the dangers and mortifi-

cations they were expofed to in carrying on a com-

merce, which was looked upon as odious and un-

lawful, the Jews abandoned themfelves to the moll

exceffive rapacity. They were held in univerfal

deteflation. Perfecufed, pillaged, and profcribed,

they invented bills of exchange, which fecured the

remains of their fortunes. The clergy declared the

exchange ufurious, but it was of too great utility to

be aboliihed. One of the effects it produced was to

make the merchants more independent of the prince,

who treated them better, apprehending that they

might tranfport their riches into foreign countries.

The Italians, who are better known by the

name of Lombards, were the firft who took ad-

vantage of this early change of ideas. They

formed fmall communities, and procured the pro-

tection of fome Hates, who, on their account, dif-

penfed with the laws againft Grangers, which

had been made in the barbarous ages. By virtue

of
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of this indulgence, they became agents for all the

fouthern parts of Europe.

The inhabitants of the north began likewife

to awake from their lethargy : but their reco-

very was later, and effe&ed with greater difficulty.

Hamburgh and Lubec having attempted to open

a trade in the Baltic, were obliged to unite for

their mutual defence againft the pirates who in-

fefled thofe latitudes. The fuccefs of this little

combination encouraged other towns to enter into

the confederacy ; in a fhort time, this was com-

pofed of fourfcore cities, which had either ob-

tained or purchafed the privilege of being governed

by their own laws, and formed a line of 'com-

munication from the Baltic to the Rhine. This

affociation, which was the flrft modern one that

adopted a regular fyflem of commerce, fupplied

the Lombards with naval (lores and other mer-

chandife of the north, in exchange for the produce

of Alia, Italy, and the other fouthern countries.

Flanders was the fcene of thefe happy tranfac-

tions ; but it was not to its fituation alone that

it owed a diflincYion fo favourable to its interests :

this mull likewife be attributed to its numerous

manufactures of fine cloth, and particularly of

tapeftry ; which lafl affords a convincing proof

how little the arts of drawing and perfpective were

then known. By thefe advantageous circum-

ftances, the Low-Countries became the richefl,

the mofl populous, and the belt cultivated part of

Europe.

Vol. I. C The
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The flourifhing condition of the inhabitants of

Flanders, the Hanfe Towns, and fome republics,

who owed their pfofperity to their freedom, engaged

the attention of moft of the reigning monarchs, in

whofe dominions the rights of citizens had hitherto

been confined to the nobility and clergy ; the reft of

their fubjedts were Haves. But as foon as the cities

were declared free, and had large immunities granted

them, the merchants and mechanics entered into

affociations, which rofein eftimation as they acquired

riches. The fovereigns oppofed thefe affociations to

the barons. Thus anarchy and feudal tyranny gra-

dually decreafed. The tradefmen became citizens,

and the third ftate was reftored to the privilege

of being admitted to the national afTembly.

Montesquieu attributes to Chriftianity the ho-

nour of having aboliflied flavery ; but we ven-

ture to differ from him. When indufhy and

riches prevailed among the people, the princes

began to hold them in fome eftimation ; when

the fovereign could avail himfelf of the riches of

the people to gain advantages over the barons,

laws were framed to put the people in a better

condition. It was through that found policy, which

commerce always introduces, and not through the

fpirit of the Chriftian Religion, that kings were

induced to beftow freedom upon the Haves of

their vaCals, becaufe thofe ftaves, when made

tree, became fubjects. It is true, that Pope

Alexander III. declared that Chriftians were to be

exempt from fervitude ; but this declaration was

made merely to pleafe the kings of France and

$ England,
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England,who were defirous ofhumbling their vaffals. s ° ° K

In Italy one might perceive the dawning of v—•—-'

more profperous days. The republics of Pifa,

Genoa and Florence, were eftabliihed on the wife ft

principles ; the factions of the Guelphs and Gib-

belines, which had for fo many ages laid wafte

thefe delightful countries, were at length ap-

1 peafed ; trade flourished, and confequently learn-

ing would foon be introduced. Venice was in

the height of its glory ; its navy, which eclipfed

that of its neighbours, checked the progrefs of

the maritime power of the Mammelucs, and the

Turks ; in commerce it was fuperior to all the

European ftates taken together; its inhabitants

were numerous, and its riches immenfe ; the re-

venues were well managed, and the people were

content ; the republic borrowed money of the

richer fubjedts, from motives not of neceffity,

but of policy. The Venetians were the flrft people

who found out the fecret of attaching rich indi-

viduals to the intereft of government, by invi-

ting them to veft fome part of their fortune

in the public funds. At Venice there were manu-

factures of filk, gold and filver ; it fupplied fo-

reigners with mips : its works in gold and iilver

were the beft, and almoft the only ones of that

time. The inhabitants were even accufed of ex-

travagance in having gold and filver plate, and

other utenfils of the fame materials. They were

,not, however, without fumptuary laws ; but

thefe laid no reftraint on a fpecies of luxury by

which the fums expended were preferved to the

C 2 ftate.
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s °

I
° K Hate. The noblemen united economy with

*—*

—

*- fplendour ; the opulence of Venice revived the

architecture of Athens, and upon the whole there

was magnificence as well as elegance in their

luxury ; the people were ignorant, but the nobles

were enlightened ; the government oppofed the

attempts of the popes with firmnefs and prudence

:

Siamo Feueziani, po'i ChrljYiani, faid one of their fena-

•tors, who expreffed in thefe words the fenfe of the

whole fenate; for at that early period they debafedthe

prieithood, though they mould rather have made it

ufeful to morality; which, however, was more rigid

and pure among the Venetians than among the other

people of Italy. Their troops were very different

from thofe miferable Condottieri, whofe name was {o

much more terrible than their arms. Venice was the

feat of politenefs ; and fociety was then under lefs re-

ftraint from the fpies of government, than it has been

fince the republic began to be jealous of the power of

its neighbours, and to be diffident of its own ftrength.

In the fifteenth century, Italy far furpaffed the

other ftates of Europe. Religious zeal, which

fupplied the place of merit, and occafioned fo

many trifling ceremonies and cruel oppreflions,

was, however, the means of releafing Spain from

the Arabian yoke ; its feveral provinces had lately

been united by the marriage of Ferdinand and

Iiabella, and the conquer!; of Granada ; and its

power was even equal to that of France. The

fine wool of Caftile and Leon was manufactured

at Segovia, and their cloths were fold all over

Europe, and even in Alia ; the perpetual efforts

the
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the Spaniards were obliged to make to preferve

their liberty, infpired them with refolution and

confidence ; their fuccefs had elevated their minds,

and, being ignorant, they abandoned themfelves

to all the enthufiafm of chivalry and religion.

Confined to a peninfula, and having no immediate

intercourfe with other nations, they entertained

that contempt for them, which, either'among indi*

vidnals or communities, is ufually the characteriftie

of ignorance. They were the only people that

maintained a {landing body of infantry, which was

excellent. As the Spaniards for many ages had

been involved in war, their foldiery was indifputably

fuperior to that of the other itates of Europe.

The Portuguefe had much the fame difpofitions^

but their monarchy was better regulated than that

of Caftile, and the adminiftration was conducted

with more eafe after the reduction of the Moors

by the conqueft of Algarva.

In France, Lewis XI. had juft lowered the

power of the great vafials, raifed that of the ma-

giftracy, and made the nobles fubject to the laws.

The people of France growing lefs dependent on

their lords, muft neceffarily become, in a fliort

time, more induftrious, more active, and more

refpedtable ; but induftry and commerce could not

flourifh on a fudden. Reafon muft of courfe make

but a flow progrefs in the midft of thofe commo-

tions which were ftill excited by the great, and

under the reign of a prince devoted to the moft

abominable fuperftition. The barons were dif-

tinguiihed only by their favage haughtinefs ; their

C 3 revenues
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revenues were fcarce fufficient to entertain in their

fuite a train of gentlemen without employment,

who defended them againft the fovereign and the

laws. The expences of their table were immo-

derate ; and this favage luxury, of which there

are ftill too many remains, afforded no encourage-

ment to any of the ufeful arts. But neither the

manners nor the language of thofe times partook

of that decency which diltinguifhes the fuperior

ranks of citizens, and procures them refpect from

the reft. Notwithftanding the courtefy enjoined to

the knights, coarfe and rough manners ftill pre-

vailed among the great ; the nation had then the

fame character of inconfiitence it has fince preferved,

and which a nation will ever have, whofe morals and

cuftoms are not conformable to the laws. The coun-

cils iffued innumerable, and frequently contradictory

edicts, but the prince readily difpenfed with the ob-

fervance of them. By this eafy difpofition of the fove-

reign, the inconveniences which would have arifen

from a multitude of laws inconfiderately made by

the French miniitry, have been happily prevented,

E>tgj,and, lefs opulent, and lefs induftrious

than France, was compofed of infolent barons,

defpotic bifhops, and a people who were tired of

their yoke ; a certain reftlefs difpofition prevailed

in the nation, which mult neceflarily fponer or later

introduce liberty. This character owed its rife to

the abfurd tyranny of William the Conqueror, and

the cruel difpofition of feveral of his fucceffors.

The intolerable abufe of power had made the

Engliih
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Englifh extremely jealous of their fovercigns ; the B °
I

°

very name of king carried with it the idea of terror; ' >~

and thefe fentiments, tranfmitted from father to fon,

afterwards laid the foundations of that form of go-

vernment they now have the happinefs to enjoy.

The lonp- contention between the houfes ofYork and

Lancafter, while it raifed a martial fpirit and an im-

patience of ilavery, involved the nation, at the fame

time, in poverty and confufion. The Englifh wool

was then manufactured in Flanders, and was ex-

ported, as well as its lead and tin, in veffels belong-

ing to the Hanfe Towns. The principles of navi-

gation, of internal policy, jurifprudence, luxury,

and the fine arts were entirely unknown in Eng-

land ; at the fame time that it was overburthencd

with a multitude of rich convents and hofpitals.

Thefe convents were the ufual refort of the diilreffed

nobles, as the hofpitals were of the common

people ; idlenefs and barbarous manners were en-

couraged by thefe fuperftitious institutions.

Germany, which had long been ha raffed by

quarrels between the emperors and the popes,

and by intefline wars, had at this time begun to

enjoy a ftate of tranquillity; order had taken place

of anarchy, and the inhabitants of this extenfive

country, who, though Grangers to wealth and com-

merce, were verfed in the arts of war and agricul-

ture, had nothing to fear from their neighbours,

neither could they be formidable to them. The

feudal fyftem, fo fatal to mankind in other coun-

tries, here aiTumed a milder afpedt ; the princes

prefiding over this vaft extent of territory, gene-

C 4 rallf
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book raUy fpeaking, governed their refpe&ive flates with
v—

v

' a good deal of moderation ; they feldom abufed

their authority, and if the peaceable poffeffion of

their eflates could compenfate the want of liberty,

the Germans were happy ; commerce and induftry

were entirely coniined to the free cities, and to

the towns included in the Hanfeatic league ; the-

mines of Hanover and Saxony were not yet difco-

vered ; filver was fcarce ; the farmer fold a few

horfes to ftrangers, nor had the princes yet in-

troduced the traffic of the human fpecies ; the ex-

pences of the table, and a variety of equipages

were the only articles of luxury ; the nobles and

the clergy intoxicated themfelves, without difturb-

ing the government ; it was with fome difficulty

that the gentry were diffuaded from amufing them-

felves with robbing on the highways ; their manners

were favage, and during the twofucceeding centuries

the German troops were more diftinguiihed by their

cruelties than by their difcipline and bravery.

The northern countries had made lefs progrefs

than Germany. Opprefled by the nobles and

priefTs, the inhabitants no longer retained that

fenthufiaflic love of glory with which the religion

of Wodin had formerly infpired them ; nor were

they yet acquainted with thofe wife inftitutions

which fome of them have fince borrowed from

better forms of government. Their power was

fo inconfiderable, that a fmgle Hanfe Town was

capable of intimidating the three potentates of the

north. They recovered their national importance

i after
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after the reformation, and under the aufpices of B !° K

Frederic and Guftavus Vafa.
v

\

The Turks were Grangers to the fcience of go-

vernment : they had no knowledge of the arts, nor

tafte for commerce : but the JanifTaries were the beft

troops in the world. Thefe attendants of a defpot

whom they kept in awe, at the fame time that they

infured refpect to him whom they placed upon the

throne or flrangled at pleafure, had at that time fome

great men for their leaders. They fubverted the

empire of the Greeks, who were infatuated with

theology, and ftupified by fuperftition. Some of

the inhabitants of this mild climate, who cultivated

literature and the arts, abandoned their country

after it was fubdued, and took refuge in Italy

;

whither they were followed by artifts and traders.

Tranquillity, peace, profperity, the ambition of ex-

celling in every accomplifhment, and the defire of

new pleafures, which is infpired by good govern-

ments, favoured the revival of letters in the coun-

try of the ancient Romans ; and it was from the

Greeks that the Italians derived a better knowledge
" of good models, and a tafte for antiquity. The art

of printing was invented ; and though for a long

time the difcovery was of little ufe while the people

continued in a ftate of poverty and indolence, yet

when commerce and the arts had made fome pro*

grefs, books became more common. A love of

ftudy prevailed, and the ancients were univerfally

admired : but they had no rivals except in Italy.

Rome, which in every century has almoft al-

ways affumed a character the beft adapted to the

prefent
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K prefent moment, feemed difpofed no longer to en-

' v—' courage that ignorance which had fo long and fo

materially been fubfervient to her intereils. She

protected polite literature, and fuch of the arts as

depended more on imagination than reafon. The

ffloft ignorant prieft is well aware, that reprefenta-

tions of a terrible divinity, mortification, felf-denial,

aufterity, melancholy and terror, are fo many expe-

dients to gain an afcendant over the minds of men,

by engaging them deeply in religious matters. But

there are times when thefe expedients have but little

efFec>. Men who have grown rich in peaceful flates,

are fond of enjoying themfelves; they diflikethedull

road of life, and are eager in their purfuit of plea-

fures. When fairs began to be eftabliihed, with

entertainments of fports, dancing, and other recrea-

tions, the clergy, who obferved, that the love of fef-

tivity made the people lefs religious, prohibited thefe

fports, and excommunicated thofe who bore a part

in them. But finding that no regard was paid to

their cenfures, they changed their plan, and deter-

mined to~take thefe amufements into their own

hands. This was the origin of facred comedy. The

death of St. Catherine, acted by the monks bf St.

Denys, rivalled the fuccefs of the players. Mufic was

introduced into the churches ; and even farces were

exhibited there. The feflivals called la Fete des foux

& de VAne, & des Innocens, proved as entertaining

to the people as the farces that were acted in the

public places. It often happened, that attracted

by the mere love of amufement, they left the

Egyptian dances to join in the proccllion for the

. feilival
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feftival of St. John. As the Italians improved in po-

Htenefs, ihe'r pleafures became more refined; and

the decency that was introduced into their common

feafts and public entertainments, afforded lefs pre-

tence for the cenfures of the priefts, and procured

them a toleration. The merit of being able to read

had been long confined to this clafs of men ; but

when it became a more general accomplifhment, they

could no longer avail themfelves of this diftinction

:

and finding that learning was the road to fame, they

were ambitious of mining in literary purfuits. The

popes, who enjoyed an opulent and peaceful fove-

reignty in the voluptuous region of Italy, laid afide

their aufterity. Their court became an agreeable one.

The encouragement of literature was considered as a

new expedient to eflablifh their authority over the

minds of men. Genius was cherifhed, and marks

of honour were conferred upon great artifts. Ra-

phael died but a fhort time before he was to have

been created a cardinal ; and Petrarch had the ho-

nours of a triumph. As little conformable as this

good tafte, thefe fine arts, and new amufements, may

appear to the fpirit of the gofpel, they were evi-

dently calculated to promote the intereftof the papal

throne. The belles lettres ferve to ornament this ec-

clefiaftical ftructure ; but philofophy demolishes it*

Thus, while the church of Rome favoured polite li-

terature and the fine arts, it difcountenanced the

feverer fciences. The poets were crowned with lau-

rel ; but the philofophers were perfecuted. Galileo

from his prifon might have beheld TafTo carried in

. triumph to the capitol, if thofe men of great genius

had been cotemporaries. It
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It was now time that philofophy and learning

fhould lend their fupport to morality and reafon.

The church ofRome had taken all imaginable pains

to fubvert thofe principles of juftice which nature

had implanted in all mankind. The fingle maxim,
that the pope had a right to the fovereignty of all

empires, fapped the foundation of all fociety and

public virtue : this maxim, however, had for a long

time prevailed, together with that horrid doctrine,

which not only permitted but enjoined hatred and

perfecution towards all whofe religious opinions were

not agreeable to thofe of the Romifh church. Indul-

gences, a fpecies of expiation which might be pur-

chafed for all crimes, or ifany thing can be {till more

monftrous, for crimes to be committed in future ;

difpenfations for breaking faith with the enemies of

the pontiff, though they were of the fame religion

;

that article of belief which teaches, that the merit

of the juft may be transferred to the wicked ; vices

of all kinds exemplified in the lives of the popes,

and other religious perfons, who ought to have been

models to the people; above all, that greateft reJ

proach to humanity, the inquifition ; all thefe hor-

rid enormities made Europe appear to be rather the

haunt of tygers and ferpents, than a vail country

inhabited or cultivated by men.

Such was the lituation of Europe, when the Por-

tuguefe monarch, at the head of an active, generous

and intelligent people, furrounded by neighbours

who {till preyed upon each other, formed a plan of

extending his dominions by fea and land.

i

'

Johu
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John I. had feveral fons, who, being ambitious book

of fignalizing themfelves, undertook, at firft, fome *—^—

'

expeditions to Barbary. Henry, whole genius was peditionsof

fuperior to that of the others, refolved to make dif- guefe;
r

their

coveries in the weft. This young prince availed 1^.
m

himfelf of the little knowledge of aftronomy which

was prcferved among the Arabs. At Sagres, a city

of Algarva, he eftablifhed an obfervatory, and made

it the place of education for all the nobility who

compofed his train ; he had a considerable fhare in

the invention of the Aftrolabe, and was the firft who

was fenfible of the advantages that might be drawn

from the compafs, which, though already known

In Europe, had never been applied to the purpofes

of navigation.

The pilots, who ftudied under his direction, dis-

covered Madeira in the year 141 8. Two years after

this, one of his mips took poffeffion of the Canaries;

he doubled the Gape of Sierra-Leona, and the river

Zara led him into the interior parts of Africa as far

as Congo. He made an eafy conqueft of thofe coun-

tries, and eftablifhed an advantageous commerce.

The inconfiderable nations who inhabited thofe

parts, being feparated from each other by impafla-

ble deferts, were Grangers both to the value of their

riches, and the art of defending themfelves. Thefe

voyages raifed great expectations ; the revenues that

might in future arife from the coaft of Guinea, were

farmed. An inftance of avidity fo premature, mews,

that the princes, who undertook thefe difcoveries,

were more folicitous to increafe their finances, than

to promote the commerce of their fubje&s.

In
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e o o k jN tne reign fJohn II. an intelligent prince, who

*—*—
' firft declared Lifbon a free port, and under whole

aufpices a new method was adopted of applying af-

tronomy to navigation, fome of his fubjects, whom
he fent out upon an expedition, doubled the Cape

which is at the extremity of Africa. The Cape was

then called the Cape of Storms ; but the prince, who

forefaw that it would open a paffage to India, gave

it the name of the Cape of Good Hope.

Emanuel purfued the plan marked out by his

predeceffors. In 1497 ^ e equipped a fleet confut-

ing of four mips, and gave the command of it to

Vafco de Gama. This admiral, having weathered fe-

veral ftorms in his cruife along the eaftern coafts of

Africa, and attempted leas before unknown, landed

at length in Indoftan, after a voyage of thirteen

months. f

A gcogra- Asia, of which Indoftan is one of the richer!
phical de-

fcriptionof parts, is a vaft continent, lying, according to the

obfervations of the Ruffians, the truth of which has

been juftly doubted, between the 43d and the 207th

degree of longitude. It extends, between the two

poles, from the 77th degree of northern to the 10th

degree of fouthern latitude. That part of this large

continent which is fituated in the temperate zone,

between the 35th and the 50th degree of latitude,

appears to be higher than the reft ; it is bordered

both towards the north and fouth by two vaft chains

of mountains, which run almoft from the weftem

extremity of Afia Minor and the coafts of the black

fea, to the ocean that wafhes the coafts of China

and Tartary towards the eaft. Thefe two chains are

united
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united by other intermediate chains, in a direction

from fouth to north ; they branch out towards the

northern, the Indian, and eaftern oceans, and appear

like fo many bulwarks raifed between the beds of the

large rivers which roll through thefeimmenfe regions*

Such is the great bafis which nature has raifed

to fupport the fabric of Alia. In the inland parts

of this vaft country, the earth, parched by the heat

of the fun, becomes fo light, that it is carried about

by the winds ; there is not the leaft appearance

either of flone or marble ; no t petrified ihells, or

other foffils, are to be found; the beds of minerals

lie upon the furface. All thefe phoenomena, joined

to the obfervations made with the barometer, are

proofs of the great elevation of the central part of

Aria, to which the moderns have given the name of

the lefs Bucharia.

From thefe heights, which form a kind of gir-

dle, furrounding this immenfe and unfruitful re-

gion, feveral large ftreams arife, that run in dif-

ferent channels. The fragments of barren earth,

which are perpetually carried down by thefe rivers

towards the feveral extremities of Alia, form fo

many barriers again ft the fea, and promife a {labi-

lity and duration to this continent, fuperior to that

of any other. Perhaps it will be its fate to fee the

jeft repeatedly buried under the waters, before it

fuffers any encroachment itfelf, '

The Cafpian fea alone has preferved its ftation

within the limits of this vaft tract of land, which

has been emerging from the deep through a feries

«f ages. It U undoubtedly the refervoir of thofe

large
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large rivers that fall into it, and poffibly may alfo

have fome fmall communication, by fubterraneous

pafiages, with the ocean and the Mediterranean; if it

be true, as it appears to be from obfervations made

with the barometer at Aftracan, that its furface is

below the level of both thofe feas.

The frozen ocean, which extends along the nor-

thern coafls of Siberia, renders them inacceffible, if

we may believe the accounts given by the Ruffians.

They tell us, that it is in vain to expect to find a

new paflage by this fea from Europe to America

;

and that the ice will always prevent the doubling of

the Cape of Schalaginfkoi, which feparates the old

from the new world, though this paflage has once

been croffed. But the Ruffians are probably not fin-

cere enough, or not fufficiently informed, to deferve

entire credit ; and either tell us more or lefs than

the truth.

The Indian ocean, which bears towards the fouth

of Afia, is divided from the great fouth fea by a

chain of mountains, which begins at the ifland of

Madagafcar, and extending under water as far as

Sumatra, (as is evident from the mallows and rocks

which are fcattered in thofe parts) unites again at

Van Diemen's Land and New Guinea. M. Buache,

a geographer, who has examined the earth as a na-

tural philofopher, and has laid down a chart of the

world according to this hypothefis, is of opinion,

that the fea between this long chain of iflands and

the fouthern coafls of Afia, ihould be divided into

three great bafons; the limits of which feem to have

been circumfcribed or drawn by the hand of nature.

The
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The firft, wich lies towards the weft, between E °
J

° K

Arabia and Perfia, is bounded towards the fouth by '—*

—

[

that chain of iflands, which extends from Cape Co-

morin and the Maldivia Iflands to Madagafcar.

This bafon, which runs into the land, is inceffantly

enlarging the gulph of Perfia and the. red fea. The

fccond of thefe bafons forms the gulph of Bengal.

The third includes the great Archipelago, which

contains the Sunda, the Moluccas, and the Phi-

lippine Iilands. This joins Alia to the fouthern con-

tinent, and ferves as a boundary to the pacific

ocean. Between this fea and the great Archipelago,

a kind of new bafon is formed by a chain of moun-

tains under water towards the eaft, which extends

from the Ladrone to the Japan Iflands. When
we have palled thefe celebrated iilands, we come

to a chain of iflands called Kuriles, which touch

the fouthern point of the Peninfula of Kamtfchatka;

and form a fifth bafon into which the river Amur
empties itfelf ; but as its entrance is obftructed by

the Bamboos, which grow there in great abundance,

it is imagined that this fea has very little depth.

These geographical details, far from being fo-

reign to our purpofe, are in a manner neceffary to

direct and engage our attention to the richeft and

fined continent upon the globe. We will begin

with Indoftan.

Though by the general name of the Eaft Idies Natural

is commonly underilood that immenfe tract of land indoiLn.

which lies beyond the Arabian fea, and the Perfian

empire; yet by Indoftan is properly meant a country-

lying between two celebrated rivers, the Indus and

Vol. I. D the
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1

° K the Ganges, which fall into the Indian ocean, at

*
—

' the distance of four hundred leagues from each

other. A ridge of high mountains runs acrofs this

long tract from north tofouth, and dividing it into

two equal parts, extends as far as Cape Comorin,

where it forms the boundary between the coafts of

Malabar and Coromandel.

It is a remarkable circumstance, and perhaps the

only one of the kind, that this ridge feems to be a

barrier, erected by nature, to feparate one feafon

from another. The mere breadth of thefe mountains

divides fummer from winter, that is to fay, the fea-

fon of fine weather from the rainy •, for it is well

known there is no winter between the tropics : all

that is meant by winter in India is that time of the

year when the clouds, which the fun attracts from

the lea, are driven violently by the winds againft the

mountains, where they break and diifolve in rain,

accompanied with frequent ftorms. From hence

torrents are formed, which rufh from the hills,

fwell the rivers, and overflow the vallies ; dark va-

pours, that obfcure the day, and fpread a thick

and impenetrable gloom over the deluged country

:

but, as the chaos which brooded over the principles

of things before the creation, this cloudy feafon

promotes fertility ; for at this time the plants and

flowers appear in full ftrength and beauty, and the

(Vuits in general come to maturity.

The fummer may naturally be expected to pre-

fei ve its ufual temperature better than the winter,

in a climate fo immediately under the influence of

the fun : the iky, without a cloud to intercept its

rays
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rays, feems to be all on fire ; but the lea-breezes book
which fpring up in the day-time, and the land" ) «

'

breezes that blow during the night, alternately alle-

viate the heat of the atmofphere ; yet the calms,

that now and then intervene, ftifle thefe refreshing

gales, and the inhabitants are reduced to fuffer the

inconveniencies of exceffive drought.

The effect of the two different feafons is ftill more

remarkably felt in the two Indian oceans, where they

are diftinguHhed by the name of the dry and rainy

monfoons. While the fea that wafhes the coafts of

Malabar is agitated by ftorrns, which the returning

fun introduces with the fpring, the flighteft veffels

fail fecurely along the coaft. of Coromandel upon a

fmooth furface^and require neither fkill nor precau-

tion in their pilots ; but in the autumn, which, in its

turn, changes the face of the elements, the weftern

coaft enjoys a perfect calm, while the eaftern Indian

ocean is toiled by tempefts ; each experiencing, as

it were, the alternatives of peace and war. An in-

habitant of the ifland of Ceylon, who contemplates

the equatorial region at the two equinoxes, beholds

the feas on the right hand and on the left alternately

agitated with ftorms, or lulled into tranquillity; as if

the Author of Nature, in thefe two inftants of

equilibrium, turned at once the fcales of good and

dvil, which he holds perpetually in his hands. It

is not improbable that the doctrine of the JVlani-

chees, concerning the two principles, might take

its rife in India, where the two empires of good

and evil are divided only by a partition of moun-

tains ; fince pain and pleafure feem to be as much

D 2 the
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book the origin of the different forms of worfhip, as they

*—v—
' are of the ideas of mankind* There is fo infinite

a connection between natural and moral principles,

that all fyflems of importance to the happinefs of

the human fpecies have taken their colour from the

nature of the climate : accordingly it is obfervable,

that the Indians, whofe imaginations receive the

deepeft impreffion of nature from the more forcible

operation of good and evil, and the view they con-

ftantly h-ave of the difcord' of the elements, are

placed in a fituation moft fertile in revolutions,

events and tranfactions of every kind.

Hence it is, that the celebrated countries of In-

dia have long engaged the attention of the philolb-

pher and the hiftorian, whofe conjectures have affign-

ed to their earlieft inhabitants an aera of the moft ex-

traordinary antiquity. To fay the truth, whether

we confult hiftorical records, or confider the pofition

of Indoftan upon the globe, taking it for granted,

that the ocean has a progreffive motion from eaft to

weft, we muft allow that this part of the earth was

\ the firft that was inhabited. We may trace the ori-

gin of moft of the fciences in the hiftory of that

country. Even before the age of Pythagoras, the

Greeks travelled to India for inftrudlion ; the trade

carried on by them with the oldeft commercial na-

tions, in exchange for their cloth, is a proof of

their great progrefs in the arts of induftry.

Upon the whole, it mould feem reafonable to

conclude, that a part of the globe, the beft adapted

to the human fpecies, would be peopled the ear-

liejft; and that the firft men would fix their abode

in
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in a delicious climate, pure air, and a foil too fertile

to require much cultivation. If the human race

could be fuppofed to multiply and extend themfelves

in thofe horrid regions, where they mult maintain a

perpetual llruggle with nature : if they could in-

habit burning fands^ impracticable moraffes, and

regions of perpetual ice ; or frequent deferts and

foreils, where they mull: defend themfelves againlt

the violence of the elements, and the attacks of wild

beafls : how eafily might they not form themfelves

into focieties in thefe delightful countries, where

mankind, exempt from neceffity, has nothing to

purfue but pleafure ; where enjoying without la-

bour or anxiety the choicefl; productions, and the

moll glorious profpect of the great fcene of nature,

they might juilly aiiume the diltinguilhing title of

Lords of the Creation ! Thefe beautiful fcenes pre->

lent themfelves on the banks of the Ganges, and in

the plains of Indoilan. The air is perfumed with

the moll delicious fruits, which afford a wholefome

and refrefhing nouriihment; the trees form a fhade

impenetrable to the rays of the fun. While the

living animals that are difperfed over the globe,

cannot fubfiil in other parts without devouring

each other, they lhare in India, in common with,

their mailer, the fweets of plenty and fecurity.

Even at this day, when the earth may be fuppofed

to hatve been exhaulled by the productions of fo

many ages, and their confumption in foreign coun-

tries, Indoilan, if we except a few fandy and bar-

ren diilricts, is Hill the moll fruitful country in the

world.

D 3 The
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The fyftem of morals in this country is no lefs

extraordinary than the fyftem of nature. When we
Religion, _ .

govemmmt, iix our eyes on this vait region, where nature hath

of imioifaTi. exerted her utmoft efforts for the happinefs of man,

we cannot but regret that man hath done all in his

power to oppofe her, The rage of conqueft, and

what is no lefs deftru&ive an evil, the greedinefs of

traders have, in their turns, ravaged and opprefTed

the fineft country on the face of the globe.

Notwithstanding the numbers of favage ban-

ditti, and other ftrangers, whom war or the defire

of gain has invited to India, it is eafy to diftin-

guifh the antient inhabitants. There is not, hew-

ever, fo much difference in the caft of complexion

and outward appearance of thefe people, as in the

particularities of their character ; opprefTed as they

have been with the yoke of tyranny, or rather of

the wildeft anarchy, they have not adopted either

the manners, the laws, or the religion of their ma-

tters. Their continual experience of all the horrors

of war, all the excefTes and vices of which human

nature is capable, has not tainted their character,

Nothing has ever been able to reconcile the ten-

der, humane and timorous Indian to fcenes of

blood, or to animate him with the courage and

fpirit of rebellion. His vices ariie folely from a

weak mind.

THEJudicious traveller, whopaffingover the plains

of Egypt, fees trunks of columns, mutilated ftatues,

broken entablatures, and immenfe pyramids that

have efcaped the ravages of war and time dif-

perfed about the country, is loft in admiration at

the
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the view of the ruins of a nation which no longer

exifts. He cannot now find out the fituation of

Thebes, that city fo celebrated in antiquity for it's

hundred gates ; but the venerable remains of its

temples and of its tombs, give him a higher idea

of its magnificence than the defcriptions of Hero-

dotus and Diodorus Siculus.

When we attentively examine the accounts given

by travellers of the manners of the natives of India,

we feem to wander among heaps of ruins, the re-

mains of an immenfe fabric. The original form is

Ion, but enough is preferved to convince us of the

magnificence and regularity of the plans. Amidfla

variety of abfurd fuperftkions, puerile and extrava-

gant cuftoms, ftrange ceremonies and prejudices,

we may difcover the traces of fublime morality, deep

philofophy, and refined policy ; but when we at-

tempt to trace the religious and civil inftitutions to

their origin, we find that is loft in the maze of an-

tiquity. By the moft antient traditions, the Indians

appear to have been the firft who received the rudi-

ments of fcience, and the polilh of civilization.

But their leginative fyftem has never been difco-

vercd ; and the antients themfelves feem only to

have been acquainted with the remains of it.

In India are found the traces of a multitude of

fuperftitious obfervances, arts, (ports, errors and

truths of all kinds, which have been adopted by

almoft all nations.

The Indians themfelves are ignorant of the

origin of their religion and policy : they have to

this day preferved cuftoms which muft certainly

D 4 .
have.
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have owed their rife to a fyftem that no longer ex-

ifts : the fpirit of their political conflitution is loft,

and every branch of it either changed or corrupted.

Their religion, which was of the allegorical and

moral kind, hath degenerated into a heap of extra-

vagant and obfcene fuperftitions, owing to their

having realized thofe fictions which were intended

merely as fo many fymbols and emblems.

Were it poilible to obtain a light of their fa-

cred books, the only remains there are of the In-

dian antiquities, we might, in fome meafure, be

enabled to remove the veil that envelops thefe nu-

merous myffceries; but we have little reafon to hope

that we ihall ever be intrufted with fuch a commu-

nication.

The emperor Mahmoud Akbar had an inclina-

tion to make himfelf acquainted with the principles

of all the religious fedts throughout his extenlive

provinces. Having difcarded the fuperftitious no-

tions with which he had been prepofTefTed by his

education in the Mohammedan faith, he refolved

to judge for himfelf. It was eafy for him to be

acquainted with the nature of thofe fyflems, that

are formed upon the plan of making profelytes

;

but he found himfelf difappointed in his defign,

when he came to treat with the Indians, who will

not admit any perfon whatever to the participation

of their myfteries.

Neither the authority nor promifes of Akbar

could prevail with the Bramins to difclofe the

tenets ©f their religion ,* he was therefore obliged •

to have recourfe to artifice. The ftratagem he

made
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made ufe of was, to caufe an infant, of the name of

Feizi, to be committed to the care of thefe priefts,

as a poor orphan of the facerdotal line, who alone

could be initiated into the facred rites of their theo-

logy. Feizi, having received the proper inftructions

for the part he was to adt, was conveyed privately

to Benares, the feat of knowledge in Indoftan ; he

was received into the houfe of a learned Bramin,

who educated him with the fame care as if he had

been his fon. After the youth had fpent ten years

in ftudy, Akbar was defirous of recalling him; but

he was {truck with the charms of the daughter of

his preceptor.

The women of the facerdotal tribe are looked

upon as the greateft beauties in Indoftan. The old

Bramin laid no reftraint on the growing paffion of

the two lovers ; he was fond of Feizi, who had

gained his affedtion by his addrefs and docility, and

offered him his daughter in marriage. The young

man, divided between love and gratitude, refolved

to conceal the fraud no longer ; and falling at the

feet of the Bramin, difcovered the impofture, and

afked pardon for his offence.

The prieft, without reproaching him in the

leaft, feized a poniard which hung at his girdle,

and was going to plunge it in his breaft, if Feizi

had not prevented him by taking hold of his arm.

The young man ufed every means to pacify him,

and declared himfelf ready to do any thing to ex-

piate his treachery. The Bramin burfting into

tears, promifed to pardon him on condition that

he fliould fwear never to tranilate the Bedas, or

i facred
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book facred volumes, or difclofe to any perfon what-

*—v-—' ever the fymbol of the Bramin creed. Feizi readi-

ly promifed all that the Bramin required : ho\

far he kept his word is not known ; but the faqrec

books of the Indians have never been tranilatec

by him, or any one elfe, to this day.

As the Bramins are the only perfons who under-

Hand the language of the facred book, their com-

ments on the text are the fame as thofe which have

ever been made on religious books; all the maxims

which fancy, intereft, paffion or falfe zeal can fug-

ged, are to be found in thefe volumes. Thefe exclu-

iive pretentions of the interpreters of religion have

given them that unbounded influence over the

people, wrhich impoflors and fanatics will not fail to

exert over men who have not the courage to confult

either their own reafon, or their own feelings.

From the Indus to the Ganges, the Vzdam isf
j

univerfally received as the book that contains the

principles of religion ; but the generality differ

on feveral points relative to faith and practice.

That fpirit of debate and refinement, which for

fo many ages has infected the philofophy of our

fchools, has made flill further progrefs among the

Bramins, and cauied more abfurdities in their doc,

trines than it has introduced into ours, by a mix-

ture of Platonifm which is perhaps itfelf derived

from the doctrines of the Bramins.

Throughout all Indoltan, the laws of govern-

ment, cuftoms and manners make a part of reli-

gion ; being all derived from Brama, a being far

fuperior in dignity to the human race, the inter-

preter
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preter of the divinity, the author of the facred B ° g
K

books, and the great law-giver of India.
'

' ^~"

There is fome reafon to believe that Brama

was pofTeffed of the fovereign authority ; as his re-

ligious iniiitutions were evidently defigned to in-

fpire the people with a profound reverence and

great love for their country, and are particularly

levelled a°"ainft the vices incident to the climate.

Few religions feem to have been fo well adapted

to the countries for which they were calculated.

It is from Brama that the Indians derive their

religious veneration for, the three capital rivers of

Indoftan, the Indus, the Criftina, and the Ganges.

It was he who confecrated the animal that is molt

ferviceable in the cultivation of land, as well as the

cow, whofe milk is fo wholefome a nourishment in

hot countries. To him they afcribe the divifion of

the people into tribes or cajles, diftinguifhed from

each other by their political and religious principles.

This institution is antecedent to all traditions and

known records, and may be confidered as the molt

finking proof of the great antiquity of the Indians.

Nothing appears more contrary to the natural pro-

grefs of focial connections, than this distribution of

the members of the fame community into diftincrt

claffes. Such an idea could only be the refult of a

Studied plan of legislation, which pre-fuppofes a great

proficiency in civilization and knowledge. Another

circumftance Still more extraordinary is, that this

distinction mould continue fo many ages, after the

leading idea and connecting tie was forgotten ;

and affords us a remarkable example of the Strength

3 of
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of national prejudices, when fandtified by religious

ideas.

The nation is divided into four claries, the Bra-

mins, the foldiery, huibandmen and mechanics :

thefe clalTes have their fubdivifions. There are

feveral orders of Bramins : thofe who mix in fo-

ciety are, for the molt part, very corrupt in their

morals ; they believe that the water of the Ganges

will warn away all their crimes ; and as they are

not fubject to any civil jurifdkftion, live without

either reftraint or virtue, excepting that character

of compaffion and charity which is fo commonly

found in the mild climate of India.

The others who live abllracted from the world,

are either weak-minded men or enthufiafls, and

abandon themfelves to lazinefs, fuperftition, and the

dreams of metaphyfics. We find in their difputesthe

very fame ideas that occur in the writings of our moil

celebrated metaphysicians; fuch as, fubftance, acci-

dent, priority, pofteriority, immutability, indivisibili-

ty, the vital and fenfitive foul; but with this difference,

that in India thefe fine difcoveries are very ancient,

though it is but a very fhort time fince father Lom-

bard, Thomas Aquinas, Leibnitz, and Mallebranche

anonilhed all Europe with their dexterity in railing

thefe vifionary fyftems. As this abfrracted manner

of reafoning was derived to us from the Greek phi-

lofophers, whofe refinements we have far exceeded,

it is not improbable that the Greeks themfelves

might have borrowed this ridiculous knowledge

from the Indians ; unlefs we rather chufe to fup-

pofe, that as the principles ofmetaphyfics lie open

to
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to the capacities of all nations, the indolence of the B ° ° K

Bramins may have produced the fame effect in India, *—v—

'

as that of our monks has done in Europe : notwith-

standing the inhabitants of one country had never

communicated their doctrines to thofe of the other.

Such are the defcendants of the ancient Brach-

mans, whom antiquity never fpeaks of but with

admiration ; becaufe the affectation of aufterity and

myftery, and the privilege of declaring the will of

heaven have impofed upon the vulgar in all ages.

The Greeks afcribe to them the doctrine of the

immortality of the foul, and certain notions con-

cerning the nature of the Supreme Being, and

future rewards and punifhments.

To this fpecies of knowledge, which is the more

flattering to the curiofity of man in proportion as

it tranfcends his weak capacity, the Brachmans

added an infinite number of religious obfervances,

which were adopted by Pythagoras in his fchool;

fuch as, fatting, prayer, filence, and contempla-

tion ; virtues of the imagination, which have a

more powerful effect upon the vulgar than thofe

of a ufeful and benevolent tendency. The Brach-

mans were looked upon as the friends of the

gods, becaufe they affected to pay them Co much
regard ; and as the protectors of mankind, becaufe

they paid them no regard at all. No bounds were >

therefore fet to the refpect and gratitude that were

fliewn them ; princes themfelves did not fcruple

to confult thefe reclines upon any critical conjunc-

ture, from a fuppofition, no doubt, that they were

infpired ; fince it was impcffible to imagine that

they
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they had the advantages of experience. We can

fcarcely, however, deny that there might be among

them fome men of real virtue, vvhofe minds relilhed '

the pure and ingenuous delights of ftudy and fcience

;

and who, by nobly railing their thoughts to the

contemplation of the firft Being, muft have had

more powerful incitements to render themfelves

worthy of his care, and none to juflify them in de-

ceiving, and tyrannizing over their fellow-creatures.

The military clafs confifts of the Rajas on the

coaft of Coromandel, and the Nairs on the coaft

of Malabar. There are likewife whole nations,

the Canarins and the Marattas for inftance, who

affume the profefiion, either becaufe they are the

defcendants of fome tribes originally devoted to

arms, or becaufe times and circumrlances have in-

troduced a change in their primitive infiitutions.

The third clafs coniiils entirely of hufbandmen,

and there are few countries where this fet of men

have a better title to the gratitude of their
1

fellow-

fubjecls ; they are laborious and induftrious, per-

fectly acquainted with the art of diflributing their

rivulets, and of making the burning foil they in-

habit as fertile as poilible. They are in India what

they would be every where elfe, if not corrupted

or oppreffed by government, the moft honeft and

virtuous of men. This clafs, which was formerly

much refpe&ed, was free from tyranny, and the

ravages of war ; never were the hufbandmen

obliged to bear arms ; their lands and their lar

bours were held equally facred ; they ploughed

their fields within view of contending armies, who

fuffered



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

fuffered them to purfue their peaceful toil without

moleftation ; their corn was never fet on fire, nor

their trees cut down ; religion too, that all-power-

ful principle, lent her affiflance to reafon, which,

though it inculcates indeed the propriety of pro-

tecting ufeful occupations, has not of itielf fufficient

influence to enforce the execution of its own laws.

The tribe of mechanics was branched out into

as many fubdivifions as there are trades ; no one

was allowed to relinquiih the profeffion of his pa-

rents ; for which reafon induflry and vaffalage

have ever gone hand in hand, and carried the

arts to as high perfection as they can poffibly at-

tain without the affiflance of tafte and imagina-

tion, which feldom unfold themfelves but under

the kind influences of emulation and liberty.

Besides thefe tribes, there is a fifth, which is

the outcafl of all the reft ; the members of it are

employed in the meanefl offices of fociety; they

bury the dead, carry away dirt, and live upon the

flefh of animals that die natural deaths ; they are

held in fuch abhorrence, that if any of their focie-

ty dares to touch any perfon belonging to the other

daffies, he has a right to kill him on the fpot ; they

are called Parias.

In Malabar there is another race of men, called

Poulichees, who fuffer flill greater injuries and

hardihips ; they inhabit the forefts, where they

are not permitted to build huts, but are obliged

to make a kind of ncft upon the trees : when they

are preffed with hunger, they howl like wild beafts

to excite the companion of the paffengers. The

moil
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molt charitable among the Indians depofit fome

rice or other food at the foot of a tree, and retire

with all portable hafte, to give the famifhed wretch

an opportunity of taking it without meeting with

his benefadtor, who would think himfelf polluted

by coming near him.

The Europeans, by living with thefe unhappy

people upon terms of common humanity, at length

made themfelves almoft equally the objects of detef-

tation among the Indians. This deteftation prevails

even to this day in the inland parts of the country,

where the want of intercourfe keeps alive thofe rooted

prejudices, which wear off gradually near the fea-

coafts, where the interefts and mutual wants of

commerce unite men with each other, and confe-

quently introduce jufter notions of human nature.

All thefe claffes are for ever feparated from

each other by unfurmountable barriers ; they are

not allowed to intermarry, live, or eat together.

Whoever tranfgreffes this rule, is baniftied as a

difgrace to his tribe.

But it is quite otherwife when they go in pil-

grimage to the temple of Jagrenat, or the Supreme

Being. At thefe feafons the Bramins, the Raja

or Nair, the hufbandman and mechanic /carry

their offerings, and eat and drink promifcuouily

;

they are there admonifhed that the diftinclions of

birth are of human inftitution, and that all men

are brethren and children of the fame God.

The religious fyftem which has given a fanc-

tion to the fubordination of rank among the In-

dians, has not had fufficient influence to prevent

them
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them entirely from afpiring to thofe marks of B ° ° K

diftincYion which are appropriated to the fuperior *—*—

'

clafTes. Ambition, fo natural to mankind, has

fometimes exerted itfelf, and lingular expedients

have been tried by men jealous of fnperiority to

Ihare with the Bramins the veneration of the

multitude ; this has given rife to a race of monks

known in India by the name of Fakirs.

Men of all the tribes or carles are permitted to

follow this clafs of life ; nothing more is required

than to emulate the Bramins in abftraclcd contem-

plation and indolence; but at the fame time they are

obliged to furpafs them in exceffiveaufterities, which

ftrike the mildeft people in the world with religious

horror. The appearance of thefe fanatics exceeds

imagination; fome of them wallow 111 the dirt, others

accuflom themfelves to painful poftures, extending

their arms over their head till they are unable to

recover their natural pofition ; and a third fort con-

tinue Handing feven or eight days together, which

occafions prodigious fwellings in their legs; they all

of them enter into an engagement never to wafh their

bodies, or comb their hair ; and to oppofe and dif-

erace nature, with a view of recommending; them-

felves to its author. The refpecl: paid them by the

people is their only recompenfe for thefe facrifices,

which infinitely exceed all the mortifications prac-

tifed by the European monks ; if thofe may be

called mortifications, which are nothing more

than lingular ceremonies practifed at an early age,

when to get rid of fcruples concerning the grati-

fication of natural and forbidden paflions, the

Vol. I. E youthful



50 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
book youthful imagination ardently embraces any iyftem

*—

*

' of life, however extravagant, provided it has re-

ceived the public fanction, and is calculated to ad-

minifter to their pleafures.

Though in the facred books of the Indians we do

not meet with thofe inflances of the marvellous,

which fometimes flrike fo forcibly in the Greek

theology, their mythology is as irregular as that of

almoft any other people. We do not find, in parti-

cular, any connection between their religious prin-

ciples and the feveral claries that form the bails of

their government. The fhaftah is looked upon by

ibme as a commentary oh the vedam, and by others

as an original work, an extract of which has been

lately published in England, and has thrown fome

light upon this fubjeCt. This book teaches, that the

Eternal Being abforbed in the contemplation of his

own effence* formed the fefolution of created beings,

who might partake of his glory. He fpoke, and

angels rofe into exiflence; they fang in concert the

praifes of their Creator, and harmony reigned in

the celeftial regions, when two of thefe fpirits

having revolted, drew a legion after them*- The

Supreme Being drove them into a place of tor-

ment, from whence they were releafedi at the in*

tcrceffion of the faithful angels,- upon conditions,

which at once infpired them with joy and terror*

The rebels were fentenced, under different forms,

to undergo punifhments in the loweft of the

fifteen planets* in proportion to the enormity of

their firflc offence ; accordingly each angel under-

went eighty-feven tranfmigrations upon earth,

before
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before he animated the body of a cow, which holds book
the higheft rank among the animal tribes. Thefe *—v^—

'

different tranfmigrations are confidered as fo many

ftages of expiation, preparatory to a ftate of proba-

tion, which commences as foon as the angel trans-

migrates from the body of the cow into a human

body : in this lituation the Creator enlarges his in-

tellectual faculties, and constitutes him a free agent;

and his good or bad conduct haflens or retards the

time of his pardon. The good are at their death,

re-united to the Supreme Being, and the wicked

begin anew the a?ra of their expiation.

Hence it appears, from this tradition of the

fhaftah, that the metempfychofis is an actual pu-

nishment, and that the fouls which animate the

generality of the brute creation, are nothing more

than wicked fpirits. This explanation is certain-

ly not univerfally adopted in India. It was pro-

bably invented by fome devotee of a melancholy

and rigid caft, as the dodtrine of the tranfmigra-

tion of fouls feems originally to have been founded

rather on hope than fear.

In fad:, it is natural to fuppofe that it was only

adopted at firft as an idea that flattered and foothed

mankind, and would eafily be embraced in a

country where men, living under the influence

of a delicious climate and a mild government,

began to be fenfible of the fhortnefs of life. A
fyftem, therefore, which extended it beyond its

natural limits could not fail to be welf received.

It is a confolation to an old man, who fees him-

felf deferted by all that is dear to him, to ima-

E 2 gine
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gine that his enjoyments will fiill remain, and

that his diffolution only opens a pafTage to ano-

ther fcene of exigence. At the fame time, it is

equally a matter of confolation to the friends who

attend him in his laft moments, to think, that in

leaving the world he does not relinquifh the hopes

of rifing once more into life. Hence was the rife

and progrefs of the doctrine of tranfmigration. Rea-

fon, diffatisfied with this illufion, may urge in vain,

that without recollection there can be no continu-

ance or identity of being ; and that if a man does

not remember that he has exifted, he is in the fame

iituation as if he had never exifted before :—Sen-

timent adopted what reafon difallowed.

The fhaftah, no doubt, has given a greater

air of feverity to the doctrine of the metempfycho-

iis, with a view of making it more inflru mental

in fupporting the fyftem of morality necefiary

to be eftabiiihed. In fadt, upon this idea of

tranfmigration coniidered in the light of a punifh-

ment, the fhaflah explains the duties which the

angels were required to perform. The principal

ones were charity, abftinence from animal food,

and a fcrupulous adherence to the profeffion of

their anceftors. This laft-mentioned prejudice,

in which all thefe people agree, notwithstanding

they differ in their opinions concerning its origin,

is without example, unlefs it be among the an-

cient Egyptians, whole inftitutions and thofe of

the Indians have certainly fome hiflorical rela-

tion to each other, which is now unknown to

us. But though the Egyptian laws eflablifhed a

diftinction
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diflindtion of ranks, none were held in contempt;

while, on the contrary, the laws of Brama, by

the introduction, perhaps, of fome abufes, feem

to have condemned one part of the nation to pain

and infamy.

There is reafon to believe that the Indians were

almoft as civilized when Brama inftituted his laws,

as they are at prefent. Whenever a community be-

gins to affume a certain form, it naturally divides

into feveral clafTes, according to the variety and

extent of thofe arts that are neceffary to fupply its

demands.

It was doubtlefs the intention of Brama, by

confirming thefe different profeffions by fanclions

of religion, and confining the exercife of them

perpetually to the fame families, to give them a

lafting eftablifhment on political principles ; but

he did not forefee that by thefe means he lhould

obftrucl: the progrefs of difcoveries, which, in the

end, might give rife to new occupations. Ac-

cordingly, if we may judge by the fcrupulous at-

tention paid by the Indians at this day to the laws

of Brama, we may affirm that induftry has made

no advances among this people, fince the time of

this legiflator; and that they were almoft as civilized

as they are at prefent, when they firft received his

laws. This remark is fufficient to give us an idea

of the antiquity of thefe people, who have made

no improvements in knowledge fince an sera which

feems to be the moft ancient in hiflory.

Brama prefcribed different kinds of food for

thefe refpe&ive tribes. The military, and fome

E 3
other
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other ranks, were permitted to eat venifon and mut-

ton. Fiih was allowed to fome hufbandmen and me-

chanics. Others lived upon milk and vegetables.

None of the Bramins ate any thing that had life.

Upon the whole, thefe people are extremely fober;

but their abftinence varies in proportion to the

greater or lefs labour required in their profefiions.

They marry in their infancy, and their wives

maintain a character of fidelity unknown in other

countries. Some of the fuperior ranks are al-

lowed the privilege of having feveral wives. It

is well known that the wives of the Bramins burn

themfelves on the death of their hulbands, and

they feem to be the only perfons who are obliged

to it by the laws. Others, however, have been

difpofed to follow their example, led by that

point of honour to which fo many victims are fa-

crificed in all countries. This cruel injunction is

confined to widows who have no iflue. Thofe

who have children are expected to take care of

their education and fettlement in the world. Were
it not for this precaution, the ftate, which ought

to be the guardian of thefe orphans, would be

laden with a very oppreffive burthen.

Since the Moguls became mafters of Indoflan,

thefe horrible fpectacles have been much lefs fre-

quent, as it cofts a fum too confiderable for any

but the rich to obtain a licence for that purpofe.

But this obftacle has fomerimes made their incli-

nations the ftronger. Some women have been

known to devote themfelves for feveral years to

the loweft and molt laborious employments, in

cider
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order to raife money to defray the expences of B ° ° K

this extravagant fuicide. Others have been more *—«—

'

eagerly ambitious of facrificing themfelves, in pro-

portion as fcenes of this kind became lefs common,

A few years ago a young, beautiful, and rich,

widow of Surat afpired to this high honour. The
governor refufed to grant her permiffion to confign

herfelf, with all her valuable accomplifhments, to

the flames. The lady, full of indignation, took a

handful of burning coals, and, feemingly regardlefs

of the pain, faid in a firm tone to the governor : Con-

fider not alone the tendernefs of my age; fee with what in-

fenfibility I hold this fire in my hands ; and know that

with equal conjlancy Ifhall throw myfelfinto the flames.

All the women, however, are not animated

with this enthuliaflic intrepidity. Many of them,

who were ambitious of devoting themfelves to the

manes of their hufbands, have been feized with an

involuntary tremor when their approaching fate ap->

peared in all its horrors. To encourage them to

this great action, fo contrary to reafon and nature,

a mixture is given them, which, by flupifying the

fenfes, removes the apprehenfions which the pre-

paration for death mult unavoidably occafion. The

moment the intoxication takes place, thefe unfor-

tunate widows are directly thrown upon the fatal

pile ; and to this flratagem, invented by the ad-

vocates for fanaticifm, are to be attributed thofe

feeming figns of joy and fatisfaction, which appear

in their countenances at the fight of thofe devour-

ing flames that are ready to reduce them to afhes.

E4 Tins
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s oo k This inftitution is not attributed to Brama, but

*—v—' rather feems to be the invention of fome Bramin,

who carried his jealoufy beyond the grave. It is

a piece of refinement, dictated by a barbarous and

over-ftrained affection, and fuitable to the character

' of thofe fuperftitious mortals, who think there is

an efTential merit in rigid morality, and what they

call a fuperior purity.

These people are of a mild, humane difpofition,

and are almoft ftrangers to the paffions that prevail

among us. What motive of ambition can there be

among men who are deftined to continue always in

the fame fcate ? They love peaceable labour and an

indolent life, and often quote this pafTage of one of

their favourite authors : '~Tis better to fit Jlill than to

walk ; better tojleep than to awake; But death is bejlofall.

Their temperance, and the exceffive heats of

the climate, refcrain the violence of their paffions,

and weaken their propeniity to amorous pleafures.

Avarice, which reigns chiefly in people of weak

bodies, and little minds, is almofl their only paffion.

We may judge of their ingenuity in arts by the

fpecimcns that are brought from India. They are

not to be made without much difficulty, but they

are deftitute of taite and elegance. The fciences

are fiill more neglected, nor have they the leaft.

notion of mechanics ; before they were acquainted

with the Mohammedans, no bridges had ever been

erected. The Pagodas are in general nothing more

than miferable ftru&ures of a fquare form, ad-

mitting no light but at the entrance, which always

fronts the eaft ; this defeat is fu nplied by tapers,

which
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which are kept burning by the pious and devout. It

is afferted, however, that their great Pagodas are

regularly built, and that the ornaments both within

and without are of confiderable value. The idol is

placed in the center of the building, fo that the Pa-

rias who are not admitted into the temple, may have

a fight of it through the gates. In thefe Pagodas

there are cifterns of water for the purification of the

Indians. Thefe fuperftitious ceremonies are chiefly

obferved by the people. It is faid that there are

flill fome of the Bramins who know how to calcu-

late eclipfes ; but it is not very eafy to difcover

whether this is done by means of fome of their ta-

bles derived from their anceftors, or whether they

are really acquainted with the theory previoufly ne-

ceffary towards the folution of fuch problems.

The military clafs have chofen to fix their refi-

dence in the northern provinces, and the peninfula

is chiefly inhabited by the inferior tribes. Hence

it has happened, that all the powers who have at-

tacked India by fea, have met with fo little refin-

ance. It may not be amifs to remind thofe philo-

fophers who maintain that man is an animal def-

tined to fubfift upon the fruits of the earth, that

the military people who indulge in animal food,

are more robuil, courageous and fprightly, and live

longer than thofe of the other claries who feed

upon vegetables ; at the fame time it muft be

owned, that the difference between the inhabitants

of the north and fouth, is of too uniform a calt to

be attributed entirely to the particular kind of nou-

rifhment ; the cold of the north, the elaflicity of

the
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book tne a j r^ je fs fertility and more labour and exercife,

s

—

\
1 with a m0re varied kind of life; all thefe circum-

ftances whet the appetite, brace the nerves, raife a

jfpirit of refolution and activity, and give a firmer

tone to the organs : on the other hand, the heats of

the fouthj together with great quantities of fruit,

an active life, a conftant perfpiration, a more free

and more lavifli ufe of the means conducive to po-

pulation, more indulgence in effeminate pleafures,

and a fedantry and uniform courfe of life, while

they increafe the number of births, occafion a

fpeedier diffolution. Upon the whole it fhould feem a

that though man was not by nature defigned to con-

fume the flelh of animals, he is endued with a power

of accommodating himfelf to the various modes of

life that prevail in every different climate, and

either hunts and lives upon fleih or vegetables ; or

turns fhepherd or hufbandman according to the

fertility or barrennefs of the foil.

The religion of Brama was antiently, and ftill

continues to be, divided into eighty-three fects,.

which agree in fome fundamental points, and have"

no difputes about the reft; they live in amity with

men of all perfuafions, as their own does not oblige

them to make profelytes. The Indians feldom admit

ftrangers to their worfhip, and always with the great-

ell reluctance. This was in fome meafure the fpirit

of the ancient fuperftition, as it appears among the

Egyptians, the Jews, the Greeks, and the Romans :

and though it has occafioned fewer ravages than the

zeal of making converts, it prevents the intercourfes

of fociety, and raifes an additional barrier between

one people and another. When
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When we confider how bounteoufly nature has

provided for the happinefs of thefe fertile countries,

where every want is eafily fupplied ; and that the

companionate temper and morals of the Indians ren-

der them equally averfe from perfecution andthefpirit

of conqueft, we cannot help lamenting that a barba-

rous inequality fhould have diftinguiihed one part of

the nation by power and privileges, while the reft of

the inhabitants are loaded with mifery and contempt.

What can be the caufe of this ftrange illufion ? It

muft doubtlefs be traced to that principle which has

been the constant fourcc of all the calamities that

have befallen the inhabitants of this globe.

We need only fuppofe that a powerful people,

with few lights to direct them, adopt an original

error, which ignorance brings into fafhion : as

foon as this error becomes general, it is made the

bafis of an intire fyftem of politics and morality

;

and men begin to find that their innocent pro-

pensities run counter to their duty. In order to

conform to this new plan of morality, they muft

perpetually be offering violence to the order of

nature. This continual ftruggle will introduce

a moft amazing contrariety into their manners ;

and the nation will be compofed of a fett of

wretches, who will pafs their lives in mutually tor-

menting each other, and accufing nature. Such is

the picture of all the people upon earth, except-

ing, perhaps, a few focieties of favages. Abfurd

prejudices have perverted human reafon, and even

ftifled that inftindt which teaches animals to refill

oppreffion and tyranny, Multitudes of the human

race
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boo K race implicitly fubmit to be a fort of vaflals to a

*—v—' fmall number of men who opprefs them.

Such is the fatal progrefs of that original error,

which impofture has either produced or kept up in

the mind of man. May true knowledge revive thofe

rights of reafonable beings, which to be recovered,

want only to be known ! Ye fages of the earth,

philofophers of every nation, it is yours alone to

make laws by pointing them out to your country-

men. Take the glorious refolution to inftruct your

fellow creatures, and be allured that it is much

eafier to propagate truth than error. . Mankind,

animated by the defire of happinefs, to which you

will point the way, will liften to you with atten-

tion. Make thofe millions of hireling flaves blulh,

who are always ready, at the command of their

matters, to deflroy their fellow-citizens. Roufe

all the powers of human nature to oppofe this fub-

verfion of focial laws. Teach mankind that li-

berty is the inftitution of God ; authority that of

man. Expofe thofe myflerious arts which hold the

world in chains and darknefs : let the people be

fenfible how far their credulity has been impofed

upon ; let them re-affume with one accord the ufe

of their faculties, and vindicate the honour of the

human race.

Besides the natives, the Portuguefe found Mo-

hammedans in India, fome of whom came from

the borders of Africa. The greater! part of them

were defendants of the Arabs, who either fettled

here or made incurfions. They had poffeffed them-

felves of all the countries as far as the Indus, by

3 tne
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the force of arms. The moft enterprizing among

them palled this river, and fucceffively penetrated

into the extremities of the eaft. Oh this immenfe

continent they became the factors of Arabia and

Egypt, and were treated with diftinguifhed reipect

by all the fovereigns who wifhed to keep up an in-

tercourfe with thefe countries. Here they multi-

plied to a great degree ; for as their religion allowed

poligamy, they married in every place where they

made any flay.

Their fuccefs was ftill more rapid and lading in

the iflands that lie fcattered in this ocean. The want

of commerce procured them the belt reception both

from princes and their fubjedts. They foon role to

the higheft dignities in thefe petty ftates, and be-

came the arbiters of government. They took ad-

vantage of the fuperiority of their knowledge, and

the fupport they received from their country, to

eflabliih an univerfal dominion. The defpots and

their vaffals, in order to ingratiate themfelves with

them, abandoned a religion to which they had no

great attachment, for new opinions which might

procure them fome advantages. This facrifice coil

them the lefs, as the preachers of the Koran made*

. no fcruple of mixing ancient fuperftitions among

thofe they wifhed to eftablifh.

These Mohammedan Arabs, who were apoflles

and merchants at the fame time, had already pro-

pagated their religion by purchafing a great num-

ber of Haves, to whom, after they had been cir-

cumcifed and inftructed in their doctrine, they

gave their freedom ; but as a certain pride pre-

vented
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b oo k vented them from mixing; their blood with that of
v—v

—

' thefe freedmen, the latter have in time become a

diftindt people, inhabiting the coaft of the Indian

peninmla from Goa to Madrafs ; they are at prefent

known in Malabar by the name of Pooliahs, and

by that of Coolies in Coromandel ; they underftand

neither the Perfian, the Arabian, nor the Moorifh

language, and confine themfelves to that of the

countries in which, they live ; the generality are

addicted to commerce, and profefs a fpecies of

Mohammedifm extremely corrupted by the Indian

iuperftitions.

Indostan, which has fince been almoft entirely

reduced by war under a foreign yoke, was, at the

time of the arrival of the Portuguefe, divided be-

tween the kings of Cambaya, Delhi, Bifnagar, Nar-

zingua and Calicut, each of which reckoned feveral

fovereigns, more or lefs powerful, among their tri-

butaries. The laft of thefe monarchs, who is bet-

ter known by the name of Zamorin, which anfwers

to that of emperor, than by the name of his capi-

tal city, poffefled the moft maritime ftates, and his

empire extended over all Malabar.

There is an ancient tradition, that when the

Arabs began to eftablifh themfelves in India in the

eighth century, the king of Malabar took fo great

a fancy to their religion, that he not only embraced

it, but determined to end his days at Mecca. Ca-

licut, where he embarked, became a place fo dear

and refpectable to the Moors, that they were in-

fenfibly led to make it the conftant rendezvous of

their mips. Thus by the fole effect of this fu-

perftition,
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perftition, this harbour, incommodious and dan-

gerous as it was, became the richeft ftaple of thefe

countries. Precious ftones, pearls, amber, ivory,

china-ware, gold and filver, filks and cottons, in-

digo, fugar, all kinds of fpices, valuable woods,

perfumes, beautiful varmfh, and whatever con-

duces to the elegance of life, were carried thither

from all parts of the eaft. Some of thefe rich com-

modities came by fea ; but as navigation was nei-

ther fo fafe nor purfued with fo much fpirit as it is

now, a great deal was brought by land by buffaloes

and elephants.

Gama, having informed himfelf of thefe parti- ThePortu-
gnefe efta-

culars, when he touched at Melinda, hired an able biifliafettie-

pilot to conducl him to that port in which trade was coaftof m*.

the mod flourishing. Here he fortunately met with

a Moor of Tunis, who underflood the Portugnefe

language, and having feen with admiration the great

achievements of this nation on the coafls of Bar-

bary, conceived a fondnefs for it which overcame

his prejudices. This predilection engaged the Moor

to ufe all his intereft in favour of thefe ftraneers, who

put themfelves entirely under his direction. He pro-

cured Gama an audience of the Zamorin, who pro-

pofed an alliance, and a treaty of commerce with the

king his mafter. This was upon the point of be-

ing concluded, when the Muffulmen found means

to throw a fufpicion upon a rival power, whofe

courage, activity and knowledge they dreaded.

The reports they made to him of its ambition and

reftleflhefs, made fuch an impreffion on the mind

of the prince, that he refolved to deftroy thofe ad-

venturers
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venturers to whom he had juft before given fo fa*

vourable a reception,

Gama being informed of this change by his

faithful guide, lent his brother on board the fleet,

telling him, Ifyou Jhould hear that I am thrown into

prifon, or put to death, Iforbidyou, asyour commander,

either to come to my ajjiftance, or revenge my death ; fet

fail immediately, and inform the king ofthe particulars of

our voyage.

They were happily not reduced to thefe extre-

mities. The Zamorin, whowanted neither power

nor inclination, wanted courage to put his defign in

execution ; and the admiral had leave to return to

his fleet. After making fome well timed reprifals,

which procured a reftitution of the merchandife he

had left as a pledge in Calicut, he failed for

Europe.

It is impoffible to defcribe the joy that prevailed

at Lifbon on his return. The inhabitants beheld

themfelves on the point of eftablifhing the richefr.

commerce in the world, and being not only avari-

tious, but fuperftitious at the fame time, flattered

themfelves with the hopes of propagating their re-

ligion either by perfuafion, or by the force of arms.

The popes, who omitted no opportunity of con-

firming the opinion of their fupreme authority upon

earth, gave the Portuguefe all the coafts they fhould

difcover in the eaft, and infpired this little ftate

with all the folly of conqueft.

Numbers were eager to embark on board the

new fleet that was fitted out for an expedition to

India. Thirteen veiTels that failed from the Ta-
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gus, under the command of Alvares Cabral, ar-

rived at Calicut, and reftored fome of the Zamo-

rin's fubjecls whom Gama had carried away with

him. Thefe Indians fpoke highly of the treatment

they had received ; but it was a long time before

the Zamorin was reconciled to the Portuguefe ; the

Moorifh party prevailed, and the people of Cali-

cut, feduccd by their intrigues, maflacred fifty of

the adventurers. Cabral, in revenge, burnt all the

Arabian veflels in the harbour, cannonaded the

town, and then failed firft to Cochin and after*

wards to Cananor.

The kings of both thefe towns gave him fpices*

offered him gold and filver, and propofed an alii*

ance with him againft the Zamorin, to whom they

were tributaries. The kings of Onor, Culan, and

feveral other princes, made the fame overtures j

flattering themfelves that they mould all be relieved

•from the tribute they paid to the Zamorin, extend

the frontiers of their ftates, and fee their harbours

crouded with the fpoils of Afia. This general infa-

tuation procured to the Portuguefe fo great an ai-

cendant over the whole country of Malabar, thaC

wherever they appeared they gave the law. No fo-

vereign was fuffered to enter into an alliance with

them, unlefs he would acknowledge himfelf depen-

dent on the court of Lifbon, give leave that a cita-

del fhould be built in his capital, and fell his mer-

chandife at the price fixed by the buyer. The foreign

merchant was obliged to wait till the Portuguefe had

completed their lading; and no perfon was fuffered

to navigate thefe feas without producing paff-

Voi. I. F porta
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book ports from them. The wars in which they were

1—v—
' unavoidably engaged, gave little interruption to

their trade ; with a fmall number of men they de-

feated numerous armies ; their enemies met with

them every where, and always fled before them

;

and, in a Ihort time, the mips of the Moors, of

the Zamorin and his dependents, no longer dared

to make their appearance.

The Portuguefe, thus become the conquerors of

the eaft, were perpetually fending rich cargoes to

their own country, which refounded with the fame

of their exploits. The port of Lifbon gradually

became the refort of all the traders in Europe, and

the grand mart of Indian commodities ; for the

Portuguefe, who brought them immediately from

India, fold them at a lower rate than the merchants

of other nations.

To fecure and extend thefe advantages, it be*

came neceffary to call in the aid of reflection to

correct and ftrengthen what had hitherto been the

offspring of chance, a lingular intrepidity, and a

happy concurrence of circumftances. It was- ne-
v

ceffary to eftablifh a fyftem of power and com-

merce, which, at the fame time, that it was exten-

sive enough to take in all objects, fhouldbe fo welt

connected, that all the parts of the grand ftruc-

ture they meant to raife, fhould mutually ftrengthea

'each other. Notwithstanding the information the

court of Lifbon had received from the account*

tranfmitted from India, and the testimony of thofe

who had hitherto been intrufted with the manage-

ment of her interests, in that quarter -, it wifely re-

pofed
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pofed all its confidence in Alphonfo Albuquerque, book

the moft difcerning of all the Portuguele who had !—»—

-

been in Afia.

The new viceroy acquitted himfelf beyond ex-

pectation : he found it neceifary that Portugal

ihould have an eitablifhment which might eafily

be defended, where there was a good harbour and

a wholefome air, and where the Portuguefe might

refrefh themfelves, after the fatigues of their paf-

fage from Europe. With this view he cafl: his eyes

upon Goa, which he forefaw would be an impor-

tant acquifition to Liibon.

Goa, which rifes in the form of an amphithea-

tre, is fituated near the middle of the coaft of Ma-

labar^ upon an ifland feparated from the continent

by the two branches of a river which falls into the

fea at fome diftance from the city, forming under

its walls one of the fineft harbours in the world.

This ifland is reckoned to be ten leagues in circum-

ference. Within this little fpot are to be feen hills,

vallies, woods, canals, fprings of excellent water,

a city magnificently built, market-towns and large

villages. Before the entrance inOo the port, weob-

ferve the two peninfulas Salfet and Barda, which

equally ferve the purpofes of defence and fhelter.

They are guarded by forts lined with artillery,

where all mips are obliged to flop before they come

to an anchor in the harbour.

Goa, though not fo considerable at that time as

it has been fince, was looked upon as the moil ad-

vantageous poft in India. It belonged to the king

<sf the Deean ; biir Idalcan, who was intruded with

F 2 the
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the government of it, had affumed an independency,

and endeavoured to extend his power in Malabar.

While this ufurper was purfuing his fchemes on the

continent, Albuquerque appeared before the gates

of Goa, took the city by ftorm, and acquired this

valuable advantage with very little lofs.

Idalcan, apprized of the lofs the king had fuf-

tained, did not hefitate a moment what meafures

he lhould take. In conjunction even with the In-

dians his enemies, who were almoft as much in-

terefled in this matter as himfelf, he marched to-

wards the capital, with a degree of expedition never

known before in that country. The Portuguese

having no firm footing, and finding themfelves un-

able to preferve their conqueft, retreated to their

ihips which kept their ftation in the harbour, and

lent to Cochin for a reinforcement. While they

Were waiting for it, their provifions failed. Idalcan

offered them a fupply, giving them to underftand,

'That he chofe to conquer by arm?, and not by famine.

It was cuftomary at that time, in the Indian wars,

for the armies to fuffer provifions to be carried to

their enemies. Albuquerque rejected the offer

made him, with this reply, That he would re-

ceive no prefents from Idalcan till they were friends*

The fuccour he hourly expected never arrived.

Tms difappointment determined him to retreat,

and to poftpone the execution of his darling pro-

ject to a more favourable opportunity, which pre-

sented itfelf a few months after. Idalcan being

obliged to take the field again to preferve his do-

minions "from abfolute- deduction, Albuquerque

made
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made a fuddcn attack upon Goa, which he carried

by ftorm, and fortified himfelf in the place. As

the harbour of Calicut was good for nothing, and

ceafed to be frequented by the Arabian veffels, all

its trade and riches were transferred to this city,

which became the metropolis of all the Portnguefe

Settlements in India.

The natives of the country were too weak, too

.difpirited, and too much at variance, to put a flop

to the fuccefs of this enterprizing nation. Nothing

remained to be done but to guard againft the Egyp-

tians, nor was the leaft precaution either omitted

or neglected.

Egypt, which Is confidered as the parent of all The™n -

'
,

x ner of car-

hiftorical antiquities, the fource of policy, and the rying™

nurfery of arts and fciences, after having remained clia before

.
P thecon-

for ages in a Hate of feparation from the reft of the queitsofthe

iii» i i '/- ^ortuguefe.

world, who were held in contempt by this wife

country, underftood and pracrifed navigation. The

inhabitants had long neglected the Mediterranean,

where they did not certainly exped: any great ad-

vantages, and directed their courfe towards the In-

dian ocean, which was the true channel of wealth.

Struck with the fituation of this country be-

tween two feas, one of which opens the road to the

caft, and the other to the weft, Alexander formed

the defign of fixing the feat of his empire in Egypt,

and of making it the centre of trade to the whole

world. This prince, who had more difcernment

than any other conqueror, faw that if it were pof-

lible to form an union between his prefent and fu-

ture acquisitions^ he muft make choice of.a coun-

F 3
try
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try which nature feems to have placed, as it were,

in contact with Africa and Afia to connect them

with Europe. The premature death of the greater!

commander that hiftory and fable have held forth

to the admiration of mankind, would for ever have

annihilated thefe vaft projects, had they not been

in part purfued by Ptolemy, one of his lieutenants;

who, upon the divifkm of the moft magnificent

fpoil ever known, claimed Egypt for his ihare.

In the reign of this new fovereign and his im-

mediate fucceiTors, commerce made prodigious im-

provements. Alexandria was the mart of the mer-

chandife that came from India, by the red lea, to

the port of Berenice.

A writer, who has entered deeply into this

fubject, and whofe accounts we follow, tells us,

that fome of the numerous veflels that were built

in confeqnence of thefe connections, traded only

in the gulph with the Arabians and Abyffinians.

Among thofe which ventured out into the main

ocean, fome of them failed fouthward to the right

along the eaftern coafts of Africa, as far as the

ifland of Madagafcar ; and others {leering to the

left towards the Perfian gulph, went even as far as

the Euphrates, to trade with the people on its

banks,, particularly with the Greeks, whom Alex-

ander had brought there with him in his expedi-

tions. Others, grown frill more enterprifing from

the hopes of gain, penetrated as far as the mouths

of the Indus, traverfed the eoaft of Malabar, and

touched at the ifland of Ceylon, known by the an-

cients under the name of Taprobane* A very

3 fmall
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'fmall number paffed through the Coromandel to go

up the river Ganges, as far as Palybotra, a town

the mofl celebrated in India on account of its riches.

Thus, induftry proceeded by gradual advances,

/rom one river or coafl to another, to appropriate

the productions of thofe countries that abound moll

in fruits, flowers, perfumes, precious flones, and

all the delicacies of voluptuous luxury.

The boats made ufe of in thefe expeditions

were long and flat, not unlike thofe that are feen

upon the Nile. Before the invention of the com-

pafs, in confequence of which, larger veflels car-

rying more fail were fitted cut for the main ocean;

it was neceffary to row clofe to the fhore, and to

follow the windings of the coafl from one point

of land to another. The fides of the mips were

alfo made lefs, in order to weaken the power of

the wind over them ; and the fhips lefs deep, for

fear of miking againfl rocks, fands, or mallows.

Thus a voyage not fo long by one-third as thofe

which are now performed in lefs than fix months,

fometimes lafted five years or more. What their

vefTels wanted in fize, was fupplied by their num-

bers ; and the difadvantages of their flow failing

were compenfated l^y the frequent fquadrons that

were fitted out.

The Egyptians exported to India, as has been

done ever fince, woollen manufactures, iron, lead s

copper, fome fmall pieces of workmanfhip in glafs

and filver, in exchange for ivory, ebony, tortoife-

fliell, white and printed linens, filks, pearls, pre-

cious Hones, cinnamon, fpices, and particularly

F 4 frankincenfe;
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frankincenfe ; which was a perfume the mofr. in ef-

teem, on account of its being ufed in divine worfhip,

and contributing to the gratification of princes. It

fold at fo high a price, that the merchants adulte-

rated under pretence of improving it. So appre*

henfive is avarice of being defrauded by poverty,

that the workmen who were employed in making

it were naked ; having only a girdle about their

loins, the ends of which were fealed by the fuper-

intendant of the manufacture.

All the fea-faring and trading nations in the Me-

diterranean reforted to the ports of Egypt to purchafe

the produce of India. When Carthage and Corinth

became the vidlims of the vices introduced by their

opulence, the Egyptians ivere themfelves obliged to

export the riches with which thefe cities formerly

loaded their own vefTels. As their maritime power

increafed, they extended their navigation as far as

Cadiz. They could fcarcely fupply the demands of

Rome, whofe luxury kept pace with its conquefts;

at the fame time that they were arrived at fuch a

pitch of extravagance themfelves, that the accounts

given of it have the air of romance. Cleopatra, with

whom their empire and hiflory expired, was as pro^

fufe as fhe was voluptuous. But notwithstanding

thefe incredible expences, the advantages they deri-

ved from the Indian trade were fo great, that after

they were fubdued and fpoiled, lands, provisions, and

merchandife, bore double the price at Rome. IF

Pliny may be credited, the conqueror, by reinfta-

ting the conquered in this fource of opulence,

which was calculated rather to flatter their vanity

than
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than to aggrandize their power, gained twenty BO
]

OK

thoufand per cent. Though it is eafy to fee that '

—

<r—a

this calculation is exaggerated, we may from thence

form a conjecture what profits muft have been

reaped in thofe diftant ages, when the Indians

were not fo well acquainted with their own intereft.

While the Romans had virtue enough to pre-

ferve the power acquired by their anceftors, Egypt

very much contributed to fupport the dignity of

the empire by the riches it brought thither from

India. But the fulnefs of luxury, like the corpu-

lency of the body, is a fymptom of approaching

decay. This vafl empire funk under its own

weight, and, like levers of wood or metal whofe

exceflive length contributes to their weaknefs,

"broke into two parts,

Egypt was annexed to the eaflern empire,

which lafted longer than that of the weft; not

being attacked fo foon, or with fo much vigour.

If riches could have fupplied the place of courage,

its fituation and relburces would even have made

it invincible. But the inhabitants of this empire

had nothing except ftratagem to oppofe againft an

enemy, who, befide the enthufiafm of a new reli-

gion, were animated with all the ftrength of an

uncivilized people. A torrent thus increafing, as

it deftroyed every thing in its paflage, was not to

be Hopped by fo flight a barrier. In the feventh

century it laid wafle feveral provinces, and Egypt

amongft the reft ; which after having been one of

the principal empires of antiquity, and the model

of all modern monarchies, was at length deftined
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to fink into a ftate of languor and oblivion, ift

which it remains to this day.

The Greeks comforted themfelves under this

misfortune, on finding that the wars of the Sara-

cens had diverted the ftream of the Indian com-

merce from Alexandria to Conftantinople, by two

well-known channels. One of thefe was the Euxine

or black fea, where it was ufual to embark to go up

the Phafis. Large veffels were at firrT employed, and

afterwards fmaller ones were introduced, which

failed as far as Serapanna ; from whence, in four

or five days, the merchants conveyed their commo-

dities by land-carriage to the river Cyrus, which falls

into the Cafpian fea. Having crofTed this tempeftu-

ous ocean, they arrived at the mouth of the Oxus,

which extended almoft as far as the fource of the In-

dus, and from whence they returned the fame way,

laden with the treafures of Afia. Such was one of the

means of communication between this continent,

always naturally rich, and that of Europe, which

was then poor, and ruined by its own inhabitants.

The other channel of communication was more

cafy. The Indian veffels, failing from different

coafls, paffed the Perfian gulph, and arrived at

the banks of the Euphrates, where they unloaded

their cargo ; which, from this river, was in one

day fent by land-carriage to Palmyra. This city,

the ruins of which nill preferve an idea of its opu-

lence, tranfported this merchandife through the

deferts to the confines of Syria. By this rich com-

merce, it became more nourifhing than could have

been expected from its fandy fituation. Since its

deftru&ion,
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deftruction, the caravans, after fome changes, con-

flantly took the road of Aleppo, which, by means of

the port of Alexandretta, turned the currentofwealth

to Constantinople, that was at length become the

general market of the productions of India.

This advantage might alone have retarded

the fall of the empire, and, perhaps, have re
ftored it to its ancient grandeur : but that gran-

deur had been acquired by its arms, its virtues,

and its frugal manners ; and it was now deftitute

of all thofe means of maintaining its profperity.

The Greeks, corrupted by the prodigious accef-

fion of wealth, which their exclufive commerce

poured in upon them almoft without any care or

activity of their own, abandoned themfelves to

an indolent and effeminate way of life, which in-

fallibly leads to luxury ; fond only of the trivial

amufements of glittering fhows, and the volup-

tuous refinements of art ; of futile, obfeure, and

fophiftical difquifltions on matters of tafte, fenti-

ment, and even religion and politics. They

could fuffer themfelves to be opprefled, but

knew not how to affert their right to be pro-

perly governed ; and alternately made their court

to tyrants by the moft abje£t adulation, or irri-

tated them by a faint refinance. Thefe people

were bought by the emperors, who fold them

to all the monopolizers who aimed to enrich

themfelves by the ruin of the ftate. The go-

vernment, ftill more corrupted than its fubjedts,

fuffered its navy to decay, and placed its whole

dependence on the treaties it entered into with



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
the ftrangers, whofe fhips frequented its ports.

The Italians had infenfibly engrafted the article of

tranfportation, which the Greeks had for a long

time kept in their own hands. This branch of bufi-

nefs, which is rather laborious than profitable, was

doubly ufeful to a trading nation, whofe chief riches-

confift in maintaining their vigour by labour. Indo-

lence haftened the deftru&ion of Conftantinople,

which was preifed and furrounded on all fides by the

^onquefts of the Turks. The Genoefe fell into the

precipice which their perfidy and avarice had digged

for them. Mohammed the fecond drove them from

Caffa, to which place they had, of late years,

drawn the greateft part of the Afiatic trade.

The Venetians did not wait for this event to

give them an opportunity of reviving their con-

nections with Egypt. They had experienced

more indulgence than they expected from a go-

vernment eftablifhed fince the laffc crufades, and

nearly refembling that of Algiers. The Mam-
melucs, who at the time of thefe wars had taken

pofTeflion of a throne they had hitherto fupported,

were for the molt part Haves brought from

Circaflia in their infancy, and trained up early to a

military life. The fupreme authority was veiled

in a chief, and a council compofed of four-and-

twenty principal perfons. This military corps,

which eafe would unavoidably have enervated, was

recruited every year, by a multitude of brave ad-

venturers, who flocked from aH parts, with a view

of making their fortune. Thefe needy people

were prevailed upon, by a fum of money and

promifeSj,
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promifes, to confent that their country fhould be

made the mart of Indian merchandife. Thus they

were bribed into a meafure, which the political

intereft of their ftate always required them to

adopt. The inhabitants of Pifa and Florence,

the Catalans, and the Genoefe, received fome be-

nefit from this change ; but it was of fignal ad-

vantage to the Venetians, by whofe managemenS

it was effected. Affairs were in this fituation

when the Portuguefe made their appearance in

India.

This great event, and the confequences tha8

immediately followed it, occafioned much un~

eafinefs at Venice. This republic, fo celebrated

for its wifdom, had lately been difconcerted by a

league which it could not oppofe, and certainly

did not forefee. Several princes of different in-

terefts who were rivals in power, and had pre-

tentions of an oppofite nature, united, in defiance

of all the rules of juftice and policy, to deftroy a

ftate which had not given any of them the leaft

umbrage ; and even Lewis the Xllth^ whofe in-

tereft was moft concerned in the prefervation of

Venice, brought it to the brink of ruin by the

victory of Aignadelle. The quarrels which muft

neceffarily arife among fuch allies, joined to the

prudence of the republic, faved it from this dan-

ger; which, though more imminent in appear-

ance, was, in fact., not fo great nor fo immediate,

as that they were now expofed to by the difco-

very of a paffage to India by the. Cape of Good

Hope.

Venice
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Venice foon perceived that her commerce, and

confequently her power, was on the point of be-

ing transferred to the Portuguefe. Every expe-

dient was tried that an able adminiftration could

fuggeft. Some of the fkilful emifTaries, which the

flate took care to retain and employ dexteroufly in

all places, perfuaded the Arabs fettled in their

country, and thofe that were difperfed over India,

or the eaftern coaft of Africa, that as their intereft

was equally concerned with that of Venice, they

Ought to unite with her againft a nation, which had

made itfelf miftrefs of the common fource of their

riches.

The rumour of this league reached the Sultan

of Egypt, whofe attention was already awakened

by the misfortunes he felt, as well as thofe he

forefaw. The cuftoms, which conftituted a prin-

cipal branch of his revenue, and by which five

per cent, was levied on the importation, and ten

on the exportation of Indian goods, began to bring

in little or nothing. The frequent bankruptcies,

which were the neceffary confequence of the en>

barraflment of affairs, exafperated men's minds

againft the government, which is always refpon-

lible to the people for the calamities they endure.

The militia, which was ill paid, fearing that their

pay would be Hill more precarious, raifed mu-

tinies, which are more to be dreaded on the de-

cline of a ftate, than in the time of its profperity.

Egypt was equally a fufferer by the trade carr

ried on by the Portuguefe, and by the obftructions

their own was expofed to by their encroachments.

The
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The Egyptians might have extricated them-

felves from thefe inconveniencies by fitting out a

fleet ; but the red fea afforded no materials for the

building of mips. The Venetians removed this

obflacle by fending wood, and other materials to

Alexandria. They were conveyed by the Nile to

Cairo, from whence they were carried by camels.

to Suez. From this celebrated port, in the yeaf

1508, four large veflels, one galleon, two gallies,

and three galliots, failed to India.

The Portuguefe, who forefaw this confederacy,. ^J^e
had the preceding year laid a fcheme to prevent it,

t.hemfeivra

by making themfelves matters of the red fea : fe- thcredi«t

cure, that with this advantage they ihould have no-

thing to fear from this connection, nor from the

combined forces of Egypt and Arabia. With this-

view, they formed a plan to feize upon the hland of

Socotora, well known by the name of Diofcorides

to the ancients, from the abundance and excellence

of its aloes. It lies in the gulph of the red fea, a.

hundred and eighty leagues from the ftraits of Ba-

belmandel formed by the Cape of Guardafui on the

African fide, and by the Cape of Fartack on the

fjde of Arabia.

Tristan d'Acugna failed from Portugal with a

coniiderable armament to attack this ifland. Upon,

his landing, he was encountered by Ibrahim, fon of

the king of the people of Fartack, who was fove-

reign of part of Arabia and Socotora. This young

prince was killed in the engagement ; the Portu-

guefe befieged the only town that was in the ifland,

and. carried it by ftorm, though it was defended to

the
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book

the ja fl- extremity by a garrifon fuperior in number
*

—

*—*' to their fmall army. The foldiers that compofed

this garrifon determined not to furvive the fon of

their fovereign, refufed to capitulate, and were all,

to the laft man, put to the fword. D'Acugna's

troops, by their intrepidity, proved an over-match

for their bravery.

This fuccefsful enterprife was not attended with

the advantages that were expected from it. It was

found that the ifland was barren, that it had no

port, and that the fhips that came from the red fea

never touched there, though they could not enter

the gulph without taking an obfervation of it.

Accordingly, the Egyptian fleet found a fafe paf-

fage into the Indian ocean, where it joined that o£

Cambaya. Thefe united armaments had the advan-

tage of the Portuguefe, who were confiderably

weakened by the great number of veffels they had

lately fitted out to carry merchandife to Europe.

This triumph, however, did not laft long; the

conquered party got reinforcements, and regained

their fuperiority, which they ever after preferved.

The armaments, which continued to come from

Egypt, were always beaten and difperfed by the

fmall Portuguefe fquadrons that cruized at the en-

trance of the gulph.

As, however, thefe fkirmifhes kept up a conftant

alarm, and occafioned fome expence, Albuquer-

que thought it incumbent on him to put an end to

them by the deftru&ion of Suez. But a thoufand

obflacl.es oppofed the execution of this project.

The
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The red lea, which takes its name from the co-

rals, madrepores, and marine plants j which cover

the bottom of it almoft throughout ; or, perhaps,

only from the land which difcolours its waters, is

bordered on one fide by Arabia, and on the other

by Upper Ethiopia and Egypt. It meafures fix

hundred and eighty leagues from the bland of So^

cotora to the famous Ifthmus, which unites Africa

to Afia. As its length is very confiderable, and its

breadth fmall, and no river falls into it of fufficient

force to counteract the influence of the tide, it is

more affected by the motions of the great ocean*

than any of the inland feas nearly in the fame lati-

tude. It is not much expofed to tempefts ; the

winds ufually blow from the north and fouth, and

being periodical like the monfoons in India, inva^-

riably determine the feafon of failing into or out of

this fea. It may be divided into three parts ; the

middle divifion is open and navigable at all times,

its depth being from twenty-five to fixty fathoms*

The other two, which lie nearer the land, though

they abound in rocks, are more frequented by the

neighbouring nations ; who being obliged to keep

clofe to the more on account of the fmallnefs of

their veflels, never launch out into the principal

channel, unlefs they expect a fquall of wind. The

difficulty, not to fay impoffibility, of landing in the

harbours on this coaft, makes the navigation dan-

gerous for veflels of large burthen, not to mention

the great number of defert iflands they meet with

in their paffage, which are barren, and afford no

frefh water.

Vox.. I> . G Albu-
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Albuquerque, notwithstanding his abilities,

experience, and reiblution, could not furmount fo

many obftacles. After entering a considerable way

into the red fea, he was obliged to return with his

fleet, which had fuffered perpetual hardfhips, and

been expofed to the greateft dangers. He was

prompted by a reftlefs and cruel fpirit of enterprize,

to employ methods for the accomplishment of his

deiigns, which, though of a frill bolder call, he

thought could not fail of fuccefs. He wanted to

prevail with the emperor of Ethiopia, who folicited

the protection of Portugal, to turn the courfe of

the Nile fo as to open a paffage for him into the red

fea. Egypt would then have become in a great

meafure uninhabitable, or at leaft unfit for com-

merce. In the mean time he propofed to tranfport

into Arabia, by the gulph of Perfia, three or four

hundred horfe, which he thought would be fuffi-

cient to plunder Medina and Mecca. He imagined

that by fo bold an expedition, he mould ftrike terror

into the Mohammedans, and put a flop to that pro-

digious concourfe of pilgrims which was -the chief

fupport of a trade he wanted totally to extirpate.

Other enterprizes of a lefs hazardous nature,

and attended with more immediate advantage,

led him to poftpone the ruin of a power, whofe

influence as a rival was the only circumftance necef-

fary to be guarded againfl at the prefent juncture.

The conqueft of Egypt by the Turks, a few years

after, made it requifite to act with the greatefl pre-

caution. Thofe men of genius, who were well qua-

lified to purfue the ferics of events which had pre-

ceded
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Ceded and followed the difcovery of the palllige

by the Cape of Good Hope, and to form deep

conjectures concerning the revolutions which this

new track of navigation muft neceffarily prevent,

could not help confidering this remarkable tranfac-

tion as the molt important sera in the hiftory of the

world.

Europe began to recover its ftrength by flow de*

grees, and to fhake off the yoke of flavery, which

had difgraced its inhabitants from the time of the

Roman conquefts down to the inltitution of the feu-

dal laws. Innumerable tyrants, who kept multi-

tudes in a ftate of oppreflion and flavery, had been

ruined by the folly of the crufades. To defray the

expences of thefe wild expeditions, they were ob^

liged to fell their lands and caflles, and for a pecu^

niary confederation to allow their vafTals fome privi-

leges, which at length almoft re-inftated them in

the order of human beings. From that time the

right of property began to be introduced among
private perfons, and gave them that kind of inde^

pendence, without which, property itfelf is a mere

illufion. Thus the firft dawnings of liberty in Eu-

rope were, however unexpectedly, owing to the

crufades ; and the rage of conqueft for once con-

tributed to the welfare of mankind.

If Vafco de Gama had not made his difcoveries,

the fpirit of liberty would have been again extin-

guiihed, and probably without hopes of a revival.

The Turks had lately expelled thofe favage na-

tions, who, pouring from the extremities of the

globe, had driven out the Romans, to become,

G 2. like
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book li^ them, the fcoure;es of human kind ; and our

barbarous inftitutions would have been followed by

oppreflions ftill more intolerable. This muft inevi-

tably have been the cafe, if the favage conquerors

of Egypt had not been repulfed by the Portuguefe

in their feveral expeditions to India. Their poffef-

lion of the riches of Alia would have fecured their

claim to thofe of Europe. As the trade of the whole

world was in their hands, they muft confequently

have had the greateft maritime force that ever was

known, What oppofition could our continent then

have made to the progrefs of a people whofe reli-

gion and policy equally animated them to conqueft?

Dissections prevailed in England on account of

its liberties •, France contended for the interefts of

its fovereigns ; Germany for thofe of its religion ;

and Italy was employed in adjufting the mutual

claims of a tyrant and an impoftor. Europe,- over-

run with fanatics and armies, refembled a fick per-

fon, who falling into a delirium, in the tranfport

of madnefs opens his veins till he faints with lofs

of blood and fpirits. In this ftate of weaknefs and

anarchy, it was ill prepared to refill the inroads of

the Turks.

As the calm which fucceeds the violence of civil

wars makes a nation formidable to its neighbours

;

'fo the dhTentions which divide it as certainly expofe

it to ravage and oppreffiom The depraved morals

of the clergy would likewife have favoured the in-

troduction of a new worfhip ; and we ihould have

been condemned to a ftate of ilavery without any

hopes of relief* In truth, there is not one among

all
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all the political and religious fyftems that opprefs

mankind, which allows fo little fcope to liberty as

that of the Muffulmen. Throughout almoft all

Europe, a religion foreign to government, and in-

troduced without its patronage ; rules of morality

difperfed without order or precifion in obfcure wri-

tings, capable of an endlefs variety of interpreta-

tions ; authority engrofled by priefls and princes,

who are perpetually contending their right to rule

over their fellow-creatures ;
political and civil in-

stitutions daily formed in contradicton to the pre-

vailing religion, which condemns ambition and

inequality of rank; a turbulent and enterprifing

adminiftration, which, in order to tyrannize with

a higher hand, is perpetually fetting one part of the

ftate at variance with the other : all thefe princi-

ples of difcord muft neceflarily keep the minds of

men in conftant agitation. Is it furprifing trvat on

the view of this tumultuous fcene, nature alarmed

ihould rife up in our hearts, and cry out, " Is

ce man born free ?"

But when men once became Haves to a religion

which confecrates tyranny by eflablifhing the throne

upon the altar ; which feems to check the fallfes

of ambition by encouraging voluptuoufnefs, and

cherifhes a fpint of indolence by forbidding the

exercife of the underftanding : there is no reafon

to hope for any considerable revolutions. Thus

the Turks, who frequently ftrangle their mailer,

have never entertained a thought of changing their

government. This is an idea beyond the reach of

minds enervated and corrupted like theirs. Hence

G
3

it
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it appears, that the whole world would have loft its

liberty, had not the mdft fuperftitious, and, per-

haps, the moft enflaved nation in Chriftendom

checked the progrefs of the fanaticifm of the Mo-
hammedans, and put a flop to the career of their

victories, by depriving them of thofe fonrces of

wealth which were neceflary to the fuccefs of their

enterprizes. Albuquerque went ftill further ; not

fatisfied with having taken effectual meafures to

prevent any veffel from palling from the Arabian

fea to the Indian ocean, he attempted to get the

command of thePerfian gulph.
™

efe maS" At tne mouth of the ftrait of Mocandon, which

jJSS^f leads into ^e Perfian gulph, lies the iiland of
fhePerfian Gombroon. In the eleventh century an Arabian

conqueror built upon this barren rock the city of

Ormus, which afterwards became the capital of

an empire, comprehending a confiderable part of

Arabia on one fide, and of Perfia on the other.

Ormus had two good harbours, and was large

and well fortified ; its riches and ftrength were

entirely owing to its fituation, It was the center

of trade between Perfia and India ; which was

very confiderable, if we remember that the Per^

iians at that time caufed the greateft part of the

merchandife of Afia to be conveyed to Europe

from the ports of Syria and CarTa. At the time

of the arrival of the foreign merchants, Ormus

afforded a more fplendid and agreeable fcene than

any city in the eaft, Perfons from all parts of

the globe exchanged their commodities, and tranf-

a&ed their bufincfs, with an air of politenefs and

attention
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attention which arc feldom feen in other places of book
trade. *

—

<rr—

*

These manners were introduced by the mer-

chants belonging to the port, who engaged fo-

reigners to imitate their affability. Their addrefs,

the regularity of their police, and the variety of en-

tertainments which their city afforded, joined to the

interefts of commerce, invited merchants to make

it a place of refort. The ftreets were covered with

mats, and in fome places with carpets; and the li-

nen awnings which were fufpended from the tops

of the houfes prevented any inconvenience from the

heat of the fun. Indian cabinets ornamented with

gilded vafes, or china filled with flowering fhrubs,

or aromatic plants, adorned their apartments. Ca-

mels laden with water were ftationed in the public

fquares. Perfian wines, perfumes, and all the de-

licacies of the table were furnimed in the greateft

abundance, and they had the mufie of the eaft in its

higher! perfection. Ormus was crouded with beau-

tiful women from all parts of Alia, who were in-

ftrufted from their infancy in all the arts of vary-

ing and heightening the pleafures of voluptuous

love. In fhort, univerfal opulence, an extenfive

commerce, a refined luxury, politenefs in the men,

and gallantry in the women, united all their attrac-

tions to make this city the feat of pleafure.

Albuquerque, on his arrival in India, began to

ravage the coafts, and to plunder the towns that

belonged to the jurifdiclion of Ormus : though thefe

inroads, which mewed more of the robber than of

the conqueror, were naturally repugnant to Albu-

G 4 querque's
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book querque's character, he thought himfelf obliged to

^-^v—' have recourfe to them, in order to induce a power

he was not in a condition to fubdue by force, to fub-

mit voluntarily to the yoke he wanted to impofe.

As foon as he imagined the alarm was fpread lufri-

ciently to favour his defign, he appeared before the

capital, and fummoned the king to acknowledge

himfelf tributary to Portugal, as he was to Perfia.

This propofal was received in the manner it de~

ferved. A fleet compofed of mips from Ormus,

Arabia, and Periia, came to an engagement with

Albuquerque's fquadron, who with five vefTels de-

ftroyed the whole armament. The king, difcoura™

ged by his ill fuccefs, confented that the conqueror

Ihould eredt a fort which might command the city

and both its harbours.

Aleuquerque, who knew the importance of

feizing the prefent conjuncture, carried on the work

with the utmoft expedition. He laboured as hard

as the meaneft of his followers ; but this fpirit of

, activity could not prevent the enemy from taking

notice of the fmallnefs of his numbers. Atar, who,

in confequence of the revolutions fo frequent in the

eaft, had been raifed from the condition of a flave

to that of a prime minifter, was afharaed of having

facrificed the ftate to a handful of adventurers. As

his talent lay rather in the arts of policy than of

war, he determined to repair the ill confequences of"

his timidity by ftratagem. By the arts of infinua-

tion and bribery, he fucceeded fo far in fowing

diffentions among the Portuguefe, and prejudicing

them againft their leader, that they were frequently

ready
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ready to take arms againft each other. This ani- book

mofity, which increafed every day, determined them v—«—

'

to reimbark at the inftant they were informed that

a plot was concerted to maffacre them. Albuquer-

que, whofe fpirit rofe fuperior to oppofition and

difcontent, relblved to ftarve the place, and de-

prive it of fuccours by cutting off all communica-

tion. It muft certainly have fallen into his hands,

had not three of his captains fhamefully abandoned

him, and gone off with their fhips. Tojuftify

their defertion, they were guilty of Hill blacker per-

fidy, in accufing their general of the moll atrocious

crimes.

• This treachery obliged Albuquerque to defer

the execution of his defign for fome time, till he

he had all the national troops at his command. As

foon as he was appointed viceroy, he appeared be-

fore Ormus with fo ftrong an armament, that a

debauched court and an effeminate people, finding

it in vain to make any refiftance, were obliged to

fubmit. The fovereign of Perfia had the confi-

dence to demand tribute of the conqueror. Albu-

querque ordered fome bullets, grenades, and fabres

to be produced to the envoy, telling him, that this

was the kind of tribute paid by the king of Por-

tugal.

After this expedition, the power of the Portu-

guefe was fo firmly eftablifhed in the Arabian and

Perfian gulphs, and on the Malabar coafl, that

they began to think of extending their conquefts

into the eaflern parts of Alia,
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b o o k Albuquerobe's firft attempt was on the ifland

'—*—
' of Ceylon, which is eighty leagues long, and thirty

The Portu- . n . . . T , , ,

guefe forma at its greateit: breadth. It was anciently known by

at Ceylon, the name of Taprobane. We have no accounts

tranfmitted to us of, the revolutions it has under-

gone. All that hiflory relates worthy of remark is,

that the laws were formerly held in fo high efteem,

that the monarch was under the fame obligation of

obferving them as the meaner!: of his fubjedts. If

he violated them, he was condemned to death ;

with this mark of diftinclion, however, that he did

not fuffer in an ignominious manner. He was de-

nied all intercourfe, all the comforts and fupports,

of life : and, in this kind of excommunication,

miferably ended his days.

When the Portuguefe landed in Ceylon they

found it well peopled, and inhabited by two na-

tions, who differed from each other in their man-

ners, their government, and their religion. The

Bedas, who were fettled in the northern parts of

the ifland, where the country was lefs fertile, were

diilinguimed into tribes, which confidered them-

felvcs as fo many families headed by a chief, whofe

power was not abfolute. They go almofl naked,

and, upon the whole, their manners and govern-

ment are the fame with that of the Highlanders in

Scotland. Thefe tribes, who unite for the com-

mon defence, have always bravely fought for their

liberty, and have never invaded that of their neigh-

bours. Their religion is little known, and it is

uncertain whether they have any form of worfhip.

They have little intercourfe with ftrangers ; keep

a watchful
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a watchful eye over thofe who travel through the

diflrict they inhabit ; treat them well, and fend them

away as foon as poffible. This caution is owing in

part to the jealoufy the Bedas entertain of their

wives, which contributes to eftrange them from all

the world. They feem to be the firft inhabitants of

the ifland.

The fouthern part is pofTefTed by a more nu^

merous and powerful people, called Cinglaffes.

This nation is polite, in comparifon of the other.

They wear clothes, and live under an arbitrary

government. They have a diftin&ion of calls,

as well as the Indians ; but their religion is dif-

ferent. They acknowledge one fupreme being,

and in fubordination to him divinities of the fe-

cond and third order : all which have their priefts.

Among the deities of the fecond order, parti-

cular honours are paid to Buddou, who defcended

upon earth to take upon himfelf the office of

mediator between God and mankind. The priefts

of Buddou are perfons of great confequence in

Ceylon. They are never punifhable by the prince,

even for an attempt againft his life. The Cin-

glaffes understand the art of war. They know

how to take advantage of the natural fecurity

their mountains afford againft the attacks of the

Europeans, whom they have often conquered.

Like all people in arbitrary flates, they are de-

ceitful, felfjfh, and full of compliment. They

have two languages ; one peculiar to the peo-

ple, the other to the learned. Wherever this

euftom prevails, it furnilhes priefts and princes

with
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t
1 a further opportunity of impofing upon man-

*"-—*—
' kind.

Both thefe nations enjoyed the benefits of the

fruits, the corn, and the pafture which abounded

in the ifland. They had elephants without num-

ber ; precious flones, and the only kind of cinna-

mon that was ever efteemed. On the northern

coaft, and on the fifhing coafts which borders upon

it, was carried on the greateft pearl fifhery in the

eaft. The harbours of Ceylon were the befl in

India, and its fituation was fuperior to all its other

advantages.

It mould feem to have been the intereil of the

Portuguefe to have placed all their flrength in this.

ifland. It lies in the center of the eaft ; and is the

pafTage that leads to the richeft countries. All the

mips that come from Europe, Arabia and Perfia,

cannot avoid paying a kind of homage to Ceylon;

and the monfoons, which alternately blow from dif-

ferent points, make it eafy for veffels to come in and

go out at all feafons of the year. It might have been

well peopled and fortified with a fmall number of

men, and at very little expence. The numerous

fquadrons that might have been fent out from every

port in the ifland would have kept all Alia in awe^

and the fhips that might cruize in thofe latitudes,

would have intercepted the trade of other nations.

The viceroy overlooked thefe advantages. He
alfo neglected the coaft of Coromandel, though

richer than that of Malabar. The merchandife of

the latter was of an inferior quality : it produced

plenty of provifions, a fmall quantity of bad cin-

namon,
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narrion, fome pepper and cardamon, a kind of fpice

much ufed by the eaftern people. The coaft of

Coromandel furnifhed the flneft cottons in the

world. Its inhabitants, who for the moft part were

natives of the country, and had lefs intercourfe with

the Arabians and other nations, were the mofl hu-

mane and induftrious of all the people in Indoftan.

To this we may add, that the paflage along the

coaft of Coromandel towards the north, leads to

the mines of Golconda : beiides that, this coaft is

admirably fituated for the trade of Bengal and other

countries.

Notwithstanding this, Albuquerque made

no fettlement there. The fettlements of St. Tho-

mas and Negapatan were not formed till after-

wards. He knew that this coaft was deftitute of

harbours, and inacceffible at certain periods of the

year, when it would be impoffible for the fleets to

protect the colonies. In fhort, he thought that

when the Portuguefe had made themfelves mafters

of Ceylon, a conquefl begun by his predeceffor

d'Almeyda, and afterwards completed, they might

command the trade of Coromandel, if they got pof-

feffion of Malacca. He therefore determined to

make the attempt.

The country, of which Malacca is the capital The p° 1 ^-
J x guefe con-

City, is a narrow tract of land, about a hundred <i
uer Ma.

t .
lacca.

leagues in length. It joins to the continent towards

the northern coaft, where it borders on the ftate of

Siam, or, more properly, the kingdom of Johor,

which has been feparated from it. The reft is fur-

rounded by the fea, and divided from the ifland

of
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of Sumatra by a channel which is called the ftraits

of Malacca*

Nature had amply provided for the happinefs

of the Malays, by placing them in a mild, healthy

climate, where refrefhing gales and cooling ftreams

allay the fervour of the torrid zone ; where the foil

pours forth an abundance of delicious fruits to fa-

tisfy the wants of a favage life ; and where it is ca-^

pableof anfwering, by cultivation, all the neceffary

demands of fociety ; where the trees wear an eter-

nal verdure, and the flowers bloom in a perpetual

fuccefrion; where the moil: delicate and fragrant

odours breathing from aromatic plants, perfume

the air, and infufe a fpirit of voluptuous delight

into all living beings.

But while nature has done every thing in favour

of the Malays, fociety has done them every poffible

injury. Such has been the influence of a tyranni-

cal government, that the inhabitants of the happieft

country, in the univerfe have become remarkable for

the ferocity of their manners. The feudal fyftem,

which was firft planned among the rocks and woods

of the north, has extended itfelf even to the forefls

and mild regions of the equator, where every thing

confpires to promote the enjoyment of a long life

of tranquillity, which can only be Shortened by a

too frequent and excefftve indulgence in pleafures.

This enflaved nation is under the dominion of an

arbitrary prince, or rather of twenty tyrants, his

reprefentatives. Thus the defpotifm of a fultan

feems to extend its oppreffive influence to multi-

tudes, by being divided among a number of power-

ful vaffals. This,
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This turbulent and oppreffive fcene gave rife to

an univerfal favagenefs of manners. In vain did

heaven and earth mower their bleffings upon Ma-

lacca ; thefe bleffings only ferved to make its inha-

bitants ungrateful and unhappy. The mailers let

out their fervices, or rather thofe of their depen-

dents, for hire, to the bell bidder, regardlefs of

the lofs that agriculture would fuilain for want of

hands. They preferred a wandering and adventu-

rous life, either by fea or land, to induftry. This

people had conquered a large Archipelago, well

known in the eaft by the name of the Malayan

Iflands. The numerous colonies that were tranf-

planted thither, carried with them their laws, their

manners, their cuftoms, and, what is fomething

remarkable, the foftefl language in all Aria.

The fituation of Malacca had, however, made it

the moil confiderable market in India ; its harbour

was conflantly crouded with veffels either from Ja-

pan, China, the Philippine and Molucca iflands,

and the adjacent part of the eaftern coait ; or from

Bengal, Coromandel, Malabar, Perlia, Arabia, and

Africa. Thefe merchants carried on a fafe trade a-

mong themfelves, or with the inhabitants : the paf-

fion of the Malays for plunder had at length given

way to advantages of a more certain nature than the

precarious and doubtful fuccefs of piratical ex-

peditions.

The Portuguefe were delirous of having a mare

in the general commerce of Alia. At firft they

appeared at Malacca in the character of merchants

;

but their ufurpations in India rendered their de-

figns
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figns fo much fufpected, and the animofity of the

Arabians had circulated reports fo much to their

difadvantage, that meafures were taken to deftroy

them. They fell into the fnares that were laid for

them ; feveral of them were maffacred, and others

thrown into prifon. Thofe who efcaped got back

to their mips, and retreated to the Malabar eoaft.

Though Albuquerque did not intend to wait for

a rupture to afford him a pretence of feizing Ma-
lacca, he was not difpleafed at this incident, fince

it gave his enterprize an appearance of juftice that

might leffen the odium which fuch a ftep-muft na-

turally have drawn upon the Portuguefe name. As

an imprefiion fo favourable to his views might be

weakened by delay, he did not heiitate a moment

to take his revenge. The enemy expected a fudden

blow; and accordingly, when he appeared before

the place, in the beginning of the year 151 1, he

found every thing in readinefs to receive him,

But formidable as thefe preparations appeared,

there was a flill greater obftacle, which for fome

days damped the valour of the chriftian'general; his

friend Araujo had been taken priibner in the firft ex-

pedition, and the enemy threatened to put him to

death the moment the fiege Ihould begin. Albu-

querque, who did not want fenfibility, paufed at

the profpedt of his friend's danger, when he received

the following billet : 'Think of nothing but the glory

and advantage of Portugal', if I cannot contribute to-

wards your vitlory, at leaji let me not be the means of

preventing it. The place was attacked and carried

after feveral doubtful, bloody, and obftinate en*

3 gagemen^s.
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gagements. They found in it immenfe treafure,

vaft magazines, and whatever could contribute to

the elegancies and pleafures of life ; and a fort was

erected there to fecure the conquer!.

As the Portuguefe contented themfelves with

the pofTeffion of the city, the inhabitants, who pro-

fefled a kind of corrupt Mohammedifm, and were

unwilling to fubmit to their new mailers, either

retired into the inland parts, or difperfed them-

felves along the coaft. Having loft the fpirit of

commerce, they relapfed into all the eXceffes of

their violent character. Thefe people never go

without a poniard, which they call aid. The in-

vention of this murderous weapon feems to have

exhaufted all the powers of their fanguinary ge-

nius. Nothing; is more to be dreaded than fuch

men armed with fuch an inftrument. When they

get on board a veffel, they ftab all the crew at the

time when no harm is fufpe£ted. Since their

treachery has been known, all the Europeans take

care never to employ a Malayan failor; but thefe

barbarians, who always made it a rule to attack the

weaker party, have now changed this ancient cuftom,

and, animated by an unaccountable refolution to kill

or be killed, come in boats with thirty men to board

our veffels, and fometimes fucceed in carrying them

off: if they were repulfed, they have the fatisfaclion,

at leaft, of having imbrued their hands in blood.

People who derive from nature fuch inflexible bra-

very, maybeexterminated, butcannotbe iubduedby

force. They are only to be civilized by humane treat-

ment, by the allurements of riches or liberty, by the

Vol. I. H influence
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v-—v—
' government. They rauft be reftored to their rights,

or left to themfelves, before we can hope to efta-

blifh any intercourfe with them. To attempt to

reduce them by conqueft, is, perhaps, the lalt me-

thod that mould be tried ; as it will only increafe

their abhorrence of a foreign yoke, and difcourage

them from entering into any focial engagements.

Nature has placed certain people in the midll of

the ocean, like lions in the deferts, that they may

enjoy their liberty. Tempefls, fands, forelts,

mountains and caverns, are the places of refuge

and defence to all independent beings. Civilized

nations mould take care how they invade the

rights, or rouze the fpirits of iflanders and lavages:

as they may be allured that they will become cruel

and barbarous to no purpofe ; that their ravages will

make them detefled ; and that difgrace and revenge

are the only laurels they can expert to obtain.

After the reduction of Malacca, the kings of

Siam, Pegu, and feveral others, alarmed at a con-

quell fo fatal to their independence, fent ambaf-

fadors to congratulate Albuquerque, to make him

an offer of their trade, and to delire an alliance

with Portugal.

Affairs being in this fituation, a fquadron* was

detached from the fleet to the Moluccas. Thefe

iflands, which lie in the Indian ocean near the

equinoxial, are ten in number, including as ufual

thole of Banda. The largelt is not more than

twelve leagues in circumference, and the others-

are much fmaller.

3
-'.•'**



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

It is not known who were the firil inhabitants

;

but it is certain that the Javans and the Malays

have fucceirlvely been in pofleffion of them* At

the beginning of the fixteenth century they were

inhabited by a kind of favages, whofe chiefs,

though honoured with the title of kings, pofiefled

only a limited authority, totally dependent on the

caprice of their fubjects. They had of late years

joined the fuperftitions of Mohammedifm to thofe

of Paganifm, which they had profefTed for a con*

fiderable time. Their indolence was exceffive.

Their only employment was hunting and frfhing

;

and they were (hangers to all kind of agriculture.

They were encouraged in their inactivity by the

advantages they derived from the cocoa tree.

The cocoa is a tree whole roots are fo {lender

and fo fuperficial, that it is frequently blown down

by the wind. Its trunk, which rifes to the height

of thirty or forty feet, is ftraight, of a middling

thicknefs, and every where of the fame diameter.

It is of fo fpongy a nature, that it is unfit for

Ihip-timber, or for any building that requires (o-

lidity. The tuft is compofed of ten or twelve

leaves, which are large, long, and thick, and are

made ufe of in covering the roofs of houfes.

From this tuft, which is renewed thrice every

year, at every renewal there arife very large buds,

from each of which hang ten or twelve cocoas,

which, including their ihells, are more than half

a foot in diameter. The outer coat of the nut

confifts of filaments, which are ufed for coarfe

fluffs, and fliip cables. Of the next; coat, which

H 2 is
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\ s very hard, are made fmall cups, and other do-

*—u

—

J meftic utenfils. The infide of this fhell is filled

with a white firm pulp, from which is exprefled

an oil much ufed in India. It is fweet, as long

as it continues frefh, but it contracts a bitter tafte

when it is kept long, and is then only proper for

burning. The fediment that remains in the prefs,

affords nourifhment for cattle, poultry, and even

the lower kind of people in times of fcarcity.

The pulp of the cocoa contains a liquid which is

extremely refrefhing, and quenches the thirft of

labouring p pie both at fea and land. This liquor

is very wholefome, but has a fweet infipid tafte.

When thefe buds are cut at the extremity,

vefTels are placed to receive the white liquor that

diftils from them ; which if drawn off before fun-

rife, and drunk while it is frefh, has the flavour

of fweet wine. It afterwards turns four, and

makes good vinegar. When diftilled in its h'igh-

fle perfection, it produces a ftrong brandy : and

boiled with quick-lime, yields a middling kind of

fugar. The trees from which this liquor has been

extracted, bear no fruit ; the juices being ex-

hausted, which ferve to produce and nourifh the

kernel.

Besides this tree, which is common in all parts

of India, the Moluccas produce a Angular plant,

which is called fago. This tree affords a nutri-

ment from its trunk and vital fubftance, its fruit

being a fuperfiuous and ufelefs part. It grows

wild hi the forefts, and multiplies itfelf by feeds

and fuckers. It riles to the height of thirty feet,

and
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and is about fix in circumference. The bark is an

inch thick. The inner rind is compofed of an af-

femblao-e of lonr fibres which are interwoven with

each other. This double coat contains a kind of

lap or gum, which falls into meal. The tree,

which feems to grow merely for the ufe of man,

points out the meal by a fine white powder which

covers its leaves, and is a certain fign of the matu-

rity of the fago. It is then cut down to the root,

and fawn into fcatlings, which are divided into four

quarters, for the better extracting' of the fap or

meal they contain. After this fubftance has been

diluted in water, it is {trained through a kind of

iieve, which retains the grofTer particles ; the reft

is thrown into earthen moulds, where it dries and

hardens for fome years. The Indians eat the fago

diluted with water, and fometimes baked or boiled.

Through a principle of humanity, they referve the

fmeit part of this meal for the aged and infirm. A
jelly is fometimes made, of it, which is white and

of a delicious flavour.

Temperate, independent, and averfe from la-

bour, thefe people had lived for ages upon the meal

of the fago, and the milk of the cocoa, when the

Chinefe landing by accident at the Moluccas, dis-

covered the clove and the nutmeg, with which va-

luable fpices the ancients were entirely unacquaint-

ed. They were foon admired all over India, from

whence they were tranfported to Perfia and Europe,

The Arabians, who at that time engroiled almoil

all the trade of the univerfe, did not overlook fo hi*

crative a part of it. They repaired in crowds to the

H 3 celebrated
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* *—
' ready monopolized, had not the Portuguefe, who
purfued them every where, deprived them of this

branch of trade. Notwithstanding the fchemes that

were" laid to fup plant thefe conquerors, they ob-

tained permiffion to build a fort. From this time

the court of Lifbon ranked the Moluccas among

the number of their provinces, and it was not long

before they became fuch in reality.

While Albuquerque's lieutenants enriched their

country with the new productions of the eaft,

that general completed the conquer! of Malabar,

which would have taken advantage of his ab-

fence to recover its liberty. After his late fuc-

cefs, he employed the leifure he enjoyed in the

midft of his conquefts, in fuppreffing the licen-

tioufnefs of the Portuguefe ; eilabliihing order

in all the colonies, and regulating the diicipline

of the army ; in the courfe of which he difplayed

an activity, fagacity, wifdom, juftice, humanity,

and difintereftednefs, which did honour to his

character. His good qualities made fo deep an

impreffion on the minds of the Indians, that,

for a long time after his death, they continued

to repair to his tomb to demand juftice for the

outrages committed by his fucceflbrs. He died at

Goa in the year 1515, without riches, and out of

favour with Emanuel, who had been prevailed

upon to entertain fufpicions of his conduct.

The caufes I F ur aftonifnment is raifed at the number of
of the enter-

prifmgfpi- Albuquerque's victories, and the rapidity of his
nt of the

x
. ,

L J

Portuguefe. concmefts, how defervedly do thofe brave men

claim
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tlaimour admiration, whom he had the honour to B °
1

° K

command in thefe expeditions ! Did any nation,
*—*—

'

with (o fiender a force, ever perform fuch great ac-

tions ? The Portugnefe, with lefs than forty thou-

fand troops, ftruck terror into the empire of Mo-
rocco, the barbarous nations of Africa, the Mam-
melucs, the Arabians, and all the eaftern countries

from the illand of Ormus to China. With a force

in the proportion of one to a hundred, they enga-

ged troops, which, when attacked by an enemy

of equal ftrength, would frequently defend their

lives and pofleffions to the laft extremity. What
kind of men then muft the Portuguefe have been,

and what extraordinary caufes muft have confpired

to produce fuch a nation of heroes !

They had been at war with the Moors near

a century, when Henry of Burgundy, with feve-

ral French knights, landed in Portugal with a de-

fign to ferve in Caftile under the famous Cid,

whofe reputation had drawn them thither. The

Portuguefe invited them to lend their affiftance

againft the infidels; the knights complied, and

the greateft part of them fettled in Portugal.

Chivalry, which has contributed as much as any

other institution to exalt human nature, fub-

flituting the love of glory to the love of our

country ; that refined fpirit, drawn from the

dregs of the barbarous ages, and calculated to -

repair or leffen the errors and inconveniences of

the feudal government from whence it took its

rife, was then revived on the banks of the Tagus,

in all the fplendour it had at its fir-ft appearance

H 4 it
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*—*> to keep it alive, and to extend its influence by

eftablifhing feveral orders formed upon the plan of

the ancient ones, and calculated to infufe the fame

fpirit, which was a mixture of heroifm, gallantry,

and devotion.

The fovereigns raifed the fpirit of the nation

flill higher by treating the nobility in fome mea-

fure upon a footing of equality, and by fetting

bounds to their own authority. They frequently

affembled their ftates general, without which pro-

perly fpeaking, there can be no nation. By thefe

Hates Alphonfo was inverted with the regal autho-

rity after the taking of Lifbon ; and in conjunction

with them, his fucceffbrs, for a long time, ex-

ereifed the power of making laws. Many of

thefe laws were calculated to infpire the love of

great actions. The order of nobility was con-

ferred upon thofe who had diftinguifhed them-

felves by fignal fervices ; by killing or taking

prifoner the enemy's general, or his fquire : or by

refufing to purchafe their liberty, when in the

hands of the Moors, by renouncing their religion.

On the other hand, whoever infulted a woman,

gave falfe evidence, broke his promife, or " dif-

guifed the truth to his fovereign," was deprived of

his rank.

The wars waged by the Portuguefe in defence

of their rights and liberties, were at the fame

time religious wars. They partook of that fierce'

yet enterprifing fanati.cifm, which the popes had

encouraged at the time of the crufades. The

Portuguefe,
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Portuguefe, therefore, were knights armed in de-

fence of their properties, their wives, their chil-

dren, and their kings, who were knights as well

as themfelves. Befides thefe, they were the he-

roes of the crufade, who in defending chriftianity

were fighting for their country. To this may be

added, that the nation was fmall, and its power

extremely limited j it being chiefly in little ftates

that we find that enthufiaftic fondnefs for their

country, which is utterly unknown in larger com-

munities, that enjoy a greater fecurity.

The principles of activity, vigour, and a noble

elevation of mind, which united in the character of

this nation, were not loft after the expulfion of the

Moors. They purfued thefe enemies of their reli-

gion and government into Africa. They were en-

gaged in feveral wars with the kings of Caftile and

Leon ; and during the interval that preceded their

expeditions to India, the nobility lived at a diftance

from cities and the court, and preferved in their

caftles the'virtues of their anceftors, together with

their portraits.

When the plan of extending conqueft in Africa

and Afia became the object of attention among the

Portuguefe ; a new paffion co-operated with the

principles juft mentioned, to give additional energy

to the Portuguefe fpirit. This paffion, which,

however it might animate all the reft for the pre-

fcnt, would foon deilroy the generofity of their

temper, was avarice. The veflels were crouded

with adventurers, who wanted td enrich them-

felves,
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felves, ferve their country, and make profelytes.

They appeared in India to be fomething more than

men till the death of Albuquerque. Then riches,

which were the objedfc and reward of their con-

queils, introduced an univerfal corruption. The

nobler paffions gave way to the pleafures of luxury,

which never fail to enervate the body, and to de-

iiroy the virtues of the mind. The weak fuccef-

fors of the illuftrious Emanuel, and the men of

mean abilities, which he himfelf fent as viceroys

to India, gradually contributed to the degeneracy

of the Portuguefe.

Lopez Soarez, however, who fucceeded Al-

buquerque, purfued his defigns. He abolifhed a

barbarous cuftom that prevailed in the country

of Travancor, in the neighbourhood of Calicut.

The inhabitants of this region confulted forcerers

concerning the defliny of their children : if the

magician promifed a happy deltiny, they were fuf-

fered to live ; if he foretold any great calamities

that were to befal them, they were put to- death.

Soarez interpofed to preferve thefe children. He
was for fome time employed in preventing the op-

poiition with which the Portuguefe were threatened

in India ; and as foon as he was relieved from

his anxiety, he refolved to attempt a paflage to

China.

The great Albuquerque had formed the fame

defign. He had met with Chinefe fhips and mer-

chants at Malacca, and conceived a high opinion

of a nation whofe very failors had more politenefs,

a better
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a better fenfe of decorum, more good nature and book
humanity, than were, at that time, to be found '—*—

'

among the European nobility. He invited the Chi-

nefe to continue their commerce with Malacca.

From them he procured a particular account of the

ftrengtb, riches, and manners of their extenfive em-

pire, and communicated his intelligence to the

court of Portugal.

The Chinefe nation was utterly unknown in Eu-

rope. Mark Paul, a Venetian, who had travelled

to China by land, had given a defcription of it which

was looked upon as fabulous. It correfponded,

however, with the particulars fince tranfmitted by

Albuquerque. Credit was given to this officer's

teftimony, and to his account of the lucrative trade

that might be carried on with this country.

In the year 151 8 a fquadron failed from Lifbon

to convoy an ambaffador to China* As foont

as it arrived at the iflands in the neighbourhood

of Canton, it was furrounded by Chinefe vef-

fels, which came to reconnoitre it. Ferdinand

Andrada,- who commanded it, did not attempt

to defend himfelf : he fuffered the Chinefe to

come on board ; communicated the object of his

voyage to the Mandarins that prefided at Canton,

and lent his ambaffador on more, who was con-

dueled to Pekin.

The ambaffador was every moment prefented

with fome new wonder, that flruck him with a-

mazement. If we confider the largenefs of the

towns, the multitude of villages, the variety of

canals, oi which fome are navigable acrofs the

empire,
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empire, and others contribute to the fertility of the

foil ; the art of cultivating their lands, and the

abundance and variety of their productions ; the

fagacious and mild afpecT: of the inhabitants, the

perpetual interchange of good offices which ap-

peared in the country and on the publick roads,

and the good order preferved among thofe num-

berlefs crouds who were engaged in the hurry

of bufinefs ; we mall not wonder at the furprize of

the Portuguefe ambaflador, who had been ac-

cuftomed to the barbarous and ridiculous manners

of Europe.

Let us take a tranfient view of this people.

The hiftory of a nation fo well governed, is*the hif-

tory of mankind : the reft of the world refernbles

the chaos of matter before it was wrought into

form. After a long feries of devaluation, fociety

has at length rifen to order and harmony. States and

nations are produced from each other, like indivi-

duals, with this difference, that in families nature

brings about the death: of fome, and provides for

the births of others, in a conftant and regular fuc-

ceffion : but in ftates, this rule is violated and de-

flroyed by the diforders of fociety, where it fome-.

times happens that ancient monarchies flifle riling

republics in their births, and that a rude and favage

people, ruining like a torrent, fweep away multitudes

of dates, which are difunited and broken in pieces.

China alone has been exempted from this fa*

tality. This empire, bounded on the north by

Ruffian Tartary, on the fouth by India, by Thi-

bet on the weff3 and by the ocean on the eaft,

comprehends
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comprehends almofl all the eaflern extremity of the

continent of Afia. It is eighteen hundred leagues

in circumference. It is faid to have laded through

a fucceffive feries of four thoufand years ; nor is

this antiquity in the lead to be wondered at. The
narrow bounds of our hiftory, and the fmall extent

of our kingdoms, which rife and fall in a quick fuc-

ceflion, are the confequence of wars, fuperdition,

and the unfavourable circumflances of our fituation.

But the Chinefe, who are encompaffed and defend-

ed on all fides by feas and deferts, have, like the

ancient Egyptians, given a lading liability to their

empire. Since their coafls and the inland parts of

their territories have been peopled and cultivated,

this happy nation mull of courfe have been the cen-

ter of attraction to all the furrounding people ; and

the wandering- or cantoned tribes mull necelTarilv

have gradually attached themfelves to a body of

men, who fpeak lefs frequently of the conquells

they have made, than of the attacks they have fuf-

fered ; and are happier in the thought of having

civilized their conquerors, than they could have

been in that of having dellroyed their invaders.

In a country where the government is fo an-

cient, we may every where expect to find deep

traces ofe the continued force of induftry. Its

roads have been levelled with the exacted care

;

and, in general, have no greater declivity than is

neceiiary to facilitate the watering of the land,

which they confider, with reafon, as one of the

greatelt helps in agriculture. They have but few,

even of the moll ufeful trees, as their fruits would

rob
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rob the corn of its nouriihment. There are ear-o
dens, it is true, interfperfed with flowers, fine turf,

fhrubberies, and fountains ; but however agreeable

thefe fcenes might be to an idle fpectator, they feem

to be concealed and removed from the public eye,

as if the owners were afraid of mewing how much

their amufements had encroached upon the foil that

ought to be cultivated for the fupport of life.

They have no parks or extenlive forefts, which are

not near fo ferviceable to mankind by the wood

they furniih, as prejudicial by preventing agricul-

ture ; and while they contribute to the pleafure of

the great by the beafts that range in them, "prove

a real misfortune to the hufbandman. In China,

the beauty of a country-feat confifts in its being

happily lituated, furrounded with an agreeable va-

riety of cultivated fields, and interfperfed with trees

planted irregularly, and with fome heaps of a po-

rous 'ftone, which at a diftance have the appearance

of rocks or mountains.

The hills are generally cut into terraces, fup.-

ported by dry walls. Here there are refervoirs,

conflrudted with ingenuity, for the reception of

rain and fpring water. It is not uncommon to fee

the bottom, fummit and declivity of a hill wa-

tered by the fame canal, by means of a number of

engines of a fimple conitruclion, which fave ma-

nual labour, and perform with two men what could

not be done with a thoufand in the ordinary way.

Thefe heights commonly yield three crops in a

year. They are firft fown with a kind of radifh,

which produces an oil ; then with cotton, and

after
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after that with potatoes. This is the common me-

thod of culture; but the rule is not without ex-

ception.

Upon mod of the mountains which are incapa-

ble of being cultivated for the fubfiftence of man,

proper trees are planted for building houfes or

ihips. Many of thern contain iron, tin, and cop-

per mines, fufEcient to fupply the empire. The

gold mines have been neglected, either becaufe

their produce did not defray the expence of work-

ing them, or becaufe the gold duft, warned down

by the torrents, was found fuflicient for the pur-

pofes of exchange.

Tui fandy plains, faved from the ravages of the

pcean, (which changes its bed as rivers do their

courfe, in a fpace of time fo exactly proportioned

to their different moments, that a fmall encroach-

ment of the fea caufes a thoufand revolutions on the

furface of the globe) form, at this day, the pro-

vinces of Nankin and Tchekiang, which are the

fmeft in the empire. As the Egyptians checked

the courfe of the Nile, the Chinefe have repulfed,

retrained, and given laws to the ocean. They have

re-united to the continent, tracts of land which had

been disjoined by this element. They Hill exert

their endeavours to oppofe that over-ruling effect:

of the earth's motion, which in conformity with

the celeflial fyftem drives the ocean from eaft to

weft. To the action of the globe the Chinefe op-

pofe the labours of induftry : and while nations,

the moil: celebrated in hiftory, have, by the rage

of conqueft, increafed the ravages that time is per-

petually
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efforts to retard the progrefs of univerfal devalua-

tion, as might appear fupernatural, if daily expe-

rience did not afford us ftrong evidence to the con-

trary.

To the improvements of land this nation adds, if

we may be allowed the expreffion, the improve-

ment of the water. The rivers, which communi-

cate with each other by canals, and run under the

walls of molt of the towns, prefent us with the

profpect of floating cities, compofed of an infinite

number of boats filled with people, who live con-

ftantly upon the water, and whofe fole employment

is fifhine. The fea itfelf is covered with number,-

lefs veffels, whofe mails, at a diftance, appear like

moving forefts. Anfon mentions it as a reproach

to the fimermen belonging to thefe boats, that they

did not sive themfelves a moment's intermiffion

from their work to look at his fhip, which was the

largefl that had ever anchored in thofe latitudes*

But this inattention to an object, which appeared

to a Chinefe failor to be of no ufe, though it was

in the way of his profeffion, is, perhaps, a proof

of the happinefs of a people, who prefer bufmels

to matters of mere curiolity.

The manner of culture is by no means uniform

throughout this empire, but varies according to

the nature of the foil and the difference of the

climate. In the low countries towards" the fouth

they fow rice, which being always under water,

grows to a great fize, and yields two crops in a

year. In the inland parts of the country, where

the
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the fituation is lofty and dry, the foil produces a

fpecies of rice, which is neither fo large, fo well-

talted, or fo nourifhing, and makes the hufband-

man but one return in the year for his labour. In

the northern parts the fame kinds of grain are cul-

tivated as in Europe, which grow in as great plenty,

and are of as good a quality as in any of our molt

fertile countries. From one end of China to the

other, there are large quantities of vegetables, par-

ticularly in the fouth, where together with fifh they

fupply the place of meat, which is the general food

of the other provinces. But the improvement of

lands is univerfally underftood and attended to.

All the different kinds of manure are carefully pre-

ferved, and fkilfully diftributed to the belt advan-

tage ; and that which arifes from fertile lands, is

applied to make them ftill more fertile. This grand

fyftem of nature, which is fultained by deltruction

and re-produdtion, is better underftood and at-

tended to in China than in any other country in the

world.

A philosopher, whom the fpirit of obfervation

has led into their empire, has found out and ex-

plained the caufes of the rural ceconomy of the

Chinefe.

The firlt of thefe caufes is that character of in-

dultry by which thefe people are particularly dif-

tinguilhed, who in their nature require a lefs fhare

of repofe. Every day in the year is devoted to la-

bour, except the firlt, which is employed in pay-

ing and receiving vifits among relations •, and the

laft, which is facred to the memory of their an-

Vol. I, I ceftors.
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» „' ,.1 of domeftic worfhip. In this nation of fages, what-

ever unites and civilizes mankind is religion ; and

• .religion itfelf is nothing more than the practice of

the focial virtues. Thefe foberand rational people

want nothing more than the controul of civil laws

to make them juft; their private worfhip confifts

in the love of their parents whether living or dead;

and their public worfhip in the love of labour;

and that labour which is held in the ojoft facred

veneration is agriculture.

The generality of two of their emperors is much

revered, who, preferring the interefts of the Hate to

thofe of their family, kept their own children from

the throne to make room for men taken from the

plough. They revere .the memory of thefe huf-

bandmen, who fowed the feeds of the happinefs

and liability of the empire in the fertile bofom of

the earth ; that inexhauilible fource of whatever

conduces to the nouriihment, and confequently to

the increase of mankind.

In imitation of thefe royal hufbandmen, the

emperors of China become hufbandmen officially.

It is one of their public functions to break up the

ground in the fpring ; and the parade and mag-

nificence that accompanies this ceremony, draws

together all the farmers in the neighbourhood of

the capital. They flock in crouds to fee their

prince perform this folemnity in honour of the

firft of all the arts. It is not, as in the fables of

Greece, a god, who tends the flocks of a king;

it is the father of his people, who, holding the

plough
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plough with his own hands, fhews his children

what are the true riches of the ftate. In a little

time he repairs again to the field he has ploughed

himfeif, to fow the feed that is moil proper for the

ground* The example of the prince is followed in

all the provinces ; and at the fame feafons, the

viceroys repeat the fame ceremonies in the prefence

of a numerous concourfe of hufbandmen. The

Europeans, who have been prefent at this folemnity

at Canton, never fpeak of it without emotion; and

make us regret that this feftival, whofe political

aim is the encouragement of labour, is not eftab-

lifhed in our climate, inftead of that number of re-

ligious feafts, which feem to be invented by idle-

nefs to make the country a barren wafte.

It is not to be imagined, however, that the

court of Pekin is really engaged in the labours of

a rural life. The arts of luxury are grown to (o

great a height in China, that thefe performances

can only pafs for mere ceremonies. But the law

which obliges the prince to Ihew this token of ref-

pect to the profeflion of hufbandmen, has a ten-

dency to promote the advantage of agriculture.

The deference paid by the fovereign to public opi-

nions contributes to perpetuate them ; and the in-

fluence of opinion is the principal fpring that actu-

ates the political machine.

This influence is preferved in China by confers

ring honours on all hufbandmen, who excel in the

cultivation of the ground. When any ufeful dif-

covery is made, the author of it is called to court

to communicate it to the prince ; and is fent by the

I 2 govern-
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government into the provinces, to inftruct them in

his method. In a word, in this country, where

nobility is not hereditary, but a mere perfonal re-

ward indifcriminately bellowed upon merit ; feveral

of the magiftrates and perfons raifed to the higheft

employments in the empire are chofen out of fami-

lies who are folely employed in the cultivation of

land.

These encouragements which belong to their

mannners, are further feconded by the beft political

institutions. Whatever is in its nature incapable

of being divided, as the fea, rivers, canals, &c. is

enjoyed in common, and is the property of no in-

dividual. Every one has the liberty of going upon

the water, filhing, and hunting ; and a fubjeft who

is in poffefiion of an eftate, whether acquired by

himfelf or left by his relations, is in no danger of

having his right called in queltion by the tyrannical

authority of the feudal laws.

The fmallnefs of the taxes is flill a further en-

couragement to agriculture. Till lately, the pro-

portion paid to government out of the produce of

the lands, was from a tenth down to a thirtieth part

of the income, according to the quality of the foil.

This was the only tribute levied in China. The

leading men never entertained a thought of increaf-

ing it , they would not have ventured to aft in fuch

direct oppofition to ciutom and opinion, which de-

termine every thing in this empire. Some em-

perors and miniflers, no doubt, would have been

glad to attempt an innovation of this kind ; but as

fuch an undertaking would require time, and they

could
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could not hope to live to fee its fuccefs, they did not

choofe to engage in it. Men of bad principles aim

at immediate enjoyment, while the virtuous fubjecl:,

extending his benevolence beyond the prefent gene-

ration, contents himfelf with forming defigns, and

propagating ufeful truths, without expecting to

reap any advantage from them in his own perfon.

It is but lately that conqueft and commerce have

introduced new taxes into China. The Tartar em-

perors have laid a duty upon certain articles of pro-

vifions, metals, and merchandife. In fhort, if we

may believe the Jefuit Amyot, cufloms are eftab-

Hflied there as well as in Europe.

It were to be wifhed, that the Europeans would

imitate the Chinele in the mode of levying their

taxes ; which is juft, humane, and not expenfive.

Every year, at the time of harveft, the fields are

meafured, and rated in proportion to their actual

produce. Whether the Chinefe are as difhoneft as

they are reprefented, or whether, like feveral nations

among the ancients, they are only faithlefs and de-

ceitful in their dealings with ftrangers, I fhall not

take upon me to determine ; but it fhould feem that

government repofes fufficient confidence in them,

not to vex and molefl them by thofe fearchings and

troublefome vifits, fo common in the mode of taxa-

tion in Europe. The only penalty inflidted on per-

fons liable to be taxed, and who are too flow in the

payment of the tribute demanded by the public, is

to quarter old, infirm., and poor people upon them,

to be maintained at their expence, till they have

difcharged the debt due to government. This man-

I 3 ner
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ner of proceeding has a tendency to awaken pity

and humanity in the breaft of a citizen, when he

fees miferable objects and hears the cries of hunger

;

inftead of giving him difguft, and exciting his re-

fentment by forcible feizures and the menaces of an

infolent foldiery, who come to live at difcretion in

a houfe expofed to the numberlefs extortions of the

treafury.

In China, the taxes are levied without having

recourfe to thofe oppreflive methods that are prac^

tifed in Europe. The mandarins take the tenth,

part of the produce of the earth in kind. The of-

ficers in the municipal towns give in their account

of this tribute and all other taxes to the receiver-

general of the province ; and the whole is lodged in

the public treafury. The ufe that is made of this

revenue prevents all frauds in collecting it ; as it is

well known, that a part of thefe duties is allotted

for the maintenance of the magiftrates and foldiers.

The money arifing from the fale of this proportion

of the product of the lands is never hTued from the

treafury but in public exigencies. It is laid up in

the magazines againft times of fcarcity, when the

people receive what they had lent, as it were, in

times of plenty.

It may naturally be expected that a nation, en-»,

joying fo many advantages, will be extremely po-

pulous ; efpecially in a climate where, whatever

reafon may be afligned for it, the women are re-

markably prolific, and the men do no injury to the

natural vigour of their conftitution by the ufe of

ftrong liquors ; where the climate is wholefome and

tem*
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temperate, and few children die in proportion to B ° £
K

the numbers born ; where the foil overpays the la-
l—v—

'

bour of cultivating it, not to mention the fimple

and plain manner of living in ufe there, which is

regulated by the itrictcft ceconomy.

The Jefuits, however, who were employed by

the court of Pekin to make charts of the empire,

in the courfe of their undertaking difcovered fome

confiderable tra&s of defert land, which had efcaped

the notice of the merchants who frequented only

the fea-ports, and of travellers who went only by

the road of Canton to the capital.

It would be impoffible to account for the want

of population in fome parts of China diftant from

each other, if it were not known, that, in thefe ex-

tenfive flates, a great number of children are de-

ftroyed foon after they are born ; that feveral of

thofe who efcape this cruel fate, fuffer the mofl

fnameful mutilation ; and that of thofe who are not

thus barbaroufly robbed of their fex, many are re-

duced to a ftate of flavery, and deprived of the com-

forts of marriage by tyrannical mailers; that polyga-

my, fo contrary to reafon and the fpirit of fociety, is

univerfally pra&ifed ; that the vice which nature re-

jects with the utmoft abhorrence, is very common ;

and that the convents of the Bonzes contain little lefs

than a million of perfons devoted to celebacy.

But if a few fcattered dijirifis, which are hardly

known even in China, be deftitute of hands to cul-

tivate them ; are there not many more in which men

are crouded together in fuch numbers as to incom-

mode each other? This inconvenience is obfervable

I 4. in
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jn t^g neighbourhood of great cities and public •

1—v——
' roads, and particularly in the fouthern provinces.

Accordingly it appears, by the records of the em-

pire, that a bad harveft has feldom failed to pro-

duce an infurrection.

We need go no further to find the reafons which

prevent defpotifm from making any advances in

China. It is evident from thefe frequent revolutions,

that the people are fully fenfible that a regard to the

rights of property, and fubmiffion to the laws, are

duties of a lower clafs, fubordinate to the original

rights of nature, and that communities are formed

for the common benefit of thofewho enter into them.

Accordingly, when the more immediate neceffaries

of life fail, the Chinefe ceafe to acknowledge an au^

thority which does not provide for their fubfiftence.

The right of kings is founded on the regard they pay

to the prefervation of the people. Neither religion

nor morality teach any other doctrine in China.

The emperor is well aware, that he prefides over I

a people who fuhmit to the laws no longer than

while they promote their happinefs. He is fenfible,

that if the fpirit of tyranny, which is fo common and

infectious in other countries, Ihould feize him but

for a moment, fuch a violent oppofition would be

raifed, that he would be expelled from the throne*

Accordingly, finding himfelf invefted with the fu-

preme authority by a people who obferve and criti-

cife his conduct, he is far from attempting to erect

himfelf into, an object of religious fuper|tition, and

doing juft as he pleafes. He does not violate the

facred contract, by virtue of which he holds the fcep^
|

tre,
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tre. He is convinced that the people are fo well ac-

quainted with their rights, and the manner ofdefend-

ing them, that whenever a province complains of the

mandarin who governs it, he recalls him without ex-

amination, and delivers him up to a tribunal, which

proceeds againft him if he is in fault ; but mould

he even prove innocent, he is not reinftated in his

employment, as it is deemed a crime to have drawn

upon himfelf the refentment of the people. He is

considered as an ignorant tutor, who mould attempt

to deprive a father of the love his children bear him.

This compliance, which, in other countries, would

nourilh perpetual difcontent, andoccafion an infinite

number of intrigues, is not attended with any in-r

convenience in China, where the inhabitants are

naturally difpofed to be mild and juft, and the con*

flitution of the Hate is fo ordered, that its delegates

have feldom any rigorous commands to execute.

The neceflity of juftice in the prince tends to

make him more wife and intelligent. He is in China

what one would gladly believe princes in all coun*-

tries were, the idol of his people. It mould feem

that their manners and laws confpired to eflablifh

this fundamental principle, that China is a family

of which the emperor is the patriarch. He does

not poflefs his authority as a conqueror, or a legis-

lator, but as a father : as a father he governs, re-

wards, and punifhes. This pleafing fentiment gives

him a greater power than the tyrants of other na*

tions can poffibly derive from the number of their

troops, or the artifices of their minifters. It is not

to be imagined what eftcern and afife&ion the Chi-

nefe
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book nefe have for their emperor, or, as they exprefs it,

*

—

i
—

' their common, their univerfal father.

This public veneration is founded upon that

which is eflablifhed by private education. In

China, the father and mother claim an abfolute

right over their children at every period of life,

even when raifed to the highefl dignity. Paternal

authority and filial affection are the fources of every

thing in this empire : by thefe the manners are re-

gulated, and they are the grand tie that unites the

prince to his fubjedts, the fubjeclis to their prince,

and citizens to one another. The Chinefe govern-

ment has gradually arrived at that point of perfec-

tion, from which all others feem to have finally and

irrevocably degenerated : I mean the patriarchal go-

vernment, a government eflablifhed by nature itfelf.

Notwithstanding this fublime fyftem of mo-

rals, that for fo many ages has contributed to the

profperity of the Chinefe empire, it would proba-

bly have experienced an infenfible change, if the

chimerical diflindtions allowed to birth had de-

stroyed that original equality eflablifhed by nature

among mankind, and which ought only to give

place to fuperior abilities and fuperior merit. In

all the dates of Europe, one clafs of men affume

from their infancy a pre-eminence independent of

their moral character. The attention paid them

from the moment of their birth, gives them the

idea that they are formed for command ; they foon

learn to confider themfeives as a diflind: fpecies,

and being fecure of a certain rank and flation, take

no pains to make themfeives worthy of it.

This
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This fyftem, to which we owe fo many indif- book

ferent minifters, ignorant magistrates, and bad ge- *—S—

'

nerals has no place in China, where nobility does

not defcend by hereditary right. The figure any

citizen makes, begins and ends with himfelf. The

fon of the prime minifter of the empire has no ad-

vantages at the moment of his birth, but thofe he

may have derived from nature. The rank of no-

bility is fometimes conferred upon the anceftors of

a man who has done fignal fervices to his country

;

but this mark of diftinction, which is merely per-

fonal, dies with its pofferTor, and his children de-

rive no other advantage from it than the memory

and example of his virtues.

In confequence of this perfect equality, the Chi-

nefe are enabled to eftablifh an uniform fyftem of

education, and to inculcate correfpondent principles.

It is no difficult talk to perfuade men who are upon

an equal footing by birth, that they are all brethren.

This opinion gives them every advantage which

would be loft if a contrary idea prevailed. A Chi-

nefe, who mould abftract himfelf from this common

fraternity, would become a folitary and miferable

being, and wander as a flranger in the heart of his

country.

Instead of thofe frivolous diftinctions which are

allotted to birth in almofl every other country, the

Chinefe fubftitute real ones, founded entirely on

perfonal merit. A fett of wife and intelligent men,

who are honoured with the title of the learned man-

darins, devote themfelves to the fludy of all fciences

neceflary to qualify them for the adminiftration of

public
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*

—

n
—' fpedtable fociety, who are not recommended by

their talents and knowledge : for riches give no

claim to this honour. The mandarins are at their

option to fix upon proper perfons to affociate with

them ; and they never chufe any perfon without a,

previous and Uriel; examination. There are dif-

ferent claffes of mandarins, the fucceffion to which

is regulated by merit, and not by feniority.

Out of the clafs of mandarins, the emperor, ac-

cording to a cuftom as ancient as the empire, elects

minifters, magiflrates, governors of provinces, and

officers of every denomination who are called to any

employment in the flate. As his choice can only

fall upon men of tried abilities, the welfare of the

people is always lodged in the hands of thofe who

are worthy of fuch a truft.

In confequence of this inflitution, no dignity is

hereditary except that of the crown ; and even that

does not always devolve to the eldefl fon ; but to

him whom the emperor and the council of manda^

rins judge mofl worthy. By this method? a fpirit

of virtuous emulation prevails even in the imperial

family. The throne is given to merit alone, and

it is afligned to the heir only in confideration of his

abilities. The emperors rather chufe to appoint a

fucceffor from a different family, than to intrufl the

reins of government to unfkilful hands.

The viceroys and magiflrates enjoy the affection

of the people, at the fame time that they partake

of the authority of the fovereign ; and any mif-

takes in their adminiflration meet with the fame in-

dulgence
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dulgence that is fliewn to thofe of the fupreme legif-

lator. They have not that tendency to fedition

which prevails in this part of the world. In China

there is no fett of men to form or manage a faction ;

as the mandarins have no rich and powerful family

connections, they can derive no fupport but from
the crown, and their own prudence. They are

trained up in a way of thinking that infpires hu-

manity, the love of order, beneficence, and refpect

for the laws. They take pains to iuculcate thefe fen-

timents into the people, and fecure their attachment

to every law, by mewing them its ufeful tendency.

The fovereign paffes no edidt that does not convey

fome moral or political inftrudtion. The people

neceflarily become acquainted with their intereits,

and the meafures taken by government to promote

them ; and the better informed they are, the more

likely they will be to remain quiet.

Superstition, which excites diflurbances in all

other countries, and either eflabliihes tyranny, or

overthrows government, has no influence in China.

It is tolerated, injudiciously, perhaps, by the laws :

but, at leaft, it never makes laws itfelf. No per-

fon can have any fhare in the government who does

not belong to the clafs of literati, which admits of no

fuperftition. The bonzes are not allowed to ground

the duties of morality upon the doctrines of their

feels, nor confequently to difpenfe with them. If

they impofe upon fome part of the nation, their ar-

tifices do not affect thofe whofe example and author

rity are of the greateft importance to the itate.

2 Confucius,
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Confucius, in whofe actions and difcourfes pre-

cept was joined to example, whofe memory is

equally" revered, and whofe dodtrine is equally em-

braced by all clafles and fe<Sts whatfoever, was the

founder of the national religion of China. His code

contains a fyflem of natural law, which ought to be

the ground-work of all religions, the rule of fociety,

.and flandard of all governments. He taught that

reafon was an emanation of the Deity ; and that the

fupreme law confided in the harmony between na-

ture and reafon. The religion that runs in oppofi-

tion to thefe two guides of human life, does-notcome

from heaven.

As the Chinefe have no term for God, they fay

that heaven is God. But, fays the emperor Chang-

chi, in an edi(ffc publifhed in 1 7 1 o, it is not to the -vi-

fible and material heaven that we offer our facrifices, but

to the Lord of hea-ven. Thus atheifm, though not

uncommon in China, is not publicly profeifed. It

is neither the characteristic of a fedt, nor an objecT:

of perfecution ; but is tolerated as well as fuperftition.

The emperor, who is fole pontiff, is likewife the

judge in matters of religion ; but as the national

worfhip was made for the government, not the go-

vernment for it; and as both were defigned to be

fubfervient to the ends of fociety ; it is neither the

intereft nor inclination of the fovereign to employ

the two-fold authority,lodged in his hands, for the

purpofes of oppreflion. If on the one hand the

doctrines and ceremonies of the hierarchy do not

prevent the prince from making an ill ufe of abfo

lute authority ; he is more powerfully retrained on

3 the
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the other, by the general influence of the national

manners.

Any attempt to change thefe manners would be

attended with the greateft difficulty, becaufe they

are inculcated by a mode of education which is, per-

haps, the beft we are acquainted with. The Chinefe

do not make a point of inftructing their children

till they are five years old. They are then taught

to write words or hieroglyphics, which reprefent

fenfible objects, of which at the fame time they

endeavour to give them clear ideas. Afterwards

their memory is ftored-with fententious verfes con-

taining precepts of morality, which they are taught

to reduce to practice. As they advance in years

they are instructed in the philofophy of Confucius.

This is the manner of education among the ordinary

ranks. The children who are defigned for pofts of

honour, begin in the fame manner ; but intermix

other ftudies relative to human conduct in the dif-

ferent ftations of life.

In China, the manners take their complexion

from the laws, and are preferved by common ufage,

which is likewife prefcribed by the laws. The Chi-

nefe have a greater number of precepts, relating to

the mofl common actions, than any other people

in the world. Their code of politenefs is very vo-

luminous; the loweft citizen is Inftructed in it, and

obferves it with the fame exactnefs as the mandarins

and the court.

The laws in this code, like all the reft, are

formed with a view of keeping up the opinion that

China is but one great family, and of promoting

that
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that regard and mutual affection in the citizens,

which is due to each other as brethren. Thefe rights

and cuftoms tend to preferve the manners. Some-

times, indeed, ceremonies are fubnituted for fenti-

ment ; but how often are they the means of revi-

ving it ! They compofe a kind of conftant homage

that is paid to virtue ; and is calculated to engage

the attention of youth. This homage preferves the

refpect due to virtue herfelf ; and if it fometimes

leads to hypocrify, it encourages at leaft a laudable

zeal. Tribunals are erected to take cognizance of

tranfgreffions againft the cuftoms ; as well as to

punifh crimes, and reward merit. Moderate pe-

nalties are inflicted upon crimes, and virtue is dif-

tinguifhed by marks of honour. Honour is accord-

ingly one of the principles that actuate the Chinefe

government : and though it is not the leading one,

operates more ftrongly than fear, and more feebly

than affection.

Under the influence of fuch institutions, one

Ihould expect, that China would be the country in

the whole world, where men would be moft hu-

mane. Accordingly the humanity of the Chinefe

is confpicuous on thofe occafions, where it mould

feem, that virtue could have no other object but

juftice ; and that juftice could not be executed

without feverity. Their prifoners are confined in

neat and commodious apartments, where they are

well taken care of even to the moment when thejf

fuffer. It frequently happens, that the only punifh-

ment inflicted on a rich man amounts to no more

than obliging him for a certain time to maintain or

clothe
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clothe fome old men and orphans at his own ex-

pence. Our moral and political romances form the

real hiftory of the Chinefe, who have regulated all

the actions of men with fuch an exact nicety, that

they have fcarcely any need of fentiment. Yet they

do not fail to cultivate the latter, in order to give

a proper eftimation to the former.

The fpirit of patriotifm, that fpirit, without

which ftates are mere colonies, and not nations, is

ftronger, perhaps, and more active among the Chi-

nefe than it is found in any republic. It is com-

mon to fee them voluntarily contributing their la-

bour to repair the public roads : the rich build

places of fhelter upon them for the ufe of travel-

lers ; and others plant trees there. Such actions,

which are proofs of a beneficent humanity rather

than an oftentation of generofity, are far from be-

ing uncommon in China.

There have been times, when they have been

frequent; and others, when they have been lefs fo ;

but the corruption which was the caufe of the lat-

ter, brought on a revolution, and the manners of the

people were reformed. They fuffered by the late in-

vafion of the Tartars : they are now recovering, in

proportion as the princes of that victorious nation

lay afide the fuperftitions of their own country, to

adopt the principles of the nation they have con-

quered ; and in proportion as they improve in the

knowledge of thofe books, which the Chinefe call

canonical.

It cannot be long before we fee the amiable cha-

racter of this nation entirely revived ; that frater-

Vol. I. K nal,
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nal, and kindred principle ; thofe enchanting focial

ties, which foften the manners of the people, and

attach them inviolably to the laws* Political errors

and vices cannot take deep root in a country where

no perIons are ever promoted to public employments,

but fuch as are of the feet of the learned, whofe fole

occupation is to inftruct themfelves in the principles

of morality and government. As long as real know-

ledge lhall be held in eftimation, as long as it mall

continue to lead to public honours, there will exift

among the people of China a fund of reafon and vir-

tue, which will not be found among other nations.

If this picture of the manners of the Chinefe

ihould be different from that drawn by other wrl*

ters, it is not, peahaps, impoffible to reconcile opi-

nions fo feemingly contradictory, China may be

confidered in two diftinct points of view. If we ftudy

the inhabitants as they appear in the fea-ports and

great towns, we lhall be difeufled at their coward-*

ice, knavery and avarice : but in the other parts of

the empire, particularly in the country, we mall find

their manners domeftic, focial and patriotic. It

would be difficult to point out a more virtuous,

humane, and intelligent people.

It muff, however, be acknowledged, that the

greateft part of thofe improvements, which depend

upon theories at all complicated, are not fo far ad-

vanced there, as might naturally be expected from

that ancient, active, and diligent people, who have

fo long had a clue to them. But this riddle is not

inexplicable. The Chinefe language requires a long

and laborious ftudy, fcarcely to be comprehended

within
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within the term of a man's life. The rights and

ceremonies which they obfcrve upon every occa-

fion, afford more exercife for their memory than

their fenfibility. Their manners are calulated to

check the impulfes of the foul, and weaken its

operations. Too affiduous in the purfuit of what

is ufeful, they have no opportunity of launching

out into the extenfive regions of imagination. An

excemve veneration for antiquity^ makes them the

flaves of whatever is eflablifhed. All thefe caufes

united, mull necefTarily have flifled, among the

Chinefe, the fpirit of invention. It requires ages

with them to bring any thing to perfection ; and

whoever reflects on the flate, in which arts and fci-

ences were found among them three hundred years

ago, muft be convinced of the extraordinary anti-

quity of their empire.

The low flate of learning, and of the fine arts

in China, may perhaps be further owing to the

very perfection of its government, and fyflem of

policy. This paradox has its foundation in realbn.

Where the fludy of the laws holds the firft rank in

a nation, and is rewarded with an appointment in

the adminiflration, inflead of a pofl in the academy

;

where learning is applied to the regulation of man-

ners, or the maintenance of the public weal

;

where the fame nation is exceedingly populous, and

requires a conflant attention in its learned mem-
bers to make fubfiflence keep an equal pace with

population ; where every individual, befides j;he

duties he owes to the public, which take a confl-

derable time to be wrell underflood, has particular

K 2 duties
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duties arifing from the claims of his family or pro-

feffion : in fuch a nation the fpeculative and orna-

mental parts of fcience cannot be expecled to ar-

rive at that height of fplendour they have attained

in Europe. But the Chinefe, who are only our

fcholars in the arts of luxury and vanity, are our

mailers in the fcience of good government. They

ftudy how to increafe, not how to diminiih the

number of inhabitants.

One of the arts in which the Chinefe have made

the leafl progrefs, is that of war. It is natural to

imagine, that a nation, whofe whole conduct, like

that of infants, is influenced by ceremonies, pre-

cepts, and cuftoms either of private or public infti-

tution, rauft confequently be pliant, moderate, and

inclined to tranquillity both at home and abroad.

Reafon and reflection, while they cherim fentiments

like thefe, leave no room for that enthufiafm,

which conftitutes the hero and the warrior. The

fpirit of humanity, which they imbibe in their ten-

der years, makes them look with abhorrence on

thofe fanguinary fcenes of rapine and maffacre, that

;are fo familiar to nations of a warlike turn. With

fuch difpofitions, can we wonder that the Chinefe

•are not warriors ? They have foldiers without num-

ber, but totally undifciplined, except in the fingle

article of obedience, being ftill more deficient in

-military manoeuvres than in courage. In their

wars with the Tartars, the Chinefe knew not how

to fight, and only ftood to be killed. Their at-

tachment to their government, their country, and

their laws, may fupply the want of a warlike fpi-

rit,
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rk, but will never fupply the want of good arms,

and military fkill. When a nation has found the

art of fubduing its conquerors by its manners, it

has no occafion to overcome its enemies by force

of arms.

Such is the empire of China fo much talked of,

and fo little known. Such it was, when the Por-

tugucfe landed there. They might have learned

in it lenons of wifdom and government, but they

thought of nothing but enriching themfelves, and

propagating their religion. Thomas Perez, their

ambaffador, found the court of Pekin difpofed

to favour his nation, whofe fame had fpread itfelf

throughout Alia. It had already attracted the ef-

teem of the Chinefe, which the conduct of Ferdi-

nand Andrada, who commanded the Portuguefe

fquadron, tended flill further to increafe. He
vifited all the coafts of China, and traded with the

natives. When he was on the point of departure,

he made proclamation in the ports he had put

into, that if any one had been injured by a Portu-

guefe, and would make it known, he fhould re-

ceive fatisfaction. The ports of China were now

I

upon the point of being opened to them : Tho-

mas Perez was jufl about concluding a treaty,

| when Simon Andrada, brother to Ferdinand, ap-

peared on the coafts with a frefh fquadron. This

commander treated the Chinefe in the fame man-

Iner as the Portuguefe had, for fome time, treated

Jail the people of Afia. He built a fort without per-

minion, in the ifland of Taman, from whence he

took opportunities of pillaging, and extorting

K 3
money



1 34 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
book money from all the fhips bound from or to the ports

»—y

—

) of China. He carried offyoung girls from the coaft;

he feized upon Chinefe men, and made them Haves

;

he gave himfelf up to the moft licentious acts of

piracy, and the moil; ihameful diflblutenefs.
- The

failors and foldiers under his command, followed

his example. The Chinefe enraged at thefe out-

rages fitted out a large fleet : the Portuguefe de-

. fended themfelves courageoufly, and efcaped by

making their way through the enemy's fleet. The
• emperor imprifoned Thomas Perez, who died in

confinement, and the Portuguefe nation was ba-

mfhed from China for fome years. After this, the'

Chinefe relaxed, and gave permiffion to the Portu-

guefe to trade at the port of Sancian, to which place

they brought gold from Africa, fpices from the

Molucca iflands, and from Ceylon elephants teeth,

and fome precious {tones. In return they took filks

of every kind, china, gums, medicinal herbs, and

tea, which is fince become fo neceflary a commo-

dity to the northern nations of Europe.

The Portuguefe contented themfelves with the

huts and factories they had at Sancian, and the li-

berty granted to their trade by the Chinefe govern*

ment, till an opportunity offered of eftabliihing

themfelves upon a footing more folid, and lefs de-

pendent upon the mandarins, who had the com-

mand of the coaft.

A pirate, named Tokang-fi-loo, whofe fuccefTes

had made him powerful, had feized upon the ifland

of Macao, from whence he blocked up the ports of

China, and even proceeded fo far as to lay fiege to

Canton.
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Canton. The neighbouring mandarins had re- B ° ° K

courfe to the Portuguefe, who had mips in the har- '—v—-'

bour of Sancian ; they haftened to the relief of Can-

ton, raifed the liege, and obtained a complete vic-

tory over the pirate, whom they purfued as far as

Macao, where he killed himfelf.

The emperor of China being informed of the

fervice the Portuguefe had rendered him on this oc-

caiion, bellowed Macao on them, as a mark of his

gratitude. They received this grant with joy, and

built a town which became very nouriming, and

was advantageoufly fituated for the trade they foon

after entered into with Japan.

In the year 1^42, it happened that a Portuguefe
3n*of

S
'h"

veffel was fortunately driven by a ftorm on the coaft p° 1

d

t"?"e

[

e

of thofe celebrated iilands. The crew were hofpi- Pan - The
x

ftate of the

tably received, and obtained of the natives every Japanefe

n iilands.

thing they wanted to refrefh, and rent them for the

fea. When they arrived at Goa, they reported

what they had feen, and informed the viceroy, that

a new country, not lefs rich than populous, pre-

fented itfelf to the zeal of miffionaries, and the in-

dustry "of merchants. Both miffionaries and mer-

chants embarked without delay for Japan,

They found a great empire, which is, perhaps,

the mofl ancient of any in the world, except that of

China: its annals are not without a great mixture of

fable, but it appears beyond a doubt, that in the

year 660, Sin-chu founded the monarchy, which

has ever fince been continued in the fame family.

Thefe fovereigns called Dairos, were at the fame

time the kings, and the pontiffs of the nation ; and

K 4 by
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by virtue of thefe united powers got the whole ex-

tent of the fupreme authority into their hands. The

perfon oftheDairos was facred, they were confidered

as the dependents, and reprefentatives of the gods.

The leaf! difobedience to the moft trifling of their

laws, was looked upon as a crime fearcely to be ex-

piated by the fevered punifhments ; nor were they

confined to the offender alone, his whole family was

involved in the confequences of his crime.

About the eleventh century thefe princes, who,

no doubt, were more jealous of the pleafing prero-

gatives of priefthood, than of the troublefome rights

of royalty, divided the date into feveral govern-

ments, and intruded the adminiftration of them to

fuch of the nobility as were didinguifhed for their

knowledge and wifdom.

By this means the unlimited power of the Dairos

fufTered a confiderable change. The affairs of the em-

pire were left to fluctuate at all adventures. The rel-

iefs and quick-fighted ambition of their viceroys

took advantage of this inattention to bring about a

variety of revolutions. By degrees they began to de-

part from the allegiance they had fvvorn to preferVe.

They made war upon each other, and even upon

their fovereign. An abfolute independence was the

confequence of thefe commotions; fuch was the ftate

ofJapan, when it was difcovered by the Portuguefe.

The great iflands, of which this empire is com-

pofed, being fituated in a tempeftuous climate fur-

rounded by dorms, agitated by volcanos, and fub-

je£t to thofe great natural events which imprefs ter-

ror on the human mind, were inhabited by a people

3 entirely
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entirely addided to fu perdition, but divided into

feveral feds. That of Xinto is the ancient efta-

blifhed religion of the country : it acknowledges a

fupreme being, and the immortality of the foul

;

and pays adoration to a multitude of gods, faints,

or camis, that is to fay, the fouls of great men, who

have been the fupport and ornament of their coun-

try. It is by the authority of this religion, that the

Dairo, high-prieft of the gods from whom he claim-

ed his defcent, had long reigned over his fubjects

with that defpotic fway, with which fuperftition

governs the mind. Being both emperor and high-

prieft, he had rendered religion, in fome refpects,

ufeful to his people, which is not abfolutely im-

poflible in countries where the facerdotal and civil

power are united in the fame perfon.

It does not appear that the fed: of Xinto has had

the madnefs, which of all others is themoft danger-

ous to morality, to fix a criminal ftigma on adtions

innocent in themfelves. Far from encouraging that

gloomy fanaticifm and fear of the gods, which is in-

fpired by almofl all other religions, the Xinto fed:

had applied itfelf to prevent, or at leaft to moderate

this diforder of the imagination, by inflituting fef-

tivals, which were celebrated three times in every

month. They were dedicated to friendly vifits,feafls,

and rejoicings. The priefts of Xinto taught, that

the innocent pleafures of mankind are agreeable to

the deity, and that the belt method of paying de-

votion to the camis is to imitate their virtues, and

to enjoy in this world that happinefs they enjoy in

another. In confequence of this tenet, the Japa-

nefe,
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nefe, after having put up their prayers in the

temples, which are always iituated in the midft of

groves, reforted to courtezans, who commonly in-

habited places confecrated to love and devotion,

and compofed a religious community under the

direction of an order of monks, who received a

ftiare of the profits arifing from this pious compli-

ance with the dictates of nature.

The Budzoifls are another feci: in Japan, of which

Budzo was the founder. Their doctrine was near-

ly the fame with that of the feet of Xinto ; over

which they hoped to
.
gain a fuperiority by the fe-

verity of their morals-. Befides Amida, the deity

of the Xintoifts, the Budzoifls worfhipped a kind

of mediator between God and mankind. They

likewife worihipped other mediatorial divinities

between men and Amida. The profeffors of this

religion flattered themfelves, that they fhould pre-

vail over the religion of Xinto by the multitude of

their precepts, the excefs of their aulterity, their

devotions and mortifications.

The fpirit of Budzoifm is dreadful. It breathes

nothing but penitence, excefiive fear, and cruel

feverity. Of all fanaticifms it is the molt terrible.

The monks of this feet oblige their difciples to pafs

one half of their lives in penance, to expiate ima,

ginary fins ; and inflict upon them the greater!

part of that penance themfelves, with a tyranny

and cruelty, of which one may conceive an idea,

from the inquifitors in Spain ; with this difference,

that the Japanefe fathers are themfelves the but-

chers of thefe voluntary victims to fuperflition
jj

whereas
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whereas the inquifitors are only the judges of thofe B0
I

OK

fins and punifhments, which they have themfelves '—1—

'

devifed and invented. The Budzoift priefts keep

the minds of their followers in a continual ftate of

torture, between remorfe "and expiations. Their

religion is fo over-loaded with precepts, that it is

not poffible to obferve them. They reprefent

their gods as always defirous to punifh, and always

offended.

It may be readily imagined, what effects fo hor-

rible a fuperftition mull have on the character of the

people, and to what degree of ferocity it hath brought

them. The lights of a found morality, a little phi-

lofophy, and a prudent fyflem of education might

have remedied thefe laws, this government, and

this religion ; which confpire to make mankind

more favage in fociety with his own fpecies, than

if he lived in the woods, and had no companions

but the monfters that roam about the deferts.

In China, they put into the hands of children

books of inftruction, which contain a detail of their

duties, and teach them the advantages of virtue.

The Japanefe children are made to get by heart

poems in which the actions of their forefathers are

celebrated, a contempt of life is inculcated, and

fuicide is fet up as the mofl heroic of all actions.

Thefe fongs and poems, which are faid to be full

of energy and beauty, beget enthufiafm. The

Chinefe education tends to regulate the foul, and

keep it in order : the Japanefe, to inflame and ex-

cite it to heroifm. Thefe are guided through life

by fentiment y the Chinefe by reafon and cultom.

1 The
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The Chinefe aim only at truth in their writings,

and place their happinefs in a flate of tranquillity.

The Japancfe have a quick relifli of pleafures, and

would rather fuffer, than be without feeling. In

fine, the Chinefe feem to wifli to counteract the

violence and impetuofity of the foul ; the Japanefe

to keep it from linking into a flate of languor and

inactivity.

It is natural to imagine that people of this cha-

racter mud be fond of novelty. The Portuguefe

were accordingly received with all poffible demon-

itrations of joy. All the ports were open to them.

All the petty princes of the country invited them

to their provinces : each contending who mould

give them the moll valuable advantages, grant

them the moll privileges, and ihew them the great-

ell civilities. Thefe merchants eflablimed a pro-r

digious trade. The Portuguefe carried thither the

commodities of India which they brought from

different markets.; and Macao ferved as a repofi-

tory for their European goods. Immenfe quan-

tities of the productions of Europe and Alia were

confumed by the Dairo, the ufurpers of his rights,

the nobles, and the whole nation. But what had

they to give in return ?

The country of Japan is in general mountain-

ous, ftony, and by no means fertile. Its produce

in rice, barley, and wheat, which are the only crops

it admits of, is not fufficient for the maintenance

of its numerous inhabitants ; who, notwithilanding

their activity, forefight, and frugality, mud perifh

with famine, if the fea did not fupply them with

great



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 141

great quantities of fifh. The empire affords no B °
I
° K

productions proper for exportation ; nor do the '
» '

mechanic arts furnifh any article of trade except

works in fteel, which are the beffc we are acquainted

with.

Were it not for the advantages it derives from

its mines of gold, filver, and copper, which are the

richeft in Afia, and perhaps in the whole world,

Japan could not fupport its own expences. The

Portuguefe every year carried off quantities of thefe

metals, to the amount of fourteen or fifteen mil-

lions of livres *. They married alfo the richeft of

the Japanefe heireffes, and allied themfelves to the

moft powerful families.

With fuch advantages, the avarice, as well as Extent of
to ' the Portu-

the ambition of the Portuguefe might have been z^k (W-° nior.s in

fatisfied. They were mafter-s-pf the coaft of Gui- India,

nea, Arabia, Perfia, and the two peninfulas of In-

dia. They were pofTeffed of the Moluccas, Cey-

lon, and the ifles of Sunda, while their fettlement

at Macao infured to them the commerce of China

and Japan.

Throughout this immenfe tract, the will of the

Portuguefe was the fupreme law. Earth and fea

acknowledged their fovereignty. Their authority

was fo abfolute, that things and perfons were de-

pendent upon them, and moved entirely by their

directions. No nation or private perfon dared to

make voyages, or carry on trade, without obtain-

ing their permiffion and paflport. Thofe who
had this liberty granted them, were prohibited

* Upon an average, about 634,000!.

from
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E ° ° K from trading in cinnamon, ginger, pepper, tinv

I

—
*
—

' ber, iron, fteel, lead, tin, and arms, of which the

conquerors referved to themfelves the exclusive

benefit. A number of valuable articles, by which

fo many nations have fince enriched themfelves^

and which then bore a higher price on account of

their novelty, were entirely ingroffed by the Por-

tuguefe. In confequence of this monopoly, the

prices of the produce and manufactures both in

Europe and Alia were regulated at their difcretion*

In the midfl of fo much glory, wealth, and con-

queft, the Portuguefe had not neglected that part

of Africa, which lies between the cape of Good

Hope and the Red fea, and has in all ages been

famed for the richnefs of its productions. The

porTeffion of this country was on many accounts

an important object : the Arabians had been

fettled there for fe.veral ages, and their numbers

were greatly increafed. They had formed along

the coaft of Zanguebar feveral fmall independent

ibvereignties, fome of which made a coniiderable

figure, and almoft, all of them were in good con-

dition. The flourilhing ftate of thefe fettlements

was owing to mines of gold and filver, which they

found within their refpective territories, the pro-

duce of which enabled them to purchafe the com-

modities of India, To poffefs themfelves of this

treafure, and to deprive their competitors of it,

was looked upon by the Portuguefe as an indif-

penfable duty. Agreeable to this principle, thefe

Arabian merchants were attacked, and without

much difficulty fubdued^ about the year 1508.

Upon
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tJpon their ruin was eftablifhed an empire, ex- B ° ° K

tending from Sofala as far as Melinda, of which v—*mU*J
_

the ifland of Mofambique was made the center.

This hland is feparated from the continent only

by a narrow channel, and is no more than twoleagues

in circumference. Its port, which is excellent, and

wants no advantage but a purer air, was fixed upon

as a place for the veffels of the conqueror to put in

at, and as a ftaple for all their merchandife. Here

they ufed to wait for thofe fettled winds, which at

certain times of the year blow without intermiffion

from the African to the Indian coafts, as at other

times of the year they blow in an oppofite direc-

tion from the coafts of India to thofe of Africa.

These fucceftes properly improved might have Degeneracy
1

. ° of the Por-

formed a power fo confiderable, that it could not tuguefe in

have been ihaken; but the vices and folly of

fome of their chiefs, the abufe of riches and of

power, the wantonnefs of victory, the diftance of

their own country, changed the character of the

Portuguefe. Religious zeal, which had added fo

much force and activity to their courage, now
produced in them nothing but ferocity. They

made no fcruple of pillaging, cheating, and en-

slaving the idolaters. They fuppofed that the

Pope, in beftowing the kingdoms of Afia upon

the Portuguefe monarchs, had not with-holden

the property of individuals from their fubjedts.

Being abfolute matters of the eaftern feas, they ex-

torted a tribute from the mips of every country

;

they ravaged the coafts, infulted the princes, and

became
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became in a fhort time the terror and fcourge of

all nations.

The king of Sidor was carried off from his

own palace, and murdered with his children, whom

he had intruiled to the care of the Portuguefe.

At Ceylon, the people were not fuffered to cul-

tivate the earth, except for their new mailers, who

treated them with the greateil barbarity.

At Goa they had eftablifhed the inquifition,

and whoever was rich became a prey to the mi-

niiters of that infamous tribunal.

Faria, who was fent out againfl the pirates

from Malacca, China, and other parts, made a

defcent on the ifland of Calampui, and plundered

the fepulchres of the Chinefe emperors.

Souza caufed all the pagodas on the Malabar

coaft to be deilroyed, and his people inhumanly

maffacred the wretched Indians, who went to weep

over the ruins of their temples.

CorRea terminated an obilinate war with the king

of Pegu, and both parties were to fwear on the books

of their feveral religions to obferve the treaty.

Correa fwore on a collection of fongs, and thought

by this vile ilratagem to elude his engagement.

Nuno d'Acughna refolved to make himfelf

mailer of the iiland of Daman on the coail of

Cambaya; the inhabitants offered to furrender it

to him, if he would permit them to carry off their

treafures. This requeil was refufed, and Nuno

put them all to the fword.

Diego de Silveira was cruizing in the Red

fea. A veffel richly laden faluted him. The

captain
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captain came on board and gave him a letter

from a Portuguefe general, which was to be his

paflport. The letter contained only thefe words :

i" defire the captains of flips belonging to the king of

Portugal to feize upon this mooriJJo vejfel, as lawful

prize.

In a fhort time the Portuguefe preferved no more

humanity or good faith with each other than with

the natives. Almoft all theftates, where they had

the command, were divided into factions.

There prevailed every where in their manners

a mixture of avarice, debauchery, cruelty and de-

votion. They had moil of them feven or eight con-

cubines, whom they kept to work with the utmoft

rigour, and forced from them the money they

gained by their labour. Such treatment of women

was very repugnant to the fpirit of chivalry.

The chiefs and principal officers admitted to

their table a multitude of thofe ringing and danc-

ing women, with which India abounds. Effemi-

nacy introduced itfelf into their houfes and armies.

The officers marched to meet the enemy in palan-

quins. That brilliant courage, which had fub-

dued fo many nations, exifted no longer among

them. The Portuguefe were with difficulty brought

to fight, except where there was a profpecl: of plun-

der. In a fhort time the king of Portugal no

longer received the produce of the tribute, which

was paid him by more than one hundred and fifty

eaflern princes. This money was loft in its way

from them to him. Such corruption prevailed in

the finances, that the tributes of fovereigns, the re-

Vol. I. L venues
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book venues of provinces, which ought to have been im-
*—v—

' menfe, the taxes levied in gold, filver, and fpices,

on the inhabitants of the continent and iflands,

were not fufficient to keep up a few citadels, and to

fit out the fhipping that was necefiary for the pro-

tection of trade.

It is a melancholy circumftance to contemplate

the fail of nations. Let us haflen to the admini-

ftration of Don Juan da Caflro, who reftored to the

Portuguefe fome part of their virtue.

Castro was a man of much knowledge, confi-

dering the age he lived in. He poffefTed a noble

and elevated foul ; and the ftudy of the ancients

had preferved in him that love of glory and of his

country, which was fo common among the Greeks

and Romans.

In the beginning of his wife and glorious admi-

niltration, Coje-Sophar, minifter of Mahmoud king

of Cambaya, had infpired his malter with a defign

of attacking the Portuguefe. This man, whofe fa-

ther is faid to have been an Italian, and his mother

a Greek, had raifed himfelf from flavery to the con-
1

duel; of the Hate, and the command of armies.

He had embraced Mohammedifm, and, though

he had really no religion, he knew how to avail

himfelf of the averfion the people had conceived

againft the Portuguefe, on account of the contempt

they Ihevved for the religions of the country. He
engaged in his fervice experienced officers, veteran

foldiers, able engineers, and even founders, whom

he procured from Conitantinople. His prepara-

tions fecmed intended againft the Mogul or the Pa-

tans,



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

tans, and when the Portuguefe leaft expected ir, he

attacked and made himfelf mailer of Diu, and laid

liege to the citadel.

This place, which is fituated on a little ifland

upon the coaft of Guzarat, had always been con-

fidered as the key of India in thofe times, when na-

vigators never launched beyond the coaft ; and Su-

rat was the great ftaple of the eaft. From the arrival

of Gama, it had been conftantly an object: of ambi-

tion to the Portuguefe, into whofe hands it fell at

length in the time of d'Acughna. Mafcarenhas,

who was governor of it at thejuncture we are fpeak-

ing of, and mould have had nine hundred men, had

only three : the reft of his garrifon, by an abufe

very common in thofe days, were employed in trade

at the different towns upon the coaft. He muft

have furrendered, if he had not received immediate

affiftance. Caftro fent him a reinforcement under

the command of his fon, who was killed in the at-

tack. Coje-Sophar fhared the fame fate ; but his

death did not flacken the operations of the fiege,

Castro inftituted funeral games in honour of

thofe who fell in defence of their country. He
congratulated their parents in the name of the go-

vernment, and received congratulations himfelfon

the death of his eldeft fon. His fecond prefided

at the funeral games, and marched immediately

after for Diu, to deierve, as it were, the honours he

had juft been paying to his brother. The garrifon

repulfed the enemy in every attack, and fignalized

themfelves every day by extraordinary actions.

In the eyes of the Indians the Portuguefe were

L 2 - more
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more than men. Happily, faid they, providence

has decreed that there JJoould be but as few of them as

there are oftygers and lions, leajl theyfloould exterminate

the human fpecies.

Castro himfelf headed a larger reinforcement

than thofe he had fent. He threw himfelf into

the citadel with proviiions, and above four thou-

fand men. It was debated, whether they mould

give battle. The reafons on both fides were dif.

cuffed. Garcias de Sa, an old officer, commanded

filence ; Ye have all fpoken, faid he, now let us fight*

Caftro was of the fame opinion* The Portuguefe

marched out to the enemy's intrenchments, and

gained a fignal victory. After having raifed the

liege, it was neceffary to repair the citadel. They

were in want of money, and Caftro borrowed it on

his own credit.

At his return to Goa, he wiihed to give his

army the honours of a triumph after the manner

of the ancients. Fie thought that fuch honours

would ferve to revive the warlike fpirit of the Portu-

guefe, and that the pomp of the ceremony might

have a great effect on the imagination of the people*

At his entry the gates of the city were ornamented

with triumphal arches ; the ftreets were lined with

tapeflry ; the women appeared at the windows in

magnificent habits, and fcattered flowers and per-

fumes upon the conquerors ; while the people

danced to the found of mufical inftruments. The

royal ftandard was carried before the victorious fol-

diers, who marched in order. The viceroy crowned

with branches of palm rode on a fuperb car : the

generals
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generals of the enemy followed it, and after them

the foldiers that had been made prifoners. The

colours that had been taken from them, were car-

ried in proceffion reverfed and dragging on the

ground, and were followed by their artillery and

baggage. Reprefentations of the citadel they hap^

delivered, and of the battle they had gained, en-

hanced the fplendour of the fpeclacle. Verfes, fongs,

orations, firing of cannon, all concurred to render

the feftival magnificent, agreeable, and finking.

Accounts of this triumph were brought to Eu-

rope. The wits condemned it as ridiculous, the

bigots as profane. The queen of Portugal faid

upon the occafion, 'That Cajlro had conquered like a

chrijlian hero, and triumphed like a pagan one.

The vigour of the Portuguefe, which Caft.ro had

re-animated, did not long continue. Corruption

made daily advances among the citizens of every

clafs. One of the viceroys fet up boxes in the prin-

cipal towns, in which any perfon might put me-

morials and articles of intelligence. Such a method

might be very ufeful, and tend to a. reformation of

abufes in an enlightened country, where the morals

of the inhabitants were not totally fpoiled, but

among a fuperflitious and corrupt people of what

fervice could it be ?

The original conquerors of India were none of

them now in being, and their country exhaufled

by too many enterprizes and colonies was not in a

capacity to replace them. The defenders of the

Portuguefe fettlements were born in Afia ; their

opulence, the foftnefs of the climate, the manner

L 3
of
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of living, and, perhaps, the nature of the food, had

taken from them much of the intrepidity of their

forefathers. At the fame time that they gave them-

felves up to all thole exceffes which make men

hated, they had not courage enough left to make

themfelves feared. They were monfters ;
poifon,

fire, afTaffination, every fort of crime was become

familiar to them ; nor were they private perfons

only who were guilty of fuch practices ; men in of-

fice fet them the example ! They maffacred the na-

tives ; they deflroyed one another. The governor,

who was juft arrived, loaded his predeceflbr with

irons, that he might deprive him of his wealth.

The diftance of the fcene, falfe witneffes and large

bribes fecured every crime from punimment.

The ifland of Amboyna was the firft to avenge

itfelf. A Portuguefe had at a public feflival feized

upon a very "beautiful woman, and regardlefs of all

decency, had proceeded to the greater! of outrages.

One of the iflanders, named Genulio, armed his

fellow-citizens ; after which he called together the

Portuguefe, and addreffed them in the following

manner : " To revenge affronts of fo cruel a na-

" ture as thofe we have received from you, would

" require actions, not words : yet we will fpeak to

" you. You preach to us a deity, who delights,

" you fay, in generous actions ; but theft, murder,

" obfeenity, and drunkennefs, are your common

" practice i your hearts are inflamed with every

Cf vice. Our manners can never agree with yours

:

" nature forefaw this, when fhe feparated us by im-

" menfe feas, and ye have overleaped her barriers.

" This
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" This audacity, of which ye are not afhamed to B ° ° K

11 boaft, is a proof of the corruption of your *—v—J
" hearts. Take my advice ; leave to their repofe

" thefe nations that refemble you fo little ; go, fix

t{ your habitations among thofe who are as brutal as

" yourfelves; an intercourfe with you would be more

" fatal to us than all the evils which it is in the

t( power of your God to inflict upon us. We re-

" nounce your alliance for ever : your arms are fu-

sc perior to ours ; but we are more jufl than you,
(i and we do not fear you. The Itons are from this

" day your enemies ; fly from their country, and

" beware how you approach it again/'

This harangue, which thirty years before would

have brought on the deftrudtion of Amboyna, was

liftened to with a degree of patience that fully de-

monftrated what change had taken place among the

Portuguefe.

Equally detefled in every quarter, they faw a

confederacy forming to expel them from the eafl.

All the great powers of India entered into the

league, and for two or three years carried on their

preparations in fecret. The court of Lifbon was in-

formed of them ; and the reigning king Sebaftian,

who, if it had not been for his fuperftition, would

have been a great prince, difpatched Ataida and all

the Portuguefe, who had diflinguiflied themfelves

in the wars of Europe, to India.

The general opinion on their arrival was to

abandon the diftant fetilements, and affemble their

forces on the Malabar coaft, and in the neighbour-

hood of Goa. Although Ataida was of opinion

L 4 that
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that too great a number of fettlements had been

formed, he did not like the appearance of facrificing

them. Comrades, faid he, I mean topreferve all, and

Co long as I live, the enemy jhall not gain an inch of

ground. Immediately upon this he fent fuccours to

all the places that were in danger, and made the

neceffary difpofitions for defending Goa,

The Zamorin attacked Manjalor, Cochin, and

Cananor. The king of Cambaya attacked Chaul,

Daman, and Baichaim. The king of Achem laid

liege to Malacca. The king of Ternate made war

upon the Portuguefe in the Moluccas. Agalachem,

a tributary to the Mogul, imprifoned the Portu-

guefe merchants at Surat. The queen of Gareopa

endeavoured to drive them out of Onor.

Ataida, in the midft of the care and trouble

attending the fiege of Goa, fent five mips to Surat,

which obliged Agalachem to fet the Portuguefe,

whom he had feized, at liberty. Thirteen mips

were difpatched to Malacca; upon which the king

of Achem and bis allies abandoned the fiege. Be-

fides thefe, Ataida fitted out even the veffels which

were employed every year to carry tribute and mer-

chandife to LHbon. It was reprefented to him,

that inftead of depriving himfelf of the afiiftance

of men who were to go on board this fleet, he

fhould preferve them for the defence of India. We

fiall be enough without them, fa id he ; the Jlate is in

dijlrefs, and its hopes mujl not be difappointed. This

reply furpriied his opponents, and the fleet failed.

At the time when the place was nioft vigoroufly

preffed by Idalcan, Ataida fent troops to the fuc-

i cour
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conr of Cochin, and mips to Ceylon. The arch- book

bifliop, whofe authority was unlimited, interpofed '—»—

'

to prevent it. Sir, replied Ataida, you underjland

nothing of thefe affairs ; content yourfelf with recom-

mending them to the blejfing of God. The Portuguefe,

who came from Europe, exhibited prodigies of

valour during this liege. It was oftentimes with

difficulty, that Ataida could reltrain them from

throwing away their lives. Many of them would

fally out in the night, contrary to his orders, to

attack the befiegers in their lines.

The viceroy did not depend fo entirely on the

force of his arms, as to reject the affiftance of policy.

He was informed, that Idalcan was governed by one

of his miftreffes, and that fhe was in the camp with

him. Women who devote themfelves to thepleafures

of princes are generally Haves to ambition, and un-

acquainted with thofe virtues which love infpires.

The miflrefs of Idalcan fuffered herfelf to be corrup-

ted, and fold to Ataida her lover's fecrets. Idalcan

was aware of the treafon, but could not difcover the

traitor. At laft, after ten months fpent in toil and

action, his tents deftroyed, his troops diminifhed,

his elephants killed, and his cavalry unable to ferve;

this prince, overcome by the genius of Ataida,

raifed the fiege, and retreated in mame and defpair.

Ataida marched without delay to the affiftance

of Chaul, which was befieged by Nizam-al-Mu-

luck, king of Cambaya, at the head of more than

a hundred thoufand men. The defence of Chaul

had been conducted with as much intrepidity as

that of Goa. It was followed by a great victory,

which
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b o o K which Ataida, with a handful of men, obtained over—J-
—

' a numerous army, disciplined by a long liege.

Ataida, after this, marched againft the Zamo-

rin, defeated and obliged him to fign a treaty, by

which he engaged never to maintain any ihips of

war.

The Portnguefe became throughout the eaft what

they were under the immediate conduct of Ataida.

A Angle fhip, commanded by Lopez Carafco,

fought for three days fucceffively againft the whole

fleet of the king of Achem. In the middle of the

engagement word was brought to Lopez's fon, that

his father was killed : we have one brave man the

lefs, faid he ; we muji conquer, or deferve to die like

Mm, Saying this, he took the command of the

fhip, and forcing his way in triumph through the

enemy's fleet, anchored before Malacca.

Nor was courage the only virtue that revived

among the Portuguefe at this period, fo powerful

is the afcendant of a great man, even over the moll

corrupt nations. Thomas de Sofa had got as a

Have a beautiful girl, . who had not long before

been promifed to a young man that was in love

with her. Hearing of the misfortune of his mif-

trefs, he flew to throw himfelf at her feet, and par-

take of her chains. Sofa was prefent at their in-

terview; they embraced, and melted into tears.

I give you your liberty, faid the Portuguefe general;

go and live happy elfezvhere.

The management of the public money was like-

wife reformed by Ataida, who reftrained thofe

abufes, which are molt injurious to Hates, and moll

difficult
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difficult to be reftrained. But this good order, this

returning heroifm, this glorious moment, did not

furvive his adminiftration.

At the death of Sebaftian, Portugal funk into a

kind of anarchy, and' was by degrees reduced under

the dominion of Philip the Second. From this zera

the Portuguefe in India ceafed to confider themfelves

as of the fame country. Some made themfelves in-

dependent, others turned pirates, and paid no ref-

pect to any flag. Many entered into the fervice of

the princes of the country, and thefe almofl all be-

came miniflers or generals, fo great were the advan-

tages this nation flill maintained over thofe of India.

No Portuguefe purfued any other object than the

advancement of his own intereft : there was no zeal,

no union for the common good. Their pofTeffions

in India were divided into three governments, which

gave no affiftance to each other, and even clafhed in

their projects and interefts. Neither difcipline, fub-

ordination, nor the love of glory, animated either

the foldiers or the officers. Men of war no longer

ventured out of the ports, or whenever they ap-

peared were badly equipped. Manners became

more and more depraved. Not one of their com-

manders had power enough to reftrain the torrent

of vice, and the majority of thefe commanders were

themfelves corrupted. The Portuguefe at length

loft all their former greatnefs, when a free and en-

lightened nation, actuated with a proper fpirit of

toleration, appeared in India, and contended with

them for tlje empire of that country.

It
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It may be affirmed, that at the time when

Portugal firft made its difcoveries, the world

was very little acquainted with the political prin-

ciples of trade, the real power of different nates,

the advantages of conqueft, the manner of efta-

blifhing and preferving colonies, and the benefits

the mother country might derive from them.

It was a wife project to endeavour to find a

paflage by Africa to go to India, and to bring mer-

chandife. The benefits which the Venetians derived

by lefs direct roads, had juftly excited the emula-

tion of the Portuguefe ; but it was proper there

Ihould be fome limits to fo laudable an ambition.

This fmall nation becoming on a fudden miftrefs

of the richeft and molt extenfive commerce

of the globe, foon confifted of nothing elfe but

merchants, factors, and failors, who were de-

ftroyed by long voyages. Thus the Portuguefe

loll the foundation of all real power, which con-

fins in agriculture, natural induftry, and popu-

lation ; and there was confequently no proportion

between their commerce and the means of keep-

ing it up.

They carried thefe denructive meafures flill

further ; and, animated with the rage of con-

queit, extended themfelves over a vaft tract of

land, which no European nation would have

been able to preferve, without impairing its own

ftrength.

Thus this fmall country, which of itfelf was

not very populous, constantly exhaufted itfelf in

foldiers,



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

fcldiers, failors, and inhabitants, fent to fupply the

colonies.

The fpirit of religious intoleration that pre-

vailed amongft them, would not allow them to

admit into the clafs of their own citizens the

people of the eaft end of Africa, and they were

therefore obliged to be perpetually at war with

their new fubjects.

As the government foon changed its fchemes of

trade into projects of conquer! ; the nation, which

had never been guided by the true commercial

fpirit, foon afTumed that of rapine and plunder.

Time-pieces, fire-arms, fine cloths, and other

articles, which have been fince carried into In-

dia, not being then brought to that degree of

perfection they have lately acquired, the Portu-

guefe could not carry any thing there but money.

They foon grew tired of this, and took away

from the Indians by force what they had before

obtained by purchafe.

Then was to be feen throughout the kingdom

ef Portugal the utmoft profufion of riches, joined

to the molt extreme poverty. The only opulent,

perfons were thofe who had held fome employ-

ment in India ; while the hufbandman, who

found no one to affift him in his toil, and the

artifts, who were unable to procure workmen,

being foon compelled to forego their feveral oc-

cupations, were reduced to the lowed Hate of

mifery.

All thefe misfortunes had been forefeen. When
the difcovcry of India engaged the attention of

Portugal,
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book Portugal, that court flattered itfelf that the bare ap-

* »—
' pearance of its Ships in that mild climate, would

infure the poffeffion of it ; that the trade of thefe

countries would prove as inexhaultible a fource

of riches to the nation, as it had been to thofe

people who had hitherto been mailers of it } and

that by the treafure arifing from it, the State,

notwithstanding its fmall extent of territory, would

become equal in Strength and grandeur to the moSt

formidable powers. There were fome, however,

who were not milled by thefe delulive hopes. The

molt penetrating and moderate of the ministers ven-

tured to affirm, that the confequence of running in

fearch of rich minerals, and glittering merchandife,

would be an inattention to objects of real advantage,

agriculture, and manufactures ; that wars, Ship-

wrecks, epidemical difeafes, and other accidents,

would weaken the whole empire beyond recovery

;

that the State thus carried out from its center by the

impulfe of an extravagant ambition, would either

by force or art attract the fubjedts to the moSt

diltant parts of Alia; that even if the enter-

prize fucceeded, it would raife a powerful con-

federacy, which it would be impoSIible for the

crown of Portugal to defeat. Attempts were

in vain made, fome time after this, to convince

thefe difcerning men of their error, by mewing

them that the Indians were fubdued, the Moors

repulfed, and the Turks defeated ; and by ex-

hibiting the tide of wealth that flowed into Por-

tugal. Their opinions were too well grounded,

in experience to be lhaken by the report of

thefe
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thefe flattering fucceffes. They Itill infifled that B °
l

Q K

a few years would difcover the folly of pufhing *—«—

'

thefe purfuits to extremity, and that they mult

inevitably lead to a corruption of morals, and end

in ravages and univerfal confufion. Time, the

2;reat arbiter of political matters, has iince con-

irmed their predictions.

Of all the conqueits which the Portuguefe had ftefentftae

nade in India, they pofTefs none at prefent but tuguefe af-

Vlacao, Diu, andGoa; and the united importance &L

)f thefe three fettlements, in their intercourfe with

ndia and Portugal, is very inconfiderable,

Macao annually fends two veffels to Goa laden

vith China and other goods, that are rejected at

Canton ; the owners of which are generally Chi-

lefe merchants. Thefe mips bring back as much

f the fandal, Indian faffron, ginger and pepper,

s one of the frigates belonging to Goa has been

ble to procure on the fouthern coaft. The veffel

/hich trades to the north carries a part of the

argo that comes from China to Surat, where it

ikes in fome linens, and completes its lading at

)iu, which is not what it was formerly. A fhip

rrives every year from Europe, which procures

: Goa a fmall and indifferent cargo, confuting

f goods picked up from China, Guzarat, and a

w Englifh factories, and fells them at Mofam-

ique, Erafil, Angola, or the capital.

Such is the declining ftate into which the Por-

iguefe affairs in India are fallen, from that pin-

icle of glory to which they had been raifed by

the
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the bold adventurers who difcovered, and the

intrepid heroes who conquered that country.

The fcene of their glory and opulence is be-

come that of their ruin and difgrace. Their

fituation, however, is not fo defperate as it may

appear. Their remaining poffeflions are more

than fufricient to entitle them to a large fhare in

the affairs of India. But this change can only be

effected by the aids of philofophy and a fpirit

of liberty. If the Portuguefe knew their true

interefts, if their ports were declared free, and

thofe who fettled in them had their fortunes and

the liberty of confeience fecured to them ; Indians

who are now oppreffed by their government,

and Europeans who are injured by their mo-

nopolizing companies, would refort to their fet-

tlements in great numbers, and their flag, which

has long been defpifed, would again become re-

fpedtable. Their power cannot, however, be

equal to that of the Dutch, a perfevering and

confiderate people, whofe enterprizes we now

proceed to relate.

BOOK
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B O O K II.

The fettlements, wars, policy, and trade of

the Dutch in the Ea/l-Indies.

r
jf"^H E republic of Holland has, from its book
JL firft rife, been an object of univerfal ad- *—^—->

miration, and cannot fail to engage the curiofity

and attention of the remoteft pofterity. Its inha-

bitants have on all occafions diftinguifhed them-

felves by their induftry and enterprizing genius ;

but are particularly celebrated for their know-

ledge of maritime affairs, and their expeditions

to the continent of India. Before we attend

them in their progrefs to thefe opulent and ex-

tenfive regions, let us trace their hiftory to its

earlieft sera. Such a retrofpect is peculiarly pro-

per in a work of this nature, as it will compre-

hend at one glance, all thofe characteristic marks

by which the genius of a nation is diftinguifhed.

It is necefiary that a reader who reflects may be

enabled to judge of himfelf, if the original Hate

of this nation were fuch as afforded a prefage of

its future power ; and whether the heroic af-

fociates of Civilis, who defied the Roman power,

did not transfufe their fpirit into thofe brave re-

publicans, who, under the aufpices of Naflan,

Vol. M oppofed



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
oppofed the dark and odious tyranny of Philip the

Second.

Ancient re- It is a fact eftablifhed by the beft hiftorical
volutions in ... . i« i

HoJknd. authority, that in the century preceding the

chriilian sera, the Battle, diiiatisfied with their

(ituation in HeiTe, fettled upon the ifland formed

by the Naal and the Rhine ; which was marfhy,

and had few or no inhabitants. They gave

the name of Batavia to their new country. Their

government was a mixture of monarchy, arifto-

^cracy, and democracy. Their chief was, pro-

perly fpeaking, nothing more than a principal

citizen, whofe office was rather to advife than to

command. The principal men who exercifed ju-

rifdiction, and commanded the troops in their re-

fpedtive diftri&s, were chofen, as well as the kings,

in a general aflembly. A hundred perfons, feledted

from among the people, prefided over every country,

and adted as chiefs in the different hamlets. The

whole nation was, in fome meafure, an army always

in readinefs. Each family compofed a body of mili-

tia, which ferved under a captain of its own chufing.

Such was the ftate of Batavia when Caviar

palled the Alps. This Roman general defeated

the Helvetians, feveral tribes of the Gauls, the

Belgas and Germans, who- had croffed the Rhine,

and extended his conquefts beyond that river. In

confequence of this expedition, the boldnefs and

fuccefs of which were equally aftonifhing, the pro-

tection of the conqueror was courted on all fides.

Some writers, too zealous for the honour of

their country, affirm that the Batavians entered

into
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into an alliance with Rome : but the truth is, they

fubmitted, on condition that they mould be go-

verned by their own laws, pay no tribute, and be

obliged only to perform military fervices.

Cjesar foon diflinguimed the Batavians from

the other nations that were fubdued by the

Romans. This conqueror of the Gauls, when

by Pompey's influence he was recalled to Rome,

and' refufed to obey the fenate's orders ; when

relying on the abfolute authority which his con-

duct had at length given him over the legions

and auxiliaries, he attacked his enemies in Spain,

Italy, and Afia : at this juncture, fenfible that

the Batavians had a principal mare in his vic-

tories, he gave them the glorious appellation of

the friends and brethren of the Roman people.

After this, irritated by the unjuft proceedings

of certain governors, they obeyed the dictates of

that noble impulfe, fo becoming men of fpirit, which

prompts them to take arms to revenge an infult.

They mewed themfelves as formidable enemies, as

they were faithful allies; but thefe troubles fubfid-

ing, the Batavians were pacified, but not fubdued.

When Rome, after having rifen to a pitch

of greatnefs unknown before, and which has

never fince been equalled by any ftate, no longer

retained thofe manly virtues and ftricl: principles

which were the ground-work of that noble fuper-

ftrucr.ure ; when her laws had loft their force,

her armies their difcipline, and her citizens the

love of their country : the barbarians, who by the

terror of the Roman name had been driven to

M 2 the
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K ^ie nortn * where they had been confined by force to

^

—

v 1 rcma inj poured like a torrent into the fouthern conn-

tries. The empire was torn in pieces, and the fineft

provinces became a prey to thofe whom the Romans

had always either degraded or opprefTed. The

Franks, in particular, feized upon the countries be-

longing to the Gauls; and Batavia became a part! of

that extenfive and famous kingdom, which was

founded by thefe conquerors in the fifth century.

The new monarchy experienced thofe incon-

veniences which are almoft infeparable from riling

Hates ; and are indeed too frequently felt in tha<-

beil eftablimcd governments. It was fometimes

under the dominion of a fingle perfon ; and at

others was fubject to the caprice of a number of

tyrants. It was conftantly engaged either in fo-

reign wars, or expofed to the rage of intefline

diffentions. Sometimes it made the neighbour-

ing ftates tremble for their fafcty ; but much

more frequently mfrercd from the incurfions of

the northern people who ravaged its provinces.

It was equally the victim of the weaknefs of fe-

veral of its princes, and of the unbounded am-

bition of their favourites and minifters. The

overbearing fpirit of the pontiffs undermined

the power of the throne, and their infolence

brought both the laws and religion into difgrace.

Anarchy and tyranny followed each other fo clofe,

that the molt fanguine defpaired of ever feeing

affairs put upon a tolerable footing. The glo-

rious asra of Charlemagne's government was only

a tranfient gleam of light. As his great action

were
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were the efTecl: of his genius, and not in the leaft B °
n
° K

owing to the influence of any good inftitutions ;
*—*—

'

after his death, affairs returned to that flate of con-

fufion from which they had been retrieved by his fa-

ther Pepin, and more particularly by his own endea-

vours. The French monarchy, the limits of which

he had extended too far, was divided. Germany, to

which the Rhine ferved as a natural barrier, fell to

thefhare of one of his grandfons : and, by an unac-

countable arrangement, Batavia, to which the Nor-

mans in their excurfions had a little before given the

name of Holland, was included in that allotment.

In the beginning of the tenth century, the Ger-

man branch of the Carlovinians became extind:.

As the other princes of France had neither courage

nor power to aflert their rights, the Germans

eafily difengaged themfelves from a foreign yoke.

Thofe of the nation, who, by virtue of a delegated

power from the monarch, governed the five circles

of which the flate was compofed, chofe a chief out

of their own body. This chief, fearing left thefe

powerful men might be tempted to throw off their

dependence, if any feverer conditions were re-

quired of them, contented himfelf with their fide-

lity and homage, and exacted only fuch fervices as

they were obliged to by the feudal laws.

At this memorable juncture, the counts of

Holland, who, as well as the reft of the provincial

chiefs, had hitherto exercifed a precarious and de-

pendent authority, obtained the fame rights as the

other great vaffals of Germany : and as they after-

M 3 wards
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wards enlarged their territories by conqueft, mar-

riages, and grants from the emperors, they in time

became totally independent of the empire. They

were not equally fuccefsful in their unjuft attempts

againfl the public liberty. Their fubjects were not

to be intimidated by force, cajoled by flattery, or

corrupted by profuiion. War and peace, taxes,

laws, and treaties were managed by the three

united powers of the count, the nobles, and the

towns. The republican fpirit Hill prevailed in

the nation, when by fome extraordinary events it

fell under the dominion of the houfe of Burgundy,

whofe former power, though before confiderable,

was greatly flrengthened by this union.

Those who had the fagacity to invefligate pro-

babilities, forefaw* that this ftate, which was formed

as it were by the gradual accretion of many others,

Would one day be of great weight in the political

fyftem of Europe. The genius of its inhabitants,

its advantageous iituation, and its real ftrength,

afforded molt, a certain profpecT: of its future

greatnefs. Thefe projects and expectations, which

were juft ripening into realities, were difappointed

by an event, which, though it happens every day,

never fails to" baffle the defigns of ambition. The

male line in that houfe became extinct ; and Mary,

who was fole heirefs to its dominions, by her mar-

riage in 1477, transferred to the houfe of Auftria

the. advantages that had been gained by feveral fuc-

cefsful ftruggles, a great number of intrigues, and

fome ads of injuftice*

3 Ax
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At this asra, fo famous in hiftory, each of the B
n
° K

feventeen provinces of the low countries had par- ! r**.

ticular laws, extenfive privileges, and almolt a di*

tinft government. The excellent principle of

union which equally contributes to the welfare and

fecurity both bf empires and republics, was uni-

verfally difregarded. The people having been,

from time immemorial, accuftomed to this Hate of

confufion, had no idea that it was poflible to enjoy

a more rational form of government. This preju-

dice was of fo long a {landing, fo generally adopt*

ed, and fo firmly eftablifhed, that Maximilian,

Philip and Charles, the three Auftrian princes who

firft inherited the dominions of the houfe of Bur-

gundy, thought it prudent not to attempt any in-

novation. They flattered themfelves, that fome

happier conjuncture might enable their fucceffors

to execute with fafety, a plan, which they could

not even attempt without danger.

At this time a great change was preparing in the Rife of the

• /» -r-% mi • 1 c 1
republic of

minds of men in Europe. The revival or letters, Holland.

the extenfion of commerce, the invention of print-

ing, and the difcovery of the compafs, brought on

the aera when human reafon was to lhake off the

yoke of fome of thofe prejudices which had gained

ground in the barbarous ages.

The intelligent part of the world were for the

moft.part cured of theRomim fuperftitions. They

were difgufted at the abufe the popes made of

their authority ; the contributions they raifed upon

the people; the fale of indulgences; and more

particularly at thofe abfurd refinements with

M 4 which
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° K which they had difguifed the plain religion of Jefus—*—

' Chrift.

But thefe difcerning people were not the firft who

attempted a revolution. This honour was referved

for a turbulent monk, whofe barbarous eloquence

rouzed the northern nations. The molt enlightened

men of the age contributed to undeceive the reft.

Some of the European princes embraced the reform-

ed religion; others held communion with the church

of Rome, The former found no difficulty in bring-

ing over their fubjects to their opinions ; while the

latter had much difficulty to prevent theirs from em-

bracing the new doctrines. They had recourfe to a

variety of meafures, which were too often purfued

with rigour. That fpirit of fanaticifm, which had

deftroyed the Saxons, the Albigenfes, and the Huf-

fites, was revived. Gibbets were erected and fires kin-

dled anew, to check the progrefs of the new doctrine.

No fovereign was fo ready to make ufe of thefe

expedients as Philip II. His tyranny was felt in

every part of his extenfive monarchy ; and his zeal

for his religion prompted him to perfecute all

thofe who fell under the denomination of heretics

or infidels. Defigns were formed to deprive the

inhabitants of the low countries of their privi-

leges ; and millions of citizens were condemned

to the fcaffold. The people revolted": and the

fame fcene was renewed which the Venetians had

mewn the world many centuries before, when fly-

ing from oppreffion, and finding no retreat upon

land, they fought an afylum upon the waters.

Seven fmall provinces lying on the northern fide of

Brabant
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Brabant and Flanders, which were rather overflowed B ° ° K

than watered by large rivers, and often covered by v—«—-'

the Tea, whole violence was with difficulty retrained

by dikes ; having no wealth but what accrued from

a few paflure lands, and a little fifliing ; formed

one of the richeft and molt powerful republics in

the world ; and which may, perhaps, be coniider-

ed as the model of commercial ftates. The firft ef-

forts of this united people had not the defired fuc-

cefs ; but though they were frequently defeated,

they ended with vi&ories. The Spanifh troops they

had to encounter, were the belt in Europe, and at

firlt gained feveral advantages. But by degrees the

new republicans recovered their loffes. They re-

filled with firmnefs ; and gaining experience from

their own mifcarriages, as well as from the example

of their enemies, they at length became their fu-

periors in the art of war : and the neceffity they lay

under of difputing every inch of ground in fo con-

fined a country as Holland, gave them opportuni-

ties of improving the art of fortifying a country or

a town in the bell manner.

The weak ftate of Holland, at its firft rife,

obliged it to feek for arms and affiftance from

every quarter where there was any profpedt of ob-

taining them. It granted an afylum to pirates

of all nations, with a view of employing them

aguinft the Spaniards ; and this was the founda-

tion of their naval ftrength. Wife laws, an

admirable order, a conilitution which preferved

equality among mankind, an excellent police and

1 fpirit of toleration, focn erected this republic

ints»
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b 00K into a powerful ftate. In the year 1590, the Hol-

landers more than once humbled the pride of the

Spaniih flag. They had already eftablifhed a kind

of trade, the moft fuitable that could be to their

fituation. Their veflels were employed, as they are

{till, in carrying the merchandife of one nation to

another. The Hanfe Towns, and ibme towns in

Italy, were in poflemon of thefe tranfports : and the

Hollanders, in competition with them, by their

frugality foon gained the advantage. Their mips

of war protected their merchantmen. Their mer-

chants grew ambitious of extending their commerce,

and got the trade of Lifbon into their hands, where

they purchafed Indian goods, which they fold again

to all the ftates of Europe,

Philip II. having made himfelf matter of Por-

tugal, enjoined his new fubje&s in 1594? to hold

no correfpondence with his enemies. This arbi-

trary prince did not forefee that this prohibition,

which he thought muft weaken the Hollanders,

would in fact render them more formidable. Had

not thefe difcerning navigators been excluded from

a port, upon which the whole fuccefs of their

naval enterprifes depended, there is reafon to be-

lieve that they would have contented themfelves

with the large commerce they carried on in the

European feas, without thinking of failing to re-

moter climates. But as it was impoffible to pre-

serve their trade without the productions of the eaft,

they were forced to go beyond a fphere which

was, perhaps, too confined for. a fituation like

theirs;
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theirs •, and refolved to feek their riches at the foun-

tain head.

It appeared to be the bcft plan to fit out fliips, J y

e

age

r

s

ft

of

and fend them to India : but the Hollanders want- £^j52T
ed pilots who were acquainted with the feas, and duu

factors who underftood the commerce of Afia.

They, were alarmed at the danger of making long

voyages, where the enemy was mafter of the coafts,

and of having their veflels intercepted during a paf-

fage of fix thoufand leagues. It was judged more

advifeable to attempt the difcovery of a paflage

to China and Japan through the northern feas,

which would be fhorter, as well- -as more whole-

fome and fecure. The Englim had made the at-

tempt in vain ; and the Hollanders renewed it with

no better fuccefs.

While they were engaged in this enterprife,

Cornelius Houtman, a merchant of that nation, a

man of a penetrating and daring genius, being de-

tained at Lifbon for debt, gave the merchants at

Amsterdam to underftand, that if they would pro-

cure his enlargement, he would communicate to

them many difcoveries he had made, which might

turn to their advantage. He had in fa£t informed

himfelf of every particular relating to the paflage

to India, and the manner of carrying on trade in

thofe parts. His propofals were accepted, and his

debts difcharged. The information he gave prov-

ing anfwerable to the expectations he had raifed,

thofe who had releafed him from his confinement,

formed an aflbciation under the name of the Com-

pany of diftaAt Counties, and gave him the com-

mand
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mand of four veffels to conduct them to India by

the cape of Good Hope.

The principal object of this voyage was to obferve

the coafts, the inhabitants and the trade of different

places, avoiding, as much as poffible, the Portu-

guefe fettlements. Houtman reconnoitred the coafls

of Africa and Brazil; made fome ftay atMadagafcar,

touched at the Maldives, and vifited the iilands of

Sunda : where finding the country abounding in pep-

per, he bought a quantity of it, together with fome

others of the moll: valuable fpices. His prudence

procured him an alliance with the principal fovc-

reignof Java; but the Portuguefe, notwithffcmding

they were hated, and had no fettlement upon the

ifland, created him fome enemies. Having got the

better in fome ikirmiihes he was unavoidably enga-

ged in, he returned with his fmall fquadron to Hol-

land; where, though he brought little wealth, he

railed much expectation. He brought awayfome ne-

groes, Chinefe, and inhabitants of Malabar, a young

native of Malacca, a Japanefe, and Abdul, a pilot

of the Guzarat, a man of great abilities, and per-

fectly well acquainted with the coaft of India.

The account given by Houtman, and the dif-

,

coveries made in the courfe of the voyage, en-

couraged the merchants of Amfterdam to form'

the plan of a fettlement at Java, which, at the

fame time that it would throw the trade of pep-

per into their hands, place them near the tflands

that produce more valuable fpices, and facilitate

their communication with China and Japan, would

fix them at a diftance from the center of that Eu-

ropean,
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ropean power, which they had the moft reafon to B ° ° K

dread in India. Admiral Van Neck, who was fent
v—d—

'

upon this important expedition with eight veffels,

arrived at the ifland of Java, where he found the

inhabitants prejudiced againft his nation. They

fought and negociated by turns. Abdul the pilot,

the Chinefe, and above all, the hatred that prevailed

againft the Portuguefe, proved of fervice to the

Dutch. They were permitted to trade, and, in a

fhort time, fitted out four veffels laden with fpices

and fome linens. The admiral, with the reft of

his fleet failed to the Moluccas, where he learnt

that the natives of the country had forced the Por-

tuguefe to abandon fome places, and that they only

waited for a favourable opportunity of expelling

them from the reft. He' eftablifhed factories in

feveral of thefe iflands, entered into treaty with

fome of the fovereigns, and returned to Europe

laden with riches.

It is impoflible to defcribe the joy that prevailed

at his return. The fuccefs of his voyage raifed a

frefh emulation. Societies were formed in moft

of the maritime and trading towns in the low coun-

tries. Thefe affbeiations foon became fo numerous,

that they injured each other ; as the rage of pur-

chafing raifed the value of commodities to an ex-

orbitant degree in India, and the neceffity of felling

them made them bear a low price in Europe.

They were on the point of being ruined by their

own efforts, and by the want of power in each of '

them to refifta formidable enemy, fully bent upon

their definition, when the government, which is

fome-
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fometknes wifer than individuals, opportunely

flepped in to their affiftance.

In 1602 the ftates general united thefe different

pany"
' focieties into one body, to which they gave the

name of the Eaft India Company. It was inveiled

with authority to make peace or war with the

ealtern princes, to erect forts, chufe their own go-

vernors, maintain garrifons, and to nominate offi-

cers for the conduct of the police, and the admi-

niitratioii of juftice.

Tins company, which had no parallel in antiqui-

ty, and was the pattern of all fucceeding focieties

of the fame kind, fet out with great advantages.

The private affociations which had been previ-

ously formed, proved of fervice to it by their mis-

fortunes, arid even by their miitakes. The great

number of veflels which
1

they fitted out had con-

tributed to make all the branches of trade perfect-

ly underftood ; to form many officers and feamen ;

and to encourage citizens of repute to undertake

thefe foreign expeditions ; perfons only of no efti-

mation or fortune having been expofed in the firft

voyages.

So many united affiitances could not fail of

being improved to advantage, when profecuted

with vigour ; and, accordingly, the new company

foon acquired a confiderable degree of power. It
1

was a new itate, erected within the flate itfelf,

which enriched it, and increafed its itrength abroad;

but might, in time, weaken the influence of the

demQcratical principle, which infpires the love oil

equalit)
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equality and ceconomy, of the laws, and of onc*s book
own countrymen. c-»v—J
Soon after its eftablifhment, the company fitted

3ut for India fourteen fhips and fome yachts, qrtgk>

3er the command of Admiral Warwick, whom
he Hollanders look upon as the founder of their

:ommerce, and of their powerful colonies in the

;aft. He built a factory in the ifland of Java, and

ecured it by fortifications ; he likewife built ano-

her in the territories of the king of Johor ; and

brmed alliances with feveral princes in Ben-

gal. He had frequent engagements with the Por-

uguefe, in which he had almoft always the advan-

age. In thofe parts where the Portuguefe had

ippeared in the character of merchants only, he

bund it neceffary to remove the prejudices they

lad raifed againft his countrymen, whom they had

eprefented as a fet of banditti, avowed enemies to

ill regal authority, and addicted to all manner of

'ice. The behaviour of the Hollanders and the

Portuguefe fpeedily convinced the people of Alia

vhich of thefe nations had the advantage in point

)f manners. A bloody war foon enfued between

hefe two powers.

The Portuguefe had on their fide the advantage Wars of the

if a thorough knowledge of thefe feas ; they were and Kr2-

iccuftomed to the climate, and had the afliftance
sucfe*

)f feveral nations, which, though they hated

hem, were compelled through fear to fight for

heir oppreffors. The Hollanders were animated

>y the critical fituation of their affairs ; by the

lopes pf procuring an abfolute and lafting inde-

pendency,
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pendency, which at prefent they could not boaft

of ; by the ambition of eflablifhi.ng a vail com-

merce upon the ruins of that of their old matters;

and by the hatred which a difference in religious

opinions had rendered implacable. Thefe paf-

fions, at the fame time that they infpired all the

activity, flrength, and perfeverance necefTary for

the execution of great defigns, did not hinder them

from taking their meafures with precaution.

Their humanity and honefty attached the people

to their caufe ; . and many of them foon declared

againft their ancient oppreflbrs.

The Hollanders were continually fending over

frefh colonifts, mips, and troops, while the Por-

tuguefe were left without any forces but their

own. Spain did not fend them any fleets of mer-

chantmen, or grant them the protection of the

fquadron which had hitherto been kept in India

;

ihe neither repaired their places of ftrength, or

renewed their garrifons. It Ihould feem that ihe

wanted to humble her new fubje&s, whom Ihe

thought not fo fubmiflive as might be wiihed, and

to perpetuate her authority by expofing them to

repeated loffes. She proceeded flill further ; and

to prevent Portugal from having any refources in

itfelf, me feized upon its inhabitants, and fent

-them to Italy, Flanders, and other countries where

ihe was at war. *

Notwithstanding this, the fcale continued

even for a long time, and the fuccefs was vari-
s

ous on both fides. Nor is this in the lead fur*

prizing. The Portuguefe, on their arrival in

i India,



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

India, had nothing to encounter at Tea but a few

weak veffels, ill built, ill armed, and ill defended ;

nothing by land but effeminate men, voluptuous

princes, and daitardly Haves : whereas thole who

came to wreft the fceptre of Afia out of their hands*

had veffels to board of the fame conftrucliion as

their own; regular fortreffes to affault* and Euro-

peans to conquer and fubdue, Who were grown

haughty by a long feries of victories, and by being

the founders of an immenfe empire.

The time was now come, when the Portuguefe

were to expiate their perfidy, their robberies, and

their cruelties : and the prediction of one of the

kings of Perfia was fulfilled, who afking an ambaf-

fador juft arrived at Goa, how many governors his

mailer had beheaded fince the eftablimment of his

power in India ; received for anfwer, None at all. So

much the worfe, replied the monarch ; his authority

cannot he of long duration in a country where fo many

a bis of outrage and barbarity are committed.

It does not, however, appear, in the courfe of

this war, that the Hollanders poifefTed that daring

rafhnefs, that unfhaken intrepidity* which had

marked the enterprizes of the Portuguefe ; but

there was a confiftency and unremitting perfever-

ance obfervable in all their defigns* Often repulfed*

but never difcouraged, they renewed their attack

with freih vigour, and on a better plan. They

never expofed themfelves to the danger of a total

defeat. If, in any engagement, their fhips had

fuffered, they fheered off; and as they never loft

fight of their commercial intereft. the vanquifned

Vol. I. N fleet,
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fleet, while it was repairing on the coafts belonging

to fome of the Indian princes, purchafed merchan-

dife, and returned to Holland. By this method

the company acquired a new fund, which enabled

them to undertake frelh enterprizes. If the Hol-

landers did not always perform great actions,

thev never attempted ufelefs ones. They had nei-

ther the pride nor the vain glory of the Portu-

guefe, who had frequently engaged in war rather

perhaps through the love of fame than of power.

The Hollanders fteadily purfued their firft plan,

without fuffering themfelves to be diverted from it

either by motives of revenge, or projects of con-

queft.

In the year 1607, they endeavoured to open a

communication with the ports belonging to the

vaft empire of China, which, at that time, wa>.

cautious of admitting ftrangers. The Portuguefc

found means, by bribery, and the intrigues of

their miflionaries, to get the Hollanders exclude

ed. They refolved to extort by force what they

could not obtain by treaty, and determined to

intercept the veflels belonging to the Chinefe,

This piratical proceeding did not anfwer their ex-

pectations. A Portuguefe fleet failed from Macao

to attack the pirates who thought proper to retire.

The inequality of their numbers, the impoflibility

of refitting in feas where they had no fhelter, and

the fear of difgracing their nation in the eyes of a

great empire, whofe good opinion it was their iff*

tereft to preferve; all thefe confiderations deter-

mined
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mined them to decline the fight 1 but this was

only for a fhort time.

Some years after the Hollanders laid {lege to a

place, the importance of which they had become:

acquainted with. The enterprize did not fucceed;

but as they never loft any advantage that could be

gained by their armaments, they fertt that which

they had employed againft Macao to form a colony

in the Pifcadore-ifles. Thefe are rocks where no

water is to be had in dry feafons, and no pfovifions

at any time. Thefe inconveniencies were not

counterbalanced by any folid advantages^ becaufe:

the people of the neighbouring continent were for-

bidden, on the fevereft penalties^ to hold any eor-

refpondence with flrangers who might become

dangerous fo near the Coafts* The Hollanders

had determined to abandon a fettlement which,

they defpaired of making ufeful, when, in the

year 1624, they were invited to fix at Formofa, and

had afTurances given them that the Ghinefe mer-

chants would be allowed full liberty to go there

and trade with them.

This iiland, though it lies oppofke to the The Hoi-

province of Fokien, at the diftance of only thirty a fetticmeat

leagues from the coail, was not fubjecl: to the

dominion of the Chinefe, whofe genius does not

incline them to conqueft, and who, through an

inhuman and ill-judged policy, would rather fuf-

fer a dccreafe of population, than tranfplant their

fupernumerary fubjecls to the neighbouring coun-

tries. Formofa was found to be a hundred and

thirty or forty leagues in circumference. Its inha-

N 2 bitants,
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bitants, if we may judge from their manners and

their appearance, fc'emed to be defcended from the

Tartars in the molt northern part of Alia : and

probably found their way through the country of

Corea. .They lived chiefly by hilling and hunting,

and fcarce wore any covering.

. The Hollanders, having without difficulty in-

formed themfelves of every particular that pru-

dence fuggefted, thought it molt advifeable to

fix their fettlement on a fmall ifland. that lay

contiguous to the larger one. This fituation af-

forded them three confiderable advantages j they

could ^eafily defend themfelves if hatred or jea-

loufy mould .incline their neighbours to give them

any diflurbance ; the two iflands afforded them a

harbour, and they might carry on a fafe commu-

nication with China during the monfoons, which

they could not have done in any other pofition

they could have chofen.

. The new colony infeniibly gained ftrength

without attracting any notice, 'till it rofe at once to

a degree of confequence that aitonilhed all Alia.

This unexpected profperity was owing to the con-

queft of China by the Tartars. Thus it is that

torrents enrich the vallies with the ftores they car-

ry-down from the defolated mountains. Above a

hundred thoufand Chinefe, whorefolved not to fub-

mit to the conqueror, fled for refuge to Formofa.

They carried with them that activity which is pe-

culiar to their character, the manner of cultivating

lice and fugar, and were the means of drawing thi-

ther from their own nation an infinite number of

3 veffcls.
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veflels. In a fhort time the ifland became the B °
TT
° K

centre of all the correfpondence that, was carried on

between Java, Siam, the Philippine iflands, China,

Japan, and the reft of thofe countries j and in a few

years was confidered as the fir ft mart in India.

The Hollanders flattered themfelves with the prof-

peel: of ftill greater advantages ; but fortune de-

ceived their expectations.

A Chinese, called Equam, of obfeure birth,

whofe turbulent difpofition had made him turn

pirate, had attained, by the greatnefs of his ta-

lents, to the rank of high-admiral. He defended

his country againft the Tartars for a confiderable

time, but feeing his mailer obliged to fubmit,

he endeavoured to make terms for himfelf with

tlie conquerors. He was decoyed to Pekin, where

be was feized, and condemned by the ufurper to

perpetual imprifonment, in which he is fuppofed

to have died of poifon. Coxinga faved himfelf

bn board his father's fleet, vowed eternal enmity

to the opprefTors of his family and country, and

concluded that he mould be able to take the fe-

vered: revenge upon them, if he made himfelf

mailer of Formofa. He made a defcent upon it,

and the miniller Hambroeck was taken prifoner in

the attack.

Hambroeck, being appointed with fome other

prifoners to be fent to the fort of Zealand to

prevail with his countrymen to capitulate, called

to mind the example of Regulus ; he exhorted

them to be firm, and ufed every argument to

perfuade them, that if they flrenuoufly perfevered,

N 3 they
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they would oblige the enemy to retire. The

garrifon being aware that this generous man

would, on his return to the camp, fall a facrifice

to his magnanimity, ufed their utmoft efforts to

detain him. Their remonftrances were feconded

by the tenderer!: folicitations of two of his daugh-

ters, who were in the citadel. His anfwer was,

I have pledged ray honour to return to my confinement ;

I hold my/elf obliged to perform my promife. My me-

mory jhall never be fidlkd zvith the reproach, that

out of regard
1

to my own fafety I zyas the caufe of

feverer treatment, or perhaps of death, to the compa*

nions of my misfortune. After this heroic fpeech he

cajmly returned tq the £hinefe camp, and the fiege

began,

Notwithstanding the fortifications were in

a bad pondition, and the fort ill ftored with am*

munition arid provifions ; notwith {landing the

garrifon was weak, and the fuccours fent to at-s

tack the enemy had retreated with difgrace,

Coyet the governor made an obftinatp defence*

In the beginning of the year 1662, being forced

to capitulate, he repaired to Batavia, where his

fuperiors had recourfe to thofe iniquitous ftate-

intrigues which are frequently pra&ifed in all

governments. They call reflections upon his

conduct, to prevent any fufpicion that the lofs.of

fo important a fettlement was owing to their own

folly, or negligence. The attempts made to

recover it, proved unfuccefsfiil ; and the Hol-

landers were at laft reduced to the neceflity of

carrying on a trade with Canton on the fame con-,

ditionsj
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ditions, and under the fame reftriclions as other

nations.

It may appear fomewhat lingular, that finee the

year 1683, when Formofa fell under the dominion

of China, no Europeans have ever attempted to

form any fettlement there, upon the fame condi-

tions at leaft, as that of the Portuguefe at Macao.

But befides that the fufpicious temper of the na-

tion to whom that ifland belongs, gives no room

to expect fuch an indulgence from them, one may

venture to pronounce that fuch an enterprife would

be a bad one. Formofa was a place of importance

only fo long as the Japanefe had a communication

with it, and its produce was allowed a free impor-

tation into Japan.

The Hollanders feemed to be for ever excluded

from this empire. After fome unfuccefsful at-

tempts, they began to defpair of getting any foot-

ing there ; when one of their captains, who was

thrown upon the coafts of Japan by a ftorm in

1609, informed them that the people were favour-

ably difpofed towards them.

About a century before this, the government Trade of the

of Japan had been changed. A magnanimous
to japan.™

people had been made furious by a tyrant. Tay-

cofama, who from a foldier became a general,

and from a general an emperor, had ufurped the

whole, power, and abolifhed all the rights of the

people. Having {tripped the Dairo of the little

remains of his authority, he had reduced all the

petty princes of the country under his fubjection.

Tyranny is arrived at its height when it eftabljfhes

N 4 defpotifm .
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defpotifm by law. Taycofama went (till further,

and confirmed it by fanguinary laws. His civil

legislation was actually a code of criminal profecu-?

tions, exhibiting nothing but fcaffolds, punish-

ments, criminals, and executioners.

The Japanefe, alarmed at this profpect ©f Sla-

very, had recourfe to arms. Torrents of blood

were Shed throughout the empire : and though

liberty might be fuppofed to be fuperior in cou*>

rage to tyranny, the latter triumphed over it.

Tyranny became {till more ferocious, when ani-

mated by the fpirit of revenge. An inquisition,

public as well as private, difmayed the citizens

;

they became fpies, informers, accufers, and ene-?

mies to each other, An error in the adminiStra-

tion of the police was conftrued into a crime

againft the State ; and an unguarded expreflion was

made high-treafon. Profecution aflumed the cha-

racter of legislation, Three fucceffive generations

were doomed to welter in their own blood ; and

rebel parents gave birth to a profcribed posterity.

During a whole century, Japan refembled a

dungeon filled with criminals, or a place of exe-

cution, The throne, which was raifed upon the"

ruins of the altar, was furrounded with gibbets,

The iubjects were become as cruel as their ty-

rant. They fought, with a Strange avidity, to

procure death, by committing crimes which were

readily Suggested under a defpotic government.

For want of executioners, they puniihed them-

felves for the lofs of liberty, or revenged them-

felves of tyranny, by putting an end to their own

exiftence.
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exiftence. To enable them to face death, and to

affift them in fuffering it, they derived new cou-

rage from chriftianity, which the Portuguefe had

introduced amongft them.

The oppreffions the Japanefe laboured under

afforded an opportunity for the profeffors of this

new worfhip to make numerous profelytes. The

mimonaries who preached a fuffering religion, were

liftened to with attention. In vain did the dodtrine

of Confucius try to gain reception among a people

who bordered upon China. Some erroneous tenets of

chriftianity, whichbore a conliderable affinity tothofe

of the Budzoifls, and the penances equally enjoined

by the two fyftems, procured the Portuguefe miffio-

naries feveral profelytes. But fetting afide this refem-

blance, the Japanefe would have chofen to embrace

chriftianity merely from a motive- of hatred to the

prince.

If the new religion was difcountenanced at court,

it could not fail to meet with a favourable reception in

the families of the dethroned princes. It added frefli

fuel to their refentment: they were fond of a ftrange

God whom the tyrant did not love. Taycofama ruled

with a rod of iron, and perfecuted the chriftians as

enemies to the ftate. He profcribed the doctrines im-

ported from Europe, and this profcription made them

ftrike the deeper root. Piles were kindled, and mil-

lions of victims threw themfelves into the flames.

The emperors of Japan tranfeendedthofe ofRome in

theart of perfecuting the chriftians. Duringthefpace

of forty years the fcaffolds were ftained with the in-

pocent blood of martyrs. This proved the feed of

chriftianity,
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book chriflianity, and of fedition alfo. Near forty thou-

*—*—
' fand chriftians in the kingdom or province of Da-

rima took up arms in the name, and for the name

of Chrift \ and defended themfelves with fuch fury,

that not a fingle perfon furvived the ilaughter oc-

caiioned by perfec.ution.

The navigation, trade, and factories of the Por-

tuguefe were preferveq
1

during this great criiis. The

court and people had, however, for a long time, been

jealous of them; they had incurred the fufpicion of

government by their ambition, their intrigues, and

perhapsby theirfecretconfpiracies; andhad rendered

themfelves odious to the people by their avarice, their

pride, and their treachery. But as the merchahdife

they brought wasgrown into fafhion, and could not be

procuredby any other channel, they were not excluded

from Japan till the end of the year 1638 ; when other

merchants were in a fituaticm to fupply their place.

The Hollanders, who had, for fome time, en-

tered into competition with them, were not in-

volved in the difgrace, As thefe republicans had

never fliewn themfelves ambitious of interfering

with the government ; as they had iufTered their

artillery to be employed againft the chriflians ; as

they were at war with the profcribed nations ; as

their flrength was not thoroughly known, and they

appeared to be referved, pliant, modeft, and en-

tirely devoted to commerce ; they were tolerated,

though at the fame time they were fubjected to

great reftraints. Three years after, whether it was

that the fpirit of intrigue and dominion feized

them, or, which is more probable, that no conduct

whatever
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whatever could prevent the Japanele from har-

bouring fufpicions, they were deprived of the

liberty and the privileges they enjoyed.

Ever fince the year 1641, they have been con-

fined to the artificial ifland of Difnia, raifed in the

harbour of Nangafaque, and which has a commu-

nication with the city bridge. As foon as they

arrive, their Ihips are ftripped, and their powder,

mufkets, fwords, guns, and even rudder, carried

amore. In this kind of imprifonment they are

treated with a degree of contempt which is beyond

conception ; and can tranfadt no bufinefs but with

commiffaries appointed to regulate the price and

the quantity of their merchandife. It is impomble

that the tamenefs with which they have endured

this treatment more than a century, ihould not

have leffened them in the eyes of the nation who

js.witpcib of it ; and that the love of gain mould

have produced fuch an extreme infeniibility %o in-

fults, without tarniihing their character.

The chief commodities which the Dutch carry

to Japan are European cloths, iilks, fpices, printed

linens, fugar, and wood for dying. Thefe articles

were formerly of considerable importance. In the

very year of the company's dilgrace, its returns

amounted to iixteen millions * ; but the ftiackles,

which from time to time have been impofed upon

it, have gradually reduced their once flourifhing

trade to nothing. The cargo of the two veffels they

fend annually, cannot be fold for more than a mil-

lion -f. They receive in payment eleven thoufand

chefts of copper, at forty-one livres four fols J per
* 700,0001. f 43,7501. I tl. i6t. od, \.

chefl,
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chefl, which weighs one hundred and twenty

pounds. Their expences, including prefents and

the charge of the embaffy they fend every year to

the emperor, generally amount to two hundred and

eighty thoufand livres *, and their profits do not

exceed three hundred and ten thoufand
-f-

; fo that

if the company gains forty thoufand livres |, it is

reckoned a good rear.

The trade of the Chinefe, who, except the Hol-

landers, are the only foreigners admitted into the

empire, is not more exteniive than theirs, and fub-

jeered. to the fame reilriclions. Ever fince the year

1 688 they are confined during the continuance of

the fale of their goods, without the walls of Nan-

gafaque, in a kind of prifon, which is divided into

feveral huts, furrounded with a palifade, and de-

fended by a good ditch, and a guard placed at all

the gates. Thefe precautions have been taken in

confequence of a difcovery that fome works, in fa-

vour of chriftianity, had been fold together with

fome books of philofophy and morality. The Eu^

ropean miflionaries had ordered fome people of

Canton to circulate them, and the defire of gain be-

trayed them into a piece of chicanery, which has.

cofl them very dear.

It is natural to fuppofe, that thofe who have

changed the ancient government of the country

into the mod arbitrary tyranny upon earth, would

look upon all intercourfe with ftrangers as dan-

gerous ' to their authority. There is the more

rcafon for this conjecture, as the inhabitants are all

* 12,250]. f About 131,687!. % 1,7501.

forbidden,
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forbidden, on pain of death, to go out of their

country. This rigorous edict is become the fun-

damental maxim of the empire.

Thus the inhuman policy of the ftate has de-

prived it of the only means of acquiring a milder

temper, by foftening the national character. The

Japanefe, fiery as his climate, and reliefs as the

ocean that furrounds him, required that the utmoft

fcope mould be given to his activity, which could

only be done by encouraging a brifk trade. To
prevent the neceffity of retraining him by punifh-

ments, it was neceffary to keep him in exercife by

conitant labour ; and to allow his vivacity an un-

interrupted career abroad, when it was in danger

of kindling the flame of fedition at home. That

energy of mind which has degenerated into fana-

ticifm, would have been improved into induftry ;

contemplation would have changed into action

;

and the fear of punimment into the love of plea-

fure. . That hatred of life, which torments the Ja-

panefe, while he is enflaved, opprefled and kept in

continual fears by the rigour of the laws, againft

which he is perpetually ftruggling, would have

given way to the fpirit of curiolity, that would

haveinduced him to traverfe the ocean, and vifit*

foreign nations. By a frequent change of place and

climate, he would infenfibly have changed his man-
' ners, opinions, and character; and this change would

have been as happy for him as it is for the generality

of people. What he might chance to lofe by this in-

tercourfe as a citizen, he would gain as a man; but

the Japanefe are become tygers, through the cruelty

of their tyrants. Whatever
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Whatever may be faid in praife of the Spartans,

the Egyptians, and other diftindt nations, who have

owed their fnperior flrength, grandeur, and per-

manency to the Hate of reparation in which they kept

themfelves ; mankind has received no benefit from

thefe fingular inflitutions. On the contrary, the fpi-

rit of intercourfe is ufeful to all nations, as it pro-

motes a mutual communication of their productions

and knowledge. In a word, if it were ufelefs or per-

nicious to fome particular people, it was neceflary

for the Japanefe. By commerce they would have be-

come enlightened in China, civilized in India, and

cured of all their prejudices among the Europeans*

The Dutch had the good fortune to meet with

refources which indemnified them for the lofs they

had fuftained at Japan. They had not yet entered

into commerce with thefe, the moft remarkable

iflands in the torrid zone, when they attempted to

fecure to themfelves the trade of the Moluccas.

The Portuguefe, who had long been in pofTefflon

of them, were obliged to mare their advantages

with their matters the Spaniards ; and, at length,

to give up the trade almoit entirely to them. The

two nations, divided in their interefls, and perpe-

tually at war with each other, becaufe the govern-

ment had neither leifure nor ikill to remove their

mutual antipathy, joined to oppofe the fubjects of

the United Provinces. The latter, affifted by the

natives of the -country, who had not yet learned to

fear or hate them, by degrees gained the fuperiority.

The antient conquerors were driven out about the

year 1627 ; and their place was fupplied by others

equally
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equally avaritious, though lefs turbulent, and more B ° S>
^

enlightened. ' 1
—

'

As foon as the Dutch had eftablifhed themfelvcs

firmly at the Moluccas, they endeavoured to get the

exclusive trade of fpices into their own hands : an

advantage, which the nation they had juft expelled

was never able to procure. They fkilfully availed

themfelves both of the forts they had taken fword

in hand, and thofe they had imprudently been fuf-

fered to eredt, to draw the kings of Tern ate and

Tidor, who were mafiers of this Archipelago, into

their lcheme. Thefe princes found themfelves ob-

liged to confent, that the clove and nutmeg trees

Should be rooted up in the islands that were Hill un-

der their dominion. The firfl of thefe fceptered.

ilatves, in confideration of this great facrifice, re-

ceived a penfion of 64,500 livres*; and the other,

one of about 12,000-}". A garrifon of feven hun-

dred men was appointed to fecure the performance

of this treaty : and to fo low an ebb is the power

of thefe kings reduced by war, tyranny, and mis-

fortunes, that thefe forces would be more than fuf-

fkient to keep them in this State of dependence, if

it were not necefTary to have an eye upon the Phi-

lippine islands, wrhofe vicinity constantly occasions

fome alarm. Notwithstanding the inhabitants are

prohibited from carrying on any navigation, and

that no foreign nation is admitted among them, the

Dutch trade there is in a languiming ftate ; as they

have no means of exchange, nor any lilver but what

they carry over to pay their troops, their commif-

* About z,3*iL I 525L

fioners
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fioners and penfions.. This government, deduct-

^—s—! ing the fmall profits, coils the company 140,000

livres * a year.

This lofs is fully compenfated at Amboyna,

where they have engrailed the cultivation of cloves.

The tree that produces them is, as to its bark,

very much like the olive-tree, and refembles the

laurel in its height, and the fhape of its leaves. It

produces at the extremity of its numerous branches,

a prodigious quantity of flowers, which are white

at firft, then green, and at laft grow red and pretty

, hard. When they arrive at this degree of matu-

rity, they are$ properly fpeaking, cloves. As it

dries, the clove affumes a dark yellowifli can:;

when gathered, it becomes of a deep brown. No
verdure is ever feen under this plant, which is

doubtlefs owing to its exhaufting all the nutritious

juices of the foil that produces it.

The feafon for gathering the cloves is from Oc-

tober to February. The boughs of the tree are

ftrongly ihaken, or the cloves beat down with long

reeds. Large cloths are fpread to receive them, and

they are afterwards either dried in the fun, or in

the fmoke of the bamboo cane.

The cloves which efcape the notice of thofe who

gather them, or are purpofely left upon the tree,

continue to grow till they are about an inch in

thicknefs ; and thefe falling off, produce new plants,

which do not bear in lefs than eight or nine

years. Thefe cloves which they call mother-cloves,

though inferior to the common fort, are not withe

out
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out their value. The Dutch preferve them in fu-

gatv, and, in long voyages, eat them after meals to

promote digeftion • or make ufe of them as an

agreeable remedy for the fcurvy.

The clove, to be in perfection, mint be full

fized, heavy, oily, and eafily broken ; of a fine

fmell, and a hot aromatic tafte, fo as almoft to burn

the throat-, it mould make the fingers fmart when

handled, and leave an oily moifture upon them

when prefled. The principal ufe of it is for culi-

nary purpofes. In fome parts of Europe, and in

India in particular, it is fo much admired as to be

thought an indifpenfible ingredient in almoft every

difh. It is put into their food, liquors, wines, and

enters likewife into the competition of perfumes.

It is little ufed in medicine ; but there is an oil ex*

tracted from it which is in confiderable repute.

The company have allotted the inhabitants of

Amboyna four thoufand parcels of land, on each

of which they were at firft allowed, and about the

year 1720 compelled, to plant a hundred and

twenty-five trees, amounting in the whole to five

hundred thoufand. Each of thefe parcels produ-

ces annually, on an average, upwards of two pounds

of cloves : and confequently the collective produce

rauft weigh more than a million.

The cultivator is paid with the fpecie that is

conitantly returned to the company, and receives

fome blue and unbleached cottons which are

brought from Coromandel. This fmall trade

might, in fome meafure, be increafed, if the inha-

bitants of Amboyna, and the fmall iflands that de-

Voi,. I. O pend
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pend upon it, would have attended to the culture

of pepper and indigo, which has been tried with

luccefs. Miferable as thefe iflanders are, fince they

are not tempted by an adequate reward for their

labours, they remain in a ftate of indolence.

The administration is fomewhat different in the

iflandsof Banda, which are thirty leagues diftant from

Amboyna. There are five of thefe iflands, two of

which are uncultivated and almoft uninhabited; and

the other three claim the diftindtion of being the

only iilands in the world that produce the nutmeg.

The nutmeg grows to the fame height as the

pear-tree. It has a pithy wood, an afh-coloured barkj

and flexible branches. The leaves are produced in

pairs upon one fingle item, and when bruifed',

emit an agreeable odour. The fruit fucceeds the

flowers, which referable thofe of the cherry-tree.

It is of the fize of an egg, and of the colour of an

apricot. The outer rind is very thick, and refembles

that of our nuts as they hang upon the tree, opening

in the fame manner when ripe, and difcovering the

nutmeg covered with its mace. It is then time to

gather it, to prevent the mace or flower of the nut-

meg from growing dry, and the nutmeg from lofing

that oil which preferves it, and in which its excel-

lence confifts. Thofe that are gathered before they

are perfectly ripe are preferved in vinegar or fugar,

and are admired only in Afia.

It is nine months before this fruit comes to

perfection. After it is gathered, the outer rind is

flapped off, and the mace feparatcd from it, and

laid in the fun to dry. The nuts require more

preparation.
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preparation. They are fpread upon hurdles, or B o^ K

dried for fix weeks by a How fire, in fheds erected *—•—

'

for that purpofe. They are then feparated from the

fhell, and thrown into lime-water, which is a ne*

cefTary precaution to preferve them from worms.

The nutmeg differs in goodnefs according to the

age of the tree, the foil, the expofition, and method

of culture. It is moft efteemed when it is frefh,

moift, and heavy, and when it yields an oily juice

upon being pricked. It helps digeffcion, expels

wind, and ftrenothens the bowels.

If we except this valuable fpice, the iflands of

Banda, like all the Moluccas, are barren to a dread-

ful degree. What they produce in fuperfluities

they want in neceffaries. The land will not bring

forth any kind of corn : and the pith of the fago

ferves the natives of the country inftead of bread.

As this food is not fufficient for the Europeans

who fettle in the Moluccas, they are allowed to fetch

provifions from Java,, Macaflar, or the extremely

fertile ifland of Baii. The company itfelf carries

fome merchandife to Banda.

This is the only fettlement in the Eaft Indies that

can be confidered as an European colony ; becaufe

i; is the only one where the Europeans are proprie-

tors of lands. The company finding that the in-

habitants of Banda were favage, cruel, and treach-

erous, becaufe they were impatient under their yoke,

refolved to exterminate them. Their pofieffions

were divided among the white people, who got

Haves from feme of the neighbouring iflands to

cultivate the lands. Thcfe white people are for

O 2 the
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the moft part Creoles or malecontents, who have

quitted the fervice of the company. In the fmall

ifle of Rofinging, there are likcwife feveral banditti,

whom the laws have branded with diferace, and

young men of abandoned principles, whofe families

wanted to get rid of them : fo that Banda is called

the ijlandof' correBion* The climate is fo unhealthy,

that thefe unhappy men live but a fhort time. It

is on account of the lofs of fo great a number of

hands, that attempts have been made to transfer the

culture of the nutmeg to Amboyna; and the compa-

ny were likewife probably influenced by two other

ftrong motives of Intereft, as their trade could be car-

ried on with lefs expence and greater fafety. But the

experiments that have been made have proved un-

, fuccefsful, and matters remain in their, former Hate.

To fecure to themfelves an exclufive title to the

produce of the Moluccas,, which are, with good rea-

fon, (tiled the gold mines of the company, the Dutch

have been under a neceffity of forming two fettle-

ments, one at Timor, and the other at Celebes.

The Dutch The firft of thefe iilands is fixty leagues long, and

tiemeutat" fifteen or eighteen broad. It is divided into feveral

ibvereignties ; in which there are numbers of Por-

tnguefe. Thefe conquerors, who at their firft arri-

val in India had advanced with the utmoft intrepidity

and moil amazing celerity, and had purfued a long

'and dangerous career with a rapidity which nothing

Gould Hop ; who were fo well accuftomed to acts of

heroifm, that they performed the molt arduous cn-

terprifes with eafe ; thefe conquerors, I fay, when

they were attacked by the Dutch, when their whole

empire,,
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empire, grown too large and tottering under its own

weight, was ready to fall, difplayed none of thofe

virtues, which had laid the foundationof their power.

When they were difpoflfefled of a fort, driven out of

a kingdom, difperfed in confequenceof a defeat, they

mould have fought an afylum among their brethren,

and mould have rallied under ftandards that had hi-

therto been invincible ; either to put a flop to the

progrefs of the enemy, or to recover their fettle-

ments : but fo far were they from forming a refolu-

tion fo generous, that they folicited fome employ-

ment, or fome penfion, from thofe very Indian prin-

ces they had fo often infulted. Thofe who had con-

tracted a habit of effeminacy, and idlenefs above the

reft, retreated to Timor, which, being a poor ifland,

where no works of induftry were carried on, would

ikreen them they thought from the purfuit of an,

enemy intent upon ufeful conqueft?. They were,

however, deceived. In the year 1 6
1
3 they were dri-

ven from the town of Kupan by the Dutch, who

found a fort there, which they have ever fince gar-

rifoned with fifty men. The company fends fome

coarfe linens thither every year, and receives in re-

turn wax, tortoife-fhell, landers wood, and cadiang,

a imall fpecies of bean, commonly ufed by the

Dutch on Ihip-board, by way of variety of food for

the crew. All thefe objects employ one or two

Hoops, which are difpatched from Batavia : no-

thing is either gained or loft by this fettlement ; the

profits juft anfwer the expences. The Dutch would

have abandoned Timor long ago, if they had not

been apprehenfive that fome active nation might

O 2 fix
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fix there and avail themfelves of the opportunities

that fituation would give them to difturb the trade of

the Moluccas, It was the fame cautious principle

which drew them to Celebes.

This ifland, which is about a hundred and thir-

makethem- ty leagues in diameter, is very habitable, though

itereof £e- it lies in the center of the torrid zone. The heats

lebes '

are allayed by the copious rains, and cooling

breezes. The inhabitants are the braved people

in the fouth of Alia- they make a furious onfet,

but, after a conteft of two hours, a total want of

courage takes place of this ftrange impetuofity ;

the intoxicating fumes of opium, which aredoubt-

lefs the caufe of this terrible ferment, go off, when

their flrength is exhauiled by tranfports that ap-

proach to madnefs, The aid, which is their fa-

vourite weapon, is a foot and a half long; it is

friaped like a poniard, and the blade is ferpentine.

They never carry more than one to battle ; but in

private quarrels two are nccefTary ; they parry with

that in the left hand, and attack the adverfary with

the other, The wounds made by this weapon are

very dangerous, and the duel molt commonly ends

jh the death of both the combatants.

The inhabitants of Celebes are rendered active,

induitrious, and robuit, by a rigid education.

Every hour in the day their nurfes rub them with

oil, or water juft warm, Thefe repeated iin&ions

encourage nature to exert herfelf freely, They

' are weaned at a year old, an idea prevailing, that

|f they continued to fuck any longer, it would hurt

their underftandings, When they are five or fix;

years
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years old, the male children of any diitin&ion are in-

truded to the careof fome relationor friend, that their

courage may not be weakened by the carefies of their

mothers, and a habit of reciprocal tendcrnefs. They

do not return to their families till they arrive at the age

of fifteen or fixteen, when the law allows them to

marry: .a liberty they feldom make ufe of, before

they are thoroughly verfed in the exercife of arms.

Formerly thefe people acknowledged no other

gods but the fun and the moon. They facrificed

to them in the public fquares, having no materials

which they thought valuable enough to be em-

ployed in railing temples. According to the creed

of thefe inlanders, the fun and moon were eternal as

well as the heavens, whofe empire they divided be-

tween them. Ambition fet them at variance. The

moon, flying from the fun, mifcarried, and was deli-

vered of the earth ; fhe was big with feveral other

worlds which me will fucceflively bring forth, but

without violence, in order to repair the lofs of thofe

whom the fire of her conqueror will con fume.

These abfurdities were univerfally received at

Celebes ; but they had not fo lading an influence

over either the nobles or the people as is found in

the religious doctrines of other nations. About

two centuries ago, fome Chriftians and Mohamme-

dans having brought their opinions hither, the

principal king of the country took a total diilike

to. the national worfhip. Alarmed at the terrible

cataftrophe, with which he was equally threatened

by both the new fyftems of religion, he convened

a general affembly. On the day appointed he

O 4 afcended
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°n

K a ĉenc^ec^ an eminence; where fpreadingout his hands
^—v—

' towards heaven, and, in a landing poffure, he ad-

dreffed the following prayer to the Supreme Being.
(C Great God, I do not, at this time, fall

<( down before thee, becaufe I do not implore

(( thy clemency. I have nothing to afk of thee

n which thou oughteft not in juftice to grant.

" Two foreign nations whofe mode of worfhip is,

(< widely different, are come to ftrike terror into

ie me, and my fubje&s. They afTure me that

si thou wilt punilli me eternally if I do not obey

" thy laws : I have therefore a right to require

(( that thou wouldeft make them known to me,
(e I do not afe. thee to reveal the impenetrable

<l myfteries which furrounded thy effence, and

" which to me are ufelefs. I am come hither to

" inquire, together with my people, what thofe

" duties are which thou intended to prefcribe

" to us. Speak, O my God ; fince thou art

<e the Author of nature, thou canft difcern the

(e bottom of our hearts, and knoweft that it is

<( impoffible they fhould entertain any thoughts

<£ of difobedience. But if thou condefc.^ndeft

" not to make thyfelf underilood by mortals ; if

tc
it is unworthy of thine effence to employ the

" language of man to dictate the duties re»

<{ quired of man; I call my whole nation, the iun

li which enlightens mc, the earth, that fupports

" me, the waters that encompafs my dominions,.

<f and thyfelf to witnefs, that in the fincerity of

(( my heart I feek to know thy will ; and I de-

w clare to thee this day> that I fliall acknow»

3
" ledge>
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i ledge, as the dcpofitaries of the oracles, the mi-

" nifters of either religion whom thou ftialt caufe

" to arrive the fir ft in our harbours. The winds

" and the waves are the minifters of thy power

;

i let them be the fignals of thy will. If, with

" thefe honeft intentions, I embrace an error, my
" confcience will be at eafe ; and the blame will

61 lie upon thee."

The affembly broke up, determined to wait the

orders of heaven, and to follow the firft mrflionaries

that mould arrive at Celebes. The apoftles of the

coran were the moft active, and the lbvereign and

his people were circnmcifed : the other parts of the

iiland foon followed their example.

This unfortunate circumftance did not hinder

the Portuguefe from gaining a footing at Celebes.

They maintained their ground there, even af-

ter they were driven out of the Moluccas. The
motive which induced them to ftay, and which

attracted the Englifh to this place, was, the fa-.

•cility of procuring fpices, which the natives of

the country found means to get, notwithftand*

ing the precautious that were taken to keep

them at a diftance from the places where they

grew.

The Dutch, who by this competition were pre-

vented from monopolizing the articles of cloves and

nutmegs, attempted in 1660, to put a flop to this

trade, which they called contraband. To favour

this defign, they had recourfe to means repugnant

to all principles of morality, but which an infatiable

avarice had familiarized in Afia. By perfevering

in
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in thcfe infamous proceedings, they fucceeded fo

far as to drive out the Portuguefe, keep off the En-

glifh, and to take pofiemon of' the harbour and

fort of Macaffar. From that time they were abfo-

l'ute matters of the ifland without having conquered

it. The princes among whom it was divided, re-

united in a kind of confederacy. They hold afTem-

biies, from time to time, on affairs that concern

the p-encril intereft. The refult of their determi-

nations becomes a law to each Hate. When any

conteft arifes, it is decided by the governor of the

Dutch colony, who prefides at this diet. He ob-

ferves thefe different fovereigns with a watchful

eye, and keeps them in perfect equality with each

other, to prevent any of them from aggrandizing

himfelf to the prejudice of the company. They

have difarmed them all, under pretence of hinder-

ing them from injuring each other ; but in reality

with a view of depriving them of the power of

breaking their chains.

• • The Chinefe, who are the only foreigners per-

mitted to come to Celebes, carry thither tobacco,

gold wire, china and unwrought filks. The

Dutch fell opium, fpirituous liquors, gum lac,

fine and coarfe linens. They get but little gold

from thence, but great quantities of rice, wax,

flaves, and tripam, a fpecies of mufhroom, which

the rounder and blacker it is, the more excellent

it is elteemed. The cuftoms bring in 80,000 livres
|

to the company : but it receives a much larger

profit from its trade, and the tenth part of the.ter-

ritory
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ritory which it holds in full right ot fovereignty.

Thefe advantages, however, taken altogether, do

not counterbalance the expences of the colony,

which arife to 150,000 livres * more. It would

certainly be given up, if it were not with good rea-

ion looked upon as the key of the fpice iflands.

The fettiement at Borneo was formed with a J£f£*
lefs interefting view. It is one of the largeft, ~£»
if not actually the largeft iflahd hitherto known. «*

The ancient inhabitants live in the inland parts.

The coafls are peopled with inhabitants from Ma-

cariar, with Javanefe, Malayans, and Arabs, who,

to the vices that are natural to them, have added a

ferocity hardly to be met with elfewhere. The

moft ufeful production of this large country is

Samphire, which is a volatile, fubtile oil, or reft?

nous fubftance. The tree from which it is pro-

duced, grows in feveral of the Afiatic iflands ; and

it has lately been dilcovered that this Angular

fubftance may be obtained in a greater or lefs

quantity from all the trees that are of the laurel

tribe.

To procure this camphire, the tree is cut into

final 1 pieces, like matches, which are put into a

yeflel fhaped like a bladder : they are boiled in

water, and the camphire forms a glutinous mafs

at the top. The Dutch arc the only people in

Europe who poflefs the fecret of refining it in the

grofs.

* About 6,5631'j

The



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
The camphire from Borneo is unquellionably

the bell of any. Its fuperior excellence is fo well

known, that the Japanefe give five or fix quintals

of their own for one pound of that from Borneo
;

and the Chinefe, who look upon it as the bell me-

dicine in the world, give us no lefs than eight hun-

dred livres* a pound for it. The Pagans in all the

eailern countries ufe common camphire in their fire-

works, and the Mohammedans put it into the

mouth of the dead at the time of burial.

About the year 1526 the Portuguefe attempted

to fettle at Borneo. Too feeble to make their arms

refpected, they tried to gain the good-will of one of

the fovereigns of the country by offering him fome

pieces oftapeftry. This weak prince took the figures

wrought in it for inchanted men, who would ftrangle

him in the night-time, if he fuffered them to come

near his perfon. The explanations they gave to re-

move his apprehenfions bad no efFecTt; he obftinately

refufed to let the prefent be brought into his palace,

and prohibited the donors from enteringfhis capital.

However, thefe adventurers afterwards gained

ad million; but it proved their misfortune, for

they were all maflfacred. A fadtory which the

Englilh ellabliihed fome years after lhared the fame

fate. The Dutch, who had met with no better

treatment, appeared again, in the year 1748, with

a fquadron, which, though very inconfiderable, (q

far impofed upon the prince, who has the pepper

entirely in his hands, that he determined to grant

* si*

them
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them the privilege of trading for it exclusively :
book.

with this fingle referve, that he fhould be allowed *—v—

'

to deliver five hundred thoufand pounds of this ar-

ticle to the Chinefe, who had always frequented his

ports. Since this treaty, the company fends rice,

opium, fait, and coarfe linens to Bendermaffen, from

whence they bring fome diamonds, and about fix

hundred thoufand weight of pepper, at one and

thirty livres * a hundred weight. The profits ari-

fing from the goods they export are fcarce fufficient

to anfvver the expences of the colony, though they

amount to no more than 32,000 iivrcs-|-. Sumatra

proves of greater advantage to them.

Though this ifland, before the arrival of the settlements

Europeans in India, was divided into feveral king- iu

r

:c
'

at

doms, Achen was the center of all trade. Its har-
Sumatrai

bour was frequented by all the Afiatic ftates, and

afterwards by the Portuguefe and other nations,

who raifed themfelves upon their ruins. Here all

the productions of the eaft were bartered for gold,

pepper, and other articles of merchandife with which

this more opulent than healthy climate abounded.

The difturbances which threw this ^famous empo-
„

rium into confufion, put a nop to all induftry, and

drove the foreign merchants away.

When this declenfion happened, the Dutch

formed the projedt of making fettlements in other

parts of the ifland, which enjoyed more tranquility.

Thofe that were allowed to fix in the empire of In-

draporeare much reduced, fince the Englifh eftab-

lifhed themfelves on the fame coaft. The factory

* il. 7s. od. % f 1,400].

of
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of lambay is ftill of lefs ufe, as the neighbouring

kings have ftript the prince of this diftricl of his

pofleffions. The company makes itfelf amends for

thefe misfortunes at Palinban, where, for fixty thou-

fand livres*, it maintains a fort, a garrifon of eighty

men, and two or three floops, which keep continu-.

ally cruiiing. It purchafes annually two million

weight of pepper, at one and twenty livres-j- a hun*

dred, and a million and a half of calin at fifty-feven

livres ten fols^ a hundred. This, though it feems

to be a moderate price, is of advantage to the king,

who buys it from his fubjedts at a flill lower rate.

Though he takes fome part of the provifion and

cloathinp; for his ftates from the merchants at Ba-

tavia, they are obliged to fettle accounts with him

in piaftres. The treafures he has amaffed of the

filver and of the gold found in his rivers, are known

to be immenfe. A fingle- European veflel might

take pofTeflion of all thefe riches ; and, with fome

troops for landing, maintain a poft, which would be

won without difficulty. It feems very extraordinary,

that avarice mould never have prompted any adven-

turer to undertake fo lucrative and eafy an enterprife,

Civilized nations, who, to make themfelves

mailers of the univerfe, have trampled upon al

the. rights, and ftifled all the dictates of nature

will fcarcely fhrink at one additional act of injuf <

tice or cruelty. There is not a nation in Europt

which does not think it has a juft right to feiz<

the treafures of the eaft. Setting afide religion

which it is no longer falhionable to plead, fince it
I

* 2,6zd. f 18s. 4d-£ + al. 10s. 3<i.|

ver
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'

very minifters have brought it into difrepute, by

their unbounded avarice and ambition, how many

pretences are flill remaining to juftify the rage of

invafion ! They who live under a monarchy are

defirous of extending the glory and empire of their

mailer beyond the feas. Thefe happy people are.

ready to venture their lives in the extreme parts of

:he globe, toincreafe the number of fortunate fub-

lefts, who. live under the laws of the bell of princes.

A free nation, which is its own matter, is born to

:ommand the ocean ; it cannot fecure the domi-

lion of the fea, without feizing upon the land,

vhich belongs to the firft poflefTor ; that is, to him

ivho is able to drive out the ancient inhabitants ;

:hey are to be enflaved by force or fraud, and ex-

:erminated in order to get their poffeffions. More

3ver, the interefts of commerce, the national debt,

ind the majefty of the people, require it. Repub-

licans, who have happily fhaken off the yoke of fo*

•eign tyranny, mull: impofe it on others in their

urn. If they have broken their chains, it is to

forge- new ones. They detefl monarchy, but they

ire in want of Haves. They have no lands of their

)wn : why mould they not feize upon thofe of

nhers ?

The trade of the Dutch at Siam was at firft very TraJe fiftIift

:onfiderable. A tyrannic prince, who oppreffed this ^tha£

inhappy country, having, about the year 1660,

hewn a want of refpeCt to the company, it punifhed

lim by abandoning the factories it had eftablifhed

D his dominions, as if it would have been a favour tp

iave continued them. Thefe republicans, who af-

feded
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fe&ed an air of grandeur, chofe at that time to have

their prefence looked upon as a favour, a fecurity,

and an honour : and they inculcated this lingular

prejudice with fo much fuccefs, that in order to en-

gage them to return, a pompous embaffy was fent,

afking pardon for what had paft, and giving the

ftrogeft affurances of a different conduct for the

future.

There was a time, however, when this deference

was to ceafe, and it was haflened by the naval en-

terprifes of other powers. The affairs of the com-

pany at Siam have always been in a declining flate.

Having no fort, it has never been in a condition to

keep up the exclufive privilege. The king, not-

with (landing the prefents he requires, fells merchan-

dile to traders of all nations, and takes goods from

them on advantageous terms : with this difference

only, that they are obliged to flop at the mouth of

the Menan, whereas the Dutch go up the river as

far as the capital of the empire, where their agent

conflantly refides. Their trade derives no great ao

tivity from this privilege. They fend only one vef-

fel which tranfports Javanefe horfes, and is freighted

with fugar, fpices and linens ; for which they re*

ceive in return caiin, at 70 livres* a hundred

weight
; gum lac, at 52^, fome elephants teeth, at

five livres fix folsj a pound ; and a fmall quantity

of gold, at 175 livres 10 fbls§ a mark. One maj

venture to affert, that their connections here arc

kept up merely on account of the fappan wood

which is neeeffary for the flowing of their fhips

*
3 1 - rs. 3d. £ ii..$t. 6d. % 49<7d.f § ?1. 13s. td.|.
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and for which they give no lets than five B
°^g

K

livres * per hundred weight. Were it not for
*—«—

'

this want, they would long ago have given up a

trade where the expence exceeds the profits; becaufe

the king, who is the only merchant in his domini-

ons, fets a very low price upon the commodities that

are imported. A more interefting object turned the

ambitious views of the Dutch towards Malacca*

These republicans, who knew the importance situation of

of this place, ufed their utmoft efforts to make ajfoSecii

themfelves mailers of it. Having- mifcarried in

two attempts, they had recourfe at laft, if we may

believe a fatirical writer, to an expedient which

a virtuous people will never employ ; but which

frequently anfwers the purpofe of a degenerate na-

tion. They endeavoured to bribe the Portuguefe

governor, whom they knew to be covetous. The

bargain was {truck, and he introduced the enemy

into the city in 1641. The befiegers h aliened to

his houfe and mafTacred him, to fave the payment

of the 500,000 livres -j- they had promifed him.

But truth obliges us to declare, for the honour of

the Portuguefe, that they did not furrender till

after a moft obftinate defence. The commander

of the victorious party afked the commander of

the other, in a boafting flrain which is not natural

to his nation, when he Would come back ao-a in to

the place ? When your crimes are greater than ours,

replied the Portuguefe gravely.

The conquerors found a fort, which, like all

the works of the Portuguefe, was built with a de-

* 4s. 4d. i f 2l,S'S^
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gfee f ftrength that has never fince been imitated

k—
-v
—

' by any nation. They found the climate very healthy,,

though hot and damp : but the trade there was en-

tirely decayed ; the continual exactions having de-

terred all nations from reforting thither. It has not

been revived by the company, either on account of

fom'i nfuperable difficulties, or the want of mode-

ration, or the fear of injuring Batavia. The bufi-

nefs is confined at prefent to the fale of a fmall quan-

tity of opium, and a few blue linens, and to the

purchafe of elephants teeth, calin, which cofts 70

livres * per hundred weight, and a fmall quantity

of gold-9 at 180 livres -f a mark. Their affairs

would be carried on with more fpirit and to a

greater amount, if the princes adhered more faith-

fully to the exclufive treaty fubfifling between them*

Unfortunately for their interefls, they have formed

connections with the Englifh, who furnifh them

with the commodities they want at a cheaper rate,

and give a greater price for their merchandise.

Their farms and cuftoms make them fome little

amends, bringing in 200,000 livres J a year. Thefe

revenues, however, and the advantages of com-

merce taken top-ether, are not fufficient to main-

tain the garrifon and people employed; which

cofis the company 40,000 liyres§.

This- might for a long time appear to be a

fmall facrifice. Before the Europeans doubled

the cape of Good Hope, the Moors, who were

the only maritime people in India, failed from Su-

*
3 1. is. 3d. f 7I. 17s. 6(1. % 8,750. § i,750l.
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rat and Bengal, to Malacca, where they found B 00 K

fhips from the Molucca iflands, Japan, and China. ' »
—

'.

When the Portuguefe became matters of this place,

they went themfelves to Bantam for pepper, and

to Ternate for fpices. To make their return the

Ihorter, they attempted a paflage by the Sunda

iflands, and fucceeded. The Dutch, who had got

ooffemon of Malacca and Batavia, were mailers of

the two only ftraits that were then known. They

cruifed there in times of war, and intercepted the

enemy's veffels. This fitu'ation has ceafed to be

refpeclable, fince the ft'rait of Bali was difcovered

by the French' at the end of the war in 1744, and

that of Lomboc by the Engliih in the laft war.

Batavia will always continue to be the flaple of an

immenfe trade ; but Malacca lofes the only advan-

tage that gave it any importance.

Though the company did not forefee this event, Settlement
1 > 7

ot theDutch

yet at the fame time that they were enlarging and atCeyion.

ftrengthening their power in the eaftern parts of

Alia, they formed the project of fecuring to them-

felves that part of India, where the Portuguefe

continued to counteract their operations, and of

taking from them the ifland of : Ceylon. It is ob-

fervable that this nation, fo diftinpanihed for the

juftnefs of its commercial views, endeavoured to

,

get thofe productions into its hands, which were

either abfolutely neceffary or nearly fo, before it

turned its attention to articles of luxury. It owes

its grandeur in Afia to the fpice trade, and in Eu-

rope to the herring fifhery. The Moluccas fupply

P 2 it
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e o^o k it with nutmegs and cloves ; and Ceylon furnifhes

it with cinnamon.

Spilberg, the firft of their admirals who had

the courage to difplay his colours on the coaft of

this delicious ifland, found the Portuguefe employed

in fubverting the government and the religion of

the country ; in exciting the fovereigns, among

whom it was divided, to deflroy each other ; and

in raifing themfelves upon the ruins of the flates

that were thus fucceffively demolifhed. He offered

the court of Candy the affiftance of his country,

which was joyfully accepted. You may affureyour

mafters, faid the monarch, that if they will build afort,

my/elf my wife, and children will be foremojl in bring-

ing the necejfary materials*

The people of Ceylon looked upon the Dutch

in no other light than as the enemies of their op-

prefTors, and joined them. By their united forces,

the Portuguefe were, in the year 1658, entirely

difpoiTelTed, after a long, bloody, and obftinate

war. All their fettlements fell into the hands of the

company, who flill keep pofTeflion of them, ex-

cepting a fmall diftridt on the eaftern coafl, without

any port, from whence the ibvereign of the country

had his fait ; thefe fettlements formed a regular

firing, extending from two to twelve leagues into

the inland parts of the ifland.

The fort of JafTranapatam, as well as thofe erect-

ed on the iflands of Manar and Calpentine, were

deftined to prevent all correfpondence with the in-

habitants of the neighbouring continent. At Ne-

gombo, defigned to comprehend the diftrid: in

which
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which the bell cinnamon is produced, there is a har-

bour large enough to admit Hoops : but it is not

frequented, on account of a navigable river that

leads from it to Columbo. This place, which the

Portuguefe had fortified with the greateft care, as

the center of opulence, is become the principal fta-

tion in the colony. It is not improbable, that, in-

dependent of the fums which had been expended

upon it, the badnefs of its road might have deter-

mined the Dutch to fix the ftrength of their govern-

ment at the promontory of Galla, where there is a

harbour; which, though the entrance is indeed dif-

ficult, and the bafon very confined, has every other

advantage that can be wifhed. It is here that the

company take in their cargoes for Europe.

MatAran is the magazine for coffee and pepper,

the culture of which has been introduced by the

company. It has no other fortification than a re-

doubt built upon a river that is only navigable for

boats. Trinquimale is the fineft and bell; harbour

in India. It is compofed of feveral bays, where

the molt numerous fleets may anchor in fecurity.

No trade is carried on there. The country furniihes

no one article of merchandife; and even provisions

are very fcarce : in Ihort, it is protected by its bar-

rennefs. Other fettlements of inferior note that are

fcattered upon the coaft, ferve to make the com-

munication eafy, and to keep off Itrangers.

By thefe wife precautions, the company have

appropriated all the productions of theifland. The
feveral articles which conltitute fo many branches

of trade are* I. Amethyitsj fapphires, topazes,

P 3 and
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and rubies which are very frnall, and very indif-

ferent. The Moors, who come from the coaft of

Coromandel, buy them, paying a moderate tax

;

and, when they are cut, fell them at a low price in

the different countries of India.

2. Pepper, which the company buy for eight

fols * a pound ; coffee, for which they only pay

four-}-; and cardamom, which has no fixed price.

The natives of the country are fo indolent, that

thefe productions, which are all of an inferior qua-

lity, will never turn to any great advantage.

3. A hundred bales of handkerchiefs, pagnes

and ginghams, of a fine red colour, which are fa-

bricated by the Malabars at Jafranapatan, where

they have long been fettled.

4. A small quantity of ivory, and about fifty

elephants, which are carried to the coaft. of Coro-

mandel. Thus this gentle and peaceful animal.,

which is too ufeful to mankind to be fuffered to re-

main upon an ifland, is tranfported to the conti-

nent, to aggravate and bear a part in the dangers

and horrors of war.

5. Areca, which the company buys at the rate

of ten livres J the ammonan, and fells upon the

fpot'at thirty-fix or forty livres § to the merchants

of Bengal, Coromandel, and the Maldives ; who

give in return rice, coarfe linens, and cowries. The

areca, which grows upon a fpecies of palm-tree, is

a fruit not uncommon in molt parts of Alia, and

is in great plenty at Ceylon. It-is oval, and would

not be much unlike the date, if its extremities

* About 4d. f About id, % 8s. 9c!. § Alwut il. 13s.

were
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were lefs pointed. The bark is thick, fmooth, and ]

membranaceous, and covers a kernel of a whitifh

caft, fhaped like a pear, and of the bignefs of a

nutmeg. When eaten by itfelf, as it fometimes is

by the Indians, it impoverifhes the blood, and

.caufes the jaundice. It is not attended with thefe

jnconveniencies when mixed with betel.

The betel is a creeping and climbing plant like

the ivy, but does no injury to the agoti, which it

embraces as its fupport, and is remarkably fond of.

it is cultivated in the fame manner as the vine.

Its leaves a good deal refemble thofe of the citron,

though they are longer and narrower at the extre-

mity. The betel grows in all parts of India, but

flourifhes beft in moift places.

At all times of the day, and even in the night,

the Indians chew the leaves of the betel, the bit-

ternefs of which is corrected by the areca that is

wrapped up in them. There is conftantly mixed

with it the chinam, a kind of burnt lime made of

•(hells. The rich frequently add perfumes, either

to gratify their vanity or their fenfuality.

It would be thought a breach of politenefs among

the Indians to take leave for any long time, without

prefenting each other with a purfe of betel. It is a

pledge of friendfhip that relieves the pain of ab-

fencei No one dares to fpeak to a fuperior unlefs

his mouth is perfumed with betel; it would even

be rude to neglect this precaution with an equal.

The women of gallantry are the moll lavifh in the

ufe of betel, as being a powerful incentive to love.

Betel is taken after meals ; it is chewed during a

P 4 vifit
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book vifa ; j t is offered when you meet, and when you

**—v-—' feparate ; in fliort, nothing is to be done without

betel. If it is prejudicial to the teeth, it aflifts and

ftrengthens the ftomach. At leaft, it is a general

fafhion that prevails throughout India.

6. The pearl fifhery, which is alfo one of the

fources of the revenue of Ceylon. It is no improba-

ble conjecture, that this ifland, which is only fifteen

leagues from the continent, was at fome diftant pe-

riod feparated from it by fome great convulfion of

nature. The tract of fea, which at prefent divides

it from the land, is fo full of mallows, that no mips

can fail upon it ; and there are only a few places

where fmall boats may pafs in four or five feet wa-

ter. The Dutch, who afiiime the fovereignty here,

have always two armed lloops to enforce the pay-

ment of the taxes they have impofed. In this ftrait

the pearl fifhery is carried on, which was formerly

of fo much importance ; but this fource of wealth

has been fo much exhaufted, that it is but rarely re-

forted to. The bank, indeed, is vifited every year,

to fee how it is replenifhed with oyflers; but, in ge-

neral, it is five or fix years before a fufflcient quantity

is to be found. The fifhery is then farmed out

;

and, every thing computed, it may produce to the

revenues of the company 200,000 livres*. Upon the

fame coafts is found a mell-fim called xanxus, of

which the Indians at Bengal make bracelets. The

fifhery is free, but the trade is exclufive.

After all, the great object of the company is

cinnamon. The root of the tree that produces it

is
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is large, and divides it into feveral branches co-

vered with a bark, which on the outer fide is of

a greyifh brown, and on the inner of a reddiih caft.

The wood of this root is hard, white, and has no

fmell. The body of the tree, which grows to the

height of eight or ten toifes, is covered as well as

its numerous branches, with a bark which at firfl

is green, and afterwards red. The leaf, if it were

not longer and narrower, would not be much un-

like that of the laurel. When firft unfolded it is

of a flame colour : but after it has been for fome

time expofed to the air, and grows dry, it changes

to a deep green on the upper furface, and to a

lighter on the lower. The flowers are fmall and

white, and grow in large bunches at the extremity

of the branches; they have an agreeable fmell, fome-

thing like that of the lily of the valley. The fruit is

fliaped like an acorn, but is not fo large. It is

commonly ripe in September. When boiled in

water, it yields an oil which fwims at top, and

takes fire. If left to cool, it hardens into a white

fubftance, of which candles are made, which have

an agreeable fmell, and are referved for the ufe of

the king of Ceylon. No part of the tree that pro-

duces the cinnamon is valuable except the under

bark. The beft feafon for raifing and feparating

it from the outer bark, which is grey and rugged,

is the fpring, when the fap flows in the greateft

abundance. It is cut into thin flices, and expofed

to the fun ; and curls up in drying.

The old trees produce a coarie kind of cinna-

mon, which is in perfection only when the trees

arc
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are not older than three or four years. When the

trunk has been {tripped of its bark it receives no

further nourishment, but the root is ftill alive,

and continues to throw out frefh fhoots. Befides

this, the fruit of the cinnamon-tree contains a feed

from which it is raifed.

There are fome of the company's territories

where this tree does not grow. It is only to be

found in thofe of Negombo, Columbo, or the

promontory of Galla. The prince's forefts fup-

ply the deficiency which fometimes prevails in the

magazines. The mountains inhabited by the Bedas.

abound with the tree : but neither the. Europeans,

nor the Ginglaffes are allowed accefs to them, and

there is no way of lharing the riches of the Bedas,

but by declaring war againft them. .

As the Ginglaffes, as well as the Indians upon

the continent, are divided into cafts which never

make any alliances with one another, each con-

ilantly adhering to the fame profeflion ; the art

of barking the cinnamon-trees is a diftindt occu-

pation, and the meaneft of all others, and is con-

fined to the caft of the Cooleys. Every other

iflander would look upon it as a difgrace to be

employed in this trade.

The cinnamon is not reckoned excellent unlefs

it be be fine, fmooth, brittle, thin, of a yellow

colour inclining to red, fragrant, aromatic, and of

a poignant, yet agreeable tafie. The connoiffeurs

give the preference to that, the pieces of which are

•lone but llender. It adds to the delicacies of the

table, and is of fov-ereign ufe in medicine.

The



1

IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 219

The Dutch purchafe the grea'teft part of their B
n
° K

pinnnmon of the Indians who are fubjedt to them. * >r—4

They have engaged to take a limited quantity of

the king of Candy, at an advanced price. Set-

ting one againfl the other, it does not coft them

twelve fols * a pound. It would not be impoffible

for the mips that frequent the ports of Ceylon, to

procure the tree that produces the cinnamon ; but

it has degenerated at Malabar, Batavia, the iile of

France, and in all parts where it has been tranf-

planted.

Formerly the company thought it necefiary tq

maintain four thoufand black or white foldiers, to

fecure the advantages they derived from Ceylon.

The number is now reduced to fifteen or iixteen.

hundred. Their annual expences, neverthelefs,

amount to 2,200,000 livres \ ; and their reve-

nues, and fmall branches of commerce, produce

no more than 2,000,000 of livres |. This defi-

ciency is fupplied out of the profits arifing from

cinnamon. They are likewife obliged to provide

for the expence attending the wars they are from

time to time engaged in with the king of Candy,

who is at prefent the fole fovereign of the ifland.

The Dutch freely own that thefe ruptures are

fatal to them. As foon as they break out, raoft

of the people who inhabit the coafts retire into

the inland parts of the country. NotwitMand-

ing the defpotifm that awaits them, they look

upon the yoke of the Europeans as an evil ftill

more infupportable. The Cooleys are fo far from,

* About 6sL f 96,1501. % 87,5001,

always
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always waiting for the commencement of hoftili-

ties as a fignal for their removal, that they fome-

times refolve to take this defperate ftep as foon as

they perceive the lead mifunderftanding between

the king and the Dutch. On thefe occafions,

beiides the lofs of a harveft, a long train of ex-

pence and fatigue follows, to enable them to

penetrate, fword in hand, into a country, encom-

paffed on all fides by rivers, woods, hollow vales,

and mountains.

These important considerations had determined

the company to engage the good will of the king of

Candy, by fhewing him all imaginable civilities.

Every year they fent an ambaffador laden with rich

prefents. They offered their ihips to convey his

priefls to Siam, to be inftructed in the religion of

that country, which is the fame with his own.

Notwithstanding they had taken the forts and the

lands which were occupied by the Portuguefe, they

contented themfelves with receiving from this

prince the appellation of'guardians of his coajls*

They alfo made him feveral other conceflions.

These Angular inftances of management have

not, however, been always fufficient to maintain

good harmony, which has feveral times been in-

terrupted. The war which ended on the 14th of

February, 1766, had been the longeft and the

moil aclive of any that had been occasioned by

diftruft, and the claming of interefls. As the

company prefcribed terms to a monarch who was

driven from his capital, and obliged to wander

'in the woods, they made a very advantageous

treaty
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treaty. Their fovereignty was acknowledged

over all the countries they were in pofleffion of

before the troubles broke out ; and that part of

the coafts which remained in the occupation of

the natives was ceded to them. They are to be

illowed to gather cinnamon in all the plains, and

he court is to fell them the beft fort that is pro-

luced in the mountainous parts at the rate of

brty-one livres five fols * for eighteen pounds.

Their commiffaries are authorifed to extend their

rade to all parts where they think it can be

arried on with advantage. The government en-

ages to have no connection with any other

weign power; and even to deliver up any Eu-

)peans who may happen to ftray into the iiland.

1 return for fo many conceffions, the king is to

iceive annually the value of the produce of the

;ded coafts : and from thence his fubjecls are

be furnifhed gratis with fait fufficient for their

>nfumption. It mould feem that the company

ay derive great advantages from fo favourable a

illation.

The property of the lands in Ceylon belongs

) more of right to the fovereign. than in any

'her part of India. This pernicious fyftem has

i that iiland been attended with fatal confe-

rences infeparable from it. The people are in a

J te of total inactivity. They live in huts, have

I furniture, and fubfift upon fruits; and thofe

Vio are the molt affluent, have no other cover-

I; than a piece of coarfe linen wrapped about

* iL 16s. id.

their
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book t}ieir waift. It were to be wifhed that the Dutch

]—«—
' would purfue a fcheme, which all the nations who

have eftablifhed colonies in Alia, are to blame never

to have attempted, and that is, to diftributethe lands

among the families, and make them their own pro-

perty. They would forget, and perhaps hate their

former foveriegn ; they would attach themfelves to a

government that confulted their happinefs; they

would become mduftrious, and occafion a greater cdn-

fumption. Under fuch circumftanees the hland o

Ceylon would enjoy that opulence which was defignec

it by nature : it would be fecure from revolutions

and be enabled to fupport the fettlements of Mala

bar and Coromandel, which it is bound to protect

Trade ofthe The Portuguefe, in the time of their profpe

thewalTof rity, had formed fome tolerable fettlements o

CcH-oman- ^ ^^ ^ Coromandel. That at Negapata

was taken from them by the Dutch in 1658.

gradually increafed to ten or twelve village

which were all inhabited by weavers. In i6q<

it was thought proper to build a fort to fecu

their tranquillity, and in 1 742 the tower was I

rounded by walls. This is the central place in

which all the white, blue, painted, printed, fi

and coarfe linens are brought, which the cor

pany collects for the confumption of Europe

India : and which come either from Bimilip:

nam, Pellicate, Sadrafpatan, or from its facl

ries on the nihing coaft. Their inveftmen

which commonly amount to four or five the

fand bales, are carried to Negapatan, by tl

floops ftationed in thefe feas for that purpofe.
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The Dutch fell, on the coaft of Coromandel, B ° ° K

iron, lead, copper, calin, tutenague, pepper, *—«—
*^.

and fpices. Thefe united articles produce a

million of livres *, to which we may add eighty

thoufand -}• arifing from the cuftorns. The ex-

pences of their feveral eftablifhments amount to

eight hundred thoufand livres | ; and we may
venture to affert without fear of being accufed of

exaggeration, that the freight of the fhips fwal-

lows up the reft of the profits. The net pro-

duce therefore of the Coromandel trade to the

company, is the profit ariiing from the linens

they export from thence. Their trade on the

Malabar coaft is ftill lefs advantageous to them.

It commenced pretty nearly at the fame period,

and was eftablifhed at the expence of the fame

nation.

It appears to be no difficult taflc to guefs at the Trade of

motives that led to this new enterprife. '.After onth^coaft

the Portuguefe had loll Ceylon, they fold the
or

"

Malabar

wild cinnamon of Malabar in Europe nearly for

the fame price as they had always fold the right

fort. Though this rivallhip could not continue

long, it gave uneafinefs to the Dutch, who, in

1662, ordered Vangoens, their general, to at-

tack Cochin.

The place was no fooner inverted, than intel-

ligence was received of a peace being concluded

•between Holland and Portugal. This news was

kept fecret. The operations were carried on with

vigour; and the befieged, harraffed by conti-

* 43;75 o1 - t 3>5°°1; t 3^cco1 -

nual
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B °° K nual affaults, furrendered on the eighth day.

1—*—
' The next day a frigate arrived from Goa with

the articles of peace. The conquerors gave

themfelves no further trouble to juftify their

treachery, than by faying, that thofe who com-

plained in fo haughty a ftile, had obferved the

fame conduct at Brazil a few years before.

After this conquer!, the Dutch thought them-

felves firmly eftablifned in Malabar. Cochin

feemed to be neceifary to protect Cananor, Cran-

ganor, and Quiilon, of which they had jufl be-

fore made themfelves matters, and the factory

of Porcat, which they had formed the plan of

at that time, and have fince actually eftablifhed.

The event has not anfwered their expectation.

The company have not fucceeded in their hopes

of excluding other European nations from this

coaft. They procure no kind of merchandife

there, but what they are furnifhed with from

their other fettlements ; and being rivalled in

their trade they are obliged to give a higher price

here, than in the markets where they enjoy an

exclufive privilege.

Their articles of fale confift of a fmall quan-

tity of alum, benzoin, camphire, tutenague, fu-

gar, iron, calin, lead, copper, and quickfilver.

The veffel that carries this ilender cargo returns

to Batavia laden with caire, or cocoa-tree bark,

for the ufe of the port, By thefe articles the

company gain, at moft, 360,000 livres *, which,

with 120,000
•J-

ariiing from the cuftoms, make

f 15,7501. f 5,4501.

3
v the
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the fum of 480,000 livres *. In times of pro-

found peace the maintenance of thefe fettlements

cofts 464,000 livres -f ; fo that 16,000 J only, re-

main to defray the expences of their fhipping, for

which that fum is certainly not fufficient.

It is truej the company gets two millions weight

of pepper from Malabar, which is carried in Hoops

to Ceylon^ where it is put aboard the mips fitted out

for Europe. It is likewife true, that, by virtue of

thefe capitulations, they pay only 192 livres § the

candil, which weighs five hundred pounds, for

which other companies give 240 **, and private

merchants 288 ff ; but whatever advantage may

be made of this article, it is reduced to nothing by

the bloody wars it occafions.

These obfervations had doubtlefs efcaped the

notice of Golonefs, the director-general of Bata-

via, when he ventured to affirm that the fettlement

of Malabar which he had long fuperintended, was

one of the molt important fettlements belonging to

the company 1

. " I am fo far from being of your

u opinion, faid general Moffel, that I could wifh

*' the fea had fwallowed it up about a century ago."

Be this as it may, the Dutch, in the height of The Dutch

their fuccefs, felt the want of a place where their dement at"

veffels might put in to get refrefhments, either Good Hope.

in going to, or returning from India. They were

undetermined in their choice, when Van-Riebeck

the furgeon, in 1650, propofed the Cape of Good

Hope, which the Portuguefe had imprudently

* zijoool. I 20,3001, + 700I.

§ 81. 8s. »• lol. ios.
f-f-

12I. 12s.

Vol. I. Q_ defpifed.
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book defpifed. This jdicious man, during a flay of

fome weeks, was convinced that a colony might

be placed to advantage on this fouthern extremity

of Africa, which might ferve as a ftaple for the

commerce of Europe and Alia. The care of

forming this fettlement was committed to him ;

and his meafures were concerted upon a good

plan. He caufed it to be ftipulated that every

man who chofe to fix there mould have fixty acres

of land allotted him. Corn, cattle, and utenfils

were to be provided for thofe who wanted them.

Young women taken from alms-houfes were given

them as companions to foften, and to fhare their

fatigues. All thofe, who after three years found

the climate did not agree with them, had liberty

to return to Europe, and to difpofe of their pof-

feffions in what manner they pleafed. Having

fettled thefe arrangements he fet fail.

The large traci of country which it was pro-

pofed to cultivate, was inhabited by the Hotten-

tots, who, according to a French traveller, are

divided into feveral clans, each of which forms

an independent village. Their habitations are

huts covered with fkins, which cannot be en-

tered without creeping upon their hands and

knees, and are difpofed in a circle. Thefe huts

are hardly of any other ufe than to hold a few

provifions and houfhold furniture. The Hotten-

tots never enter them but in the rainy feafon.

They are always found lying at their doors ; and

if they interrupt their repofe it is to fmoke a

ftrong herb which ferves them inflead of tobacco.

The
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The management of cattle is the fole employ-

merit of thefe favages. As there is but one herd

in each town which is common to all the inhabi-

tants, each of them is appointed to guard it in his

turn. This poll requires conflant vigilance, the

country being full of wild beads, which are more

voracious at this extremity of Africa than in any

other part. The ihepherd fends out fcouts every

day. If a leopard or tyger is feen in the neighbours-

hood, the whole town takes up arms, and flies to

the enemy, who feldom efcapes from fo many poi-

foned arrows, and fliarp flakes hardened in the fire.

As the Hottentots neither have, nor appear to

have riches, and that their oxen and fheep, which

is all the property they have, are in common ;

it is natural to imagine that there is little occafion

for difputes among them. They are. accordingly

united to each other by the clofeil ties of friend-

lhip : nor do they ever engage in any war, even

with their neighbours ; fetting aiide the quarrels

between the fhepherds on account of cattle that

may have ftrayed, or been carried off.

It has often been remarked that public cuftoms

save rife to the firft colonies. Marks of diftinc-

tion were adopted to make men unite and recog •

nize one another. A broken nofe, a flat head,

bored ears, paintings, burnings, head-drelTes,

are the uniform charadreriftics of the favage world.

As no plan of morality or education prevails

among them, it follows of courfe, that univerfal

cuftoms muft with them fupply the place of po-

licy and government. Thefe uncivilized men,

Q^2 the
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the children of nature, depend entirely on the tem-

per of the climate: and hence the Hottentots have

the manners of ploughmen*

WftEN the Dutch arrived, the Hottentots were,

like all people who lead a paftoral life, full of

benevolence ; and partook in fome degree of the

uncleanlinefs and ftupidity of the animals they kept.

They had inftituted an order^ with which they ho-

noured thofe who had fubdued any of the mongers

that were deftru&ive to their fheepfolds ; and they

revered the memory of the heroes who had done fer-

vice to mankind. The apotheofis of Hercules had

the fame origin.

Riebeck, in conformity to the notions unhap-

pily prevailing among the Europeans, began to

take pofTemon of the moll commodious part of the

territory; and he afterwards defigned to fix himfelf

there. This behaviour difpleafed the natives.

On what pretence, faid their envoy to thefe flrangers,

haveyou fozvn our landsJ Why do you employ them W
feedyour cattle f How wouldyou behave ifyoufaw your

own fields invaded in this manner f You fortifyyourfelves-

with no other view than to reduce the Hottentots to

Jlavery. Thefe remonftranees were followed by

ibme hoftilities, which brought the founder of the

colony back to thofe principles ofjuftice and huma-

nity, that where agreeable to his natural character,

he purchafed the country he wanted to occupy for

the fum of 90,000 livers * which was paid in mer-

chandife. All parties were reconciled, and from

* 3.937 1- i«s.

that
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that period to the prefent time, there has been no B ° ° K

further difturbance. '—«

—

*

It has been proved that the company have ex-

pended 46,000,000 of livres* in railing the colony

to its prefent ftate. A few particulars will enable us

to judge how fo considerable a fum has been em-

ployed.

It is computed that there are at the Cape of

Good Hope about twelve thoufand Europeans,

Dutch, Germans, and French refugees. Some

part of thefe numbers refide in the capital, and two

confiderable towns : the reft are difperfed along

the coaft, which extends fifty leagues into the

country. The foil of the Hottentots being fandy,

and only good by intervals; the hufbandmen chufe

to confine themfelves to thofe places where they

meet with water., wood, and fertile lands ; three

advantages feldom found together.

The company formerly procured flaves from

Madagafcar, who alleviated the burthen of the white

people. Since the French appeared as rivals, this

communication has been difcontinued. The pre-

fent planters confift of a few Malays, who are unac-

cuftomed to that climate, and are fcarce fit for

the work that is required of them.

If it were practicable to make the Hottentots

fteady, great advantages might accrue, which can-

not be hoped for from their prefent character. All

that has yet been done, has been to prevail with

the pooreft of them to engage in their fervicc

for one, two, or three years. They are of a

* 2,012,500.1.

Q. 3 docile
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book docile temper, and perform the work that is expect-

ed from them ; but, at the expiration of their agree*

ment, they take the cattle that are allowed them

for wages, rejoin their clan, and never make

their appearance again till they have oxen or

Iheep to barter for knives, tobacco, and brandy.

They find an inexpreffible charm in the inde-

pendent and indolent life they lead in their de-

ferts. Nothing can wean them from this attach-

ment. One of their children was taken from

the cradle, and inftructed in our manners and

religion-, he made a progrefs anfwerable to the

pains that where bellowed upon his education ;

he was fent to India, and ufefully employed in

trade. Happening, by accident, to revifit his

country, he went to fee his relations in their hut.

He was ftruck with the limplicity that appeared

there; he clothed himfelf with a iheep-fkin, and

went to the fort to carry back his European ha-

biliments. I am come, faid he to the governor,

to renounce for ever the mode of life you have taught

me to embrace. I am refolved to follow, till death,

the manners and religion of my ancejlors. As a)

token of my affection , I will keep the collar and

fword you have given me: all the reft you will permit

me to leave behind. He did not wait for an anfwer,

but ran away, and was never heard of after.

Though the character of the Hottentots is

not fuch as the Dutch could wifn, the company

derive folid advantages from this colony. In-

deed, the tenth part of the corn and wine, toge*

£her with their cuftoms and other duties, does

not
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not exceed 240,000 livres*. They gain no more

than 40,000
-f"

by their thick cloths, common

thread and cotton pieces, hardware, coals, and

other confiderable articles, which they vend at

this place.

They receive a ftill fmaller profit from fixty

lecques of red wine, and eighty or ninety of

white, which they carry to Europe every year.

The lecque weighs about twelve hundred pounds.

There are only two places in the neighbourhood

of Conftantia that produce this wine. The com-

pany might have it entirely genuine, and at a

•very low* rate. Happily the governor finds it

his intereft to allow the cultivators to mix it

with the produce of the adjacent vineyards. By

this management what remains of this celebrated

wine, the genuine excellent Cape wine, is fold

to foreign veffels that happen to touch at the

coafts at four livres J a bottle. It is generally-

preferable to that which is extorted by tyran-

ny; nothing good being to be expected where

it is not voluntarily obtained.

As the expences necefTary for the fupport of

fo large a fettlement, fwallow up, at leaft, all

thefe profits taken together, its utility muft reft

upon fome other foundation.

The Dutch mips that fail to and from India

find a fafe afylum at the Cape ; a delightful,

ferene, and temperate Iky, and learn every thing

of importance that happens in both thofe parts

of the globe. Here they take in butter, meal,

* 10,5001. f 1,7501. % 3s. 6d.

Q^4 wine,
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wine, lajrge quantities of pickled vegetables fop

their voyage, and for the ufe of the colonies.

They might derive much greater advantages from

hence, if the company, blinded by their avidity,

were not perpetually checking the indqftry of

the planters. They oblige them to part witfy

their proviiions at fo low a price, that they have

not, for a long time, been able to procure clpath-

ing and other abfolute necelTaries.

This tyrannical conduct might, perhaps, be

borne with, if the victims ©f it where authorifed

to fell their fuperfluous produce to foreign navi-

gators, whom the convenience of their fituation,

or other reafons, might invite into their ports.

But a fpirit of jealoufy in trade, which is one of

the greateft evils that can befal mankind, has

deprived them of this refource. The Dutch have

long flattered themfelves, that by with-holdipg

this convenience from other trading nations, they

ihould make them abandon India in difguft.

Notwithflanding they have experienced the re
:

yerfe of this, their conduct is not altered ; though

it was eafy to difcern, that all the wealth which

flowed into the colony would, fooner pr later, re-

turn to the company. The governor only js au-

thorifed to fupply the moil prefTing neceflities of

thofe who toucfr at the Cape. Thefe wrong mea-

fures, have been, as they'muft necevlarily be, the

fource of a thoufand inconyeniepces.

We muft, however, do juftice tp ftf. Tolbac,

who at prefent prefides over this colony. This

generous man 3 during the laft war, fet an ex-

•-•'
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ample of benevolence and diiintereftednefs, which

was not to be found in any of his predeceflbrs. As

his underftanding raifed him above prejudice, and

that he had a fufricient degree of firmnefs to devir

ate from the abfurd orders he received, he encou-

raged the nations who endeavoured to fupplant one

another to repair to his colony for fubfiftence.

The price was fo regulated by fo juft a ftandard, that

while it was fo moderate as to invite purchafers, it

was high enough to animate the cultivators to in-

duftry. May this wife magiftrate long enjoy the

pleating confcioufnefs of having made the fortune of

his fellow-citizens, and the glory of having neglec-

ted his own I

If the company iliould adopt his plan, they will

jmitate the fpirit of their founders, who did nothing

by chance; and, without waiting for the happy

events we have been defcribing, they will fet them-

felves to find out a place, which they may make the

center of their power. They bad caft their eyes

upon Java as early as the year 1609.

The people of this ifland, which is two hun- Emmons
1 r '':'. oftheDutcU

dred leagues in length, and thirty or forty in intheiiiand

breadth, traced their origin from China, though

they retained nothing either of its religion or its

manners. A very fuperftitious fpecies of Mo-
hammedifm constituted the prevailing worlhip.

Some idolaters were ftill remaining in the inte-

rior part of the country ; and thefe were the only

inhabitants of Java that where not arrived at the

lait flags of depravity. This ifland which was

formerly under the dominion of a fingle mo-

narch,

of Java.
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narch, was at that time divided among feveral

fovereigns, who were perpetually at war with each,

other. Thefe eternal difTeniions, while they kept

up a military fpirit among the people, made them

neglect manners. Their enmity to Grangers, and

want of confidence in each other, would lead

one to conclude, that they breathed no fenti-

ment but hatred. Here men were wolves to

each other, and feemed to unite in fociety more

for the fake of committing mutal injuries, than

of receiving mutal affiftances. A Javanefe ne-

ver accofted his brother without having a po-

niard in his hand; ever watchful to prevent,

or prepared to commit fome acl; of violence.

The nobles had a great number of Haves, either

bought, taken in war, or detained for debt,

whom they treated with the utmoft inhumanity.

They cultivated the lands, and performed all kinds

of hard labour; while the Javanefe was employed in

chewing betel, fmoking opium, palling his life

with his concubines, fighting or fleeping. Thefe

people poffeiTed a cofiderable fliare ofundemanding,

but retained few traces of any moral principle.

They had not fo much the character of an unenlight-

ened, as of a degenerated nation : in fhort, they were

a fett of men, who from a regular government

had fallen into a kind of anarchy; and gave

full fcope to the impetuous emotions which nature

excites in thefe climates

This depraved character of the inhabitants did

not alter the views of the Dutch with refpedt

to Java. Their company might, indeed, be

thwarted
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thwarted by the Englifh, who were then in pof-

feffion of a part of the trade of this ifland. But

this obstacle was foon removed. The weaknefs

of James the Firft, and the corruption of his

council, had fo damped the fpirits of thefe haughty

Britons, that they fuffered themfelves to be fup-

planted, without making thofe efforts that might

have been expected from their bravery. The na-

tives of the country, deprived of this fupport,

were forced to fubmit; but it required time,

addrefs, and policy, to accomplish that fcheme.

It was one of the fundamental maxims of the

Portuguefe to perfuade thofe princes they wanted to

engage or retain inaitate of dependence, to fend their

children to Goa to be educated at the expence of

the court of Lifbon, and initiated early into its man-

ners and principles. But this, which was in itfelf a

good project, was fpoiled by the conquerors, who

admitted thefe young people to a participation of the

moft criminal pleafures, and the mod fnameful

fcences of debauchery. The confequence was, that

when thefe Indians arrived at maturity, they could

not help detefling, or, at lealt, defpifing fuch

abandoned instructors. The Dutch adopted the

fame plan, and improved upon it. They endea-

voured to convince their pupils of the weaknefs,

! inconstancy, and treachery of their fubjects ; and

Hill more of their power, wifdom, and good faith

of the company. By this method they Strength-

ened their usurpations : but we are obliged to fay,

that the Dutch employed means that were treach-

erous and cruel,

. The
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The government of the ifland, which was

founded entirely on the feudal laws, fepmed cal-

culated to promote difcord. Fathers and fons

turned their arms againlt each other. They fup?

ported the pretentions of the weak againft the

itrong, and of the ftrong againft the weak, as they

faw occafion. They fometimes took the monarch's

part, and fometimes that of his vaffals. If any

perfon afcended the throne, who was likely to

become formidable by his talents, they raifed up

rivals to oppofe him. Thofe who were not to be

feduced by gold or promifes, were fubdued by

fear. Every day was productive of fome revolu-

tion which was always begun by the intrigues of

the tyrants, and always ended to their advantage,

At length they became matters of the moft im-

portant pofts in the inland parts of the country

;

and of the forts that were built upon the coafts.

This plan of ufurpation was but juft ready to

be carried into execution, when a governor was ap-

pointed at Java, who had a palace and guards,

and appeared in great pomp. The company

thought proper to depart from the principles of

ceconqmy they had hitherto adopted ; from a per-

fuafion, that the Portuguefe had derived a great

advantage from the brilliant court kept by the

viceroy of Goa : that the people of the Eaft

were to be dazzled in order tp be the more

eafily fubdued : and that it was neceflary to

ftrike the imagination and the eyes of the In-

dians, who are guided more by their fenfes than

the inhabitants of our climates,

Thp
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The Dutch had another reafon for affuming afi

Sir of dignity* They had been reprefented in

Afia as pirates, without a country, without lawsj

and without a ruler. To filence thefe calumnies,

they endeavoured to prevail with feveral flates ad-

joining to Java to fend ambaffadors to prince Mau-
rice of the houfe of Orange.

The execution of this project procured them a

double advantage, as it gave them credit with the

eaftern nations, and flattered the ambition of the

Stadtholder, whofe protection was neceffary to be

obtained, for reafons which we are going to explain.

When the company obtained their exclufive

privilege, the ftraits of Magellan, which could

have no connection with the Eaft Indies, were im-

properly enough included in the grant. Ifaac

Lemaire, one of thofe rich and enterprifing mer-

chants, who ought every where to be cofidered

as the benefactors of their country, formed the

project of penetrating -into the South Sea by the

fouthern coaffo. Accefs being denied by the only

track that was known at that time; he fitted out

two fhips which paffed a ftrait, fince called by his

name, running between Cape Horn and Staten

land; and were driven by accidents to the coaft

of Java, where they were condemned, and the crew

fent prifoners to Europe.

This tyrannical proceeding gave offence to the

people, already prejudiced againft an exclufive

commerce. It was thought abfurd, that inftead

of giving thofe who attempted difcoveries the en-

couragement they deferved, a jftate purely com-

2 mercial
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mercial mould forge fhackles to confine their in-

duftry. The monopoly, which the avarice of in-

dividuals had endured with impatience, became

more odious when the company flretched the con-

ceflions that had been made them beyond their

due bounds. It was found, that as their pride and

influence increafed with their power, the intereft

of the nation would at length be facrificed to the

intereft, or even to the caprice of this formidable

body. It is probable, that they muft have funk

under the publick refentment ; and that the char-

ter which was near expiring, would not have been

renewed, if they had not been fupported by prince

Maurice, favoured by the States-General, and en-

couraged to brave the ftorm by the ftrength they

derived from their fettlement at Java.

Though the tranquillity of this ifland may have

been difturbed by various commotions, feveral wars,

and fome confpiracies, it continues to be as much in

fubjection to the Dutch as they wilh it to be.

Bantam comprehends the weftern part. One

of its fovereigns having refigned the crown to his

fon, was reftored to the throne in 1680 by the na-

tural reftlefihefs of his temper, the bad conduct of

his fucceffor, and a powerful fadion. His party-

was on the point of prevailing, when the young

monarch, befieged in his capital by an army ot

thirty thoufand men, without any adherents, ex-

cept the companions of his debaucheries, implored

the protection of the Dutch. They flew to his al-

fiftance, beat his enemies, delivered him from h'v\

rival, and re-eftablifhed his authority. Thougl

tb
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the expedition was fpeedy, fhort, and rapid, and

confequently could not be expenfive ; they con-

trived to make the charges of the war amount to a

prodigious fum. The fituation of things would

not admit of a fcrutiny into the fum demanded for

fo great a piece of fervice, and the exhaufted flate

of the finances made it impoffible to difcharge it. In

this extemity this weak prince determined to entail

flavery on himfelf and his defcendants, by granting

to his deliverers the exclufive trade of his dominions.

The company maintain this great privilege with

three hundred and fixty-eight men, who are fla-

tioned in two bad forts, one of which ferves as a

habitation for the governor, and the other as a pa-

lace for the king. The expences of this fettle-

ment amount to no more than 100,000 livres *,

which are regained upon the merchandife fold

there. Their clear profits coniifl of what they

gain upon three millions weight of pepper, which

they oblige the inhabitants to fell at twenty-five

livres twelve fols -f a hundred.

These profits are inconliderable in comparifon

of what the company receives from Tfieribon,

which it fubdued without any efforts, without in-

trigues, and without expence. The Dutch were

fcarce fettled at Java, when the fultan of this nar-

row but very fertile flate put himfelf under their

protection, to avoid fubmitting to a neighbouring

prince more powerful than himfelf. He fells them

annually a thoufand lafts of rice, each weighing

three thoufand three hundred pounds, at feventy-

3
fix
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fix livres fixteen fols * a laft ; a million weight of

fugafi the fineft of which coft thirteen livres nine

fols -f a hundred ; one million two hundred thoufand

pounds of coffee, at four fols % a pound ,* a hundred

quintals of pepper, at four fols eight deniers § a

pound; thirty thoufand pounds of cotton, the fineft

of which cofts no more than one livre eight fols
||
a

pound ; fix hundred thoufand pounds of areca, at

twelve livres** a hundred; Though fixing thefe

prices fo low is a manifeft impofition upon the weak-

nefs of the inhabitants, the people of Tfieribon, who

are the moft gentle and civilized of any in the ifiand,

have never been provoked by this injuftice to take

up arms. A hundred Europeans are fufHcient to

keep them in fubjedtion* The expences of this

fettlement amount to no more than 41,000 livres

•j^f, which is gained by linens imported thither.

The empire of Mataram, which formerly ex-

tended over the whole ifiand, and at prefent takes

Up the greateft part of it, was the laft that was

reduced to fubjedtion. Often vanquifhed, and

fometimes vanquishing, it continued its Struggles

for independency, when the fon and brother of

;

fovereign who died in 1704, difputed the fuccef

fion. The nation was divided between the twori

vals. He who was entitled to the crown by ordc

of fuceefiion, had fo vifibly the advantage, that fa

mull foon have got the fupreme power entirel;

into his hands, if the Dutch had not declared i

favour of his rival. The party efpoufed by the!

* About 3I. 7 s. 2d. £-. f About us. 9 d. J 2d. § About 2d.

||
About is. 2d. % ** 10$. 6d. ff x,793 l- i$ s '
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republicans, at length prevailed after a feries of con-

tefts, more active, frequent, well conducive], and ob-

flinate, than could have been expected. The

young prince, whom they wanted to deprive of his

fucceffion to the king his father, difplayed fo much

intrepidity, prudence and firmnefs, that he would

have triumphed over his enemies, had it not been for

the advantage they derived from their magazines,

forts, and fhips. His uncle ufurped his throne;

but fhewed himfelf unworthy to fill it.

When the company reftored him to the crown,

they dictated laws to him. They chofe the place

where his court was to be fixed, and fecured his

attachment by a citadel in which a guard was

maintained, with no other apparent view than to

protect the prince. After all th-fe precautions,

they employed every artifice to lull his attention

by pleafures, to gratify his avarice by prefents, and

to flatter his vanity by pompous embaflies. From

this azra, the prince and his fucceflbrs, who were

educated fuitably to the part they were to act, were

nothing more than the defpicable tools of the def-

potifm of the company. All that is neceffary for

their fupport, is three hundred horfe and four hun-

dred foldiers, whole maintenance, including the pay

of the agents, colls them 760,000. livres.*

Thb company are amply reimbursed for this ex-

pence by the advantages it fecures them. The

harbours of this ftate afford docks for the con-

itruction of all the fmall veflels and Hoops em-

ployed in the company's fervice. They are Tup?

J3>-
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plied < from hence with all the timber that is

wanted in their feveral Indian fettlements, and in part

or their foreign colonies. Here too they load their

veffels with the productions with which the kingdom

is obliged to furnifh them ; confuting of five thou-

fand lafts of rice, at forty-eight livres * a laft ; as

much fait as they require, at twenty-eight livres fix-

teen fols -j~ a laft; a hundred thoufand pounds of

pepper, at nineteen livres four fols | a hundred ; all

the indigo that is raifed," at three livres § a pound

;

cadjang, for the life of their fhips, at feventy-fix

Hvres fixteen fols
||
a laft; cotton yarn, from twelve

fols to one livre ** a pound, according to its quali-

ty : and the fmall quantity of cardamom that is pro-

duced there, at a ihameful price.

The ifland of Madura, which is feparated from

the ports of Mataram only by a narrow channel, is

obliged, by a garrifon of fifteen men, to furnifh

rice at a very low rate. This ifland, in common

with the people of Java, labours under a ftill more

odious oppreffion. The company's cornmiflaries

make ufe of falfe meafure in order to procure a

larger quantity of goods from the people that are

to furnifh them. This fraud, pradtifed for their

own private advantage, has not hitherto been pu-

nifhed ; and there is no reafon to hope that it ever

will. Balambangan is the only diftrict in the

ifland of Java, that is not expofed to thefe iniqui-

tous practices. The Dutch who flighted it, or

*,:, 25. f About 1 1. 5 s. 2 d. t 16 . 9 d. §. § About is. 7 d. \

j|
About 3I. 75. z d. *. ** From about 6d. to 1 s. 3d.
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account of its not furnifhing any article of trade,

have held no correfpondence with it.

For the reft, the Dutch having abated the tur-

bulency of the Javanefe, by gradually undermining

the laws that maintained it; and fatisfied with ha-

ving forced them to give fome attention to agricul-

ture, and with having fecured to themfelves a com-

merce perfectly exclufive, have not attempted to ac-

quire any property in the ifland. Their territory ex-

tends no further than the fmall kingdom of Jacatra.

The ravages committed by the Dutch when they

conquered this ftate, and the tyranny that followed

that conqueft, had turned it into a defert. It full

remains uncultivated and inactive.

The Dutch, thofe of them in particular who go to

India to feek their fortunes, were hardly qualified

to recover this excellent foil from its exhaufted ftate.

It was feveral times propofed to have recourfe to the

Germans ; and by the encouragements of fome ad-

vances, and fome gratuities, to exercife their indus-

try in a manner the moft advantageous to the com-

pany. What, thefe laborious people might have

done in the fields, the filk manufacturers from Chi-

na, and the linen-weavers from Coromandel might

have executed in the workshops, for the improvement

of manufactures. As thefe ufeful projects did not fa-

vour any private views, they continued to be nothing

more than projects. At length the governors-gene-

ral Imhoff and Mofiel, fcruck with a fcene of fuch

great diforder, endeavoured to find out a remedy,

With this view they fold to the Chinefe and

the Europeans, at a fmall price, the lands • which

R 2 the
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° K the government had acquired by oppreffive means.

This management has not produced all the good

that was expected from it. The new proprietors

have feldom ventured to keep any thing upon their

eftates but fheep and cattle, for which they have an

eafy, certain and advantageous market. They

would have applied themfelves to agriculture, which

requires more care, greater pecuniary encourage-

ments, and a greater number of hands, if the com-

pany did not infill on their furnifhing the commo-

dities at the fame price they give for them in the reft

of the iiland. At this prefent time there are no

more than a hundred and fifty thoufand Haves, who

are under the direction of a fmall number of free

men. The produce of their labours con fills of two

million weight of coffee, a hundred and fifty thou-

fand pounds ofpepper, twenty-five thoufand pounds

of cotton, ten thoufand pounds of indigo, ten mil-

lion of fugar, and fix thoufand leques of areca.

The two lafl articles have been cultivated with more

fpirit than the reft, becaufe private perfons, having

the liberty to purchafe and export them, pay twenty

per cent, dearer for them than the company.

These commodities, as well'as all thofe that

are produced in Java, are carried to Batavia, which

is built on the ruins of the ancient capital ofJacatra.

A city which has become fo confiderble a

mart, mull have received many fucceffive im-

provements. It is well built ; the houfes though

not magnificent, are pleafant, commodious, and

well furnifhed; the ftreets are broad, running in

ftrait lines, with rows of large trees on each fide,

and
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and canals cut through them ; they are always clean book
though it has not been thought proper to pave them, *

—

-y—-J

for fear of increaiing the heat by too ftrong a reflec-

tion of the fun's rays. All the publick buildings

have an air of grandeur ; and the generality of tra-

vellers look upon Batavia as one of the fineft cities

in the world.

Tbe number of inhabitants, including the fub-

urbs and liberties, does not exceed a hundred thou-

fand. The greateft part of them are flaves. Here

are likewife Malayans, Javanefe, free Macaflers, who

are all of them indolent ; and Chinefe, who have the

exclufive exercife of all trades, are the only cultiva-

tors of the fugar-cane, and manage all the manufac-

tures. The number of Europeans may amount to

ten thoufand ; of thefe, four thoufand born in India,

are, to an inconceivable degree, degenerated. This

ftrange perverfion is probably owing to the gene-

rally received cuftom of committing the care of

their education to Haves.

The corruptions at Batavia have, however, been

exaggerated. Diffolute manners are not more pre-

valent there than in other fettlements formed by

the Europeans in Afia. It is true, the people

drink to excefs ; but the ties of marriage are held

facred. None but unmarried men keep concu-

bines, who are generally of the rank of Haves.

The priefls have endeavoured to Hop the progrefs

of thefe connections, which are always fecret, by

refufing to baptize the offspring of them -

3 but

they are become lefs rigid, fince a carpenter be-

longing to the company, who chofe his fon ihoufd

R 3 be
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be of fome religion or other, took it into his head

to have him circumcifed.

Luxury has maintained its ground more fuc-

cefsfully than concubinage. The ladies, who are

univerfally ambitious of diftinguiihing themfelves

by the richnefs of their drefs, and the magnificence

of their equipage, have carried their tafte for finery

to excefs. They never ftir out without a numerous

train of Haves ; and either ride in magnificent cars,

or are carried in fuperb palanquins.. They wear

gold or filver tifTue&, or fine Chinefe fattins, with a

net of gold thrown over them; and their head-drefs

is loaded with pearls and diamonds. In 1758 the

government attempted to reform thefe extravagan-

cies, by prefcribing a mode of drefs fuitable to each

rank. Thefe regulations- were received with con-

tempt, means were found to elude, or to purchafe art

immunity from them, and no change took place*

It would, indeed, have been a ftrange Angularity, if

the ufe of precious ftones had been difeontinued in

the country that produced them ; and that the Dutch

had regulated a fpecies of luxury in India, which

they brought from thence with a view of introdu-

cing, or increafmg it in this part of the world. The

force and example of an European government

"ftruggle in vain againit the laws and manners of the

climate of Alia.

The heats, which might naturally be expected

to be exceffive at Batavia, are allayed by an agree-

able fea-breeze, which begins to blow every day

at ten o'clock, and continus till four. The nights

are rendered cool by land-breezes, which die away

2 ai
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at day-break. It would contribute to make the air

as pure as the fky is ferene, if the canals were made

fomewhat deeper, and fluices were con (trucked.

Diforders are not, however, very frequent here.

The mortality that prevails among the foldiers and

failors, is rather owing to debauchery, bad provifions

and fatigue, than to the inclemency of the climate.

Nothing can be more agreeable' than the envi-

rons one or two leagues round the capital. The

country is interfperfed with delightful villas, plan-

tations that yield an agreeable made, and gardens

finely ornamented, and even difpofed with tafle.

It is the fafhion to live there all the year, and the

people in office only come to Batavia to tranfadt

public bulinefs. Thefe charming retreats formerly

owed their tranquillity to forts erected at a certain

diftance from one another, to prevent the incur-

lions of the Javanefe. Since thefe people have

contracted a habit of ilavery, thefe redoubts ferve

as barracks for the refrefhment of the recruits,

after the fatigues of a long voyage.

Batavia is iituated at the bottom of a deep

bay, containing feveral iflands of a middling lize,

which refift the impetuofity of the fea. It is pro-

perly fpeaking, a road ; but is as fafe a retreat

from all winds, and in all feafons, as the beft har-

bour. The only inconvenience is the difficulty of

going, in ftormy weather, aboard the mips that

are obliged to anchor at a confiderable diftance.

The mips undergo the neceflary repairs at the

fmall ifland of Onruft; which, though two leagues

and a half diftanr, is one of thofe that chiefly con-

R 4 tribute
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tribute to the goodnefs of the road. It forms an

excellent dock, is well fortified, and never without

three or four hundred European carpenters ; and as

veffels can eafily take in their lading there, maga-

zines are erected for the reception of the larger kinds

of merchandize intended for exportation. A pretty

confiderable river, after fertilizing the fields, and re-

frefiling Batavia, falls into the fea, for no other pur-

pofe, as it fhould feem, than to ferve as a channel of

communication between the town and the fiiipping.

The lighters that are continually meeting each other

in this paffage, and formerly drew twelve feet water,

are reduced to one-half: the fands and rubbiih have

formed a bank, which, if fuffered to increafe, will

prove an inconvenience, and occafion a very confi-

derable expence. It is well worth while, on account

of the importance of Batavia, to pay a ferious atten-

tion to every thing that may contribute to the im-

provement and utility of its road, which is the mofl

important one in India.

All the veffels fent out by tire company from

Europe to Alia touch at Batavia ; and except thofe

that go direcrly from Bengal to Ceylon, they are

laden in their return with all the articles of thofe

rich fales
5
which create among us fo much furprize

and admiration.

The expeditions to the different fea-ports of

India are hardly lefs ; perhaps they are more confi-

derable. European veffels are employed in this fer-

vice during the unavoidable flay they are obliged

to make in thefe remote feas.

This.
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This two-fold navigation is founded upon that B ° ° K

which connects all the Dutch fettlements with Ba- v—v—

J

tavia. Thofe that lie to the eaft are led from their

fituation, the nature of their merchandife, and

their wants, to keep up a more frequent corre-

fpondence with it than the reft. But all of them

are obliged to have pafs-ports. Any fhip belong-

ing to a private perfon, that fhould neglect this

precaution, which was taken to prevent fraudulent

trade, would be feized by the Hoops that are con-

tinually cruifing in thefe latitudes. When they

arrive at the place of their deftination, they deliver

to the company fuch of their commodities as they

have referved the exclufive trade of to themfelves,

and difpofe of the reft to whom they pleafe. The
Have-trade, conftitutes one of the principal branches

of the commerce laft mentioned, Six thoufand of

both fexes are annually carried to Batavia, where

they are employed in domeftic fervice, the cultiva-

tion of the lands, or manufactures. The Chinefe,

who cannot bring or invite over any of their country

women, make their choice among the ftaves.

To thefe articles of importation may be added

thofe brought every year, by a dozen Chinefe

junks, from Emoy, Limpo, and Canton. Their

cargo is valued at about three millions*, and con-

fifts of camphire, porcelain, filk and cotton fluffs,

which are ufed in Batavia and the reft of the Dutch

colonies ; of unwrought filks, which are bought

by the company when they are in any confiderable

quantity, or which, when they are but few of

131,250!;

them



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
them, are fold to thofe who chufe to fend them to

Macaffar or Sumatra, where the great have pagnes

made of them •, of tea,; which was formerly engroff-

ed by the company $ but is now given up to private

traders^ who fend it to Europe, where it is fold by

the company, who deducl: forty per cent, for the

freight. This tea is generally bad, and of the coarf-

eft quality.

The junks, which befides the aforementioned

articles regulary bring two thoufand Chinefe

to Java, who come thither in hopes of making

their fortunes, carry back flags' pizzles and the

fins of the fhark, which are reckoned among

the delicacies of the table in China. Another

article they receive in exchange from Batavia fa

tripam, to the annual amount of two thoufand

peculs. Each pecul, weighing a hundred and

twenty-five pounds, fells from twelve to forty

livres * according to its quality. It grows only

two feet from the fea upon the barren rocks of

the eaft, and of Cochin-china^ from whence it

is carried to Batavia, together with thofe birds'

nefls fo much celebrated all over the eaft which

are found in the fame places. A pecul of the

laft-mentioned merchandife fells from 1,400 to

2,800 livres -j~, and the Chinefe carry away one

thoufand. Thefe nefts are of an oval fhape, an

inch high, three inches round, and weigh about

half an ounce. They are formed by a fpecies

of the fwallow; its head, breafl, and wings are

of a fine blue, and its body milk white. They

* From ios. 6d. to il, 15 s, f From 61 1, 5s. to m\. 10s.

are
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dre compofed of the fpawn of fifh, or of a glutinous

froth which the agitation of the lea leaves upon the

rocks, to which they are fattened at the bottom and

on the fide. When feafoned with fait and fpices,

they make a nouriihing, wholefome, and delicious

jelly, and are an article of the higher! luxury at the

tables of the eaftern Mohammedans. Their white-

nefs conftitutes their delicacy. The Chinefe like-

wife carry away calin and pepper, though the com-

pany referved the exportation of thole articles to

themfelves. Their principal agents pretend, for

their own advantage, that thefe exportation s are not

prejudicial to the body which has intruded its inter-

efts to their management.

The traffic of the Chinefe at Batavia, beiides

the merchandise they export from thence, brings

them in fome ready money. This wealth is in-

creafed by the confiderable fums that the Chinefe

fettled at Java remit to their families, and by the

fums fooner or later amaffed by thofe, who, content

with their fortune, return to their own country, of

which they feldom lofe light.

The Europeans are not fo well treated at Ba-

tavia as the Chinefe. None are admitted there

as merchants, but the Spaniards. Their mips

come from Manilla with gold, which is the

produce of that iiland ; and with cochineal and

piafters brought from Mexico. They take in

'exchange, linens f6r their own ufe and that of

Acapulco ; but the principal article is cinna-

mon, the confumption of which is much in-

creafed by the general ufe of chocolate in the

new
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book new world, and the progrefs it is daily making

-*-v—' in Europe. Since the Englifh and French have

failed to the Fhillippines, the former branch of

this trade has considerably declined ; the latter

fuffered a change in the year 1759. Before that

time* cinnamon was fold to the Spaniards at a

moderate price ; but, at prefent, they are ex-

pected to give the fame that it bears in Eu-

rope. This innovation bccafions a coolnefs be-

tween the two colonies. The confequences of

this mifunderftanding have not come to our

knowledge.

All we know is, that the French hardly ever

go to Batavia but in time of war. They pur-

chafe rice and arrack there for the ufe of their

fhips and their fettlements, and make their pay-

ments for thefe commodities in filver, or bills

of exchange.

The Englifh are oftener feen there. All their

veffels coming from Europe to China put in at

this harbour under pretence of taking in frefh

water ; but in reality with a view of vending the

goods, which are the property of the fhips com-

pany, confifting of cloths, hard-ware, glaffes,

arms, Madeira wines, and Portugal oils. This

clandeftine trade feldom exceeds a million of

livres *.

Besides the Englifh veffels fent from Europe,

there are three or four belonging to the fame

nation, which are every year fitted out for Ba-

tavia from different parts of India. They have

* 43;75°L

attempted
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attempted to fell opium and linens there, but E ° ° K

have been obliged to difcontinue this importa- *

—

+—f

tion, which was too prejudicial to private in-

tereft to be permitted. Their trade is limited

to the purchafe of fugar, which they export to

all parts, and of arrack, prodigious quantities

of which are confumed in their colonies. Ar-

rack is a kind of brandy made of rice, fyrup

of fugar, and cocoa-tree, which, after being

fermented together, are diftilled. This is one

among other branches of trade which the Dutch

by their induftry have deprived the Portuguefe

of. The art of making arrack, which was ori-

ginally eftabliihed at Goa, has for the moft part

been transferred to Batavia,

An. imported or exported commodities pay

this city a tax of five per cent. The revenue

arifing from the cuftoms is farmed at the rate

of 1,828,000 livres*. The extent of the trade

muft not be eftimated by this rule, which, how-

ever, is always the moft to be depended upon.

The people in office pay what they think proper,

and the company pay nothing, as that would be

paying to themfelves. Though they are here,

as well as in other places, the only merchants

in the ifland, the profits arifing from the pro-

ductions peculiar to Batavia, do not defray the

expences of this celebrated mart, which amount

tO fix millions f. The manner

One of the articles of this expence, which ingtheaf-

j , -n -i . fairs of the
is undoubtedly very great, is the maintenance Dutch com-

pany in In?
* 79>975l« t 26.2,5001, diaj ana in

Of Europe.



254 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
of a council, which gives laws to all the fettle^

ments in India, and has the fole direction of

affairs. This council is cqmpofed of the go-

vernor of the Dutch Indies, the director-gene-

ral, five directors in ordinary;, and a fmall num-

ber of extraordinary counfellors, which laft have

no votes, and only fupply the place of the de-

ceafed counfellors in ordinary, till fuccefTors are

appointed.

The power of nomination to thefe offices is

vefted in the direction at home. They are open

to all who have money, or are relations or re-

tainers to the governor-general. On his demife,

the directors in ordinary provifionally appoint a

fucceffor, who feldom fails to be confirmed in his

employment. If the contrary happens, he i?

not admitted into the council ; but may enjoy

all the honours granted to the prefidents that retire.

The governor-general reports to the council

the ftate of all affairs in the ifland of Java: and

.each counfellor, that of the province intruded to

his care. The director has the infpection of the

cheft and magazines at Batavia, which fupply the

reft of the fettlements. All purchafes and all

fales are dire&ed by him. The fignature of the

company is indifpenfably necefrary in all com-

mercial transactions.

Though all points ought, ftrictly fpeaking.

to be decided in the council by a majority of

votes, the governor-general feldom fails to ex-

ercife an uncontrouled authority. This influence

is owinp- to the care he takes to admit non<
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but perfons of inferior abilities, and to the in-

tereft they find in making their court to him,

in order to advance their fortunes. If on any

occafion he meets with an oppofition that thwarts

his defigns, he is at liberty to take his own mea-

sures, making himfelf anfwerable for the confe-

quences.

The governor-general, like all the reft of the

.officers, is appointed only for five years, but

ufually holds his place during life. There have

formerly been inftances of governors-general who

jhave retired from bufmefs, to pafs their days

in tranquillity at Batavia; but the ill treatment

experienced from their fuccefibrs, has„ of late

years, determined them to remain in their poft

till death. They formerly appeared in great Hate,

but it was laid afide by governor general ImhofF,

as ufelefs and troublefome. Though all orders

of men may afpire to this dignity, none of the

army, and but few of the gown, have been

known to obtain it. It is always filled by mer-

chants, becaufe the -fpirit of the company is en-

tirely commercial, Thofe who are born in India

have feldom fufficient addrefs or abilities to pro-

cure it. The prefent prefident, however, has

never been in Europe.

The falary of this principal officer is but

(lender ; he has no more than two thoufand livres*

a month, and fubfiftence equal to his pay. The

greateft part of his income arifes from the liberty

allowed him, of taking as much as he pleafes

* 87I. 105.

from
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book from the magazines at prime coft, and from the

'

*—«—
' liberty he aflumes of trading to any extent he

judges convenient. The income of the coun-

fellors, members of the council, is likewife very

confiderable, though the company allows them

only four hundred livres * a month, and goods

to the fame amount.

The council meets but twice a week, unlefs

when fome extraordinary events require a more

ftrict attendance. They appoint to all civil and mi-

litary employments in India, except thofe. of the

writer and ferjeant, which they thought might

be left, without inconvenience, at the difpofal

of the governors of the refpeftiye fettlements.

On his advancement to any pail, every man is

obliged to take an oath, that he has neither

promifed, nor given any thing to obtain his em-

ployment. This cuftom, which is very ancient,

familiarizes people to falfe oaths, and proves no

bar to corruption. Whoever confiders the num-

ber of abfurd and ridiculous oaths neceffary to

be taken at prefent in moll countries, on being

admitted into any fociety or profeffion whatever,

will be Ids furprifed to find prevarication (rill

prevails where perjury has led the way.

All connections of commerce, not excepting

that of the Cape of Good Hope, are made by

the council, and the refult of them alway falls

under their cognizance. Even the mips that fail

directly from Bengal and Ceylon, only carry xo

Europe the invoices of their cargoes. Their

* 17I. IOS.

accompts,
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accompts, ,as well as all others, are fent to Ba-

tavia, where a general regifter is kept of all

affairs.

The council of India is not a feparate body, nor

is it independent. It acts in fubordination to the

direction eftablifhed in the united provinces;.

Though this is, in the ftric~t fenfe of the word, a di-

rection, the care of difpofing*of the merchandife

twice a year, is divided between fix chambers con-

cerned in this commerce. Their bulinefs is more or

lefs, according to the funds that belong to them;

The general affembly, which has the direction

of the bufinefs of the company, is compofed of di-

rectors of all the chambers. AmfLerdam nominates

eight ; Zealand, four ; each of the other chambers,

bne ; and the ftate but one. Hence we fee that

Amfterdam, having half the number of voices, has

only bne to gain to enable it to turn the fcaie,

where every qiieftion is to be decided by a majority

of votes.

This body, which is compofed of ieventeen

perfons, meets twice or thrice a year, during

fix years at Amfterdam, and two at Middle-

burg. The other chambers are two inconfidera-

ble to enjoy this prerogativei It having been

found by experience, that the fuccefs frequent-

ly depended on fecret intrigues, it was propofed,

about the middle of the laft century to chufe

four of the moft able of the feventeen depu^

tiesj and to inveft them with authority to re-

gulate all affairs in Europe and India, without

Vol. I. S the
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the confent of their colleagues, and without being

obliged even to afk their opinion.

It is true, their myfterious tranfadHons, and the

confequences of them, cannot long be kept a fecrct.

The fleet that returns at the end of the fumme/,

brings their books of accounts regulary from India.

They are compared with thofe in Europe. Th'e

general balance of the company's accounts are al-

ways publilhed in May. Every perfon concerned

knows what he as gained or loft. The gain is com-

monly confiderable.

The company's fund did not at firlt exceed

12,919,680 livres*; Amiterdani furnifhed 7,349,

830+; Zealand, 2,667,764]:; Delft, 940,000

§i Rotterdam, 354,80011; Horn, 533>73 6 **'

Enchuyfen, 1 ,07 3,550 -j-f.

This fund was divided into fums of 6,000 livres

+ j, which were called mares.

Their numbers were two thoufand one hun-

dred : fince 1692, however, the profits are divi-

ded into two thoufand one hundred and thirty.

It was then that the company, which had al-

ways been protected by the houfe of Orange,

and (till flood in need of its affiftanee, made

the ftadtholdcr a prefent of a revenue of thirty

fhares for life.

The ihares fell for ready money, or upor

credit, like merchandise. No other form is re

quifrte than to fubftitute the name of the buye 1

for that of the feller in the company's books

* &&16I f 3Mf£S.
!
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the only title by which they are held by the B ° ° K

proprietor. Avarice and the fpirit of commerce *—-v-
—

*

have invented another method of acquiring a mare

in this traffic. Perfons who have no flock to

fell, and who do not intend to buy, enter into

a reciprocal engagement that one of the parties

fhall deliver, and tliQ other receive a certain

number, at Rich a time, at a price agreed upon.

On the day fixed, they compute the difference

between the current price of the flocks and their

value when the agreement was made; they fettle

the balance of the account in money, and the

tranfactioil is over. The defire of gaining, and

the fear of lofmg by thefe fpeculations, is pro-

ductive of great anxiety. They invent good or

bad news ; they favour or oppofe the reports

of others ; they try to penetrate the fecrets of

the court, or to purchafe thofe of foreign mi-

niflers. Thefe claming iritefefls have often di-

flurbed the public tranquillity^ Matters have

even been carried to fucH a height, that the

public have been obliged to take meafures to

put a flop to the rage of flock-jobbing. The
moil efficacious method lias been to declare all

bargains of fale for time null and void 5 un-

lefs it appears, by the company's books, that

the feller was a proprietor at the time the bar-

gain was made. Men of honour hold them-

felves obliged to fulfil their engagements, not-

withflanding this law : but it is natural to think

that it mufl, and indeed it does, make thefe

tranfatlions lcfs frequent.

S 3 Ths
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The price of Hocks, which may be looked

upon as the true thermometer of the company,

has often varied. Injudicious or unfuccefsful

treaties, frefh competitions, accidents unavoida-

bly attending an extenfive commerce, the tran-

quillity or the difturbances of India, and of Eu-

rope in particular, have occafioned thefe changes*

For fome years the Handing price of Hocks has

been two hundred and forty per cent, more than

their original value. They formerly rofe as high

as fix. hundred and fifty per cent. So considera-

ble an advantage muft have greatly enriched the

original proprietors of thefe funds, and the fami-

lies that inherit them ; but the prefent purchafers

feldom get more than three and a half per cent,

intereft for their money. This remarkable prof-

perity has no parallel in hiftory. Let us try to

explain the caufes of it.

caufes of The earlieft fuccefs of the company was owing

riy
P
of the to their having the good fortune, in lefs than half

ompany,
^ century, to take more than three hundred Por-

tuguefe vehels. Thefe ihips, fome of which were

bound for Europe, and others for different fea ports

in India, were laden with the fpoils of Afia. This

wealth, which the captors had the honefly not to

meddle with, brought to the company immenfe

returns, or ferved to procure them. Thus the

fales were very confiderable, though the exports

were very modeate.

The decline of the maf'time power of the

Portugnefe, encouraged the Dutch to attack the

fettlements belonging to that nation^ and great-
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ly facilitated the conquefr. of them. They found

the forts ftrongly built, defended by a numerous

artillery, and provided with every thing that go-

vernment and the rich individuals of a victorious

nation might naturally be fuppofed to have col-

lected together for their protection. To form

a jufl idea of this advantage, we need only

confider what it has coil: other nations to ob-

tain permiflion to fix in an advantageous filia-

tion, to build houfes, magazines, and forts; and

to procure all the conveniences neceffary for their

fecurity, or their commerce.

When the company found themfelves in pofTef-

fion of fo many rich and well eflablifhed fettle-

men ts, ' they did not give way to a grafping ambi-

tion. They were defirous of extending their com-

merce, not their conqueffe. They can hardly be

accufed of any inftances of injuflice, except thofe

that feemed necefTary to fecure their power. The
earl was no longer a fcene of bloodfhed, as it had

been at the time, when thedefire of diftinguifhing

themfelves by martial exploits, and the rage ofma-

king profelytes, gave the Portuguefe a menacing

air wherever they appeared in India.

The Dutch feemed to have arrived rather to

revenge, and refcue the natives of the country,

than to enflave them. They maintained no wars

with them, but fuch as were necefTary to pro-

cure fettlements upon their coafls, and to oblige

them to enter into treaties of commerce. It is

true, thefe people received no advantage from

.them, and were deprived of a great part of

S 3 their
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° K their liberty ; but in other refpects, their new
V*-* ' mailers, rather lefs barbarous than the conquer-

ors they difpoiTefled, left the Indians at liber-

ty to govern thernfelves, and did not compel

them to change their laws, their manners, or

their religion.

By their manner ofpotting and diftributing their

forces, they contrived to keep the people in awe,

whom they had at firfl conciliated by their behavi-

our. If we except Cochin and Malacca, they had

nothing upon the continent but factories and fmalj

forts. The iflands of Java and Ceylon contained

their troops and magazines : and from thence their

fhips maintained their authority, and protected

their trade throughout India.

This trade became very considerable by tliQ

fpices falling into their hands, after the deftruc-

tion of the Portuguefe fettlements. The demand

for this valuable article has been more or lefs

extenfive, accoording to circumftances. At pre-

fent they fell every year a hundred and fifty

thoufand pounds of cloves in India, and three

hundred and fifty thoufand in Europe : the price

in both parts of the w^rld is fixed at ten livres*

a pound. Though the Dutch give no more than

eight fols and a few deniers
"f a pound, it coftsj

them four livres fix fols J, on account of charges

and deficiencies. India takes off no more than

a hundred thoufand weight of nutmegs, where-

as Europe confumes two hundred and fifty thou-

* 2a. 9<1. f About 8cl, lor <)d. % About 3s. 9c!.

fand.
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fand. It is bought at the rate of two fols B ° ° K

three deniers * a pound, and the neceffary ex- '——

'

pences bring it to two livres ten fols f. It

fells for i'cven livres ten fols J, on this fide the

Cape, and for no more than five livres twelve

fols §, on the other fide. This difference will

never induce any merchant to bring us the nut-

meg; becaufe the nuts that are lent all e^ref

Afia are mrivelkd, have nG oil in them, and

often decay. Ten thoufand pounds of mace is

iufficient for the fupply of India, a hundred thou-?

land for that of Europe. The prime coil is

fixteen ibis fix deniers
||
a pound, it rifes to five -

livers eight fols**, and is fold every where at

twelve livres fixteen -fols
-f-f-.

As for the cin-

namon, the confumption of it in Europe does

nut exceed four hundred thoufand weight, and

in India it does not amount to two hundred

thoufand ; the great-eft part of which is fent

to Manilla for the ufe of Spanifh America. It

is every where fold by the company at prefent,

at the rate of ten livres t^en fols JJ a pound,

though k does not cofl them twelve fols §§;

That which they refuie to purchafe, as being

too courfe, is made into oil. They make pre-

fen'ts of it to the powers of Afia wo do not

chufe to purchafe its and it fells here from about

twenty to fifty or fixty livres ^jf^f
an ounce. The

fmell is fo ftrong, and at the fame time fo agreeable,

* About 1 d. I f 2 s. 2d. J t 6 s. 6d. }
§ 4 s. rod. I ||Aboat8d.| ** About 4s. 8d |
ft About irs. 2d. i tt About 9 s. 2d. \ §§ About 6*1. -4:

\\ 17 s. 6d.-t4),2i. izs. 6U'.

S 4 that
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book that it would be commonly, if not univerfally

1—r-^ ufed, if the Dutch did not afk fo high a price

for it : it being more for their advantage to fell this

fpice in its original form.

We cannot conclude this important article with-

out obferving, that jn proportion as the company's

profits have decreafed, they have raifed the price of

fpiccs both in India and Europe. This though in

itfelf a bad expedient, has not injured in any great

degree the fale of cloves and nutmeg, for which

there is no fuccedaneum. But the cafe has been

otherwife in regard to cinnamon. A fpurious

kind has, in feveral markets, been fubftituted for

the genuine; and this branch of commerce is vifi-

bly on the decline, and will continue to be more

fo every day.

The company have fpared no pains to preferve

the exclufive trade of pepper, which they held

for fome time. Though their attem.ps have not

been quite fuccefsful, they have fo far- gained their

point, as to maintain a considerable fuperiority

over their competitors. The quantity they fell

of this article in Europe amounts to five mil-

lions weight, and three millions five hundred,

weight in India. The company purchafe it, up-

on the whole, at thirty-fix livres * a hundred

weight, and fell it to us at a hundred livres \%

and from forty-eight to feventy-two livres % to

the people of Afia,

In confequence of the fale of fpices, the greateft

part of the India trade muft of courfe fall into

* il. ns. 6d. f 4I. 7s.6d. + About %\. izs 6tl on au average.

- the
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the hands of the Dutch. The neceflity of export- book
jng them, gave the Dutch an opportunity of ap- * ' V .*

propriating to themfelves feveral other branches

of commerce. In procefs of time they became

mailers of the coafting trade of Afia, as they were

already of that of Europe. This navigation em-

ployed a great number of ihips and failors, who
without caufing any expence to the company con-

tributed to its fecurity.

By virtue of thefe fuperior advantages, they

were enabled,, for a long time, to prevent the at-

tempts of other nations to interfere in the Indian

trade, or to make them abortive. The produce of

this rich country came to the Europeans through

the hands of the Dutch ; who never experienced

thofe reflraints from their country, which have in

later times been impofed every where elfe. The
government, convinced that the proceedings of

other nations neither ought, nor could be a rule to

direct theirs, always gave the company leave to

difpofe of their merchandife at the capital freely,

and without referve. At the time this fociety was

initituted, the, United Provinces had neither any.

manufactures nor crude materials to work upon.

It was, therefore, no inconvenience, but rather a

point of great policy, to allow, and even en-

courage, the citizens to wear linens and fluffs

imported from India. The various manufac-

tures which were introduced into the republic,

in confequence of the repeal of the edict of

Nantz, might have induced them to lay afide

the thoughts of purchafing their cloathing from

4 &
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book fQ rern te a country ; but the fondnefs that pre-

4—«^—
' vailed in Europe at that time for French fafhions,

had given fo advantageous an opening for the

manufactures of the refugees, that they had not

the leaft idea of departing from the ancient chan-

nel. Since the high price of labour, the ne-

ceffary confequence of a redundancy of money,

has leifened the manufactures, and obliged

the nation to trade upon a frugal plan, India

fluffs have had a greater run than ever. Ir. was

thought that fewer inconveniences would arife

from enriching the Indians than the Englifti or

French, whole profperity would not fail to haften

the ruin of a ilate, the opulence of which is

only fupported by the rafhnefs, the djiputes, or.

indolence of other powers.

This wife conduct has retarded the decline

of the company j but the change is at laft ef-

fected, notwithstanding the flattering illufions of

an imaginary profperity. A detail pf facts will

jet this truth in a clear light,

Ws have feen ih?.t the original Rind of the

company, which has never been fince augment-

ed, was no more than 12,919,680 livres*. With

this (lender capital, they attacked the Spaniads

and Fortuguefe in the Indian feas, gained con-

quefts over thefe, then warlike nations, and over

the people of Alia, whofe numbers, at lead

rendered them formidable ; they formed maga-

zines, built cities, and erected forts without num-
.

.be-rj and eflablifhed or fupported their com-

merce
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merce by force of arms. Thefe amazing ex- B °° K

pences lafted from the fir ft inftkution of the V -»'-*>

company till the year 1665, the sera when all

their acquifitions were made, all their fettlements

formed. During this long and reftLcfs period,

tjie annual returns amounted to twenty and three-

fourths per cent.

The company had afterwards no occafion to fend

oue fleet after another into the eair, to affert the

dominion of thofe leas, to raife new armies to fub-

bue or awe their enemies, or to lavifh their blood

and treafure in fecuring their polfeffions. Their

operations were only thofe of a brifk and advanta-

geous commerce •, and, confequentiy, their divi-

dend, till the year 1728 jncreafed to about three

and twenty per cent. It has jince that time gra-

dually fallen to twenty, fifteen, and even lower,

A further reduction will in all probability take

place, and we fhall now ftate the reaibns upon

which this conjecture is founded.

It is demonftrated, that at the clofing of the

books in 1 75 1 , the capital of the companv in

India did not amount to more than 71,000,000

livres*, the fleet that was on its way to Eu-

rope Good them in 19,200,000-}-, and the vef-

fels fitted out for India in 3,000,000 of livres f.

They had a debt of 14,000,000 of livres § in

India, and were 22,400,000 livres |l in arrears

in Europe. Confequentiy the flock of the com-

* 3,106,2^01. t 840,0001. + 1-1,2501
§ 612,5001. 11980,0001.

pany
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book pany, exclufive of their fortifications, did not

exceed. 56,800,000 livres*.

Of this fum, inconfiderable as it was, there

were only 23,400,000 livres -j- in commercial

effects; that is to fay, ready money, merchan-

dife, and good debts. The remainder confifled

of bad debts to the amount of 3,000,000 |,

and of doubtful ones to the amount of 6,600,000

livres §; 8,000,000 livres ^[ allotted for provifion

for the table; 1,400,000*"* for brafs cannon;

for iron ordnance, bullets, and balls, 5oo,oco-f"j~;

for mulkets and ammunition 1,800,000 Xt » f°r

plate 2co,ooo §§ ; for ilaves 300,000 f^[ ; for

cattle and horfes 200,000 ***$' and for goods

entered from different parts of India for Bata-

via 11,200,000 livres •f-f-f'.

It remains to examine what profits the com-

pany have been able to make with fo weak a

capital. Their gains, as far as it is poffible to

compute them, annually amount to 25,400,000

livres j||, but their ordinary expences amount

to 18,600,000 §§§, and their dividend, fuppofing

^t to be twenty-five per cent, to 3,330,000^^";
confequently they have only 470,000**** livres

remaining, to defray the expences of war, the

lofs. of their magazines by fire, or their vefTels

by fea, and all that train of evils which human

prudence can neither forefce nor prevent.

* 2,485,0001. . f 1,023,7501. +131,2501.
•§ aSX, 7.5ol. % 350,0001. *.* 61,2501.

+ t 2i,3 7S l. ++ 78,700!. §6 8,7501.

11f i3> f 2Sl *** 8,7501. tft 490,0001.

itt 1,111,2501. §§§ 813,7501. to 145,6871. ios.

***.* 20,5621. 105.

This
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This ftate of the matter muft appear to thofe

who fee things at a diftance to have fo little proba-

bility, that we mould not have ventured to warrant

the truth of it, if we had not before us governor-

general MoiTel's correfpondence with the direction.

This difcerning and able adminiitrator confiders the

company as an exhaulted body that is fuftained by

cordials : it is, as he exprefles himfelf, a leaky vef-

fel, that is kept from foundering only by the pump.

This deplorable fituation, which will reduce the

company to the neceffity of borrowing money

upon their capital, or of leffening their dividend

dill more, if any new misfortune mould happen,

muft have had its caufes, and thofe too very confi-

derable. The mod obvious of all is the multitude

of petty wars which have followed each other with-

out interruption.

The inhabitants of the Moluccas had fcarce Reafonsof

recovered from the aftonifhment into which they ofA^c!^

had been thrown by the victories gained by the
pany*

Dutch over a people whom they looked upon

as invincible, when they grew impatient of the

yoke. The company, dreading the confequences

|

of this difcontent, made war upon the king of

Ternate, to oblige him to confent to the ex-

tirpation of the clove-tree every where except

in Amboyna. The iflanders in Banda were ut-

terly exterminated, becaufe they refufed to be-

come their flaves. Macaflar, in order to fup-

port their interefts, kept up a confiderable force

for a long time. The lofs of Formofa brought

on the ruin of the factories of Tonkin and Siam.

They
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They were obliged to take up arms to fupport the

exclude trade of Sumatra. Malacca was befiegecl,

its territory ravaged;,' and its navigation interrupt-

ed by pirates. Negapatan was twice attacked j

Cochin was engaged in refitting the attempts of

the kings of Calicut and Travancor; Ceylon has

been a fcene of perpetual diffrirbances ; which are

full as frequent, and ftill more violent at Java'j

where peace can never continue long, unlefs the

company will give a reafonable price for the com-

modities they require. They have engaged in

bloody contefls with an European nation, whofe

power in India increafes every day, and whofe cha-

racter is not that of moderation. All thefe wars

have proved ruinous, more ruinous indeed, than

might have been expected, becaufe thofe who had

the management of them only fought opportuni-

ties of enriching themfelves;

These notorious diffenfions have in man^ places

been followed by odious oppreffions; which have

been praftifed at Japan, China, Cambodia, Arra-

can, on the banks of the Ganges, at Achem, Cofo-

mandel, Surat in Perfia, at BafFora, Mocho, and o-

ther places. Moll of the countries in India are fil-

led with tyrants who prefer piracy to commerce,

who acknowledge no right but that of power, and

think that whatever is practicable, is juft.

The profits accruing to the company from the

places where their trade met with no interruption,

for a long time counterbalanced the lofles they

fuflained in others by tyranny or anarchy; but

other European nations deprived them of this

indemni-



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

indemnification. This competition obliged them

to buy dearer, and to fell cheaper. Their natural ad-

vantages might, perhaps, have enabled them to fup-

port this misfortune, if their rivals had not determi-

ned to throw the trade carried on from India to India

into the hands of private merchants. By this expref-

fion we are to underftand the operations neceffary to

tranfport the merchandife of one Country in Afia to

another; from China, Bengal, and Surat, for in-

ftance, to the Phillippines, Perfia, and Arabia. By

means of this circulation, and by a multiplicity of

exchanges, the Dutch obtained for nothing, or for a

trifle, the rich cargoes they brought to Europe.

The activity, oeconomy and fkill of the free mer-

chants drove the company from all the fea-ports

where equal favour was fhewn, Their flag was {eU

dom {ecu in the roads where eight or ten Englim

vefTels appeared.

This revolution, which fo clearly pointed out

to them what fteps they had to take, did not fet

them right with refpecx to a meafure that was de-

ftrudtive to trade. They had been accuftomed to

carry all their Indian and European merchandife to

Batavia, from whence it was diftributed among

the different factories who fold it to advantage.

This cuftom occafloned expence and lofs of time,

the inconveniences of which were not perceived

while their profits were fo enormous. When other

nations carried on a direcr trade, it became in-

difpenfably neceffary to relinquifh. a fyftem, not

only bad in itfelf, but imcompatible with circum-

ihnces. The dominion of cuftom, however, ftill

2 prevails

;
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K prevails ; and it was faid to be owing to the com-
*—T—' pany's apprehenfions that their fervants would make

an ill life of any innovation, that they did not adopt

a meafure, the neceflity of which was fo fully de-

monftrated.

This motive was probably nothing more thaii

a pretext which ferved as a cover to private inte-

reft. The frauds of the commiffaries were more

than winked at. The chief of them had for the

moft jVart been exact in their conduct* They

were under the direction of admirals who vifited

all the factories, were inverted with abfolute pow-

ers in India, and, at the conclusion of every voy-

age, gave an account in Europe of their admini-

ftration. In proportion as the government became

lefs active, the agents, who were not fo Strictly

watched, grew more remifs. They abandoned

themfelves to effeminacy, a habit of which is eafily

contracted in hot countries. It became neceSTary

to increafe the number of thefe agents: and no

one made a capital point of correcting au abufe,

which gave the people in power an opportunity of

providing for their dependents. They went to

Afia with a view of making a considerable fortune

in a Short time. Being prohibited from trading,

their appointments not being fumcient to main->

tain them, and all honeft ways of enriching them-

felves being Shut againSt them, they had reeourfe

to mal-practices. The company were cheated ifl

all their affairs by factors who had no intereit irt

their profperity. Thefe diforders grew to fuch a

height, that it was propqfed to allow a premium

of
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bffive per cent, upon all commodities fold or B ° ° K

bought, which was to be divided among nil the v—«-—

^

O ' C>

fervants according to their rankc. Upon thefe terms,

they were obliged to take an oath that their account

wasjuft. This arrangement lafted but five years; it

being found that corruption prevailed as much as

ever: the premium and the oath were aboliihed; and

from this period the ao-ents afk any confederation for

their trouble that their avarice dictates.

The contagion, which at firft infected the lower

factories, gradually reached the principal fettle-

mer.ts, and, at laft, Batavia itfelf. So great a fim-

plicity of manners prevailed there at firft, that the

members of the government ufually drtxTed like

common faiiors, and never wore decent cloaths but

in their council-chamber. This modefty was ac-

companied with fo difringuiilied a probity, that be-

fore the year 1650, not one remarkable fortune had

been made; but this unheard-of prodigy of virtue

could not be of long duration. We have feen

warlike republics conquer and make acquisitions

for their country, and fill the public treafury with

the fpoils of kingdoms. But we mall never fee

the citizens of a commercial republic amafs riches

for a particular body in the Hate, from which they

derive neither glory nor profit. The aufterity of

republican principles muft of courfe give place to

the example of the people of the eaft. This re-

laxation of manners was more fenfibly perceived in.

the capital of the colony, where the articles of

luxury that came from all parts, and the air of

magnificence it was thought neceffary to throw

Vol. I. T ro md
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round the adminiftration, introduced a tafte for

fhew. This tafte occaiioned a corruption of man-

ners; and this corruption of manners made all me-

thods of getting money alike indifferent. Even the

appearance of decency was fo far difregarded, that

a governor-general finding himfelf convicted of

plundering the finances without mercy, made no

fcruple ofjuftifying his' conduct by {hewing a carte

blanche figned by the company.

How could the conduct of the governors be re-

medied when their depravation could not be forefeen

in the infancy of the republic, where a purity of

manners and frugality prevailed? In thefe fettle-

ments of the Dutch, the laws had been made for vir

tuous men; other manners required other laws.

These diforders might have been repreffed in

their fir ft beginnings, if they had not naturally

made the fame progrefs in Europe as in Alia. But

as a river that overflows its banks collects more

mud than water in its pafTage, fo the vices which

riches bring along with them, increafe fafter than

riches themfelves. The poll of director, which

was at firft allotted to able merchants, was, at

length, vefted in great families, where it is held

with the magistracies, by virtue of which it was

firft procured. Thefe families, engaged in poli-

tical views, or in the fervice of adminiftration,

considered thefe pofts, which they had ravifhed

from the company, only in the light of a consider-

able income, or an eafy provifion for their rela-

tions; forne of them even as opportunities of

making a bad ufe of their credit. The bufinefs of

2 receiving
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receiving accounts, hearing debates and carrying B °
n
° K

on the moll important tran factions of the company, v—
i
—

'

was left to a fecrctary, who, under the plaufible title

of advocate, became the fole manager of all the af-

fairs. The governors, who met but twice a-year,

in fpring and autumn, at the arrival and departure

of the fleets, forgot the habit and track of all bufi-

nefs which requires a conftant attention . They were

obliged to repofe an entire confidence in a perfoa

appointed by the ftate to make extracts from all the

difpatches that arrived from India, and to draw up

the form of the anfwers that were to be returned.

This guide, who was fometimes incapable, often

bribed, and always fufpicious, frequently led thofe

whom he conducted to the brink of a precipice

where he left them to fall.

The fpirit of commerce arifes from intereft, and in-

tereft always cccaiions difputes. Each chamber wan-

ted to have docks, arfenals, and magazines, for the

fhips it was to fit out. Offices were multiplied, and

frauds were encouraged by fo wrong a proceeding.

It was a maxim in every department to furnifh

goods, as it had a right to do, in proportion to the

number of its mips. Thefe goods were not alike

proper for the places for which they were deftined,

and were either not fold at all, or fold to difadvantage.

When circumftances called for extraordinary

fupplies, a fpirit of puerile vanity, which is afraid

of betraying its weaknefs by confefHng its wants,

led them to avoid borrowing money in Holland,

where they would have paid only an intereft of

three per cent, and to have rccourfe to Batavia.,

\ T 2 where
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where money was at fix, or more frequently to-

Bengal, or the coaft of Coromandel, where it was

at nine per cent, and fometimes much higher*

Abufes were multiplied on all fides.

The ftates-general, whofe bufinefs it was to ex-

amine, every three years, into the ftate of the com-

pany; to fatisfy themfelves that they kept within

the limits afligned by their grant; to fee that juf-

tice was adminiftered to the perfons concerned;,

and that the trade was carried on in a manner that

was not prejudicial to the republic; mould have

put a flop to thefe irregularities, and ought to

have done it. Whatever their reafons might be,

this was never accomplifhed. In confequence of

this behaviour, they had the mortification to fee

the proprietors unite in conferring upon the laft

lladtholder the fupreme direction of their affairs

in Europe and India; without being aware of the

danger that might refult from the influence that a.

perpetual prefident of the ftate muft have over at

rich and powerful body. Notwithstanding this,,

the dividend is at this time larger, and the price of

flocks higher. A certain premature death has.

drawn a veil over the plan of reformation that had

been concerted. Neceffity will oblige them to

refume it, with fuch wife precautions, no doubt, -

as may prevent the abufe of that power, again ft

which they think themfelves bound to proteft.

Meafures The firfl flep muft be, to convince themfelves
that remain
to betaken that the government of the company is too com-

eftabiifh- plicated even in Europe. A direction vcfted in fo
mcnt of the i . -\ • r % i r f
company's many chambers, and in lucn a number or di-

affairs. o
rectors,
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rectors, mufi: be attended with infinite inconvenien-

ces. It is impoflible that the fame fpirit fhould

operate every where alike, and that thetranfactions

mould be carried on without receiving- a tincture

from the oppofite views of the perfons who conduct

them in different places, without concert or connec-

tion. Unity of defign, fo neceflary in the fine arts,

is equally advantageous in bufinefs. It will be in

vain objected, that it is the intereft of all democra-

tical ftates to divide their wealth, and to make the

eftates of the citizens as equal as pofiible. This

maxim, in itfelf true, is not applicable to a repub-

lic that has no territory, and maintains itfelf mere-

ly by its commerce. It will therefore be expedi-

ent that every article bought or fold mould fall un-

der one general infpection, and be brought into one

port. The favings that would be made, would be

the leaft advantage the company would receive from

this alteration.

From this place, which would be the center of

intelligence from all .quarters^ deputations might

be fent to enquire into, and correct abufes in the

remotefl parts of Alia. The conduct of the Dutch

towards the Indian princes, from whom they have

forcibly extorted an exclufiye commerce, will be

one of the fir ft .objects of their consideration.

They have, for a long time, behaved towards them

with an infolent pride; have attempted to learn

the fecrets of their government; and to engage

them in quarrels with their neighbours ; they have

fomented divifions among their fubjects, and fhewn

a diftruft mixed with animofity, they have obliged

T 3 them
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them to make facrifices which they never promifed;

and deprived them of advantages fecured to them

by the terms of capitulation. All thefe intolerable

ads of tyranny, oc.caiion frequent diflurbances,

which fometimes end in hoftilities. To reftore har-

mony, which is a talk that grows more neceffary and

more difficult every day, agents fhould be appoint-

ed, who to a fpirit of moderation join a knowledge

of the intereits, cuftoms, language, religion, and

manners of thefe nations. At preient, perhaps, the

company may be unprovided with pcrfons of this

character: but it concerns them to procure them.

Perhaps too they might find them among the fuper-

intendents of their factories, which they have every

reafon to induce them to abandon.

The difcerning part of the merchants of all na-;

tions unanimouily agree, that the Dutch fettle-

ments in India are too numerous: and that by

leflening their number, they would greatly reduce

their expences, without confining their commerce.

The company cannot pombly be ignorant of what

is fo generally known. One would be apt to think,

they were induced to continue the factories that

were chargeable to them, to prevent a fufpicion

that they were not in a condition to maintain them.

But this weak confederation mould fway them no

longer. All that deferves their attention, is to

make a due diftindtion between what it is conve-

nient to part with, and advantageous to retain.

They have before them a feries of fads and expe-

riments, which muft prevent any miftake in an

arrangement of fuch importance.
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In the fubordinate factories, which they may

think proper to continue for the advantage of trade,

they will demolim all ufelefs fortifications; they will

diilblve the councils eftablifhed from motives of of-

tentation rather than neceffity ; and they will propor-

tion the number of their fervants to the extent of

their bufinefs. Let the company call to mind thofe

happy times, when two or three fadtors chofen with

judgment, fent out cargoes infinitely more confider-

able than any they have received fince; when they

raifed amazing profits upon their goods, which, in

procefs of time, have been diverted into the pockets

of their numerous agents; and then they will not

hefitate a moment to return to their old maxims,

and to prefer a Simplicity which made them rich, to

an empty parade that ruins them. Thele.diforders

were owing to their own mifcondudt. The Euro-

peans, fettled in their colonies, lived in difgrace if

they were not engaged in their fervice. Every expe-

dient was tried to extricate themfelves from a itate of

•humiliation which it was impoflible to endure. The

fuperintendents fuffered themfelves to be corrupted;

and employments were multiplied without neceffi-

ty and without meafure Let them difcountenance

a prejudice, which in whatever light it is viewed, is

unjuft and prenicious; and the reformation we are

pointing out will eaiily be accomplished.

It will be attended with greater difficulties in

the large colonies. The company's agents there

are a more numerous, reputable, and in propor-

tion a more opulent body, and confequently lefs

difpofed to fubrnit to any regulations. It is, how-

ever,
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B ° ° K ever, neceffary to reduce them to order, fince the

V—

i

' abufes they have either introduced, or winked at,

mull fooner or later inevitably bring on the ruin of

the interefts over which they preiide. The mif-

management that prevails in the manufactories, ma-

gazines, docks, and arfenals at Batavia, and other

large fettlements, is fcarcely to be paralleled. The

mal-pradtices of the fuperintendents and fubordinate

oflicers are fo notorious, that according to the moil

favourable reprefentations, at leafl two-thirds might

be fayed if the buildings, works and repairs were

executed by contract.

These arrangements would lead to others frill

more coniiderable. At their firil rife, the com-

pany eftablifhed fixed and precife rules, which

were not to be departed from on any pretence,

or on any occafion whatfoever. Their fervants

were mere machines, the fmallcft movements

of which were wound up before-hand. They

judged this abfolute and unjverfal direction ne-

ceffary to correct: what was amifs in the choice

of their agents, who were moil of them drawn

out of obfcurity, and had not the advantage of

that careful education which would have enlarged

their ideas. The company themfelves did not

fuffer the lead variation in their own conduct,

and to this invariable uniformity they attributed

the fuccefs of their enterprizes. The frequent

misfortunes, which this fyflem occaiioned, did

not prevail with them to lay itafide; and they

always adhered obftinately to their firft plan.

In this they were not guided by reflection, but

followed
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followed a blind impulfe. At this time of the

day, when they can no longer commit errors

with impunity, it is necefiary they mould make

fome alterations. Tired of maintaining a difad-

vantageous ftruggle with the free traders of other

nations, they ihould refolve to leave the commerce

from one part of India to another, to private

perfons. This happy innovation would make

their colonies richer and more powerful. They

themfelves would reap more advantage from

the cufloms that would be paid in their fac-

tories, than they receive from the faint efforts

of an expiring commerce. Every thing, even

the mips that are too old to be fent to Europe,

would turn to account. The navigators in thefe

fettlements would be glad to make ufe of them

Jn thofe calm feas.

Perhaps the company might carry the plan

pf reformation ftill further. Would it not be a

proper fcheme to reiign the trade of linens ex-

ported to Europe to individuals? Thofe who are

acquainted with their tranfadtjons, know very well

that they gain no more than thirty per cent,

by this article, which is always fold to them at

a dear rate by their agents, though it is bought

with their own money. If we deduct from this

i profit, the averages, the intereft of advance-mo-

Iney, the falaries of the commifTaries, and the

ihazards at fea, the remainder will be very trifling.

'Would not twenty per cent, freight, which the

free merchants would readily give, be of greater

advantage to the company?

They
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They would then be releafed from the cares and

refcraints of their prefent commerce, and the port

of Batavia would be open to all nations, who would

load their ihips with the merchandife of Europe j

with the goods bought by the company, at a low

price3 of the India princes, with whom they carry

on an exclufive trade ; and with the fpices deftined

for all the fea-ports in Alia, where the confump-

tion would neceflarily increafe. The facrifice they

would make to the general'freedom oftrade, would

be amply rewarded by the certain, eafy and ad-

vantageous fale of fpices in Europe. The progrefs

of corruption would be ftopt by adhering to fo

plain a rule of adminiftration -, and order would

be eftablifhed on fuch firm grounds, that it would

require but little care to preferve it.

The necefiity of making the internal arrange-

' ments we propofe, is fo much the more urgent, as

the company are in imminent danger of lofing the

conftituent part oftheir power, and of having their

fpice trade taken from them.

It is confidently reported, that the clove-tree

is no longer to be found any where but at Am-

boyna ; but this is a miftake. Before the Dutch

got poffeffion of the Moluccas, properly fo call-

ed, all the iflands in this archipelago were co-

vered with thefe trees : they ordered them to bt

pulled up, and continue to fend two (loops, eacl

having twelve foldiers on board, with orders t(

deflroy them wherever they make their appear

ance. But not to lay any flrefs here upon th<

bafenefs of fuch avarice, which counteracts th<

bounty
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bounty of nature, thefe extirpators, with all their

indufhy, can only execute their commiffion upon

the coaft. Were three hundred men to be conti-

nually employed in traveling the forefts, they

would not be able fully to anfwer the intention of

their employers. The earth rebels againft this de-

valuation, and feems to refill the wickednefs of

men. The clove fprings up under the inftrument

that deftroys it, and mocks the unfeeling induftry

of the Dutch, who wiih to fee nothing grow but for

themfelves. The Englifh that are fettled at Su-

matra have, for fome years, fent cloves to their mo-

ther-country, which they obtain from the inhabi-

tants of Bali, who gather them in places where, it

is pretended, they no longer exift.

It is equally a miftake that the nutmeg-tree is

confined to Banda: it grows in New Guinea, and

in the iflands that lie near that coaft. The Ma-
lays, the only people who held any correfponcl-

ence with thefe fierce nations, have carried the

produce of this tree to Batavia ; the precautions

that have been taken to conceal the knowledge

of this fact have only ferved the more fully to

confirm it j . and its truth is fupported by fo many

atteftations, that it is impoflible to entertain a

,doubt of it.

If, however, the certainty of thefe facts fhould

be called in quefcion ; if either habit or tradition

fhould make it blieved that the Spaniards fettled

at the Philippine iflands could not, with great

advantage to themfelves, eafily procure the clove

and nutmeg-tree ; it muft on all hands be ac-

know-
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knowlcdged, that, in thefe remote feas, an event

has happened, which merits a ferious attention.

The ftrait of Lombok has been difcovered by the

Englifh: in confequence of this difcovery, they

have penetrated as far as SafFara, which lies be

tween New Guinea and the Molucca iilands. This

ifland is found to be in the fame latitude, to have

the fame foil, and the fame climate, with thofe that

porduce the fpices, and they have formed a fettle-

ment upon it. Is it credible that this active and

perfevering nation will lofe fight of the only object

they can propofe to themfelves from this fituation?

or that they will be difcouraged by the obftacles

they may meet with ? Could we fuppofe the compa-

ny fo little acquainted with the character of their

rivals, their fituation would no longer be doubtful

;

it would be defperate.

Setting afide this conteft between trading in-

terefts, the Dutch have reafon to be apprehenfive

ofone of a flower and more deftructive kind. All

circumilances, particularly their manner of con-

ducting their forces both by fea and land, confpire

to invite their enemies to attack them.

The company have a fleet of about a hundred

fhips, from fix hundred to a thoufand tons burthen.

Twenty-eight or thirty are annually fent out from

Europe, and a fmaller number returns. Thofe

that are not in a condition to return, make voyages

in India, where the feas, except thofe in the

neighbourhood of Japan, are fo calm, that weaker

vefTels may fail in thern with fafety. In times

of profound peace the mips fail feparately, but

on
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on their return they always form two fleets at the

Cape, which pafs by the Orcades, where two fhips

belonging to the Republic wait to convoy them to

Holland. In time ofwar this detour was contrived

to avoid the enemy's privateers ; and they continue

to make ufe of it in time ofpeace, to prevent con-

traband trade. It was found difficult to procure

failors who would encounter the cold Wafts of the

north, after being ufed to hot climates ; but this

difficulty was furmounted, by offering two months

pay extraordinary. This cuftom has been conti-

nued even when contrary winds and florins drove

the fleets into the channel. The chamber ofAm-
fterdam attempted but once to fupprefs it; but they

were in. danger of being burnt by the populace,

who, like the reit of the nation, difapproved of

the arbitrary proceedings of the company, and

lamented their exclufive privilege. The compa-

ny's navy is commanded by officers who were ori-

ginally failors or cabin-boys ; they are qualified

for pilots, and for working a fliip, but they have

not the leafl notion of naval evolutions ; not to

mention, that from the defects of their education

they can have no idea of the love of glory, or of

inculcating it into that clafs of men who are un-

der their command.

Their conduct is frill worfe with regard to

their land forces. Soldiers who have deferted

from every nation in Europe mav, indeed, be

expected not to want courage; but their pro-

vision and cloathing is fo bad, and they are fo

rnuch haraffed, that they have an averflon for

the
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the fervice. The officers, who, for the moil

part originally belonged to fome low profef-

fion, in which they got a fum fufficient to pur-

chafe their ports, are incapable of infufmg into

them a military fpirit. The contempt in which

a people purely commercial hold thofe whofe

fituation dooms them to an involuntary poverty,

together with their averfion for war, contributes

greatly to degrade and difpirit them. To thefe

feveral caufes of their inactivity, weaknefs, and

want of dicipline, may be fubjoined another,

which is equally applicable both to the land

and fea fervice.

There is not, perhaps, in the molt flavifh

governments fo difhonourable and iniquitous a

mode of raifmg feamen and foldiers, as that

which has, for a long time, been practifed

by the company. Their agents, called by the

people vendeurs d'ames (kidnappers), who are al-

ways bufy in the territories, and even beyond;

the boundaries of the republic, make it their
j

employment to entice credulous men to embark

for India, in hopes of making a confiderablc

fortune in a fhort time. Thofe who are allured b)

the bait are enrolled, and receive two months

pay, which is always given to their betrayer

They enter into an engagement of three hun-

dred livres*, which is the profit of the perfoi

that enliits them, who is obliged by this agree

ment to furnifh them with fome clothes wortl

about a tenth part of that fum. The debt i

* 13 1. 2 s. 6d.

fecure<
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fecurcd by one of the company's bills, but it is

never paid unlefs the debtor lives long enough to

difcharge it out of his pay.

A company which fupports itfelf, notwithstand-

ing this contempt for the military order, and with

foldiers fo corrupted, mould enable us to determine

the progrefs which the arts of negociation have

made in thefe latter ages. It has ever been necef-

fary to fupply the want of ftrength by treaties, by

patience, by moderation, and by artifice; but re-

publicans mould be well informed, that fuch a Hate

can only be a precarious one, and that political

meafures, how well foever they may be combined,

are not always able to refill the torrent of violence

and the neceffity of circumftances. The company

Ihould have troops compofed of citizens, which is

by no means impoffible. It never can infpire that

public fpirit, that enthufiafm for glory which it has

not itfelf. In this refpedt it is the fame with a

company as with a governmet, which ought to

form its troops upon thofe principles only that are

the bafis of its own conltitution. Oeconomy

and the defire of gain are the principles of ad-

miniftration adopted by the company. Thefe are

the motives that mould attach the foldier to their

fervice. As he is engaged in commercial expe-

ditions, he mould be allured of a reward propor-

tioned to the means he hath exerted in forwarding

their fuccefs, and his pay Ihould be made out to

him in flock. Then perfonal interests, far from

weakening the general intentions, will only ferve

to ftrengthen them.

If
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If thefe reflections fhouid not prevail upon the

company to alter this important part of their ad-

miniftration, let them at leaft be awakened by the

profpect of the dangers that threaten them. Ifthey

were attacked in India, they would be deprived of

their fettlements there in lefs time than they have

employed in wrefling them from the Portuguefe.

Their bell towns have neither covert ways nor gla-

cis, nor outworks, and would riot hold out a week.

They are never Hocked with provifions, though

they are always filled with warlike flores. There

are not more than ten thoufand men, whites and

blacks, to defend them, and their fhouid be dou-

ble that number. Thefe difadvantages would not

be compenfated by the refources of the navy.

The company has not a fingle vefTel of the line in

all its ports, and it would be impoffible to arm the

merchantmen as fhips of war. The lafgeft of

thofe that return to Europe have not one hundred

men; and if the men difperfed in all the fhips that

fail to India were collected, there would not be a

fufficient number to form one fingle fhip's crew.

Any man accuflomd to calculate probable events

would not fcruple to fay, that the power of the

Dutch might be annihilated in Afia, before the

ftate could come to the affiftane'e of the company.

The only bafis upon which this apparently gigan-

tic Coloffus is fixed, is the Molucca iflands. Six

men of war and fifteen hundred land forces would

be more than fufficient to fecure the conqueft of

them, which might be effected either by the

French or the Englifh
Ii
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If the French fhould form this enterprize, their book
fquadron might fail from the ifle of France, and* *—-%—

'

bear down upon Ternate, where a commencement

of hoftilities would give the firft intelligence of its

arrival in thofe feas. A fort without outworks,

and which might be battered from the mips,

would not make much reiiftance. Amboyna, which

formerly had a rampart, a bad ditch, and four

fmall baftions, has been fo frequently fubverted

by earthquakes, that it cannot be in a condition

to put a flop to an enterpriling enemy for two days.

Banda has its peculiar difficulties. There is no

bottom round thefe illands, and there are fuch vi-

olent currents, that if two or three channels which

lead up to it were miffed, the veffels would be

unavoidably carried away under the wind. But

this might be eafily prevented by the pilots of

Amboyna. There is nothing more to attack than

a wall without a ditch, or a covert way, defend-

ed only by four baftions in bad condition. A
fmall fort erected upon an eminence that com-

mands the place, could not defend itfelf four and

twenty hours.

All thofe who have feen the Moluccas, and

examined them attentively, agree, that they would

not hold out one month againft the forces we
have mentioned. If, as it is probable, the gar-

rifons, which are not half fo numerous as they

ought to be, and exafperated with the manner

in which they are treated, mould refufe to fight,

or fhould make but a feeble refiftance, the con-

quelt would be more rapid. To fecure it as firm-

Vol. I. U \y
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ly as it deferves, it would be neceffary to take

pofTefiion of Batavia ; a circumftance not fo diffi-

cult as it may feem to be. The fquadron, with

the foldiers that were not left in garrifon, and as

many of the Dutch troops as fhould have joined

the conqueror, with a timely reinforcement of eight

or nine hundred men, would infallibly accomplish

this enterprife, of which we fhall be convinced if

we have a juft idea of Batavia.

The moft common obflacle to the befieging of

maritime places is the difficulty of landing; which

is by no means the cafe at the capital of Java.

Governor-general ImhofF, who was apprized of this

circumftance, attempted in vain to remedy it, by

eonflrucling a fort at the mouth of the river which

embellifhes the city. If thefe works, erected at a

great expence by perfons ofno fkill, had even been

brought to perfection, they would not have im-

proved the fituation much: the landing, which

would have been made impracticable in one place,

would always have been open by meaner of feveral

rivers that empty themfelves into the road, and are

all navigable by floops.

The troops being once formed upon land would

find nothing but an immence city without a covert

way, defended by a rampart, and by fome low

and irregular baftions, furrounded by a ditch

formed on one fide by a river, and on the other

by fome marfhy canals, which might eafily be

filled with running water -, it was formerly de-

fended by a citadel i but Imhoff, by building

between the city and this fortrefs fome extenfive

a and
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and high barracks, intercepted the communica-

tion. He was afterwards told of this blunder, and

could think of no better way of rectifying it, than

to demolifh two half baftions of the fortrefs, look-

ing towards the city. Since that time they have

been joined to each other.

But if the fortifications were as perfect as they

are bad ; if the artillery, which is immenfe, were

directed by men of judgment ; if even Cohorn or

Vauban were fubftituted in the room of thofe un-

fkilful perfons, who have now the charge of their

works, the place could not hold out. It would re-

quire at leaft four thoufand men to defend it, and

their are feldom more than fix hundred. Neither

indeed are the Dutch fo ignorant as to place their

confidence in fo feeble a garrifon : they depend

much more upon the inundations they are able to

raife by opening the fluices that confine feveral

fmall rivers. They imagine that thefe inundations

would retard the operations of the fiege, and would

deflroy the befiegers by the diftempers they would

occafion. With a little more reflection they would

difcover, that the place muft furrender, before thefe

drainings had taken effect.

The plan of conqueft that France might form,

would equally fuit the intereft of Great Britain

;

with this difference, that theEnglifh would in the

firft place make themfelves mailers of the Cape

of Good Hope, an excellent harbour, which they

are in want of for their voyages to India.

The Cape may be attacked in two places : the

firft is Table Bay, at the extremity of which

U 2 the
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the fort is fituated. It is an open road, where

the violence of the fea is broken only by a fmalL

ifland, and is fo bad in the months of June,

July, Auguft, and September, that in 1722

twenty-five fhips were loft there, and feven in

1736. Though all navigators prefer it in the

other feafons of the year, on account of the

accommodations, they find there, it is probable

that a landing would not be attempted here,

becaufe the two fides of the harbour are co-

vered with batteries, which it would be ha-

zardous, and, perhaps, impoffible to filence.

Falfe Bay would undoubtedly be preferable,.

which though at thirty leagues diftance from

the former by fea, is yet no more than three

leagues from the capital on the land fide.

The landing would be effected quietly in this

place of fecurity, and the troops would gainy

without opposition, an eminence which com-

mands the fort. As this citadel, in other re-

flects confined, is only defended by a garrifon of

three or four hundred men at moil, it might be

reduced in lefs than a day's time by a few bombs.

The inhabitants of the colony difperfed through-

out an immenfe fpace, and feparated from each

other by deferts> would not have time to come to

its relief. Perhaps, they would not if it were

even in their power. We may be allowed to

fuppofe that the oppreffion under which they

groan, may make them wifh for a change of go-

vernment. The lois of the Cape would, per-

haps, render it impoffible for the company to con-

vey
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•vey to India the fuccours necerTary for the defence of r>

]7

o ^

their fettlements, or would .at leaft make thole fuc-
v—-v—

'

cours lefs certain and more expenfive. The Englim,

on the contrary,would draw great conveniences, and

•even immenfe advantages from this conqued, if

thefpirit of monopoly, which reafon and humanity-

will always oppofe, could once be laid aiide.

The Britiih colonies ofNorth America have iron,

wood, rice, fugar, and various other articles of

^confumption, which the Cape is entirely without.

They might be conveyed thither, and wines and

brandy received in exchange. The foil and climate

of this part of Africa are f© favourable sto the cul-

tivation ofthe vine, that an immenfe extent ofland

maybe allotted to it. If a regular confumption

could be eflablilhed, we mould foon fee a fpace of

two hundred leagues covered with vineyards.

Toleration, and the mildnefs ofthe government ; the

profpect of a comfortable fituation would attract

cultivators from all quarters. They would foon be

in a condition to furnifh wholefome and agreeable

liquors in plenty toBritifh America, and, perhaps,

the metropolis itfelf might one day be fupplied

from the fame plentiful fource with wine, which

it unwillingly purchafes from France.

If the republic of Holland -fhould not confider

as imaginary the dangers to which our love of the

general good of nations makes us apprehend her

commerce may be expofed, (he ought to omit

no precaution to prevent them. She mult con-

stantly keep in mind, that the company, from

its beginning to the year 1722, has received about

iifteen
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fifteen hundred ihips, the freight ofwhich amount-

ed in India to 702,366,000 livres*, and has been

fold in Europe for double that fum : that by fend-

ing 6,000,000. oflivres -j- into India, annual returns

of 40,000,000 J are procured, only the fifth part

of which at moll is confumed in the united provin-

ces; that at the renewal of each grant, the compa-

ny has given confiderable fums to the republic

j

that it has affifled the flate whenever it has flood in

need of arlifiance; that it has raifed a multitude of

private fortunes, which have prodigioufly increaf-

ed the riches of the nation; in fhort,*that it has

doubled, perhaps trebled the activity of the metro-

polis, by furnifhing it with frequent opportunities,

of forming great enterprifes.

The company ufuallypay to the ftate duties of

import for all the merchandife they receive from In-

dia. By a regulation of the 10th ofJuly 1677, they

are annually to pay 32,000 livres § in lieu of the du-

ties of export. They obtained the renewal of their

grant in 1743, with this formal flipulation, that the

republic fhould receive three per cent, upon the di-

vidend. It is thought, however, that the govern-

ment have a right to derive greater advantages from

an exclufive privilege of fuch importance.

It has always been acknowledged by ail nations,

whatever the form of their government might be,

that the eftates acquired in any country ought

to contribute to the expences of government.

*
30, 772,2621. iqs. f. 262,5001. + 1,750,000!

§ i)40ol.

Th<
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The reafon of this grand maxim is evident to

all capacities. Private fortunes are fo eflentially

connected with the profperity of the public,

that when the latter is injured the former muit

fuffer of courfe. Thus, when the fubjects of

a flate fcrve it with their fortunes or their per-

fons, they do nothing but defend their own pri-

vate intereft. The profperity of the country is

the profperity of each citizen. This maxim,

which is true in all governments, has a particular

propriety when applied to free focieties.

Further than this, there are bodies of men,

whofe intereft, either from the nature of thofe

bodies, their extenfive relations, or the variety

of their views, are more eflentially connected with

the common intereft. Of this kind is the India

company in Holland. The enemies to its trade

are enemies to the republic ; and its fccurity is

eflablimed on the fame bafis with that of the flate.

In the opinion of men of the bed difcernment,

the national debt has feniibly weakened the

United Provinces, and affected the general wel-

fare, by gradually increafing the load of taxes.

The republic can never be reftored to its origi-

nal fplendor, till it is releafed from the enor-

mous burthen under which it groans ; and this

relief can only be expected from a company,

which it has always encouraged, protected and

favoured. To place this powerful body in a

ikuation to render the higheft fervices to the

country, it will by no means be neceJary to

reduce the profits of the proprietors ; it will be

U 4 fufficient
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' ceconomy and iimplicity, and to that plan of

adminiftration, which laid the foundation of its

early profperity.

Former good A reformation fo neceffary will admit of
conduft of , , ,_. . r . • i
the Dutch, no delay. I his confidence is due to a govern-

prefeiude- ment which has always endeavoured to maintain
g^neracy.

a preat number of citizens within itfelf, and to

employ only a fmall part of them in its diftant

fettlements. It is at the expence of all Europe

that Holland has continually increafed the num-

ber of its fubjedts : the liberty of confcience al-

lowed there, and the moderation of the laws,

have attracted all perfons who were opprefledl

in feveral other places by a fpirit of intoleration

and the feverity of government.

The republic has procured means of fubfiftence

to all perfons who have been willing to fettle and

work among them : we have feen at different

times the inhabitants of a country ruined by war,

feeking fecurity and employment in Holland.

Agriculture could never be a considera-

ble object in Holland, although the land is

cultivated to as great a degree of perfection,

as poflible. But the herring fifhery fupplies the

place of agriculture. This is a new method of

fubfiftence, a fchool for feamen. Born upon the

waters, they plough the fea, from whence they

get their food : they grow familiar with ftorms,

and learn without rifque to overcome dangers.

The traffic of tranfport which the republic

continually carries on from one European na-

tion
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tion to another, is alfo a kind of navigation,

which, without deftroying men, fupplies them

with fubfiflence by labour.

In ftiort, navigation, which depopulates a part

of Europe, peoples Holland. It is as it were

the produce of the country. Her lhips are her

landed eftates, which fhe makes the moft of,

at the expence of the ftranger.

The elegant accommodations of life are known

in Holland without being an object of purfuit

:

tjie refinements of behaviour are adopted with

moderation ; thofe of caprice they are unacquaint-

ed with. A fpirit of order, frugality, and even

avarice prevails throughout the nation, and has

been carefully kept up by the government.

The colonies are conducted by the fame

fpirit. They are peopled in general with the

fcum of the nation, or with foreigners ; but rigid

laws, an equitable adminiuration, an eafy fubfift-

hnce, and ufeful labour foon infufe morals into

jhefe men, who were exiled from Europe, becaufe

hey had none.

The fame defign of preferving the popula-

jion prevails in the military fyftem ; the repub-

ic maintains a great number of foreign troops

n Europe, and fome in the colonies.

The failors in Holland are well paid; and fo-

eign feamen are conftantly employed either on

)oard their trading vefTels, or their men of war.

For the purpofes of commerce, it is necef-

ary that harmony mould be preferved at home,

nd peace abroad. No people, except the Swifs,

2 take



-o8 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
book ^k^ more care to keep on good terms with their

1—*~—
^ neighbours ; and they endeavour, ftill more than the

Swifs, to encourage peace among them. The re-

public preferves unanimity among her citizens, by

very excellent laws, which prefcribe the duties of

every ftation, by a fpedy and difinterefted admini-

ftration of juftice, and by regulations admirably

well adapted to the merchants. She has fhewn the

opinion me entertains of the neceflity of good faith

by her obfervance of treaties, and has endea-

voured to inculcate the fame principle among

individuals.

In a word, we know of no nation in Europe

that has confidered better what its united advan-

tages of lituatioh, ftrength, and population al-

low it to undertake, or that has known and fol-

lowed more effectually the means of increasing both

its population and its ftrength. We know of

none, which having fuch objects as an exten-

five commerce and liberty, mutually attracting

and fupporting each other, hath conducted itfelf

in a better manner for the prefervation of both the

one and the other.

But how are thefe manners already changed

and degenerated from the purity of a repub-

lican government! Perfonal interefts, which be-

come laudable by being combined, are now to-

tally felfifh, and corruption is become general.

There is no patrjptifm in that country, which

above all others in the univerfe ihould infpire

its inhabitants with more ftedfaft attachments.

In reality, what patriotic fentiments might we
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not expect from a nation that can fay to itfelf, This B °
n
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land which I inhabit, has been fertilized by me; it is '
'

'

- 1 who have embellifhed, who have created it. This

threatening fea, which dc ; uged all our plains, rages

in vain againft the powerful dikes I have oppofed

to its fury. I have purined this air which ftagn ant

waters had filled with fatal exhalations. It is by

my means that fuperb cities ftand now upon the

flime and mud, over which the ocean once rolled its

waves. The ports I have conftructed, the canals I

have digged, received the productions of the whole

univerfe, which I difpenfe at pleafure. The in-

heritances of other nations are only poffeilions

which man difputes with man ; that which I

fhall leave to my pofterity, I have ravimed from

the elements which confpired againft my territory,

and am now the mailer of it. It is here that

I have eftablifhed a new arrangement of nature,

a new fyftem of manners. I have done every

thing where there was nothing. Air, land, go-

vernment, libertv, all thefe are my works. I

enjoy the gioiy of the paft •, and when I call

a look into futurity, I fee with fatisfaction that

my afhes will reft quietly on the fame fpot where

mv fore-fathers faw the breaking: of ftorms.

Whai motives thefe for idolizing one's coun-

try ! Yet there is no longer any public fpirit in

Holland : ic is a whole, the parts of which have

no other relation among themfelves than the fpot

they occupy. Meaiinefs, bafenefs and difnonefty

characterile now the conquerors of Philip, They

make a traffic of their oath, as of their mer-

chandife

;
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•—nr—' the univerfe, which they had aftonifhed by their

induftry and by their virtues.

.Ye unworthy members of th,e government, un-

der which ye live, fhudder at leaft at the dan-

gers that furround you ! Thofe who have 11a-

vifli fouls are not far removed from flavery.

The facred fire of liberty can only be kept up by

chafte hands. Ye are not now in the fame ftate

of anarchy, as when the fovereigns of Europe

all equally oppofed by the nobles in their re-

fpeetive ftates, could not carry on their defigns

either with fecrecy, unanimity or rapidity; as

when the equilibrium of the feveral powers was

merely the effect" of their mutual debility. At

prefent, power grown more independent, confirms

thofe advantages to a monarchy which a free ftate

can never enjoy. What have republicans to op-

pofe to fuperiorky fo formidable? Their virtues

;

but ye have loft them. The corruption of your

manners, and of your magiftrates, encourages

every where the detractors of liberty ; and, per-

haps, your fatal . example is the means of im7

pofing a heavier yoke on other nations. What
anfwer would you wifh us to make to thofe men

?

who, either from the prejudice of education or

the want of honefty, are perpetually telling us;

This is- the government which you extol fo much

[n your writings ; thefe are the happy confe-

quences of that fyfiem of liberty you hold fo

dear. ' To thofe vices which you have laid to

the charge of dcfpotifm, they have added ano-

ther*
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ther, which furpaffes them all, the inability to B °° K

ftop the progrefs of evil. What anfwer can be gi- v—v

—

\

ven to fo fevere a fatire on democracy ?

Industrious Hollanders ! ye who were formerly

fo renowned for your bravery, and are at prefent fo

diiVmguiihed by your wealth, tremble at the idea of

being again reduced to crouch under the rod you

have broken, and which ftill hangs over you.

Would you learn how the fpirit of commerce may

be united and preferved with the fpirit of liberty ?

View from youi mores that ifland, and thofe people,

whom nature prefents to you as a model for your

imitation. Keep your eyes conftantly fixed upon

England : if the alliance of that kingdom has been

your fupport, its conduct will now ferve you as an

inftru&or, and its example as a guide.

BOOK
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Book iil

Settlements, 'Trade, and Cvnquejls of the Englijfj

in the Ea/i Indies-,

book
in.

Sketch of

the ancient

ftate of the

EnglHh
commerce.

E know nothing either of the period irl

which the Britifh ifles were peopled, nor

of the origin of their flrft inhabitants. All we

can learn from the moil authentic hiftorical re-

cords is, that they were fucceffively vifited by the

Phoenicians, the Carthaginians, and the Gauls.

The traders of thefe nations ufed to go there to

exchange earthen veffels, fait, all kinds of iron,

and copper inftruments, for fkins, Haves, houndsj

and bull-dogs, and efpecially for tin. Their pro-

fits were jufl what they pleafed in their dealings

with favages equally ignorant of the value of what

they fold or bought.

A loose fpeculation would lead us to imagine,

that iflanders have been the firft civilized people

among mankind. Nothing puts a Hop to the ex-

curfions of people living on a continent : they may

get their livelihood and avoid fighting at the fame

time. In iflands, war, and the inconveniences of

a too limited fociety, mould fooner make laws and

treaties necefTary. But whatever is the reafon of

it, we generally fee the manners and the govern-

ment
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ment of iilanders formed later and more imper-

fectly than others. All the traditions refpedling

Britain, particularly confirm this affertion.

The Roman empire was not fufficiently dura-

ble, and too eagerly difputed, to improve in any

confiderable degree the induflry of the Britons.

Even the fmall progrefs that husbandry and the

arts had made during this period, was loft as foon

as that haughty power had determined to abandon

this conquer!:. The fpirit of ilavery which the

fouthern inhabitants of Britain had contracted, de-

prived them of the courage necefTary to refill at

firft the overflowings of their neighbours the Pidts,

who had faved themfelves from the yoke by flying

towards the north of the iiland, and prevented them

afterwards from being able to oppofe the more de-

ftrudtive, more obitinate and more numerous ex-

peditions of plunderers that poured in fvvarms from

the more northern parts of Europe.

All nations were affedted with this dreadful

plague, the moft deftrucHve, perhaps, that ever

was recorded in the annals of the world ; but the

calamities which Great Britain particularly expe-

rienced are inexpreflible. Every year, feveral

times even in a year, her countries were ravaged.,

her houfes burnt, her women raviihed, her temples

ftripped, her inhabitants maffacred, put to torture,

or enilaved. All thefe misfortunes fucceeded each

other with inconceivable rapidity. When the

country was fo far destroyed that nothing remained

to glut the avidity of thefe barbarians, they

feized on the land itfelf. One nation fucceeded

another.
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another. One troop fupervening, expelled or ex-

terminated the one that was already eftablifhed

;

and this fucceffion of revolutions constantly kept

up indolence, miftruft and mifery; In thefe dis-

piriting times, the Britons had fcarce any commer-

cial connection with the continent. Exchanges were

even fo rare amongft them, that it was neceffary to

have witne'ffes for the fale of the leaft trifle.

It might have been expected that the union of

the two kingdoms would have put a flop to thefe

calamities ; when William the Conqueror fubdued

Great Britain a little while after the middle of the

eleventh century. His followers came from coun-

tries rather more civilized, more active, and more

induftrious, than thofe they came to fettle in. Such

a communication ought naturally to have rectified

and enlarged the ideas of the conquered people.

The introduction of the feudal government occa-

fioned fo fpeedy and fo complete a revolution in

matters of property, that- every thing was thrown

into cohfufion;

The minds of men were fcafcely fettled, and

the conquerors and the conquered had but juft

begun to confider themfelves as one and the fame

people, when the abilities and ftrength of the na-

tion were engaged in fupporting the pretentions

of their fovereigns to the crown of France. In

thefe obflinate wars, the Englifh difplayed military

talents and courage; but after feveral great ef-

forts, and considerable fuccefs, they were forced

back into their ifland, where domeftic troubles ex-

pofcd them to frefh calamities.

During
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DurinO thefe different periods, the whole com-

merce was in the hands of the Jews and the bankers

of Lombardy, who were alternately favoured and

robbed, considered as ufeful perfons, and condemned

to death, expelled and recalled : thefe tumults were

increafed by the audacity of the pirates, who being

fometimes protected by the government, with which

they fhared their fpoils, attacked all fhips indifcri-

minately, and frequently fank their crews. The in-

terefl of money was at fifty per cent. Leather, furs,

butter, lead, and tin were the only things exported

from England at a very moderate rate, and thirty

thou fand facks of wool, which returned annually a

more coniiderable fum. As the Englifh were then

totally unacquainted with the art of dying this wool,

and manufacturing it with elegance, the greater!:

part of this money returned. To remedy this in-

convenience, foreign manufacturers were invited,

and the people were prohibited from wearing

any cloaths that were not of home manufacture.

At the fame time, the exportation of manufac-

tured wool and wrought iron was forbidden; two

laws altogether worthy of the age in which they

were inftituted.

Henry VII. permitted the barons to difpofe

of their lands, and the common people to

buy them. This regulation diminilhed the ine-

quality which fubfifted before between the for-

tunes of the lords and their vaffals ; it made the

latter more independent, and infpired the people

with the defire of enriching themfelves, and with

the hope of enjoying their riches. There were

Vol. I. X many
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many obftacles to this wilh, and this hope ; fome
of which were removed. The company of mer-

chants eftablifhed at London was prevented from

exacting in future the fum of one thoufand

five hundred and feventy-five livres* from

each of the other merchants in the kingdom, de-

firous of trading at the great fairs of the low coun-

tries. In order to fix a greater number of people

to the labours of hufbandry, it was enacted,, that

no perfon mould put his fon or daughter out to

any kind of apprenticefhip, without being pof-*

feffed of a rent of twenty-two livres ten fols-f- in

landed property: this abfurd law was afterwards

mitigated.

Unfortunately that law which regulated the

price of all forts of proviftons, of woollens, of work-

men's wages, of fluffs, and of cloathing, was main-

tained in its full force. Other impediments even

were thrown in the way of commerce, on account

of fome pernicious combinations that were fet on

foot. The loan of money at intereft, and the pro-

fits of exchange were ftrictiy prohibited, as ufuri-

O'lis in themfelves, or calculated to introduce

ufury. The exportation of money in any kind of

coin was forbidden ; and, in order to prevent fo-

reign merchants from carrying it clandeftinely

away, they were compelled to change into Engiifli

merchandife the entire produce of the goods they

had brought into England, The exportation of

horfes was likewife prohibited; and the people

'were not fufficiently enlightened to difcover that

*681. 1 8s. id.

|

f Near 20s,

fuch
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fuch a prohibition would neceffarily caufe the pro-

pagation and improvement of the fpecies to be ne-

gle&ed. At length corporations were eftabliftied

in all the towns -, that is to fay, the ftate authorifed

all perfons of the fame profeffion, to make fuch

regulations as they lliould think necefTary for their

exclufive preferyation and fuccefs. The nation is

ftill oppreiTed with a regulation fo contrary to ge-

neral induftry, and which reduces every thing to a

kind of monopoly.

Upon considering fuch a number of Strange laws,

we might be induced to think that Henry was either

indifferent about the profperity of his kingdom, or

that he was totally deficient in understanding. Ne-

yerthelefsj it is certain that this prince, notwith-

standing his extreme avarice, often lent consider-

able fums of money, without interest, to merchants

who had not property Sufficient to carry on the

fchemes they had planned : befides, the wifdom of

his government is fo well confirmed, that he is ac-

counted, with reafon, one of the greateft monarchs

that ever filled the throne of England. But, not-

withstanding ail the efforts of genius, it requires a

fucceffion of feveral ages before any fcience can be

reduced to fimple principles. It is the fame thing

with theories as with machines, which are al-

ways very complicated at Brft9 and which are only

freed in the courfe of time by obfervation and ex-

;

perience, from thofe ufelefs wheels which ferved

merely to increafe their friction.

The knowledge of the fucceeding reions was not

much more extenfive upon thofe matters we are

X z treating
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' were the only good workmen in that country •, they

were almoil always infulted and oppreSfed by the

Engliih workmen, who were jealous without emu-

lation : they complained that all the cuftomers went

to the Flemings, and they raifed the price of corn.

The government adopted thefe popular prejudices,

and forbad all Strangers to employ more than two-

workmen in their fhops. The merchants were not

better treated than the workmen, and thofe even

who were naturalized, were obliged to pay the fame,

duties as aliens. Ignorance was fo general, that the

cultivation of the beft lands was neglected, in order

to convert them into pafture lands, even at the

time that the number of fheep, which might be in

one flock, was retrained by the laws to two thou-

fand. All mercantile correfpondences were con-

fined in the low countries. The inhabitants of

thefe provinces bought the Engliih commodities,

and circulated them through the different parts of

Europe. It is probable that the nation would not

have made any confiderable figure for a long time,

without a concurrence of favourable circumftances.

The Duke of Alva's cruelties drove feveral able

manufacturers into England, who carried the art of

the fine Flemifh manufactures to London. The per-

secutions which the Proteflants Suffered in France

Supplied England with workmen of all kinds. Eli-

zabeth, impatient of contradiction, but knowing

and defirous of doing what was right, at once des-

potic and popular, with the advantages of a good

underilanding, ' and of being properly obeyed,

availed
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availed herfelf of the fermentation of people's B °
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minds, as prevalent throughout all her dominions as
'—-—

'

through the reft of Europe -, and while this fermen-

tation produced among other people nothing but

theological difputes, and civil or foreign wars •, in

England, it gave rife to a lively emulation for com-

merce, and for the improvement of navigation.

The Englifh learned to build their fhips at home,

which they bought before of the merchants of Lu-

bec .and Hamburgh. They were foon the only per-

fons who traded to Mufcovy by the way of Archan-

gel juft difcovered ; and they prefently became com-

petitors with the Hanfe towns in'Germany
5
and in the

north. They began to trade with Turky. Several

of their navigators attempted, though in vain, to

difcover a pafTage to India by the northern feas.

At length Drake, Stephens, Cavendifh, and fome

others, reached that place, fome by the fouth fea,

and others by doubling the Cape of Good Hope.

The fuccefs of thefe voyages was fufncient to Firftvoy-

t 'i nil T r ages of the

determine the molt able merchants or London to Engine to

•eftablifh a company in the year 1 600 ; which ob-

tained an exclufive privilege of trading to the Eaft

Indies. The act which granted this privilege,

fixed it for fifteen years : it declared, that if it

mould prove injurious to the ftate, it mould be

annulled, and the company fuppreffed, by giving

two years previous notice to its members.

This claufe of referve was owing to the dif-

pleafure the commons had lately fhewn on account

of a grant, the novelty of which might pofiibly

offend them. The queen had returned to the

X 3 houfe,

India.
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K houfe, and had fpoken on this occafion in a man*

J—v

—

J ner worthy to ferve as a leffon to all fovereigns.

" Gentlemen," faid (he to the members of the

houfe commiffioned to return her thanks, " I am
<{ extremely fenfible of your attachment, and of the

" care you have taken to give me an authentic

" teftimony of it. This affection for my perfon had

" determined you to apprize me of a fault I had

V inadvertently fallen into from ignorance, but in

" which my will had no (hare. If your vigilance

" had not difcovered to me the mifchiefs which my
" miflake might have produced, what pain ihould

" I not have felt—I, who have nothing dearer to.

" me than the affection and prefervation of my peo-

" pie ? May my hand fuddenly wither, may my
" heart be ftruck at once with a deadly blow, be-

(i fore I fhall ever grant particular privileges that

t6 my lubjects may have reafon to complain of !

" The fplendour of the throne has not fo far daz-

<c zled my eyes, that I mould prefer the abufe of

lt an unbounded authority to the u|e of a power

" exercifed byjuftice. The brilliancy of royalty

" blinds only thofe princes who are ignorant of the,

st duties that, the crown impoles. I dare believe

kt that I mall not be ranked among fuch monarchs.

,

*' I know that I hold not the fcepter for my own
u proper advantage, and that I am entirely devoted
cS to the fociety, which has put its confidence in

€i me. It is my happinefs to fee that the irate has

t
5 hitherto prcTpeied under my. government;

4C and that my fubjecls are worthy that I ihould

*
v
* yield up my crown and my life for their fakes,

4 " Impute
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" Impute not to me the improper meafures I may
" be engaged in, nor the irregularities which may
i( be committed under the fanction of my name.

" You know that the minifiers of princes are

" too often guided by private interefts, that truth

" feldom reaches the ears of kings, and that obliged

(i as they are, from the multiplicity of affairs they

f* are laden with, to fix their attention on thofe which

" are of the greateft importance, it is impoffible

" they fhould fee every thing with their own eyes."

The funds of this company were, at firft, far

from being conficlerable. Part of them was ex-

pended in fitting out a fleet of four mips which

failed in the beginning of the year 1601 •, and the

reft was fent abroad in money and merchandife.

Lancaster, who commanded the expedition,

arrived the year following at the port of Achen,

which was at that time a celebrated mart. In-

telligence was received of the victories gained by

the Englifh over the Spaniards at fea ; and this in-

telligence procured him a very diftinguifhed re-

ception. The king behaved to him in the fame

manner as if he had been his equal •, he ordered

that his own wives richly habited, mould play fe-

veral airs in his prefence, on a variety of instru-

ments. This favour was followed by all the com-

pliances that could be wifhed for to facilitate the

eitablifhment of a fafe and advantageous commerce*

The Englifh. admiral was received at Bantam in

the fame manner as at the place where he firft

}anded ; and a fhip which he had difpatched to the

Molucca illandsj brought him a. considerable cargo

X 4 of
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K °^ c^oves an^ nutmegs. With thefe valuable

!—«
—

' fpices, and the pepper he took in at Java and Su-

matra, he returned fafe to Europe.

This early fuccefs determined thefociety who had

intrufted their interefts in the hands of this able man,

to form fettlements in India ; but not without the

confent of the natives. They did not wifh to begin

with conquerfo. Their expeditions were nothing

more than theenterprifes of humane and fair traders.

They made themfelves beloved: but they gained

nothing by this good impreffion, except a few fac-

tories, and were in no condition to fuftain the at-

tempts of their rivals, who were very formidable.

The Portuguefe and Dutch were in poffeffion of

large provinces, well fortified places, and good

harbours. By thefe advantages their trade was

fecured againfl the natives of the country, and

againfl new competitors; their return to Europe

was rendered eafy ; and they had opportunities of

getting a good fale for the commodities they car-

ried to Afia, and to purchafe thofe they wanted at

a moderate price. The Engliih, on the contrary,

expofed to the caprice of feafons and of people^

having no ftrength, or place of fecurity, and de-

riving their fupplies from England only, could

not carry on an advantageous trade. They found

how difficult it was to acquire great riches without

great injuftice, and that if they would furpafs or

even equal the nations they had cenfured, they

muft purfue the fame conduct:.

The plan of forming lading fettlements, and of

attempting conquefts, feemed too great to be ac-

2 complifhed
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complifhed by the forces of an infant fociety : but B °
n
° K

they flattered themfelves that they fhould meet with *—«

—

£

protection, becaufe they thought themfelves ufeful.

They were difappointed in their expectations. They

could obtain nothing from James I. a weak prince,

infected with the falfe philofophy of his age, of a

fubtile and pedantic genius, and better qualified to

be at the head of an univerfity than to prefide over

an empire. By their activity, perfeverance, and ju-

dicious choice of officers and factors, the company

provided thofe fucconrs which were refufed them by

! their lbvereign. They erected forts, and founded

;

colonies in the iflands of Java, Poleron, Amboyna,

and Banda. They likewife fhared the fpice-trade

with the Dutch, which will always be the moil cer-

tain branch of eaftern commerce, becaufe the ob-

jects of it are become neceffary articles of life. It

was of more importance at the time we are fpeaking

of, becaufe the luxury which arifes from caprice

had not then made fo much progrefs in Europe as

I it has done fince, and becaufe there was not

that prodigious demand for India linens, fluffs,

: teas, and Chinefe varnifh, that there is at pre-

fent.

The Dutch, who had driven the Portuguefe otfputesfce-... tween the

from the ipice-iflands, never intended to fuffer a EngUihand

r '
Dutch.

nation to fettle there, whofe maritime force, cha-

• racter, and government, would make them formi-

clable rivals. They had many advantages on

their fide, fuch as powerful colonies; a well exer-

cifed navy, firm alliances, a great fund of wealth,

a knowledge of the country, and of the principles

and
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and details of commerce, which the Englifh want^

ing, were attacked in all poftible ways.

The firft ftep their rival took was to drive them

from the fertile places where they had formed fet-

tlements. In the i&ands where their power was lefs

eftablimed, they endeavoured, by accufations, equals

ly void of truth and decency, to make them odious

to the natives of the country. Thefe fhameful ex-

pedients not meeting with all the fuccefs the Dutch

expected, tjiofe avaritious traders refolved to pro-

ceed to acts of violence. An extraordinary occa^

fion brought on the commencement of hoftilities

fooner than was expected.

It is a cuftom at Java for the new married women

to difpute with their hufbands the firft favours of

love. This kind of conteft, which the men take a

pride in terminating immediately, and the women in

protracting as long as poffible, fometimes lafts ieveral

weeks. The kins; of Bantam having overcome the

refiftance of a new bride, made public entertainments

in celebration of his triumph. The ftrangers in the

harbour were invited to thefe festivals. Unhappily

for them, the Englifh were treated with too much

diftinction. The Dutch looked with a jealous eye

upon this preference, and did not defer revenge a

moment. They attacked them on all fides.

The Indian ocean became, at this period, the!

fcene of the mod bloody engagements between 1

the maritime forces of the two nations. They

fought out, attacked, and combated each othei

with the fpirit of men who chofe to conquer oil

die. Equal courage appeared on both fides, biv

ther<
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there was a difparity in their forces. The Englim

were on the point of being overcome, when fome

moderate people in Europe, which the flames of

war had not reached, endeavoured to find out the

means of accommodating their differences. By an

infatuation, which it is not eafy to explain, the

very ilrangeft of all was adopted.

In 1619 the two companies iigned a treaty, the

purport of which was, that the Molucca ifiands,

Amboyna, and Banda, mould belong in common
to the two nations: that the Englifh fhould have

one third, and the Dutch two thirds of the produce

at a fixed price: that each, in proportion to their

intereft, mould contribute to the defence of thefe

iflands : that a council compofed of fkilful men of

both parties, fhould regulate all the affairs of com-

merce atBatavia: that this agreement, guaranteed

by the refpeclive fovereigns, fhould lafl twenty

years -, and that if any differences fhould arife dur-

ing this interval, that could not be fettled by the

two companies, they fhould be determined by the

king of Great Britain and the States - general.

Among all the political conventions preferved in

hiftory, it would be difficult to find a more extra-

ordinary one than this. It had the fate it de-

ferved.

The Dutch were no fooner informed of it in

India, than they devifed means to render it in-

effectual. The fituation of affairs favoured their

defigns. The Spaniards and the Portuguefe had

taken advantage of the difputes between their

enemies, to regain the fettlements in the Mo-
luccas.
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luccas. They might fortify themfelves there;

and it was dangerous to give them time. The
Englifh commifTaries concurred with them in opi-

nion, that it would be bed to attack them with-

out delay; but added, that they were not at

all prepared to act in concert with them. This

declaration, which was expected, was regiftered;

and their aflbciates embarked alone in an expe-

dition, all the advantages of which they referved

to themfelves. The agents of the Dutch com-

pany had only one ftep further to go, to get all

the fpices into the hands of their mafters, which

was, to drive their rivals from the ifland of Am-
boyna. The method by which they fucceeded in

their project was very extraordinary.

A Japanese, in the Dutch fervice at Amboy-

na, made himfelf fufpected by his imprudent cu-

riofity. He was feized, and confeffed that he had

entered into an engagement with the foldiers of

his nation to deliver up the fort to the Eng-

lifh. His comrades confirmed his account, mak-

ing the fame confefiion. Upon thefe unanimous

depofitions, the authors of the confpiracy, who

did not difavow, but even acknowledge it, were

loaded with irons : and the ignominious death

which all the criminals were condemned to fuffer,

put an end to the plot. This is the account

given by the Dutch.

The Englifh have always confidered this ac-

cufation as the fuggeftion of an unbounded avarice.

They have maintained that it was abfurd to fup-

pofe, that ten factors and eleven foreign foldiers

could
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could have formed the project of feizing upon a B °° K

place, which was garrifoned by two hunder men : *—v——

^

that even if thefe unhappy men had thought it

poffible to execute fo extravagant a plan, would

they not have been difcouraged by the impoffibility

of obtaining fuccours to defend againft them an

enemy who would have befieged them on all

fides ? To make a confpiracy of this kind pro-

bable, it requires flronger proof than a confeilion

extorted from the accufed by extremity of torture.

The torments of the rack never afforded any

other proof, than that of the courage orweaknefs

ofthofe whom barbarous cuftom condemned to

it. Thefe confiderations, flrengthened by feveral

others, almoft equally convincing, have made the

ftory of the confpiracy of Amboyna fo fufpe&ed,

that it has generally been confidered as a cloak to

cruelty and avarice.

The miniftry of James I. and the whole nation,

were at that time fo engaged in ecclefiaftical fub-

tleties, and the difcuffion of the rights of king and

people, that they were not fenfible of the infults

offered to the Englifh name in the Eaft. This

indifference produced a caution which foon dege-

nerated into weaknefs. Thefe iflanders, however,

maintained the bravery of their character better

at Coromandel and Malabar.

They had eftablifhed factories at Mazulipatam, ^^
Calicut, and feveral other ports, and even at Delhi, with the

1 x Portugude.

Surat, the richeft mart in thefe countries, tempted

their ambition in 161 1. The inhabitants were

difpofed
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difpofed to receive them; but the Portuguefe de-

clared, that if they furFered this nation to make a

fettlement, they would burn all the towns upon

the coafr, and feize all the Indian vefTels. The go-

vernment was awed by thefe menaces. Middleton,

difappointed in his hopes, was obliged to abandon

the place, and return through a numerous fleet, to

Which he did more damage than he received.

Captain Thomas Bell arrived in thefe latitudes

the year following, with a very considerable force.

He was received at Surat without any oppofition.

The agents he carried out with him had fcarce en-

tered upon their employments when a formidable

armament from Goa made its appearance. The

Englifh admiral, reduced to this alternative, either

of betraying the tnterefts he was intruded with, or

of expofing himfelf to the greateft danger in de-

fending them, did not hefitate what part he fhould

take. He twice attacked the Portuguefe, and not-

withstanding the great inferiority of his fquadron,-

gained the victory each time. However, the ad-

vantage the vanquifhed derived from their pofitionj

their ports, and their foftreffes, always made the

Englifh navigation in Guzarat very difficult. They

were obliged to maintain a conftant ftruggle againft

an obflinate enemy that was not difcouraged by

defeats. No tranquillity was to be obtained, but

at the price of new contefts and new triumphs.

TheEng- The news of thefe elofious fucceffes affainft a
blh form b ...
connexions nation which had hitherto been thought invincible,
w;th Pctfu.

_

reached as far as the capital of Perfia,

This
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This vaft country, fo celebrated in antiquity, ap-

peared to have been free at the firil inftitution of its

government. The monarchy rofe upon the ruins

of a depraved republic. The Perfians were long

happy under this form of government: their man-

ners were as fimple as their laws. At length the

fovereigns were infpired with the fpirif. of conqueft.

At that time the treasures of Affyria, the fpoils of

many trading nations, and the tribute arifing from

a vaft number of provinces, brought immenfe riches

into the empire, which foon occafioned a total al-

teration. The diforders role to fuch a pitch, that

the care of the public amufements feemed to en-

gage the chief attention of government.

A people totally devoted to pleafure could

not fail in a fhort time to be reduced to flavery*

They were fucceffively brought into that ftate by

the Macedonians, the Parthians, the Arabians, and

the Tartars, and towards the clofe of the fifteenth

century by the Sophis, who pretended to be the

defcendents of Aly, author of the famous refor-

mation, by which Mohammedifm was divided

into two branches.

No prince of this new race made himfelf fo

famous as Schah-Abbas, furnamed the Great.

He conquered Candahar, feveral places of im-

portance upon the Black Sea, part of Arabia, and

drove the Turks out of Georgia, Armenia, Mei'o

potamia, and all the countries they had conquered

beyond the Er>phi,jtes.

These victories produced remarkable changes

in the interior adminiftrstion of the empire. The

great
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great men took advantage of the civil broils to make

themfelves independent ; they were degraded, and

all pofts of confequence were given to ftrangers,

who had neither the power nor inclination to raife

factions. The army having taken upon themfelves

to difpofe of the crown at their pleafare ; they were

retrained by foreign troops, whofe religion and

cuftoms were different. Anarchy had inclined the

people to fed ition; and to prevent this, the towns

and villages were filled with inhabitants chofen out

of nations whofe manners and character bore no re-

femblance to thofe of the ancient inhabitants.

Thefe arrangements gave rife to adefpotifm the moft

abfolute, perhaps, that any country ever experienced.

It is a matter of aftonifhment that the great

Abbas mould have combined fome views of pub-

lic utility with this government, which was na-

turally opprefiive. He patronized the arts, and

eitablifhed them in the capital, and in the pro-

vinces. All who carne into his dominions, if

they polfefTed talents of any kind, were fure of

being well received, affifted, and rewarded. He
would often fay, that ftrangers were the bell or-

naments of an empire, and added more to the

dignity of the prince than the pomp of the moft

refined luxury.

While Perfia was rifing from its ruins by

the different branches of induftry that were every

where eftablifhed, a number of Armenians, trans-

planted to Ifpahan, carried the fpirit of commerce

into the heart of the empire. In a little time,

thefe traders, and the natives of the country who

followed
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followed their example, fpread themfelves over

the Eaft, into Holland, England, the Mediter-

ranean and the Baltic, and wherever commerce

was carried on with fpirit and advantage. The

Sophi himfelf bore a part in their enterprifes, and

advanced them comlderable fums, which they em-

ployed to advantage in the moll celebrated marts

in the world. They were obliged to return the

capital on the terms agreed upon, and if they had

iiicreafed it by their induftry, he granted them ibme

recom pence.

The Portuguefe, who found that part of the In-

dian trade with Afia and Europe was likely to be di-

verted to Pern* a, impofed reftraints upon it-, they

would not fuffer the Perfians to purchafe merchan-

dife any where but from their magazines : they fixed

the price of it; and if they fometimes allowed it to be

taken at the places where it was manufactured, it

was always to be carried in their own bottoms, charg-

ing all expences of freight and exorbitant cuftoms.

This ftretch of power difpleafed the great Abbas,

who being informed of the refentment of the Eng-

lish, propofed to unite their maritime flrength with

his land forces, to beliege Ormus. This place

was attacked by the combined arms of the two

nations, and taken in the year 1622, after a contelt

that lafled two months. The conquerors divided

thefpoil, which was immenfe, and afterwards totally

demoiilaed the place.

Three or four leagues from hence there was

upon the continent a harbour called Gombroon,

or Render-Abafli. Nature feemed not to have

Vol. I. Y defigned

BOOK
III.
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o*'"0 k defigned it mould be inhabited. It is fituated

—-—
' at the foot of a ridge of mountains of an ex-

ceffive height; the air you breathe feems t.o be

on fire; fatal vapours are continually exhaling

from the bowels of the earth ; the fields are

black and dry, as if they had been fcorched

with fire. Notwithitanding theie inconveniences,

as Bender-Abaffi. had the advantage of being placed

at the entrance of the Gulph, the Perfian monarch

chofe to make k the center of the extenfive trade

he intended to carry on with India. The Englifh

joined in this project. A perpetual exemption from

all imports, and a moiety of the product of the

cufcoms, were granted them, on condition they

ihould maintain, at leaf!:, two men of war in the-

Guiph. This precaution was thought neceflary to

fruitrate the attempts of the Portuguefe, whofe re-

fentment was ftill to be dreaded.

From this time Bender-Abaffi, which was be-

fore a poor fifhing town, became a flourifhing

city. The Englifh carried thither fpices, pep-

per, and fugar, from the markets of the eaft;

and iron, lead, and cloths, from the ports of

Europe. The profits ariiing. from thefe commo-

dities were increafed by the very high freight paid

them by the Armenians, who were flill in pof-

fefTion of the richcft branch of the Indian com-

merce.

These merchants had, for a long time, been

concerned in the linen trade. They had never

been fupplanted either by the Portuguefe, who

were intent only on plunder, or by the Dutch,

whofe
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whofe attention was totally confined to the fpice

trade. They might, neverthelefs, be apprehen-

five, that they mould not be able to withftand

the competition of a people who were equally

rich, induftrious, active, and frugal. The Ar-

menians acted then as they have ever done fince :

they went to India, where they bought cotton,

which they fent to the fpinners ; the cloths were

manufactured under their own inspection, and

carried to Gombroom, from whence they were

tranfported to Ifpahan. From thence they were

conveyed into the different provinces of the em-

pire, the dominions of the Grand Signior, and

into Europe, where the cuftom has prevailed of

calling them Perfian manufactures, though they

were never made but on the coaft of Coromandel.

Such is the influence of names upon opinions,

that the vulgar error, which attributes to Per-

fia the manufacture of India, will in a feri.es of

ages, perhaps, pafs with the learned in future

times for an incontestable truth. The infur-

mountable difficulties which errors of this kind

have occafioned in the hiftory of Pliny, and

other ancient writers, fhould induce us to fet a

high value on the labours of the literati of

this age, who collect the works of nature and

of art with a view of tranfmitting them to

posterity.

In exchange for the merchandife they carried

to Perfia, they gave the following articles, which

were either the produce of their own foil, or

the fruits of their induftry.

Y 2 Silk,

& o o k
in.
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Silk, which was the principal commodity; and

in.

was prepared and exported in great quantities.

Caramanian wool, which nearly refembles that

of the Vicuna. It was of great ufe in the manu-

facture of hats, and of fome fluffs. It is a re-

markable circumftance in the goats which fupply

it, that in the month of May the fleece falls off

of itfelf.

Turqijoises, which were more or Tefs valua-

ble, according as they were procured from one

or other of the three mines that produce them*

They were formerly an article of the drefs of

our ladies.

Gold brocades, which fold at a higher price

than any of thofe which are the produce of the

mod celebrated manufactures. Some of them

ivere made to be worn on one, and others on

both fides. They were ufed for window-curtains,,

fkreens and magnificent fophas.

Tapestry, which has fince been fo well imi-

tated in Europe, and has for a long time been

the richefl furniture of our rooms.

Morocco leather, which, as other fkins, is

brought to a degree of perfection that cannot

be equalled any where elfe.

Shagreen, goats hair, rofe-water, medicinal

roots, gums for colours, dates, horfesy arms, and

many other articles, of which fome are fold in

India, and others carried to Europe.

Though the Dutch contrived to get all the

trade of India into their hands, they viewed the

tranfacYions of Perfia with a jealous e*yc. They

thought
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thought the privileges enjoyed by their rivals

in the road of Bender-Abafli, might be compen-

fated by the advantage they had in having a

greater quantity of fpices, and entered into a com-

petition with them.

The Engliih, haraffed in every mart by a power- Recline of
t3 ' •> J r the Engliin

ful enemy refolutely bent on their denruction, in India,

were obliged every where to give way. Their fate

was hallened by thofe civil and religious difientions,

which drowned their country in blood, and extin-

guiflied all fentiment and knowledge. India was

totally forgotten, while the moil important interefts

were at flake; and the company, opprened and dif-

couraged, were reduced to nothing at the time that

the death of Charles I. afforded ib inftructive and
i

dreadful a leiTon.

Cromwell, enraged at the favours the Dutch

had ftiewn to the unfortunate family of the Stuarts,

and at the afylum they had afforded to the Eng-

Jrfh who had been profcribed ; and piqued that

the republic of the United Provinces mould pre-

tend to the dominion of the fea; proud of his

iuccefs, and fenfible of his own ftrength, and of

that of the nation under his command, refolved

at the fame time to inipire refped for his coun-

try, and to avenge himfeif. He declared war

againft the Dutch.

Of all the maritime wars which have been

recorded in hiftory, none were conducted with

more knowledge, or were more famous for the

fkill of the commanders, and the bravery of

the Jailors ; none have abounded with {o many

Y 3 obftinate



326 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
B

11?
K ornate and bloody engagements. The Englilh

v

—

v—' gained the fuperiority, and owed it to the fize

of their mips, in which particular they have fince

been imitated by other European nations.

The protector, whofe voice was law, did not ex-

ert himfelf as far as he might in favour of India.

He contented himfelf with providing for the fecu-

rity of the Englilh trade, procuring a difavowal of

the maiTacre at Amboyna, and infilling upon an in-

demnification for the defcendcnts of the unhappy

victims who perifhed in that dreadful tranfadtion.

No mention is made in the treaty, of the forts taken

from the nation by the Dutch, in the ifland of Ja-

va, and in feveral of the Moluccas. It was ftipu-

lated, indeed, that the ifland of Puleron mould be

reftored : but the ufurpers, feconded by the En-

glilh negotiator whom they had corrupted, found

means to elude this article fo dextroufly, which

would and ought to have produced a rivalry in the

fpice trade, that the obfervance of it was never

enforced.

Revival of Notwithstanding this neglect, as fooir as the
the Engli'h '

'

trade in in- company had obtained from the protector a re-

newal of their privileges in 1657, and found them-

felves firmly fupported by the publick authority,

they mewed a fpirit of refolution which they had

loft during their late misfortunes. Their courage

increafed with their rights.

The fuccefs they met in Europe, accompanied

them, into Afia, Arabia, Perfia, Indoftan, the

eaftern parts of India, China, and all the mar-

kets where the Englilh had formerly traded, were

2 p
opened



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

opened to them. They were even received with

more franknefs and lefs diftruft than they had ex-

perienced formerly. Their trade was carried on

with great activity, and their profits were very con-

fiderable : nothing was wanting to complete their

fuccefs, Jbut to gain admittance into Japan, which

they attempted. But the Japanefe being informed

by the Dutch that the king of England had married

a daughter of the king of Portugal, refufed to ad-

mit the Englifh into their ports.

Notwithstanding this difappointment, the

company's affairs were in a very flourifhing con-

dition : they flattered themfelves with the pieafmg

hopes of giving a greater extent and fecurity to

their affairs, when they found their career re-

tarded by a rivalfhip, which their own fuccefs

.created.

Some traders, fired with the relation of the Misfortunes

advantages to be obtained in India, refolved to duftofthe

make voyages thither. Charles II. who though India,

feated on the throne was nothing more than a pri-

vate man of voluptuous and diffolute manners,

gave them permifilon for a valuable confidera-

rion : while, on the other hand, he extorted large

•fums from the company, to enable him to per-

fecute jthofe who encroached upon their char-

ten A competition of this nature would una-

voidably degenerate into piracy. The Englifh

thus becoming enemies to each other, carried

on their difputes with a fpirit of rancour and ani-

mofity, which lowered them in the opinion of the

people of A fia.

Y 4 The
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K ^HE ^utc^ wifbed to take advantage of fo fin-

^—v—' gular a conjuncture. Thefe republicans had for a

long time been abfolute mailers of the Indian trade.

They had feen with regret a part of it taken out of

their hands, at the conclufion of the civil wars in

England. They hoped to recover it by the fupe-

riority of their forces, when in 1664. the two na-

tions entered into a war in all parts of the world

;

but the hoftilities did not continue long enough to

anfwer thefe fanguine expectations. As the peace

prevented them from having recourfe to open vio-

lence againft one another, they refolved to attack

the fovereigns of the country to oblige them to fhut

their ports againft their rival. The foolifh and

defpicable behaviour of the Engliih increafed the

infolence of the Dutch, who proceeded To far

as to drive them ignominioufly from Bantam in

1680.

So fericus and public an infult roufed the

fpirit of the Englifb company. The defire of

re-eftabliibing their character, gratifying their

revenge, and maintaining their interefta, animat-

ed them to the moft fpirited exertions. They

equipped a feet of twenty-three mips, with eight

thoufand regular troops on board. They were

ready to fail, when their departure was poft-

poncd by the king's orders. Charles, whofe ne-

ceinties and licentioufnefs
1

were unbounded, en-

tertained hopes of receiving an immenie fum to

induce him to recall this armament. As he could

not obtain it from his fubjects, he was refolved

to receive it from his enemies. He facrificed

4
'

tlie
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|he honour and trade of his nation for 2,250,000 E °
n
° K

livres*, which were paid him by the Dutch, who ' -.-/-—
*_

were intimidated by thefe great preparations. The

intended expedition never took place.

The company exhaufted by the expences of an

Armament, which had been rendered ufelcfs by the

venality of the court, fent their veiTels to India

without the neceiTary funds to fupply the cargoes;

but with orders to the factors, ifpoffible to take

them upon credit. The fidelity they had hitherto

cbferved in their engagements procured them

6,750,000 livres -j~. Nothing can be more extra-

ordinary than the method that was taken to pay

them back.

Josias Child who from being a director was be-

come the tyrant of the Company, is faid, unknown

to his colleagues, to have fent orders to India, to

invent fome pretence or other, to defraud the

lenders of their money. The execution of this

iniquitous project was intruded to his brother John

Child, who was governor of Bombay. This avari-

tious, turbulent, and favage man immediately pro-

led to make feveral claims upon the governor

of Surat, fome more ridiculous than others. Thefe

demands meet! rig .

"

:h 1 reception they deferved,

he attacked all the veffels belonging to the fubjedts

of the crown of Delhi, and fingled out in particu-

lar the fhips from Surat, as being the richer!.

He paid no regard to vefTels that failed with pafs-

por:s from that crown, and carried his infolence fo

far as to fe:ze a fleet laden with provifion for

* 98,437!. ios. f 295,312!. JOS.

the
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the Mogul's army. This terrible pillage, which

lafted the whole year 1688, occafioned incredible

lofles throughout all Indoftan.

Aurengzeee, who held the reigns of the em-

pire with a Heady hand, did not lofe a moment

in revenging fo great an outrage. In the beginning

of the year 1689, one ofms lieutenants landed with

twenty thoufand men at Bombay, an ifland of con^

fequence on the coaft of Malabar, which a princefs

of Portugal had brought as her dowry to Charles

II. and which that monarch had ceded to the corn-

pan in 1668. On the enemy's approach, the fort

of Magazan was abandoned with fuch precipita-

tion, that money, provifions, feveral chefts ofarms,

and fourteen pieces of heavy cannon were left be-

hind. The Indian general, encouraged by this

firft. advantage, attacked the Englifh in the field,

routed them, and obliged them to retire into the

principal fortrefs, which he inverted, where he

hoped foon to make them furrender.

Child, who was as daflardly in time of

danger as he had been daring in his piracies,

immediately difpatched deputies to the emperor's

court, to fue for pardon. After many intrear

ties, and much fubmiflion, the Englifh were ad-

mitted into the emperor's prefence with their

hands tied, and their faces towards the ground.

Aurengzebe, who was delirous of preferving a

connection which he thought would be ufeful

to his fubjects, was not inflexible. Having

delivered himfelf in the ftile of an incenfed fo-

vereign, who could, and ought, perhaps, to re-

venge
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venge himfelf, he yielded to their intreaties and fub-

miffion. The banifhment of the author of the trou-

bles, and an adequate compenfation for fuch of his

fubjects as had been plundered, was all the juftice

exacted on this occafion by the fupreme will of the

moft defpotic monarch that ever exifted. On thefe

moderate terms, the Englifli were permitted full

to enjoy the privileges they had obtained at diffe-

rent times in the roads belonging to the Mogul.

Thus ended this unhappy affair, which for fe-

veral years interrupted the trade of the company,

brought on an expence of between nine and ten

millions *, occafioned the lofsoffive large veffels,

and a greater number of fmall ones ; deltroyed.

many thoufand excellent failors, and ended in the

ruin of the credit and honour of the nation •, two

particulars, the value of which can never be effci-

mated too highly.

By changing their maxims and their conduct,

the company might have flattered themfelves with

the profpect of being extricated from the abyfs

into which their own behaviour had plunged

them. Thefe hopes were foon dallied by a re-

volution which did net diredtly concern them.

James II. a tyrannical and fanatic prince, but

one who underflood maritime affairs and com-

merce better than any of his cotemporaries, was

depofvd. This event put all Europe in arms.

The confluences of thefe bloody quarrels are

well known. Perhaps, it is not a matter of fuch

univerfal notoriety, that the French privateers took

* On an average about 416,0001.

four
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four thoufand two hundred Englifh merchantmen,

valued at fix hundred feventy-five millions of

livres *, and that the greateft part of the veflels

returning from India were included in this fatal

lift.

These depredations were fucceeded by a fpirit

of ceconomy, which muft naturally haflen the ruin

of the company. The French refugees had carried

the culture of flax and hemp into Ireland and

Scotland. For the encouragement of this branch

of induftry, it was thought proper to prohibit the

wear of Indian linens, except Muflins, and thole

which were neceffary for the African trade= How
could a body already exhaufted fuftaiil fo unfore-

seen, fo heavy a ftroke ?

The peace which ihould have put an end to thefe

misfortunes, filled up the meafure of them. A
general clamour was raifed in the three kingdoms

again ft the company. It was not their decline that

raifed them enemies •, it only encouraged thofe

they had already. They met with oppofition at

their firft eftabliihment. Ever fince the year 1615,

fevcral politicians had declaimed againft the trade

to the Eaft Indies. They afiferted, that it weaken-

ed the naval ftrength by deftroying great numbers

cf men ; and leflened the Levant and Ruffian com-

merce, without affording an equivalent advantage.

Thefe clamours, though contradicted by judicious

people, grew fo violent towards the year 1628, that

the company, feeing themfelves expofed to the odi-

um of the nation, applied to government. They

petitioned
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petitioned that the nature of their commerce might

be examined : that it might be prohibited, if it were

contrary to the intereft of the ftate ; and if favourable

to them, that it might be authorifed by a public de-

claration. The opposition of the nation, which had

been fome time dormant, was renewed with more

fury than ever, at the period we are fpeaking of.

Thofe who were lefs fevere in their fpeculations, con-

fented to a trade with India; but maintained that it

fhould be laid open to the whole nation. An exclu-

pve charter was, in their opinion, a manifeit en-

croachment upon liberty. According to them, go-

vernment was eitablimed by the people with a view

of advancing the general good ; and it would be a

crime againft it to facrifice public to private interefcs,

by tolerating odious monopolies. They fupported

this ufeful and incontestable principle, by appealing

to a recent inftance. They urged, that during the

rebellion, the private merchants who had got pof-

feffion of the Asiatic feas, carried double the quan-

tity of national goods that were formerly brought,

and were enabled to fell commodities on their return

at fo low a price as to iupplant the Dutch in all

European markets. But thofe acute repub-

licans, who were certain of their ruin, if the

Englifh fhould continue any longer to conduct

their affairs on the principles of univerfal liber-

ty, bribed fome perfons to prevail with Crom-

well to form a feparate company. Thefe fecrec

practices were countenanced by the Englifh mer-

chants concerned in that trade, who hoped for

greater advantages in future ; when being the

only
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only venders, they might impofe what terms they

pleafed upon the confumers. The protestor, de-

ceived by the artful infinuations of both, renewed

the charter, but for feven years only, that he might

alter his conduct, if he found reafon to think he

had taken a wrong ftep.

This ftep did not appear improper to every one.

Several people were of opinion, that the trade to India

could not be carried on with advantage, without an

exclusive privilege : but many of them maintained

that the prefent charter was infufficient, becaufe it

had been granted by kings who had no right to grant

it. They recited many acts of this kind which were

abrogated by parliament in the reigns of Edward III.

Henry IV. James I. and other princes. Charles II.

indeed, obtained a verdict of this nature in the court

of common pleas, but it was founded upon a frivo-

lous pretence. This tribunal had the confidence

to declare, That the prince had authority to prevent

his fubjetls from holding commerce with infidels, left

the purity of their faith fhould be contaminated*

Though the parties above-mentioned were

actuated by private, and even oppofite views, they

all united in the plan of making the trade free, or

at leafl of procuring the reverfal of the company's

charter. The nation, in general, were on their

fide: but the body that was attacked, defended

itfelf by its partifans, the miniftry, and all the de-

pendents of the court, who made this a common

caufe. Each party had recourfe to libels, intrigue

and corruption. Thefe contending pallions pro-

duced one of thofe norms, the violence of which

can
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can hardly be felt any where but in England. The B ° ° K

feveral factions, fedts and interells maintained a *—v—«J

furious combat ; in which they all mingled with-

out diftinction of rank, age, or fex. Such a fpirit

of enthufiafm had never been raifed by the greateft

events. To keep up the zeal of their friends, the

company offered to lend large fums on condition of

obtaining their charter. Their adverfaries made

offers ftill more confiderable to get it revoked.

The two houfes of parliament, before whom
this caufe was heard, declared in favour of the

private merchants. They obtained leave to carry

on trade to India, either feparately or in concert*

They entered into an afTociation, and formed a new

company. The old one had permiflion to conti-

nue its voyages till the expiration of their charter,

which was very near at hand. Thus England had

two Eaft India companies at the fame time autho-

rifed by parliament, inftead of one eftablifhed by

royal authority.

These two bodies mewed as much zeal for the

deftruction of each other, as they had fhewn for

their refpedtive eftablifhment. They had both ex-

perienced the advantages of trade ; and viewed

each other with all thejealoufy and hatred, which

ambition and avarice never fail to infpire. Their

diffentions foon broke out with confiderable vio-

lence in Europe, as well as in India. At la(t, the

two focieties made advances towards a reconcilia-

tion, and united their funds in 1702. From this

period the affairs of the company were carried on

with greater propriety, prudence and dignity. The

principles
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principles of commerce, which were every day bet-

ter underftood in England, had a good effect on

their adminiilration, as far as the interefts of their

monopoly could allow. They made improvements

in their former regulations, and formed new ones.

They endeavoured to indemnify themfelves for the

profits they were deprived of by a ftrong competi-

tion, by procuring a larger fale for their commodi-

ties. Their privileges were lefs violently attacked,

fir.ee they had received the fanclion of the laws,

and obtained the protection of parliament.

Their profperity was overcaft by fome tranfient

misfortunes. In 1702 the Englifh had formed a

fetdement in the ifland of Pulocondor, which was

dependent on Cochin-China. Their defign wasto

take a {hare in the commerce of this rich kingdom,

which had till then been too much neglected. An

inftance of exceiTive feverity had given difguft to

fifteen foldiers of Macaffar, who were part of the

garrifon. On the 3d of March 1705, they fet fire

in the night to the houfes belonging- to the fort, and

mafiacred the Europeans as they came to extin-

guish it. Thirty out of forty-five loft their lives

in this manner ; the reft were mafiacred by the na-

tives, who were exafperated at the infolence of

thefe ftrangers. By this accident the company loft

the money their enterprife had coft them, together

with the flock of their factories and the profpects

they had entertained.

The misfortunes they met with at Sumatra in

the year 17 1 9 were not attended with the fame fatal

confequences. This large ifland had been fre-

quented
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quented by the Englifh ever fince their arrival in

India, but they did not fettle there till the year

1688. They drove the Dutch from Bencoolen, a

confiderable town on the weftern coaft, built near

a large and commodious bay; and took porTeflion

of it in lieu of them. The conquerors found the

iflanders inclined to treat with them; and thefe

difpofitions were at firfb improved with prudence.

This circumfpect behaviour did not laft long. The

company's agents foon abandoned themfelves to

that fpirit of rapine and tyranny, which the Eu-

ropeans ufually carry with them into Alia. Clouds

of difcontent between them and the natives of

the country began to gather by degrees. Diftruft

and animoftty had rifen to the highefb pitch, when

at the diflance of a few miles from the coaft, the

foundations of a fort were difcovered. On feeing

this, the inhabitants of Bencoolen took up arms,

and were joined by the whole country. All the

buildings belonging to the company were inftantly

reduced to afhes, the Englifh were routedj and

obliged to embark with all the effects they could

tarry off. Their exile was not of long continu-

ance. The fear of their falling again under the do-

minion of the mercilefs Dutch, who had a ftrong

force upon the frontier, occafioned them to be re-

called. This misfortune procured them the advan-

tage of finifhing fort Marlborough without oppoii-

tion, where they ftill remain.

These diflurbances were no fooner appealed,

than new ones arofe in Malabar and other coun-

tries. As the fource of them all was in the avarice

Vol. I. Z and
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and turbulent difpofition of the company's fervantsv,

they put an. end to them by giving up the unjuftifi-

able pretenfions that had occafioned them. Other

objects of the moft interefting nature foon claimed

their attention.

War be- England and France entered into a war in 1 744.tween the ' '

~
Engiiih and Xhe whole world became the fcene of their opera-
r rench. r

tions. In India, as well as in other places, each na-

tion fuftained its character. The Englifh, ever ani-

mated with the fpirit of commerce, attacked am

ruined that oftheir enemies. The French, adhering to

their parTion for conqueft, feized upon the principal

fettlements belonging; to their rival. The event

mewed which of the two nations had acted with the

greater!: prudence. That which attended only to its

own aggrandizement, fank into a total inadtivity:

-while the other, though deprived of the center of its

power, carried its enterprifes to a greater extent.

A cessation of hoftilties between the two di-

vided nations had no fooner taken place, thai

they engaged themfelves as auxiliaries, in the quar-

rels of the Indian princes. Soon after they again

took arms on their own account. Before the end

of. this war, the French were driven cut of the con-

tinent and feas of Afia. At the conclusion of the

peace in 1763, the Engliih company found them-

felves in pofTeiTion of the power, in Arabia, in the

Periian Gulph, on the-coafts of Malabar and Co-

romande), and at Bengal.

In all thefe countries there is a difference in cli-

mate, manners, foil, productions, the fpirit of in-

duftry, and the price of merchandife. Thefe par-

ticulars
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ticulars ought to be exactly and thoroughly under,

flood. We will give a fhort fketch of them. This

defcription will be found to have a particular con-

nection with the hiftory of a nation, which has ob-

tained a remarkable influence in thofe countries,

and derives from thence the greateft advantages.

Arabia is one of the largeft peninfulas in the General
c -i trade or the

known world. It is bounded by Syria, Diarbeck and Ref s™>
* J and of the

Irac-Arabi on the north, by the Indian Ocean on the Engiiih

trade there

fouth, by the Gulph of Perfla on the eaft, and on the in particu-

lar.

weft by the Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa.

It is commonly divided into three parts ; Arabia Pe-

tnea, Arabia Deferta, and Arabia Felix, which names

denote the nature of the foil in each ofthefe countries
•

Arabia Petrjea is the moft weftern and the

the fmalleil of the three. It is for the moft part un-

cultivated, and almolt totally covered with rocks

In Arabia Deferta nothing is to be feen but dry

plains, heaps of fand raifed and difllpated by the

wind, and fleep mountains never embellifhed with

verdure. Springs are fo rarely found there, that

the pofleflion of them is always difputed with the

fword. Arabia Felix owes its fpecious appellation

lefs to its fertility, than to its vicinity to the barren

countries that furround it. Thefe different regions,

though expofed to great heats, enjoy a iky conftant-

ly pure and ferene.

All hiflories agree that this country was peo-

pled at a very early period. It is thought that its
'

firft inhabitants came from Syria and Chaldea. We
cannot find at what period their form of govern-

ment began ; whether their knowledge was de-

Z 2 rived
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b o o k rived from India, or whether they acquired it thenv

i
„

—

' felves. It appears that their religion was Sabeifm

even before they were acquainted with the people

of Upper Alia. They had conceived fublime ideas

of the divinity at an early period: they worfhipped

the ftars as bodies animated by celellial fpirits

:

their religion was neither cruel nor abfurd -, and

though they were liable to thofe fallies of enthufi-

afm fo common among the fouthern nations, they

do not feem to have been tainted with fanaticifm

till the time of Mohammed. The inhabitants of

Arabia Defeita profefTed a worfhip not quite fo

rational. Many of them worfhipped, arad fome

offered human facrifices to the fun.. It is a truth

that may be collected from the ftucly of hiftory

and the inflection of the globe, that the religious

fyitems in barren countries, fu eject to inundations

and volcanos, have ever had a tincture of cruelty^

and have always been of a milder caft in countries

more favoured by nature. They take their cha-

racter from the climate where they are formed.

When Mohammed had eftablilhed a new reli-?

gion in his country, it was no difficult talk to in-

fuie a fpirit of zeal into his followers; and this

zeal made them conquerors. They extended their

dominion from the weftern leas to thofe of China,

and from the Canaries to the Molucca manes.

They alio carried along with them the ufual arts,

which they improved. The Arabians did not

equally fucceed in the fine arts
-,
they ihewed, in-

deed, fome genius for them, but had not the leaft

idea of that tatte with which nature fome time af-

ter
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ter infpired the people who have become their B °
n
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difciples. u—v~—'

Perhaps genius, which is the offspring of a cre-

ative imagination, flourifhes in hot countries, which

abound with a variety of productions, grand fcenes,,

and furprizing events that excite enthufiafm

:

while tafce, which feleets and reaps the produce of

the fields that genius has fown, feems rather to be-

,
Jong to people of a fedate, mild, and moderate dif-

pofition, who live under the influence of a tempe-

rate fky. Perhaps too this fame tafle, which is

the effect of reafon refined and matured by time, \

requires a certain liability in the government, unit-

ed with a certain freedom of thinking, a gradual im-

provement of knowledge, which affording a greater

fcope to genius, enables it to difcern more exactly

the relation one Object: has to another, and to

combine with happier art thoje mixed fenfations

which give the higheft entertainment to men of

elegant minds. Accordingly the Arabians, who

were almoft constantly forced into regions difturbed

with war and fanaticifm, .never enjoyed that tem-

perature of government and climate which gives

foirth to tafte. But they introduced into the coun-

tries they conquered fciences which they had pil-

laged, as it were, in the courfe of their ravages,

and all the arts efFentia'l to the profperity of nations.

No nation at that time unclerfTood commerce

fo well, or carried it to a greater extent. They at-

tended to it even in the courfe of their conquefls.

Their merchants, manufactures, and ftaples, ex-

tended from Spain to Tonquin j and other people

Z 3 at
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book at ieaft thoie in the weftern part of the world, were

*—-v—' indebted to them for arts and fciences, and -all ar-

ticles conducive to the convenience, the preferva-

tion, and the pltafures of life.

When the power of the Caliphs began to decline,

the Arabians, after the example of feveral nations

they had fubdued, threw orT the yoke ofthefe princes,

and the country re-affumed by degrees its ancient

form of government, as well as its primitive man-

ners. At this a?ra, the nation being, as formerly, di-

vided into tribes, under the conduct of different

chiefs, returned to their original character, froi

which fanaticifm and ambition had made them depart.

The flature of the Arabians is low, their bodies

lean, and their voice (lender ; but they have robui

conflitutions, brown hair, a fwarthy complexioi

black fparkling eyes, an ingenuous countenance

but feldom agreeable. This contrafted mixture of

features and qualities, which feem incompatible,

appear to have been united in this race of men, to

conilitute a fingular nation, whofe figure and cha-

racter partake ftrongly of that of the Turks, Afri-

cans, and Perfians, by whom they are furrounded.

Grave and ferious, they confider their long beards

as marks of dignity -, they fpeak little, yfe no gef.

ture, make no paufes, nor interrupt one another in

^heir converfation. They pique themfelves on ob-

ferving the flrifteft probity towards each other,

which is the effect of that ielf-love, and that fpirit

of patriotifm, which, united together, make any

nation, clan or fociety, efteem and prefer them-

felves to the reft of the world, The more care-

4 &M
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fully they preferve their phlegmatic character, fo

much the more formidable is their refentment

when once it is railed. Thefe people have abili-

ties, and even a genius for the fciences ; yet they

cultivate them but little, either from want of affift-

ance, or becaufe they have no occafion for them

;

.chufing rather, no doubt, to fuffer natural evils,

than the inconvenience of labour. The Arabians, at

this time of day, afford no monument of genius, no

productions of induftry, which intitle them to hold

any rank in the hiflory of the human mind.

Their ruling paffion is jealoufy ; that torment

of impetuous, weak, and indolent minds. It might

naturally be afked, whether this diftruft was owing

to the high or low opinion they entertained of

themfelves ? It is faid to be from the Arabians

that feveral nations of Alia, Africa, and even Eu-

rope itfelf, have borrowed thofe defpicable pre-

' cautions this odious paffion prescribes againft a

fex, which ought to be the guardian, not the flave

of our pleafures. As foon as a daughter is born,

they unite by a kind of future thofe parts which

nature has feparated, leaving juft fpace enough

for the natural difcharges. As the child grows,

the parts by degrees adhere fo clofely, that when

they become marriageable they are obliged to be

feparated by an incifion. Sometimes it is thought

fufficient to make ufe of a ring. The married

women, as well as the unmarried, are fubjeclted to

this outrage on the virtue of the fex ; with this

difference only, that the ring worn by the young

women cannot be taken off, whereas that of the

Z 4 married
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B ° ° K married women has a kind of padlock, of which
,TV—' the hufband keeps the key. This cuftom, which

is known in all parts of Arabia, is almoft univer-

fally adopted in that part that bears the name of

Petrcea.

Such are the manners of the nation in general.

The different mode of living among the people

who compofe it, mull neceffarily have introduced

fome peculiarities of character that are worth ob-

t ferving.

The number of Arabians who inhabit the de-

fert may amount to two millions. • They are dif-

tributed info feveral clans, fome of which are more

populous and confiderable than others, but all in-

dependent of each other. Their government is

fimple : an hereditary chief, aflifted by a few old

men, determines all debates, and punifhes the of-

fenders. If he is hofpitable, humane, andjuft,

they adore him ; if haughty, cruel, and avaricious,

they affafljnate him, and appoint a fucceffor out of

his own family,

These people encamp at all feafons of the year.

They have no fettled abode, and fix at different

places where they can be fupplied with water,

fruits, and pafture. They find an infinite charm

in this wandering life, and confider the fedentary

Arabs in the light of flayes. They live upon the

milk and fleih of their herds. Their habits, tents,

cordage, and the carpets they fleep upon, are all

made of the wool of their fheep, and the hair of

their goats and camels, This is the employment

of the women in each family ; and there is not a

a fingle
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iino-le artift in the whole defert. What they con-

fume in tobacco, coffee, rice, and dates, is pur-

chafed with the butter they carry to the frontiers,

and by the money arifing from the annual fale of

twenty thoufand camels, at leaft, at forty-eight

;

]ivrcs * a head, Thefe animals, fo ufeful in the

eaft, were formerly carried to Syria. Moll of them

are now fent to Perfia, the perpetual wars there

having occaiioned an extraordinary demand for

them, and diminifhed their fpecies.

These articles not being fufficient to fupply the

Arabs with what they wanted, they have contrived

to raife a contribution on the caravans, which fu-

perftition leads to travel through their fandy re-

gions. The moil numerous of thefe, which goes

from Damar to Mecca, procures a fafe paffage by

.the payment of a hundred purfes, or a hundred,

and fifty thoufand livres :
\, to which the Grand

Signior is fubjedted, and which, by ancient agree-

ment, is diflributed among all the hords. The

other caravans make fimilar terms with the hord?,

through whofe territories they are obliged to pafs.

Independent of this expedient, the Arabs in-

habiting the moft northern part of the defert have

had recourfe to plunder. Thefe people, fo hu-

mane, faithful, and difmterefted towards each

other, are favage and rapacious in their tranfacYions

with foreigners. While they preferve in their

tents the character of beneficent and generous

holts, they commit continual depredations in the

itowns and villages of their neighbourhood. They

*
fj-l. 2S. f 6,5621. IOS.

are
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III.
are good fathers, good hufbands, and good matters

;

but all are enemies who do not belong to their

family. They frequently carry their incurfions to a

great diftance ; and Syria, Mefopotamia, and Perfia,

are not uncommonly the fcenes of their depredations.

The Arabs, who devote themfelves to plunder,

form a fort of fociety with the camels, to carry on

trade or war, where the man is to have all the pro-

fit, and the animal the principal fatigue. As thefe

two beings are to live together, they are brought

up with a view to each other. The Arab trains

his camel from its birth, to all the exercifes and

hardfhips it is to undergo during the whole courfe

of its life. He accuiioms it to travel far, and eat

little. The animal is early inured to pafs its days

without drinking, and its nights without ileep. He
teaches it to draw up its legs under its belly, while

it fuffers itfelf to be laden with burthens, that are

infenfibly increafed as its. flrength is improved by

age and by the habit of bearing fatigue. In this An-

gular plan of education, which princes fometimes

adopt the more eaiily to tame their fubjedts, in pro-

portion as the labour of the animal is doubled, its

fubfiftence is diminifhed. The Arabians qualify the

camels for expedition, by matches, in which the

horfe runs againft him. The camel, lefs active and

nimble, tires out his rival in a long courfe. When
the mailer and the carnei are ready and equipped

for plunder, they fet out together, traverfe the

fandy deferts, and lie in ambufh upon the con-

fines to rob the merchant or traveller. The man

ravages, maffacres, and feizes the prey : and the

camel
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camel carries the booty. If thefe adventurers are

purfued, they make a precipitate retreat. The
mailer robber mounts his favourite came], drives

the whole troop before him, travels three hundred,

leagues in eight days without unloading his ca-

mels, or allowing them more than an hour each

day for reft, or a cake of dough for their fubfiflence.

They fometimes remain the whole time without

drinking, unlefs they happen to fee a fpring at a

little diftance from the road, when they redouble

their pace, run to the water with eagernefs, which

makes them take at one draught, as much as is

fufficient to quench their prefent thirft, and ferve

them to the end of theirjourney. Such is the ani-

mal fo often celebrated in the Bible, the Coran, and

the eafcern romances.

The Arabs, who live in diffracts that afford fome

(lender pafture, and where the foil is proper for

barley, breed the fineft horfes in the world. Thefe

horfes are fent into all parts to improve and multi-

ply the breed of thefe animals, which are every

where inferior in fwiftnefs, beauty, and fagacity,

to thofe of Arabia. Their owners live with them

as with domefticksj on whofe fervice and affection

they can rely: and it happens with them as with

all other wandering people, thofe, in particular,

who treat animals with kindnefs, that both the

men and the animals partake, in fome meafure, of

each other's manners and difpofition. Thefe

Arabs are fimple, mild and docile : and the dif-

ferent religions that have prevailed in thefe coun-

tries, and the feveral governments of which they

have
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book have been the fubjects or tributaries, Jiave pro-

*—-v-—' duced very little alteration in the character they

derive from climate or from habit.

The Arabs fettled near the Indian and the Red
Sea, and thofe who inhabit Arabia Felix, were for-

merly a mild people, fond of liberty, and content

with aflate of independence, without dreaming of

conqueft. They were too much prejudiced in fa-

vour of the beauty of their fky, and of the foil that

fupplied their wants almoft without culture, to be

tempted to extend their dominion over different

countries lying in another climate. Mohammed
changed their ideas : but they retain no traces of the

impreflioris he communicated to them, They pafs

their time in fmoaking, taking coffee, opium, and

iherbet. Thefe gratifications are preceded or follow-

edby exquifite perfumes that are burnt before them,

the fmoke of which they receive in their clothes,

which are (lightly fprinkled with rofe water.

Before the Portuguefe had interrupted the na-

vigation of the Red Sea, the Arabs had more ac-

tivity. They were the factors of all the trade that

pafTed through the channel. Aden, which is fitu-

atedat the more fouthern extremity of Arabia upon

the Indian ocean, was the mart in thefe parts.

The iituation of its harbour, which opened an eafy

communication with Egypt, Ethiopia, India, and

Perfia, had rendered it, for many ages, one of the

rnofl flourifhing factories in Afia. Fifteen years

after it had repulfed the great Albuquerque, who

attempted to demolifh it in 15 13, it fubmitted to

the Turks, who did not long remain maflers of it.

The
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The king of Yemen, who pollened the only di-

strict in Arabia that merits the title of happy,

drove them from thence, and removed the trade to

Mocha, a place in his dominions, which till then

was only a village.

This trade was at firft inconsiderable; confifting

principally in myrrh, incenfe, aloes, balm ofMecca,

fomearomatics and medicinal drugs. Thefe articles,

the exportation ofwhich is continually retarded by

exorbitant imports, and does not exceed at prefent

700,000 livres*, were at that time more in repute

than they have been frnce : but mufl have been al-

ways of little confequence. Soon after a great

change enfued from the introduction of coffee.

The coffee-tree is originally a native of upper

Ethiopia, where it has been known time immemo-

rial, and is Hill cultivated with fuccefs. M. La-

gren6e de Mezieres, one of the mod intelligent

agents that France ever had in the India fervice,

had fome of the fruit in his poffeffion, and has

made trial of it. He found it to be larger, rather

longer, not fo green, and almofl as fragrant as

that which was firft gathered in Arabia towards

the clofe of the fifteenth century.

It is commonly believed, that a Mollach, named

Chadely, was the firft among the Arabs who

made ufe of Coffee, to relieve himfelf from a con-

tinual drowzinefs which hindered him from attend-

ing punctually to his nightly devotions. His

dervifes did the fame : and their example was

followed by rhe lawyers. It was foon found out,

* 39.6251.

that
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that this liquor purified the blood by a gentle agi-

tation, diftipated the crudities of the ftomach, and

raifed the Jpirits : and it was adopted even by thofe

who had no decafion to keep themfelves awake. It

paiTed from the borders of the Red Sea to Medina

and Mecca, and was introduced by the pilgrims

into all the Mohammedan countries.

In thefe countries where there is lefs freedom

of manners than in ours, where the jealoufy of the

men and the clofe confinement of the women make

focietylefs lively, it was thought proper to encourage

public coffee-houfes. Thofe in Perfia foon became

infamous, where young Georgian women, drefTed

like courtezans, acred obfcene plays, and profli-

tuted themfelves for hire. When thefe offenfive ir-

regularities were fuppreffed by order of the court,

thefe houfes became places of genteel refort for

the indolent, and ofrelaxation for the bufy part of

the world. The politicians entertained themfelves

with news, the poets recited their verfes, and the

Mollachs delivered their fermons, which were'

ufually rewarded with fome charitable donations.

Affairs were not in the fame peaceable ftate at

Conflantinople. The coffee-houfes were no fooner

opened than they were frequented to excefs. Peo-

ple fpent their whole time in them. The grand

Mufti, concerned to fee the Mofques abandoned,

pronounced that the infufion of this plant was in-

cluded in that law of Mohammed, which forbids

the ufe of flrong liquors. Government, which

frequently aids the fuperflition ofwhichitis fome-

tirqes the dupe, gave immediate orders that the

houfes



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

houfes which had given fuch offence to the priefts

fhould be fhut up j and enjoined the officers of po-

lice to put a flop to the ufe of this liquor in private

families. The ftrong inclination they had for it ftill

prevailed over all thefe fevere regulations. CofFee

continued to be drunk, and the places where it was

to be had, foon grew more numerous than ever.

In the middle of the laft century, Kuproli, the

Grand Vizir, went in difguife to the principal

coifee-houfes in Conflantinople. He there found

a number of mal-contents, who, thinking the af-

fairs of government were in reality the concern of

every private perfon, fpoke of them with warmth,

and arraigned with great boldnefs the conduct of

the generals and minifters. He then vifited the

taverns, where wine was fold. They were full of

plain people, chiefly foldiers, who, accuftomed to

confider the interefts of the ftate as thofe of the

prince, for whom they entertained a fiient venera-

tion, fung lively fongs, talked of their amours,

and warlike exploits. Thefe laft focieties, which

are attended with no inconveniences, he thought

ought to be tolerated : but the firft he confidered

as dangerous in an arbitrary ftate. He therefore

fuppreffed them, and no attempts have fince been

made to revive them. This regulation, which

was confined to the capital of the empire, has not

difcouraged the ufe of coffee, and has, perhaps,

increafed the confumption of it. It is publicly

offered to fale in all the ftreets and markets ready

made, and is drunk in every family at leaft twice

a-day. In fome it is always ready, it being the

cuftom
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cuftom to offer it to all vifitors, and reckoned

equally impolite not to offer it, or to refufe it.

At the fame time that coffce-houfes in Conftan-

tinople were fhut, they were opened in London,

This novelty was introduced there in 1652 by a

merchant of the name of Edward, who returned

from the Levant. The En^lifh grew fond of it j

and it has fince been introduced among all the na-

tions of Europe^ but is drank with more modera-

tion than in thofe climates where religion prohi-

bits the ufe of wine.

The tree that produces the coffee grows in the

territory ofBetelfagui, a town belonging to Yemeni

fituated upon a dry fand at the diftance of ten

leagues from the Red Sea. It is cultivated in a dis-

trict fifty leagues long, and fifteen or twenty broad

:

the fruit is not every where in equal perfection.

That which grows upon high ground is finaller,

greener, weighs heavier, and is generally preferred;

It is computed that Arabia contains twelve mil-

lions of inhabitants, among, whom* in general,

coffee conftitutes a favourite article in their enter-

tainments. None but the rich citizens have the

pleafure of tailing the berry itfelf. The generality

are obliged to content themfelves with the fhell

and the hufk of this valuable production; Thefe

remains, fo much defpifed, make a liquor of a

pretty clear colour, which has the tafte of coffee

without its bitternefs and ftrength. Thefe article?

may be had at a low price at Betelfagui, which is

the general market for them, Here likewife is

fold all the coffee which comes out of the country

by
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by land. The reft is carried to Mocha, which is

thirty-five leagues diftant, or to the nearer ports of

Lohia or Hodeida, from whence it is tranfported in

fmall veflels to Jodda, The Egyptians fetch it

from the laft mentioned place, and all other nations

from the former.

The quantity ofcoffee exportedmay be eftimated

at twelve millions five hundred and fifty thoufand

weight. The European companies takeoff a million

and a half; thePerfians three millions and a half; the

fleet from Suez fix millions and a half-, Indoftan,the

Maldives, and the Arabian colonies on the coafl of

Africa, fifty thoufand ; and the Caravans a million.

As the coffee which is bought up by the Cara-

vans and the Europeans, is the beft that can be pro-

cured, it cofts from fixteen to feventeen fols * a

pound. The Perfians, who content themfelves

with that of an inferior quality, pay no more than

twelve or thirteen fols f a pound. The Egyptians

purchafe it at the rate of fifteen or fixteen J -, their

cargoes being compofed partly ofgood and partly of

bad coffee. Ifwe eftimate coffee at fourteen fols
||
a

pound, which is the mean price, the profits accru-

ing to Arabia from its annual exportation will

amount to 8,785,000 livres §. This money does

not go into their coffers ; but it enables them to

purchafe the commodities brought from the foreign

markets to their ports of Jodda and Mocha.

Mocha receives from Abyffinia, fheep, ele-

phant! teeth, mufk, and flaves. It is fupplied

+ About 8d.

from

* About 8d.-| f About 6d. f

||
About yd. f § 3S4>343 1- J5 S >
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from the eaflern coaft of Africa with gold, flaves

amber, and ivory 5 from the Perfian Gulph with

dates, tobacco, and corn ; from Surat with a vaft

quantity of coarfe, and a few fine linens-, from

Bombay and Pondicherry with iron, lead, copperj

which are carried thither from Europe ; from Ma-
labar with rice, ginger, pepper, Indian faffron, with

coire, cardamom, and alfo with planks ; from the

Maldives with gum benzoin, aloes-wood, and pep-

per, wThich thefe iflands take in exchange ; from

Coromaridel, with four or five hundred bales of

cottons, chiefly blue. The greateft part of thefe

commodities, which may fetch fix millions *., are

confumed in the interior part of the country. The

reft, particularly the cottons, are difpdfed of in

Abyffinia, Socotora,and the eaftern coaft of Africa.

None of the branches of bufinefs which are ma-

naged at Mocha, as well as throughout all the coun-

try of Yemen, or even at Sanaa, the capital, are in the

hands of the natives. The extortions with which they

are perpetually threatened by the government, deter

them from interfering in them* All the warehoufeg

are occupied by the Banians of Surat or Guzarat,

who make a point of returning to their own country

as foon as they have made their fortunes. They then

refign their fettlements to merchants of their own na~*

tion, who retire in their turn, and are fucceeded by

others.

The European companies, who enjoy the ex-

clufive privilege of trading beyond the Cape of

Good Hope, formerly maintained agents at Mocha-

Notwithftanding it was ftipulated by a folemn ca-

k pitulation,
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pitnlatiorij that the impofts demanded mould be fi °
J
K

rated at two and a quarter per cent. They were fub- '—i

—

[

ject to frequent extortions : the governor of the place

infilling on their making him prefents, which ena-

bled him to pnrchafe the favour of the courtiers, or

even of the prince himfelf. However, the profits

they obtained by the fale of European goods, par-

ticularly cloths j made them to fubmit to thefe re-

peated humiliations. When thefe feveral articles

were furnimed by Grand CairOj it was then impof-

fible to withftand the competition, and the fixed

fettlements were therefore given up.

The trade was carried On by (hips, that fail-

ed from Europe with iron, lead, copper, and

filver, fufficient to pay for the coffee they in-

tended to buy. The fupercargoes, who had the

care of thefe tranfa&ions, fettled the accounts

every time they returned. Thefe voyages, which,

at firft were pretty numerous and advantageous,

have been fuccefTively laid afide. The plantations

of coffee, made by the European nations in their

Colonies, have equally leffened the confumptioii

and the price of that which comes from Ara-

bia. In procefs of time, thefe voyages did not

yield a fufficient profit to anfwer the high charges

of undertaking them on purpofe. The compa-

nies of England and France then refolvedj one

of them to fend fhips from Bombay, and the

ether from Pondicherry to Mocha, with the trier*-

chandife of Europe and India. They even fre-

quently had recourfe to a method that was lefs

expenfive. The Englifh and French who traffic

A a 2, from
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iii°
K from India t0 India, vifit the

,
Red Sea every

^"""^ ' year. Though they difpofe of their merchandife

there to good advantage, they can never take in car-

goes from thence for their return. They carry, for a

moderate freight, the coffee belonging to the compa-

nies who lade the veffels with it, which they difpatch

from Malabar and Coromandel to Europe. The
Dutch company, who prohibit their fervants from

fitting out mips, and who fend no veffels themfelves

to the Gulph of Arabia, are deprived of the fhare

they might take in this branch ofcommerce. They

have alfo given up a much more lucrative branch,

that of Jodda.

Jodda is a port fituated near the middle of the

Gulph of Arabia, twenty leagues from Mecca.

The government there is of a mixed kind: the

Grand Signior and the Xeriffof Mecca fhare the au-

thority and the revenue of the cuftoms between

them. Thefe impofts are levied upon the Europe-

ans at the rate of eight per cent, and upon other

nations at thirteen. They are always paid in mer-

chandife, which the managers oblige the merchants

of the country to Ipuy at a very dear rate. The

Turks, who have been driven from Aden, Mocha,

and every part of the Yemen, would long ago have

been expelled from Jodda, if there had not been

room to apprehend that they might revenge them-

felves in fuch a manner as to put an end to their

pilgrimages and commerce.

Surat lends three mips every year to Jodda,

which are laden with linens of all colours, fhawls,

cotton and filk fluffs, frequently ornamented with

gold
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o-old and filver flowers. The fale of thefe goods B °° K
o a 111.

produces 10,000,000 of" livres*. Two, and v—-v—

'

more frequently three veffels belonging to the

Englifli, fail from Bengal for the fame deftina-

tion. They are fitted out by the free merchants

of that nation. Formerly their company had

concerns there; at prefent thefe merchants have

no affociates but the Armenians. Thefe united

cargoes may be eftimated at 7,200,000 livres
-f\

They confiit of rice, ginger, faffron, fugar, a

few filks, and a considerable quantity of linens

which are for the moll part ordinary. Thefe

veffels, which may enter the Red Sea from the

beginning of December till the end of may, find

the fleet of Suez at Jodda.

This fleet commonly confifts of fourteen or

fifteen veflels laden with corn, rice and pulfe,

for the ufe of Arabia They carry out for Aria,

Venetian glafs, coral, and yellow-amber, of which

the Indians make necklaces and bracelets. They

arrive in October, and return together in Fe-

bruary, with 6,500,000 weight of coffee, and

with linens or fluffs to the value of 7,000,000

of livres J. Though they have only two hun-

dred leagues to return to their port, they employ

two months in the voyage-, being retarded by

the north wind, which blows continually in this

lea. Their ignorance is fuch, that though they

are aceuftomed to call; anchor every night, they

think themfelves fortunate when they lofe only

one fhip in fix. If to thefe loffes we add the

••• 437,5001. -j- 315,0001. + 306,2501.

A a
3

great
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great expence of equipment, the exceffive impofls

demanded at Suez, and the unavoidable extortions

ofa government that opprefTes all indudry, we fhall

be convinced that, in the prefent fituation of things,

the correfpondence between Europe and India by

this channel is impracticable.

The merchandife brought from Surat and Ben-

gal, which the Egyptian fleet does not take off,

is partly confumed in the country, and bought

in great quantities by the caravans, which come

every year to Mecca..

The Arabs had ever entertained an affection

for this city. They fuppofed it to have been the

reiidefiCe of Abraham, and they flocked from all

parts to a temple, of which they believed he was

the founder. Mohammed, who was a man of

too much underilanding to attempt to abolifh a

devotion fo generally efcablifhed, contented him-

felf with rectifying the object of it. He banifhed

the idols from this revered place, and dedicated

it to the unity of God. Mohammed was not

the meffenger of heaven-, but he was an acute

politician, and a great conqueror. To promote

the concourfe of ftrangers to a city which he in-

tended to make the capital of his empire, he

commanded that all who embraced his. law mould

once in their lives undertake a pilgrimage thither,

on pain of dyirjg reprobates. This precept was

accompanied with another, which makes it evi-

dent, that he was not guided ,by fuperftition

alone. He ordered that every pilgrim, of what-

ever country he was, mould purchafe five pieces

5 of
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of cotton, and get them confecrated, and made B ° K-

into handkerchiefs for himfelf, and all the perfons '—/—J

belonging to his family who were prevented by

reafonable impediments from undertaking this ho-?

]y expedition.

This policy might naturally be expected to

make Arabia the center of a prodigious trade, when

the number of pilgrims mould amount to feveral

millions. This zeal is fo much abated, efpecially

on the coafl of Africa, in Indoftan and Perfia, in

proportion to the refpective diflances of thofe pla-

ces from Mecca, that the number is reduced to a

hundred and fifty thoufand ; the majority of whom.

are Turks. They carry away with them {even

hundred and fifty thoufand pieces of linens ; each

ten ells in length, exclufive of thofe which many

of them buy for fale. They are encouraged in

thefe mercantile fchemes by the advantages they

have in, croffing the deferts, and in not being ex-

pofed to thofe oppreflive tolls which are fo defiruc-

tive in the fea-ports of Suez and BaiTora. The

money received from thefe pilgrims and from the

fleet, and by the Arabs from the fale of coffee, is

expended in India. The veffels from Surat, Ma-

labar, Ccromandel, and Bengal, annually carry

away 14,400,000 livres *, and about the eighth

part of this fum in merchandife. When thefe

riches are divided among the trading nations of

Europe, the Englifh have contrived to appropriate

to themfelves the moil confiderable fhare of them*

* 630,0001.

A a 4 They
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°in

K They have acquired the fame fuperiority in Pejv
*—y—

' fia.
General
view of the The Englifh nation had fcarce been admitted
trade in the . . - , .

Periian into the empire or the Sophis, when, as we have

tha/ofthe obferved, the Dutch reforted t{iere in great num-

pamcukr." "Ders * The trade of thefe republicans was at firil

eftablifhed on a very difadvantageous footing ; but

being, by the civil wars of England, foon delivered

from a rival whofe various privileges were not to

be overbalanced even by the greateft ceconomy,

they were in a fhort time without competitors, and

confequently acquired an authority to fet what price

they thought proper on the commodities they

bought or fold. The connexions of the Perfians

with the Dutch were formed on this deftru&ive

fyftem ; when the return of the Englifh, who were

foon after followed by the French, gave a new

turn to affairs, and put them upon a more equita-

ble footing.

At the time when the three nations exerted

their utmoft efforts tQ gain the fuperiority, and

thefe efforts turned to the advantage of the empire,

they were baraffed with a thoufand oppreffions,

fome more unjuft and odious than others. The

throne was continually filled with tyrannical or

weak princes, whofe cruelty and injuftice weaken-

ed the correfpondence of their fubjecls with other

nations. One of thefe tyrants was fo favage, that

a great man of his court ufed to fay, 'That whenever

he came out of the king's clofet, he clapped both his,

hands to his head to feel whether it was full upon his

ffjoulders. When the fucceflbr of this tyrant was

4 told
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told that the fineft provinces in the empire were B °
n£

K

invaded by the Turks, he anfwered coolly, That <—v*j»

their progrefs gave him very little dijlurbance, provided

they would leave him the city of IJpahan. The fon of

the latter was Co meanly enflaved to the moft fri-

volous obfervances of his religion, that he was (tiled

by way of derifion, Hujfein the monk, or priejl : a

character lefs odious, perhaps, in a prince, but

much more dangerous to his people, than that of

impiety, or defiance of the gods. Under thefe

defpicable fovereigns, mercantile affairs declined

every day more and more at Gombroon. Thp

Afghans deftroyed them entirely.

These are people of Candahar, a mountainous

country, lying north of India. They have fome-

times been fubject to the Moguls, fometimes to

the Perfians, but more frequently independent.

Thofe that do not refide in the capital live in tents,

after the manner of the Tartars. They are of low

ftature and ill made ; but are ftrong, robuft, flai-

led in the ufe of the bow, and in horfemanfhip,

and inured to fatigue, Thejr manner of fighting

is lingular; a chofen band of foldiers, divided in-

to two parties, fall upon the enemy without any

order, only endeavouring to open the way for the

army that follows them. As foon as the battle is

begun, they fall back upon the flanks and towards

the rear-guard, where their bufmefs is to prevent

any peribn from giving way. If any foldier at-

tempts to fly, they attack Jiirn with their fabres,

and compel him to return to his poft

About
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About the beginning of this century, this fierce

people left their mountains, invaded Perfia, carried

devaluation every where, and at length fubdued it,

after a bloody conteft of twenty years. Fanati-

cifm (till perpetuates the memory of the horrid

outrages which they committed in the courfe of

their conquer!. An infatiable zeal for the Turkifh

fuperftition, and an unconquerable averfion for

the feci: of Ali, prompted them to maffacre thou-

fands of Perfians in cold blood. In the mean

time, the provinces they had not entered, were

ravaged by the Ruffians, Turks, and Tartars,

Th'.mas Kouli-Khan drove thefe robbers out of

this country, but fhewed himfelf ftill more barba-

rous than they were. His violent death gave rife

to new calamities. Anarchy aggravates the cruel-

ties of tyranny. One of the fineft empires in the

world is become an extenfive fcene of defolation,

and a lading and fhameful monument of that den

ftructive inftincf. that animates uncivilized people,

and is at the fame time an inevitable confequence

of the evils of defpotic government.

During this general confufion, the Englifh

fales in Perfia confifted of no more than a hun-

dred bales of woollen manufactures, two hundred

thoufand weight of iron, and the fame quantity

of lead. Thefe articles, taken together, brought

them no more than from twelve to thirteen hun-

dred thoufand livres * paid in money. This lan-

guid Hate of trade determined the company to

fjllovv
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follow the example of their rivals, and to feek

thofe advantages at Baffora, which they could not

obtain at Gombroon.

Bassora is a large city, built by the Arabs

in the height of their profperity, fifteen leagues

below the place where the Tigris and Euphrates

meet, and at the fame diftance from the Perfian

Gulph, into which thefe rivers empty themfelves.

Its inhabitants are computed at fifty thoufand

;

confiding of Arabs, fifteen hundred Armenians;

and a fmall number of families of different nations

whom the hope of gain has attracted. Its terri-

tory abounds >in rice, fruits, pulfe, cotton, and par-

ticularly in dates.

The port of Baffora, as thofe who firft efta-

blifhed it forefaw, became a famous mart. The

merchandife of Europe was brought thither, by the

Euphrates, and that of India by fea. The tyran-

ny of the Portuguefe intercepted this communica-

tion. It would have been opened again when

their power declined, had not this unhappy coun-

try continually been the fcene of the difputes be-

tween the Arabs, the Perfians, and the Turks,

This lair, power being in quiet pofleffion of this

harbour, have availed themfelves of the troubles

of their neighbours to renew the trade. The mer-

cantile bufinefs, which was before tranfacied at

Gombroon, is at prefent centered at Baffora, which

has recovered its credit and importance.

This change has not been effected without

difficulty. At firft the people of the country

would not permit the traders to come out of the

river.
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river. They forefaw, that if thefe foreigners were

permitted to fettle in the city, they would not be fo

much under their direction, and might lay up in

their magazines fuch of their commodities as they

could not fell during one moonfoon, with a view of

difpodng of them with greater advantage at an-

other time. To this maxim, which was the refuk

of an ill-judged avarice, were added others arifing

from fuperftitious notions. It was deemed a vio-

lation of the refpect due to religion to permit in-

fidels to inhabit a city, confecrated by the blood of

fo many martyrs and faints of the Mohammedan
perfuafion ; a prejudice that feemed to have fome

weight with the government-, but thefe fcruples

were foon overcome. Pecuniary considerations

were offered by the nations, and they were allowed

to eftablim factories, and even to clifplay their

refpective flags there.

Revolutions are fo frequent in Afia, that

trade cannot poflibly be carried on in the fame

continued track as it is in Europe. Thefe events,

joined to the little communication between the

different ftate.s, either by land or by fea, muft

naturally occafion great variations in the quan-

tity and value of commodities. BaiTora, on ac-

count of its great diitance from the center of

trade, is more expofed to this inconvenience than

any other place. However, upon an average,

we need not be under any apprehenfion of de-

parting much from the ftricteft truth, when we

venture to eftimate the merchandife annually

brought there by way of the Gulph, at twelve

millions.
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millions*. Of this the Engjifh furnifh four mil-

lions •fs the Dutch two J, the Moors, Banians,

Armenians and Arabs, furnifh the remainder.

The cargoes of thefe nations confifi of rice, fu-

gar, plain, ftriped and flowered mufiins from Ben-

gal, fpices from Ceylon and the Molucca iflands

coarfe, white, and blue cottons from Coromandel

cardamum, pepper, fanders -wood, from Malabar

gold and filver fluffs, turbans, fhawls, indigo, from

Surat; pearls from Baharen, and coffee from Mo-

cha-, iron, lead, and woollen-cloth from Europe^

Other articles of lefs confequence are importedfrom

different places. Some of thefe commodities are

fhipped on board fmall Arabian veffels, but the

greater part is brought by European fhips, which

have the advantage of a confiderable freight.

This merchandife is fold for ready money ; and

paffes through the hands of the Greeks, Jews, and

Armenians. The Banians are employed in chang-

ing the coin current at Baffora, for that which is

of higher value in India.

The different commodities collected at Baffora

are distributed into three channels. One half of

them goes to Perfia, whither ,they are conveyed

by the caravans j there being no navigable river in

the whole empire. The chief confumption is in

the northren provinces, which have not been fo

much ravaged as thofe in the fouth. Both of them

formerly made their payments in precious Hones.,

which were become common by the plunder of

India. They had afterwards recourfe to copper

* 525,0001. 1 175,0001. x 87,5001.

utenfils,
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utenfils, which had been exceedingly multiplied

from the great abundance of copper mines. At laft

they gave gold and filver in exchange, which had

been concealed during a long fcene of tyranny, and

are continually dug out of ihe bowels of the earth.

If they do not allow time for the trees that produce

gum, and have been cut to make frefli moots ; if

they negleiSt to multiply the breed of the goatS'

which afford fuch fine wool-, and if the filks, which

sa.re hardly fufficient to fupply the few manufactures

remaining in Perlia, continue to be fo fcarce; in a

word, if this empire does not rife again from its

.afhes, the mines will be exhaufted, and this fource

of commerce mull be given up.

The fecond channel is a more fure one, by the way

of Bagdad, Aleppo, and other intermediate towns^

whofe merchants come to buy their goods at Baffora;

Coffee, linen, fpices, and other merchandife that

pafs this way, are taken in exchange for gold?

French woollen-cloths, galls, and orpiment, which

is an ingredient in colours* and much ufed by the

eaftern people to extirpate their hair.

Another much Icfsconfiderable channel is that of

Arabia Deferta. The Arabs; bordering upon Boflbra,

repair annually to Aleppo in the fpringjto fellthein

camels. It is ufual to give them credit for muflirrtl I

which they buy very cheap to the amount of fix hun-

dred thoufand livres *. They return in the autumn*

bringing woollen-cloths, coral, hard- ware, and fome

glaf3 and mirrors from Venice. The Arabian cara-

vans are never molefted in their journey ; nor are

foreigners in any danger, if they take care to carry

* 26,2,531-

along
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along with them a perfon belonging to each of the

tribes they may happen to meet with. This road

through the defert would be univerfally preferred

to that of Bagdad, on account of fafety, expedition,

and the advantages of fale, if the Pacha of the pro-

vince, who has eftablifned tolls in different parts

of his territory, did not ufe every poffible precau-

tion to hinder this communication. It is only by

eluding the vigilance of his deputies, that one can

prevail upon the Arabs to carry with them fome

goods, which will not take up much room.

Besides thefe exportations, there is a pretty large

confumptiorijefpecially of coffee, at Baffora, and the

territories belonging to it. Thefe articles are paid for

in dates, pearls, rofe-water, dried fruits, and grain

when that is allowed to be difpofedof to foreigners.

This trade would be more extenfive, if it were

freed from the fhackles that confine it. But the

activity that might be expe&ed from the natives

of the country is continually damped by the op-

preffions they labour under, efpecially at a diftance

from the centre of the empire. The foreigners are

fio lefs oppreffed by governors, who derive from

their extortions the advantage of maintaining them--

felves in their office, and frequently of fecuring

their lives. Were it pofnble in fome meafure to

affuage this thirft of gold, it would foon be re-

newed by the rivalfhip of the European nations,

whofe ible aim is to fupplant one another, and

who, to gain their ends, fcruple not to employ the

moft execrable expedients; A ftriking inftance of

this odious fpirit ofjealoufy happened in 1748.

Baron



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE
Baron Knyphausen managed the Dutch facto-

ry at Baffora with extraordinary fuccefs. The En'g-

lifh found themfelves in eminent danger of Tofing

the fuperiority they had acquired at this place, as

well as in moft of the fea-ports in India. The dread

of an event which muft wound at the fame time

their interefts and their vanity betrayed them into

injuftice. They excited the Turkifh government

to fupprefs a branch of trade that was ufeful to ir^

and procured an order for the confifcation of the

merchandife and poffeflions of their rivals.

The Dutch factor, who under the character of

a merchant concealed the ftatefm an, inftantly took

a refolution worthy of a man of genius. He re-

tired with his dependents and the broken remains

of his fortune to Karek, a fmall ifland at the dif-

tance of fifteen leagues from the mouth of the

river : where he fortified himfelf in iuch a manner,:

that by intercepting the Arabian and Indian vef-

fels, bound for the city, he compelled the govern-

ment to grant him an indemnification for the loffes

he had fuftained by its behaviour. The fame of

his integrity and abilities drew to his ifland the

privateers of the neighbouring ports, the very

merchants of Baffora and the Europeans who

traded thither. The profperity of this new colony

was daily increafing, when it was forfaken by its

founder. The fucceffor of this able man did not

difplay the fame talents. Towards the end of the

year 1765 he fuffered himfelf to be difpoffeffed of

his ifland by the Arabian Corfair Mirmahana-

The Company loft an important po(l, and more

than
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than two millions *, in artillery, provifions and B ° ° K

merchandife.
t

'—*—

'

By this event BavTora was freed from a rivalfhip

that was prejudicial to its interefts ; but an un»

forefeen and much more formidable one has fuc-

ceeded in its room, which is that of Mufkat.

Muskat is a city in Arabia, fituated on the

weftern fide of the Perfian Gulph. The great Al-

buquerque made himfelf mafter of it in 1507, and

ruined its trade, which he wanted to transfer

wholly to Ormus. When the Portuguefe had loft

this fmall kingdom, they were defirous of reviving

the trade at Mufkat, of which they ftill kept pof-

feffion. Their endeavours proved ineffectual ; and

the merchants bent their courfe to Gombroon,

They dreaded the infolence of the old tyrants of

India ; and were unwilling to rely upon their

fidelity. No veflels entered the harbour except

thofe brought in by the Portuguefe themfelves.

It ceafed to be frequented by the fhips of every

nation, after thefe imperious matters were driven

from it in 1648. Their pride prevailing over

their views of intereft, made them no longer de-

firous of going thither : and they had ftill a fuf-

ficient degree of influence to prevent any fhips

from entering the harbour, or going out of it.

The decline of their power tempted the inha-

bitants of Mufkat to the fame adts of piracy, to

which they themfelves had fo long been expofed.

They made defcents upon the coafts of their an-

cient oppreffors; and the fuccefs they met with

Vol. I. B b encou-

* 87,5001,
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b 00 k encouraged them to attack the fmall Moorifh and
*

- v- .

-* European veffels that frequented the Perfian Gulplu

But they were fo feverely chaftifed for their plun-

ders by feveral nations, and efpeciaMy by the Eng-

lim, that they were obliged to defMt. From that

period the city fank into a ftate of obfcurity, which

was prolonged for a confiderable time by interline

broils,, and foreign invafions. At length the govern-

ment affuming a more regular form at Mufkat, and

in the whole country under the jurifdiction of its

Iman, its commerce began to - revive about the

year 1749...

. The articles of coniumption in the country it--

felf are rice, blue linens, iron, lead, fugar, and fome

fpices ; the returns for which are made in myrrhy

incenfe, gum-arabic, and a fmall quantity of filver.

This trade, however, would not be confiderable

enough to invite mips hither, if Muikat, which is

fituated pretty near the entrance of the Perfian Sea,

-were not an excellent mart for the innermoft part of

the Gulph. All trading nations begin to give it the

preference toBaiTora; becaufe it makes their voyage

ihorter by three months; they are free from any kind

of extortion y and imports are lowered to one and a

half per cent. The merchandife, indeed, is after-

wards to be carried to BafTora, where it pays a tax

of three per cent, but the Arabs fail with fo little

expence, and have fo many methods of eluding the

tolls, that they will always rind their account in

difpofing of their goods at Muikat. Befides this
?

the dates, v/hich are produced at BafTora in greater

plenty and perfection, than any other article, and.

arc
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are often ipoilt on board large vefTels that fail (low-

ly, are conveyed with the utmoft expedition in light

barks to Malabar, and the Red Sea. There is a par-

ticular reafon which will always determine the Eng-

lifh, who trade for themfelves, to frequent Mulkat.

They are there exempted from the five per cent,

which they are obliged to pay at BafTora, as well

as at all other places where their company have

made fettlements.

The company have never attempted to eftablifh

themfelves on the ifland of Baharen ; which we are

at a lofs to account for. This ifland, which lies in th@

Perfian gulph, has often changed its mailers. It fell

with Ormus, under the dominion ofthe Portuguefe,

and was governed by the fame laws. Thefe conque-

rors were afterwards deprived of it, and it has fince.

undergone a variety of revolutions. ThamasKouli

Khan reflored it to Perfia, to which it had belonged.

This haughty ufurper at that time conceived the

plan of forming a moil extenfive empire. He wanted

to make himfelf mailer of two feas, fome coafls of

which he already po'flefFed : but finding that his fub-

jedts oppofed his defign inftead of favouring it, he

had recourfe to one ofthofe arbitrary ads which ty-

rants make no fcruple of exercifing* and trartfported

his fubjects in the Perfian Gulph to the Cafpian Sea»

and thofe in the Cafpian Sea to the Perfian Gulph.

He looked upon this double transmigration as the

necenary means of breaking the connections which

both thefe people had formed with his enemies,

and of fecuring their fidelity, if he could not en-

gage their attachment. His death put a period to

B b i hi%
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his vaft defigns : and the confufion into which.

his empire was thrown, afforded a fair opportu-

nity to an ambitious and enterprizing Arab of

taking pofTeffion of Baharen, where he ftill main-

tains his authority.

This ifland, famous for its pearl fifhery even

at the time when pearls were found at Ormus,

Karek, Kefhy, and other places in the Gulph,

is now become of much greater confequence ;

the other banks having been exhaufted, while this

has fuffered no fenfible diminution. The time of

fifhing begins in April, and ends in October. It

is confined to a tract of four or five leagues.

The Arabs, who alone follow this employment,

pafs their nights upon the ifland or the coaft, unlefs

they are prevented by the wind from going on fhore.

They formerly paid a toll, which was received by

the galliots on that ftation. Since the laft altera-

tion, none but the inhabitants of this ifland pay

this acknowledgment to their Scheik, who is not

in a condition to demand them from others.

The pearls taken at Baharen, though not fo

white as thofe of Ceylon and Japan, are much

larger than thofe of the former place, and of a

more regular fhape than thofe of the latter. They

are of a yeliowifh call ; but have this recommen-

dation, that they preferve their golden hue;

whereas the whiter kind lofe much of their luftre

by keeping, particularly in hot countries. The

ihell of both thefe fpecies, which is known by

the name of mother of pearl, is ufed in Afia for

various purpofes.

The
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The annual revenue arifing from the fifhery in E ° ° K

the latitude of Baharen, is computed at 3,600,000
*—*—-^

livres*. The greateft part of the pearls that are

uneven, are carried to Conftantinople, and other

ports of Turky ; where the larger compofe part

of the ornaments of the head-drefs, and the fmaller

are ufed in works of embroidery. The perfect

pearls muft be referved for Surat, from whence

they are diftributed throughout all Indoftan. The

women have fo ftrong a paffion for luxury, and

the fale of this article is fo much increafed by fu-

perftition, that there is not the leaft reafon to ap-

prehend any diminution either in the price or the

demand. There are none of the Gentiles who do

not make it a point of religion to bore at leaft

one pearl at the time of their marriage. What-

ever may be the myfterious meaning of this cuflom

among a people whofe morality and politics are

couched in allegories, or where allegory becomes

religion; this emblem ofvirgin modefty has proved

advantageous to the pearl trade. The pearls that

have not newly been bored make a part of drefs ;

but cannot have a place in the marriage ceremony,

where one new pearl is at leaft indifpenfable. They

are accordingly always fold five and twenty or thirty

per cent, cheaper than thofe which come from the

Gulph, where they are taken. There are no pearls

at Malabar; but it has riches of another kind,

Malabar is, properly fpeaking, a country ?enera
r
1

,* r r J 1 ° * Hate or the

ihuated between Cape Comorin and the river of trade on the
1 coadofMa-

Feticeram, But to make our narrative the bet- labar; and

that of the

* 157,5001. . .

' Engliihin

„ , particular.

B b 1 ter
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ter underflood, by accommodating it to the no-

tions generally received in Europe, we ihall give

this name to the whole track extending from the

Induft to Cape Comorin, including the adjacent

iilands, and beginning with the Maldives.

The Maldives form a long chain of iflands to

the weft of Cape Comorin, which is the nearer!

part of the Terra Firma. They are divided into

thirteen provinces, which are called atollons.

This division is the work of nature, that has fur-

rounded each atollon with a barrier of rocks,

furniihing a better defence than the ftrongeft forti-

fication againft the impetuofity of the waves, or the

attacks of an enemy. The natives reckon the num-

ber of thefe iilands ar twelve thoufand ; the fmallefh

of which are nothing' more than banks of fand

that are overflowed at high tides, and the largefl

very fmall in circumference. Of all the channels

that feparate them, there are only four capable of

receiving mips. The reft are fo fhallow, that they

have feldom more than three feet water. It is con-

jectured, with probability, that all thefe different

iflands were formerly one, and that the force of the

waves and currents, or fome great natural event,

has divided them into feveral portions.

It is probable, that this Archipelago was ori-

ginally peopled from Malabar. Afterwards the

Arabians went there, ufurped the fovereignty,

and eflablifhed their own religion. At length

the two nations were united into one ; when the

Portuguefe, foon after their arrival in India,

reduced them to fubje&ion. This tyranny was

of
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of fhort continuance. The garrifon which held B ° ° K

them in flavery was exterminated, and the Mai- *-—v—

'

dives recovered their independence. Since this pe-

riod they have fallen under the yoke of an arbitra-

ry prince, who keeps his court at Male, and has

refigned the whole authority to the priefts. He is

the fole merchant in his dominions.

An adminiftration of this ftamp, and the bar-

rennefs of the country, which produces nothing

but cocoa-trees, prevents the trade from being con-

fiderable. The exports confift only of cowries.,

fifh, and kayar.

Kayar is the "bark of the cocoa-tree, of which

cables are made, that ferve for the Indian naviga-

tion. This is no where fo good, and in fuch plenty

as in the Maldives. A great quantity of it is carri-

ed, with fome cowries, to Ceylon, where thefe com-

modities are exchanged for the areca nut.

The fifh called in the country conplemaiTe,

Is dried in the fun. It is falted by dipping it fe-

veral times in the fea, and cut into pieces of the

thicknefs and length of a man's finger. Cargoes

of it are annually brought to Achen, which are

purchafed with gold and benzoin. The gold re-

mains in the Maldives; and the benzoin is fent

to Mocha, where it procures in return about three

hundred bales of coffee for the eonfumption of thefe

iflands.

Cowries are white and mining fhells. The

inhabitants fifh for them twice a month-, three

4ays before the new moon, and three days after.

This empolyment belongs to the women, who

B b 4 wade
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K wac*e to tne middle in water to gather them upon

^—v—
' the fands. They are put up in parcels, each con-

taining twelve thoufand. Thofe that are not circu-

lated in the country, or carried to Ceylon are fent to

the banks of the Ganges. A great number of vef-

fels annually fail from this river, laden with fugar,

rice, linen, and other lefs considerable articles for the

ufe of the Maldives, and return with a cargo of

cowries valued at about 700,000 livres*. One part

is circulated in Bengal, where it ferves as fmall coin.

The reft is taken off by the Europeans, who ufe it

with advantage in their trade with Africa. They buy

it at fix fols-j- a pound, and fell it from twelve to

eighteen J in their feveral capitals : it is worth thirty-?

five livres
||
in Guinea.

The kingdom of Travancor, which extends

from Cape Comorin to the frontiers of Cochin,

was not formerly in poffeffion of a. greater fhare,

of opulence- than the Maldives, It is probable

that it owed the prefervation of its independency to

its poverty, when the Moguls made themfelves maf-

ters of Madura. The father of the prefent mo-

narch added more dignity to his crown than any of

his predeceflbrs. He was a man of great abilities,

A neighbouring ftate had fent him two ambaffa-

cfors, one of whom began a long harangue, which

the other was preparing to continue, B.e not te-

dious, faid the prince, with an auftere brow, life is

Jhort. This prince formed a fmall body of troops

of the French and Portuguefe deferters, which,

30,625!. f About 3d, \ Near 8 d. on an average,

iL ios. yd. &

m
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in time of peace, performed the military duties B
1

°
II

o;^

in the citadel of Rotate, with as much regularity w-v-**/

as our garriibns, and were of fignai fervice in en-

larging his dominions in time of war. The in-

terior parts of his country were benefited by his

conquefts, a circumftance that rarely happens.

He eftablifhed in them fome manufactories of

coarfe cottons, which were at firft difpofed of

among the Dutch at Tutocorin, and were after-

wards carried to the Englifh factory at Anjengo.

There are two European fettlements in the

kingdom of Travancor: that of the Danes at

Kolechey is nothing more than a fmall ftorehoufe,

where they might neverthelefs be regularly fup-

plied with two hundred thoufand weight of pep-

per. Such is their indolence, or their poverty,

that they have made but one purchafe, and that

only of a very fmall quantity, theie ten years.

The Englifh factory at Anjengo has four fmall

baftions without ditches, and a garrifon of a hun-

dred and fifty black and white men. It is fituated on

a fandy point of land at the mouth of a fmall river,

which, is three-fourrhs of the year choaked up with

fand. Its village is well peopled, and full of ma-

nufactures. This fettlement is, in general, more

lucrative to the agents of the company, who buy

pepper, large cinnamon, and very good kayar on

their own account, than to the company themfelves,

who trade only for fifty thoufand weight of pepper,

and fome linens of fmall value.

Cochin was a place of great note when the

Fortuguefe arrived in India. They made them-

felves
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felves matters of it, and were afterwards difpof-

feffed by the Dutch. The fovereign, at the time

this place was taken from him, had preferved his

dominions, which, in the fpace of twenty-five

years, have been repeatedly invaded by the people

of Travancor. His misfortunes have obliged

him to retire tinder the walls of his ancient capi-

tal, where he lives upon a revenue of 14,400

livres*, which was ftipulated to be paid him by

ancient capitulations, out of the produce of his

euftoms. In the fame fuburb is a colony of in-

duftrious Jews, who are white men, and ridicu-

loufly pretend to have been fettled here fince the

time of the Babylonifh
,
captivity, but have cer-

tainly been in this fituation a very confiderable

time. A town encompaffed with fertile lands,

and built upon a river that receives veffels of five

hundred tons burthen, and communicates by fe-,

veral navigable branches to the interior parts of

the country, may naturally be expected to be in

a flourifhing condition. If it is otherwife, the

blame muft lie on the opprefiive nature of the

government.

This opprefiive fpririt is at leaft as fenfibly felt

at Calicut : all nations are admitted thither, but

none have any fway. The fovereign who refides

there at prefent is a Bramin. This is almoft the

only throne in India that is filled by a perfon of

this firft clafs. In other places the crown is worn

by the inferior claflfes ; and even by perfons of

fuch obfcure origin, that their domeftics would

* 6301.

be
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be difhonoured and banifhed from their tribes, if B °
n
° K

they condefcended even to eat with their monarchs. ^—rw*

Thefe people take care not to boaft. of flipping with

the king: this prejudice is not, perhaps, more ri-

diculous than any other. It humbles the pride of

princes, and deprives courtiers of one fource of va-

nity. Such is the influence of fuperftition, that it

gives rife to the univerfal prevalence of opinion. By

fuperftition artifice divides the empire with power:

when the latter has conquered and en (laved the world,

the former interpofes and prefcribes laws in its turn:

they enter into a league with each other, mankind

fall proftrate, and fubmit to their chains. Accord-

ingly the Bramins, who are the depositaries of

religion and the fciences throughout Indoftan, are

every where employed by the Rajahs as minifters

or fecretaries of ftate, and make what arrange-

ments they think proper ; but affairs are not the

better managed on that account.

The adminiftration of Calicut is bad in general,

and that of the capital ftill worfe. No police is

eftablifhed, no fortifications are raifed. The
trade, which is clogged with a multiplicity of im-

ports, is almoin entirely in the hands of a few of

the mod abandoned and faithlefs Moors in Alia.

One of itsgreateft advantages is, that by the river

Baypore, which is only at two leagues diftance,

it has the means of being furniihed with teak

timber, which grows upon the plains and moun-

tains in great abundance.

The territories that border upon Calicut, and

belong to the houfe of Colaftry, are little known,

2, except
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except by the French colony at Mahe, which is

gathering frefh ftrength, and that of the EnMifh

at Telkcherrry, which has experienced no misfor-

tune. The latter has a fort flanked with four

baftions without ditches, a garrifon of three hun-

dred Europeans, five hundred fipahis, and to the

amount of about fifteen thoufand inhabitants.

The company to which it belongs receives from it

annually fifteen hundred thoufand pounds weight

of pepper.

If we except a few principalities that fcarce de-

ferve mention, the ftates we have been defcribing

properly conftitute the whole of the Malabar coaft,

a country more agreeable than opulent. The exports

are few, befides aromatics and fpices. The principal

articles are fanders wood, India faffron, cardamum,

ginger, baftard cinnamon, and pepper.

The fantalum or fanders grows to the fize of a

walnut-tree -, the fruit, which in fome degree re-

fembles a cherry, is of no value. The wood,

which is better in Malabar than in any other place

except Kanara, where it grows in flill higher per-

fection, is either red, yellow, or white. From the

two laft kinds an oil is extracted, with which the,

Chinefe, Indians, Perfians, Arabians and Turks

anoint their bodies. It is likewife burnt in their

houfes, and yields a fragant and wholefome fmell.

The red fanders is leaft efteemed, and is fcarcq

ever ufed but in medicine.

The Indian faffron, called by the phyficians

curcuma, is a plant with leaves refembling thofe

of the vyhite hellebore; the flower is of a fine pur-

ple



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 33t

pie colour, and the fruit has, like our chefnuts, a b o o k
. . in.

rough coat containing the feed, which is round *—*—j

like a pea. The root, which has a bitter tafte,

and has long been efteemed of an aperient quality,

was formerly ufed as a remedy for the jaundice.

The Indians make a yellow die of it, and it is an

ingredient in moll of their difhes.

The cardamum is a grain generally ufed in

Indian ragouts : it propagates itfelf without fow- -

ing or planting. Nothing more is required than,

as foon as the rainy feafon is over, to fet fire to

the herb that has produced it. It is often mixed

with areca and betel, and fometimes chewed after-

wards. The fort moft efteemed, which is fmall,

grows in the territory ofCananor; it is ufed in

medicine chiefly to help digeftion,andtoftrengthen

the ftomach.

Ginger is a plant whofe root is white, tender,

and almoft as pungent to the palate as pepper.

The Indians put it into their rice, which is their

common diet, to correct its natural infipidity.

This fpice, mixed with others, gives the dimes

feafoned with it a ftrong tafte, which is extremely

difagreeable to ftrangers. The Europeans, how-

ever, who come to Afia in low circumftances are

obliged to accuftom themfelves to it. Others

adopt it out of complaifance to their wives, who

are generally natives of the country. It is here,

as in all other places, much eafier for the men to

conform to the tafte and foibles of the women,

than to get the better of them. Perhaps too the

climate may require this manner of living*

4 Bastard
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K Bastard cinnamon, known in Europe by the

y»v-o name of ca'ffia lignea, is to be had at Timor, Ja-

va, and Mindanao ; but that which grows on the

Malabar coaft is much fuperior. The Dutch, def-

pairing of being able to root up all the trees out of

theforefts that produce it, fell upon the expedient,'

during their fuperiority in Malabar, of requiring'

the fovereigns of the country to renounce their

fight of barking them; This engagement, which

was never flrictly obferved, has been lefs fulfilled

fince the nation that made it has loft its authority,-

and the price of the cinnamon of Ceylon has been

advanced in confequence of that nieafure. The'

prefent produce at Malabar may be computed at

two hundred thoufand weight. The fmalleft

portion of it is brought to Europe, where it is fold

for good cinnamon by merchants who are not very

Honeft ; the reft is difpofed of in India, where it is

fold at twenty and from thence to twenty-five fols*

a pound, though it colls no more than fix.f The

trade is entirely in the hands of the free Englifli

merchants; it may admit of improvement, but

will never be equal to that of pepper.

The pepper-plant is a fhrub whofe root is filial!,'

fibrous, and flexible; it rifes into a item, which?

fequires a tree or a prop to fupport it. Its wood

has the fame fort of knots as the vine; arid when

it is dry,- it exactly refembles the vine-branch.1

The leaves, which have a ftrong fmell and a pun-

gent tafte, are of an oval ftiape j but they diminifh

towards the extremityj and terminate in a point*

* From iod. \ ti> about 13d. f Aboiltt 3d.

From
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From the flower-buds, which are white, and are

fometimes placed in the middle, and fometimes at

the extremity of the branches, are produced fmall

berries refemblins: thofe of the currant-tree. Each

of thefe contains between twenty and thirty corns of

pepper ; they are commonly gathered in October,

and expofed to the fun feven or eight days. The

fruit, which was green at firft, and afterwards red,

when ftripped of its covering, aflumes the appear-

ance it has when we fee it. The largeft3 heaviefl,

and leaft ftirivelled, is the belt.

The pepper-plant flourifhes in the iflands of

Java, Sumatra, and Ceylon, and more particularly

on the Malabar coaft. It is not fown, but planted

;

and great nicety is required in the choice of the

ihoots. It produces no fruit till the end of three

years ; but bears lb plentifully the three fucceeding

years, that fome plants yield between fix and ftven

pounds of pepper. The bark then begins to fhrink;

and the fhrub declines fo faft, that in twelve years

time it ceafes bearing.

The culture of pepper is not difficult ; it is fuffi-

cient to plant it in a rich foil, and carefully to pullup

the weeds that grow in great abundance round its

roots, efpecially the three firft years. As the fun is

highly neceffary to the growth of the pepper-plant,

when it is ready to bear, the trees
5 that fupport it muft

be lopped, to prevent their made from injuring the

fruit. When the feafon is over, it is proper to crop

the head of the plant. Without this precaution there

would be too much wood, and little fruit.

The
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book The pepper exported from Malabar, which

was formerly entirely in the hands of the Portu-

guefe, and is at prefent divided between the Dutch,

Englifh, and French, amounts to about ten mil-

lions weight. At ten fols a pound * it is worth

five millions "j?•: it is exported, with other pro-

ductions, for half that fum. By the fale of thefe

commodities the country is enabled to purchafe

rice from the Ganges and Canara, coarfe linens

from Myfore and Bengal, and feveral forts of goods

from Europe. The payments in money amount

to little or nothing.

Kanara, a country bordering upon Malabar

properly fo called, was formerly more opulent. It

was an almoft inexhauftible granary of rice ; but

has been much on the decline fince it fubmitted to

the yoke of Heyder-Aly-Kan. The trade of this

country, which was carried on with freedom at

Mangalore the capital, is entirely engroffed by the

conqueror, who will deliver his commodities to

none butthofe who furnifh him with arms, powder

and ammunition. The Portuguefe are the only

people exempted from this law, who having been

formerly mailers of the province, have always re-

tained one ftapie which fupplies Goa.

The commerce, that raifed Venice from her

canals, and Amiterdam from her marines, had

rendered Goa the center of the riches of India,

and the moft celebrated riiart in the world. It is

now reduced to nothing, though it is defended

• 5M t *x8,75ol.
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by two thoufand European foldiers, by a company B ° K

of artillery, and by five thoufand fipahis, and that
*

—

******

it is an annual cxpence to the flate of thirteen or

fourteen hundred thoufand livres *. Superftition,

the Autos da Fe, and the monks, extinguifh all

defire of feeing it reftored to its former ftate.

Deprived of fo many fertile provinces, which im-

plicitly obey its laws, it has nothing remaining

but the fmall ifland on which it is built, and the

two peninfulas that form its harbour.

Near a century ago a power was eftablifhed

by fea and land to the north of Goa, the increafe

of which was not forefeen by any body. The
name of the founder of it was Konna Ji Angria.

He made himfelf mailer of the fmall ifland of

Severndroog, where he had ferved as a foldiert

and built a light vefTel on which he embarked as

a pirate. At firfl he confined his attacks to the

Moorifh or Indian vefifels trading upon that coaft.

His fuccefs* experience, and the number of ad-

venturers whom the fame of his courage and

generofity invited to join him, enabled him to

engage in the greater! enterprifes. By degrees he

acquired a dominion extending forty leagues

along the fea-coaft, or which ran up between

twenty and thirty miles in the inland country,

according to the natural difpofition of the places,

and the facility of their being defended. His

fuccefs and renown were, however, principally

owing to his naval operations ; which were con-

tinued with good fortune by his fucceflbrs. Thefe

* About 5 9, Tool, on an average.

Vol. I. C c pirates
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P*rates being matters of the coaft, attacked the

4—«—
' flag of all nations without diflinclion. Befules a

great number of fmall veflels, they took fhips of

the largeft fize from the European powers •, the

Derby and the R.eftoration belonging to the Engliih,

the Jupiter belonging to the French, and three

Dutch velfels at one time, one of which carried

fifty guns.

The plans of the Engliih were difconcerted by

thefe depredations. They had viewed with plea-

fure the firft attempts of thefe pirates, which

threw the greateft part of the trade, and the

whole navigation into their hands ; becaufe their

fhips were of greater force and better manned than

thofe of the country. They could no longer boaft

this advantage, when the veffels belonging to Bom-

- bay, which traded upon the coaft, were infulted,

cargoes plundered, and the failors taken prifo-

ners. The precaution taken never to fail without

a convoy was very expenfive, and proved ineffec-

tual. The convoys were often molefted, and

fometimes taken. Thefe depredations determin-

ed the company in 1722 to join their forces with

thofe of the Portuguefe, who were equally exaf-

perated againft thefe pirates; and it was deter-

mined between them to deftroy the place of their

refort. The expedition was difgraceful and abor-

tive. That which was undertaken by the Dutch,

two years after, with feven men of war and two

bomb ketches, met with no better fuccefs. At

length the Marattas, upon Angria's refufing to

pay a tribute which had long been cuftomary,

agreed
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agreed to attack the common enemy by land
?
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whilft the Englifti attacked them by fea. This
s

d
'

confederacy obtained a complete conqueit. Mofl

of the harbours and forts were taken in the cam-

paign of 1755. Geriah* the capital, furrendered

the year following, and with it fell a power

whofe profperity had been only founded on pub-

lic calamities. By its ruin the power of the Ma-

rattas, which was formidable already, was unhap-

pily increafed.

These people, who had been long confined

within the limits of their mountains, have by

degrees extended themfelves towards the fea,

and at prefent poffefs the large fpace between

Surat and Goa, where they equally threaten thefe

two cities. They are famous for their incur-

fions and depredations on the coaft of Coro-

mandelj the neighbourhood of Delhi, and on the

banks of the Ganges ; but the center of their

greateft ffrength, and their fixed nation is at

Malabar. That fpirit of rapine, which they carry

into the countries where they occafionally make

inroads, is forfaken in the provinces they have

conquered. One may venture to foretell that

Bacaim, Chaul, Dabul, and many other places,

which were fo long opprefTed by the tyranny

of the Portuguefe, will regain their former im-

portance under the government of the Marattas.

The fate of Surat is an object of ftill greater

confequence.

This town was for a long time the only fea-

port for the exportation of the manufactures of

C c 2, the
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the Mogul empire, and the importation of whatever

was neceffary to fupply its confumption. To
fecure its allegiance, and provide for its defence,

a citadel was built, the commandant of which

had no authority over that of the town ; care

was even taken to chufe two governors, who,

from their character, were not likely to unite in

oppreffing trade. Some difagreeable circumftan-

ces gave rife to a third power. The Indian feas

were infefted with pirates who interrupted the

navigation, and hindered devout Mufiulmen from

making voyages to Mecca. The emperor thought

the chief of a colony of Coffrees, who were fettled

at Rajapour, would be the proper perfon to flop

the progrefs of thefe depredations, and therefore

appointed him his admiral. Three lacks of rou-

pees, or 720,000 livres *, were afligned him for

his annual pay. This falary not being punctual-

ly paid, the admiral feized the caftle, and from

that fortrefs laid the town under contribution.

A fcene of general confufion enfued ; and the

avarice of the Marattas, which was always active,

became more eager than ever. Thefe Barbarians,

who had extended their ufurpations even to the

gates of the place, had, for a long time, been

allowed a third part of the duties, on condition

that they fhould not moleft the inland trade.

They contented themfelves with this contribu-

tion, fo long as fortune did not throw more con-

iiderable advantages in their way. As foon as

they perceived this ferment among the citizens,

* Between 30,000!. and 40,000!.

not
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not doubting that one of the parties might be tranf- book
ported fo far by refentment as to open the gates to »—*i.

^

them, they drew their forces near to the walls.

The traders finding their effects daily in danger

of being plundered, called the Englifh to their af-

fiftance in 1759, and aided them in taking the cita-

del. The court of Delhi confirmed them in the pof-

ieflion of it, and in the exercife of the naval com-

mand, together with the appointments annexed to

both commiffions. This revolution reftored tran-

quillity to Surat; but Bombay, which was the caufe

of it, acquired an addition of credit, wealth, and

power.

This fmall ifland, which is not more than twenty

miles in circumference, was, for a long time, of lit-

tle fervice to the Engliih. No man chofe to fettle in

a country, fo unhealthy, as to give rife to the pro-

verb, That at Bombay a mans life did not exceed two

monfoons: the unwholefomenefs of the air was attri-

buted to the bad quality of the water, the low

marfhy grounds, and to the offenfive fmell of the

fifh ufed in manuring the roots of trees. Every

poflible remedy was ufed to remove thefe caufes of

mortality. The number of inhabitants in the co-

lony increafed in proportion as thefe deftructive

principles were diminifhed: it is computed to

amount at prefent to fifty thoufand Indians, born

in the if]and, or induced to fettle there by the

lenity of the government. Of thefe, fome are

employed in the cultivation of rice, a greater

number in that of cocoa-trees which cover the

plains, and the reft are engaged in navigation

C c 3 and
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and other ufeful labours, which are continually

improving.

Bombay was at firft confidered in no other light

than that of an excellent harbour, which in time of

peace ferved as a place of refrefhment for the mer-

chant-men frequenting the Malabar coait ; and in

time of war, as a winter ftation for the fquadrons

that government might fend to India. This was a

very val uable advantage in feas where there are fo

few good bays, and where the Englim have no other

but this. The fettlement has fmce been rendered

much more ufeful. The company have made it

the mart of all their trade with Malabar, Surat,

and the Perfian and Arabian Gulphs. Its fituation

has invited the Englim merchants to refort thither i

and by their means trade is carried on with greater

fpirit. The tyranny exercifed by the Angrias up-

on the continent has compelled fome of the Bani-

ans to take refuge at Bombay, notwithftanding

the averfion thefe people, who never drink fpiri-

tuous liquors, mnft have for living in a place where

the water is fo bad. Some rich Moors have like-

wife removed hither in confequence of the diftur-

bances at Surat.

It is not to be imagined, that fuch a num-

ber of men, who, with the advantages of in-

duftry and large capitals, were intent on amaffing

wealth, would remain inactive. From Mala-

bar they furnimed themfelves with fhip timber,

and kayar for cordage: thefe were worked up

by the Parfees from Guzarat. The failors of

the country, under the command of European

officers,
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officers, have been found able to navigate their B
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fhips. Surat furnifh.es the cargoes, partly on its
J

«
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own account, and partly on account of the mer-

chants of Bombay. They fend out annually two

fhips to Baffora, one for Jodda, one for Mocha, and

fometimes one for China. The cargoes of all thefe

fhips are immenfely rich. Other veffels of lefs

con Sequence are difpatched from the colony itfelf.

The private fhips of the company are deflined

for the factories they have eftablifhed between Surat

and Cape Comorin. The rupees of Bombay, which

have been fubftituted inftead of thofe at Surat

throughout the coaft, and in the interior parts of

the country, give the company an advantage of five

per cent, over all the'nations that are their rivals.

They likewife fend cargoes to Baffora, Bender-

Abaffi, and Sindi, where the fale of their cloths is

the principal object of their fettlements. Thirteen

or fourteen hundred bales are fufficient to fupply

the confumption. Their connections with Surat

are flill more advantageous ; this place buys of

them a large quantity of iron and lead, and fome

woollen-cloths ; the fhips are freighted back from

hence with manufactures to a great amount,

The mips fent from Europe formerly failed

to the fea-port, where they were to take in their

lading. They now put in at Bombay. This al-

teration owes its rife to the advantage the com-

pany have of tranfporting hither all the mer-

chandife of the country without expence, fince

they have been inverted with the dignity of ad-

miral to the great Mogul, and in conference

C C4 of
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of this appointment have been obliged to main-

tain a maritime force upon the coaft.

The detail into which we haye entered, may-

incline the reader to fuppofe that the fituation

of the Englifh at Malabar is equal to their wifhes.

It is neverthelefs certain that they gain no more

than 2,250,000 livres * from all the fettlements

they have upon this coaft ; y/hereas their annua}

expences exceed 6,000,000 f.

If the attention of the company had no': been

diverted by the great fcenes in which they have

been engaged on the coaft of Coromancjel and

in Bengal, it is natural to believe their affairs

would be in a better ftate at Malabar.

The fortifications at Bombay would not have

been enlarged, then reduced, then extended again,

and in fhort altered at feveral different times. Had

the plans been drawn by fkilful engineers, and

executed by honeft workmen, thofe enormous

expences, which have excited fuch a general in-

dignation, might have been avoided.

They would have fent from the Ganges, or

from Europe, a fund fufficienj: to purchafe fevea

or eight rich cargoes every year, inftead of three

or four very ilender ones furnilhed by a declining

and almoft deferted trade.

The feeble ftate of the independent kingdoms

of "his continent, particularly towards the fouth,

and the anarchy and war in which they are per-

petually involved, would have fuggefted a plan

conducive to the welfare of the inhabitants, anc|

* Not quite roo,oool. f Above a6o
f
oool.
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to the intereils of the nation, by whofe influence

it would have been procured.

In a word, the company might have obtained

the ifland of Salfette, which was offered to them

lay the Marattas, on condition of their affifting

them, on a fudden emergency, with five hundred

men againft the fubah of the Decan : and by

this arrangement thsy would have freed them-

felves from the iliameful neceflity they are under

of depending upon thefe people for fubfiftence.

The fertile iftan4 of Salfette, which is twenty-

fix miles in length, and eight or nine in breadth,

was taken by the Marattas from the Portuguefe.

Mailers of this pod, they threatened' Bombay,

which is only feparated from it by a narrow chan-

nel fordable at low water. Now that the Eng-

lifh have raifed large fortifications, and placed

a numerous garrifon in their colony, which is

becorrje of greater importance, an invafion is im-

practicable. The Marattas themfelves are con-

yinced of it -

} but they think it is in their power

to ruin this fettlement even without attacking it.

This., they afnrm, would eafily be done by re-

futing to furnifh it with provifions from Salfette,

and tjreventing its procuring them from the con-

tinent* Perfons of obfervation, who are well ac-

quainted with the fkuation of the places, find

fomething more than probability in thefe ideas.

The truth is, that ever fince that wrong ftep

was taken, though perhaps it was unavoidable,

pf putting into the hands of the Marattas all

fhe ports which belonged to the Angrias, thofe

barbarians
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* Their ambition will increafe with their power;

and it is impoffible that in procefs of time, their

claims and thofe of the Englifh ihould not interfere.

If we might hazard a conjecture, we fhould

not fcruple to prophefy that the company's agents

will be the authors of the rupture. Befide the

propenfity to raife disturbances, which is com-

mon to all that fet of men, becaufe confufion

is favourable to their avaritious views : they are

devoured with fecret fpleen at having no fhare in

thofe immenfe fortunes, which are made on the

Coromandel coaft, and efpecially in Bengal. Their

avarice, jealoufy, and even their pride will in-

cline them to reprefent the Marattas as turbu-

lent neighbours, always intent upon the inva-

fion of Bombay : to magnify the facility of

(difperfing thefe banditti, provided they have a

proper force ; and to give exaggerated ideas of

the advantage of plundering their mountains

filled with the treafures of Indoftan, which

they have been accumulating during a whole

century. The company accuflomed to conqueft,

and having no longer any urgent occafion for

its troops pn the banks of the Ganges, will

adopt a plan that promifes an acceflion of riches,

glory, and power. If thofe who dread the fpirit

of ambition, fhould prevail with the company

not to embark in this new enterprize, it will

be forced into it by its fervants ; and however

the event of this war may operate upon its in-

terefls, thofe who involve the company in it

4 wiU
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will be fure to be gainers. There is lefs reafon

to fear a misfortune of this kind on the coafts

of Coromandel and Orixa, which extend from

Cape Comorin to the Ganges.

Geographers and hiftorians always confider
tr^f

a

f thc

thefe as diftinct countries inhabited by two nations, "mllif"

whofe language, genius, and manners have not the «J *J«f

lead refemblance. But as the commerce in both is » P«tk*

nearly the fame, and carried on in the fame man-

ner j we mail comprehend them both under the ge-

neral name of Coromandel. The two coalts refera-

ble each other in other refpefts. In both of them,

there reigns from the beginning of May to the end

of October an exceffive heat, "which begins at nine

in the morning, and continues till nine in the even-

ing. During the night it is always allayed by a fea-

breeze, that blows from the fouth-eaft j and moft

commonly this refrefhing gale begins at three

jn the afternoon. The air is lefs inflamed,

though too hot the reft of the year. It rains,

almoft continually during the months of No-

vember and December. This immenfe trad is

covered with a parched fand for the extent of

two miles, and fometimes only one mile.

There were many reafons why this country,

was at firft negleded by the Europeans who came

to India. It was feparated by inaccefiible moun-

tains from Malabar, where thefe bold navigators

endeavoured to fettle themfelves. Spices and

aromatics, which were the principal objecls of

their attention, were not be found there. In

fhort,
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K ^lort> c ^v^ diflenfions had banifhed from it tran-

k—»

—

' quillity, fecurity and induftry.

At that period, the empire of Bifnagar, to

which this vail country was fubject, was falling to

ruin. The firft monarchs of that illuflrious ftate

owed their power to their abilities. They headed

their armies in war ; in peace, they directed their

councils, vifited their provinces, and adminiftered

juftice. Profperity corrupted them. By degrees they

fell into a habit of withdrawing themfelves from the

fight of their people, and of leaving the cares of

government to their generals and minifters. This

conduct paved the way to their ruin. The gover-

nors of Vifapour, the Carnatic, Golconda, and

Orixa, threw off their dependence, and aflfumed the

title of kings. Thofe of Madura, Tanjore, My-

fore, Gingi, and fome others, likewife ufurped the

fovereign authority, but retained their anrient flile

of Naick. This great revolution had juft hap-

pened, when the Europeans appeared upon the

cqalt of Coromandel.

The foreign trade was at that time incon-

fiderable ; it confifted only of diamonds from

Golconda, which were carried to Calicut and

Surar, and from thence to Ormus or Suez,

whence they were circulated through Europe and

Afia. Maflulipatan, the richeft and moft popu-

lous city in thefe countries, was the only mar-

ket that was known for linens ; they were pur-

chafed at a great fair annually holden there by

the Arabian and Malayan veffels that frequented

that bay, and by caravans that arrived from

diftant
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diftant parts. The linens were exported to the B <* k

fame places as the diamonds. «-*vW

The fondnefs for the manufactures of Coro-

mandel, which began to prevail here, infpired all

the European nations trading to the Indian feas

with the refolution of forming fettlements there.

They were not difcouraged either by the difficulty

of conveying goods from the inland parts of the

country, where there was no navigable river ; by

the total want of harbours, where the fea, at one

feafon of the year, is not navigable ; by the barren-

nefs of the coafts for the moft part uncultivated

and uninhabited ; nor by the tyranny and fluctuat-

ing ftate of the government. They thought that

filver would be induftrioufly fought after; that

Pegu would furnim timber for building, and Ben-

gal corn for fubfiftence ; that a profperous voyage

of nine months would be more than fufficient to

complete their ladings; and that, by fortifying

themfelves, they mould be fecure againft the at-

tacks of the weak tyrants that oppreffed thefe

countries.

The firft colonies were eftablifhed near the

ftiore. Some of them obtained a fettlement by

force : moft of them were formed with the con-

fent of the fovereigns, and all were confined to

a very narrow trad: of land. The boundaries

of each were marked out by a hedge of thorny

plants, which was their only defence. In pro-

cefs of time fortifications were raifed ; and the

fecurity derived from them, added to the lenity

of the government, foon incrcafed the number

of
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thefe fettlements feveral times raifed the jealoufy

of the princes in whofe dominions they were

formed ; but their attempts to demolim them

proved abortive. Each colony increafed in pro-

fperity in proportion to the riches arid the wifdom

of the nation that founded it.

None of the companies that exercifed an ex^

clufive privilege beyond the Cape of Good Hope

had any concern in the trade of diamonds ; which

was always left to private merchants, and by de-

grees fell intirely into the hands of the Engliih, or

the Jews and Armenians that lived under their pro-

tection. At prefent this grand object of luxury

and induftry is much reduced. The revolutions

that have happened in Indoftan have prevented

people from reforting to thefe rich mines •, and the

anarchy into which this unhappy country isplunged

*

leaves no room to hope that they will be again at-

tended to. The whole of the commercial opera-

tions on the coaft of Coromandel is confined to the

purchafe of cottons.

The manufacturing of the white cottons bought

there, differs fo little from that of ours, that it

would be neither interefting nor infcructive to en-

ter into a minute defcription of it* The procefs

ufed in making their printed cottons, which

was at firft fervilely followed in Europe, has fince

been rendered more fimple and brought to greater

perfection by our manufactures. The painted

cottons, which are likewife bought there, we have

not yet attempted to imitate. Thofe who imagine

we
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we have been prevented from undertaking this

branch merely by the high price of labour among *-

us, are miftaken. Nature has not given us the wild

fruits and drugs neceflaryfor the compofitionof thofe

bright and indelible colours,which conftitutethe prin-

cipal merit of the Indian manufactures ; nor has me

furnifhed us with the waters that ferve to fix them

;

and which are good at Pondicherry, but excellent at

Madras Paliacaten, MafTulipatan, and Bimilipatan.

The Indians do not univerfally obferve the

fame method in painting their cottons ; either be-

caufe there are fome niceties peculiar to certain

provinces, or becaufe different foils produce dif-

ferent drugs for the fame ufes.

We Ihould tire the patience of our readers, were

we to trace the flow and painful progrefs of the In-

dians in the art of painting their cottons. It is na-

tural to believe that they owe it to length of time,

rather than to the fertility of their genius. What

feems to authorize this conje&ure is, that they have

Hopped in their improvements, and have not ad-

vanced a fingle {tep in the arts for many ages

;

whereas we have proceeded with amazing rapidity,

and view with an emulation full of confidence, the

immenfe fpace that ftill lies between us and the

goal. Indeed, were we to confidtr only the want

of invention in the Indians, we Ihould be tempted

to believe that, from time immemorial, they had

received the arts they cultivate from fome more

induiliious nation : but when it is remembered

that thefe arcs have a peculiar dependence on the

materials, gums, colours, and productions of India,

we

BOOK
III.
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* of that country.

It may appear fomewhat furprizing that cottons

painted with all colours mould be fold at fo mode-

rate a price, that they are almoft as cheap as thofe

which have only two or three. But it mull be ob-

fervedthat the merchants of the country fell to all the

companies, a large quantity of cottons at a time ; and

that the demand for cottons painted with various

colours makes but a fmall article in their arTort-

ments, as they are not much efteemed in Europe.

Though cottons of all forts are in fome degree

manufactured throughout the whole country of

Indoftan, which extends from Cape Comorin to

the banks of the Ganges ; it is obfervable, that

the fine forts are made in the eaftern part, the

common ones in the center, and the coarfe ones in

the moft wefiern parts. Manufactures are efta-

blifhed in the European colonies, and upon the

coaft : they are more frequent at the diftance of

five or fix leagues from the fea, where cotton is

more cultivated, and provisions are cheaper. 'The

purchafes made there are carried thirty or forty

leagues further into the country. The Indian

merchants fettled in our factories have always the

management of this bufinefs.

The quantity and quality of the goods wanted

are fettled with thefe people : the price is fixed

according to the patterns : and, at the time the

contract is made, a third or a fourth part of the

money agreed for is advanced. This arrange-

ment is owing to the ncceffity thefe merchants

themfelves
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themfelves lie under of advancing money to the

workmen by the partners or agents who are difperf-

ed through the whole country; of keeping a watch-

ful eye upon them for fear of lofing what they

have advanced ; and of gradually leffening the

film by calling for the cottons as faft as they are

worked off. Without thefe precautions^ nothing

pould be depended upon in an oppreflive govern-

ment, where the weaver cannot work on his own

account, either becaufe his circumftances will not

permit, or becaufe he dares not venture to difcover

"them for fear of exactions.

The companies that have either fuecefs or good

management constantly keep the flock of one year

in advance in their fettlements. By this method

they are fUre of having the quantity of goods they

have occafion for, and of the quality they chufe,

at the mod convenient time : not to mention that

their workmen, and their merchants, who are kept

in conftant employment, never leave them.

Those nations that want money and credit cannot

begin their mercantile operations till the arrival of

their fhips. They have only five or fix months, at

moft, to execute the orders fent from Europe. The

goods are manufactured and examined in haite; and

they are even obliged to take fuch as are known to

be bad, and would be reje6led at any other time.

The neceffity they are under of compleating their

cargoes, and fitting out their veiTels before the hurri-

canes come on, allow no time for nicety of infpection.

It would be a miitake to imagine that the

country agents could be prevailed upon to order

Vol. I. Dd ^oods
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v ' ling them with a reafonable advantage to the com-
pany iawhofe fervice they are engaged. For befides-

that the generality of them are not rich enough to

embark info large an undertaking, they would not

be certain of finding their account in it. If the com-

pany that employ them fhould be hindered by un-

forefeen accidents from fending the ufual number of

fhips, thefe merchants would have no vent for their

commodities. The Indians, the form of whofe drefs

requires different breadths- and lengths from thofeof

the cottons fabricated for our ufe, would not pur-

chafe them; and the other European companies

would be provided,or certain ofbeing provided with,

whatever the extent of their trade required, and their

money enabled them ; to- purchafe. The plan of pro-

curing loan% which was- contrived to remedy this

inconvenience,, never has been,, or can be ufeful.

It has been a cuflom, time immemorial, in In-

doftan, for every citizen who* borrows money to

give a written inftrument to his creditor. This

deed is of no force in a court of judicature, un*

lefs it be figned by three witneffes, and bears the

day of the month, and the year when it was made,

with the rate of intereft agreed upon by the par-

ties. If the borrower fails to fulfil his engage-

ments, he may be arretted by the lender himfelf.

He is never imprifoned, becaufe there is no fear

qf his making his efcapc He would not even eat

without obtaining leave of his creditor,.

The Indians make a threefold divifion of inte-

reft , one of which is vice, another neither vice nor

virtue,
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virtue, and a third virtue : this is their manner ofex-

prefiion; The intereft that is vicej is four per cent, a

month ; and the intereft that is neither vice nor vir-

tue, is twoj the intereft that is virtue^ orte; The

laft is, in their opinion, an adfc of beneficence that

only belongs to the moft heroic minds. Yet

though the Europeans who are forced to borrow

meet with this treatment, it is plain they cannot

avail themfelves of the indulgence without involv-

ing themfelves in ruin.

The foreign trade of Coromandel is not in the

hands of the natives. In the Wefiern part, indeed,

there are Mohammedans^ known by the name of

Chalias, who, at Naour and Porto-Nuovo, fend out

fhipsto Achen,Merguy, Siam, and the eaftern coaft.

Befides veffels of considerable burden employed in

thefe voyages, they have fmallef embarkations for

the coafting trade for Ceylon, and the pearl fifhery.

The Indians of MafTulipatan turn their attention

another way. They import white c'allicoes from

Bengal, which they dye or print, and fell them

again at the places from whence they had them, at

thirty-five or forty per cent, advantage.

Excepting thefe tranfa&ions, which are of very

little confequence, the whole trade is veiled in the

Europeans, who have no partners but a few Ba-

nians and Armenians fettled in their colonies. The

quantity of callicoes exported from Coromandel to

the different fea-ports in India, may be computed

at three thoufand five hundred bales. Of thefe

the French carry eight hundred to Malabar, Mo-

cha, and the ifle of France •, the Englifh twelve

D d 2 hundred
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' Philippine Iflands -, and the Dutch fifteen hundred

to their feveral fettlements. Except five hundred

bales deftined for Manilla, each of the value of

2,400 livres *
r the others are of fo ordinary a kind

that they do not exceed 720 livres -f at prime coffc

fo that the whole number of three thoufand five

hundred bales does not amount to more thaa

3,360,000 livres J.

Coromandel furnifties Europe with nine thou-

fand five hundred bales; eight hundred of which are

brought by the Danes ; two thoufand five hundred

by the French.-, three thoufand by theEnglifh ; and

three thoufand two hundred by the Dutch. A con*

fiderable part of thefe callicces is dyed blue, or ftri-

ped with red and blue for the African trade. The

others are fine muflins, printed callicoes, and hand-

kerchiefs from MafTulipatan, or Paliacate. It h
proved by experience, that one with another, each

bale, in the nine thoufand five hundred^ coils only

960 livres §, confequently they ought to bring in to

the manufactory where they are. wrought 8,160,00^

livres ||.

The payments are not entirely made in fpecieeL

ther in Europe or Afia •, we give in exchange, cloths*

iron, lead,,copper, coral, aad fome other articles of

lefs value. On the other hand, Afia pays withfpices,

pepper, rice, fugar,,command dates. All thefe arti-

cles taken together, may amount to 4,800,000 li-

vres **. Prom this calculation it-follows, that Co-

romandel receives 6^720,000 livres
-f-f

in money.

* About 100 guinea!. f About 30 guineas. + Not quite 50,0001.

§ 42I. || Near 360,0001. ** About aio,ocoL -J-f
Near 300,0001.

The
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The Englifh, who have acquired the fame fupe-

tiority upon this coaft that they have elfewhere, have

formed on itfeveral fettlements. In 1757, theytook

poffeffion of Madura, a considerable town, and to-

lerably well fortified: but they did not fix there

with any commercial views. The cottons calculated

for the eaftern part of Alia, and for Africa, which are

manufactured in the kingdom of which Madura is

the capital, are, for the mod part, carried to the

Dutch factories on the coaft ofthe pearl fifhery. The

only ufe theEnglim make 01 this acquifitionisto raife

from it a revenue fufBcient to overbalance 'die ex-

pences that are unavoidably incurred there.

Trichinopoly, though totally deftroyed by the

xruel wars it has fuftained, is of much more im-

portance to them. This ftrong poft is the key of

Tanjore, Myfore, and Madura, and gives them

great influence in-thofe three ftates.

It was folely with the view of fecuring an eafy

communication -with this celebrated fortrefs, that

they feized upon \Devi-Cottah in 1 749, whofe ter-

ritory is no more than three miles in circumference.

There -is no kind of manufacture carried on, ei-

ther upon the fpot, -or in -the neighbourhood, the

only produce being fome wood, and a little rice.

The defence of this factory coils about 40,000

livres*; an expence -that lakes away the whole-

profits of it. It would, notwithstanding, be a

.poll of importance, if what has been advanced by

fome intelligent men be true, that the Coleroon

might, at an eafy expence, be put into a condi-

tion to receive the largeft veffcls. The coaft of
* About i,8ool.

D d 3 Coromandel
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;

u_^

—

) ancj tjie nation, mafters of the only port in thofe

parts, would have powerful means of improving

their commerce, which their rivals would be de-

prived of.

In 1686, the Englifh purchafed Cudalore, with

a territory extending eight miles along the coaftj

and four miles into the interior part of the country.

This acquifition, which they obtained of an In-

dian prince for the fum of 742,500 livres*, wa§

confirmed to them by the Moguls, who foon after

made themfelyes mafters of the Carnatic. Con-

sidering afterwards, that the fortrefs, which they

found ready built, was more than a mile from the

fea, and that the reinforcements deftined for it

might be intercepted ; they built fort St. David

within cannon-fhot of it, at the mouth of a river,

and on the verge of the Indian Ocean. Since that

three hamlets have been erected, which, with the

town and fortrefs, are computed to contain fixty

thoufand fouls. Their employment is dying blue,

pr painting the cottons that come from the inland

parts q{ the country, and manufacturing the fineft

dimities in the world, to the amount of 1,500,000

livres-f-. The plundering of this fettlement by

the French in 1758, and the demolifhing of its

fortifications, have done it no lafting injury. Its

fpirit feems rather increafed, though St. David

has not been rebuilt, and Cudalore is only pu£

into a condition of making a tolerable reiiftance.

A revenue of 144,000 livres J defrays all the ex-

* About 32,0001. f About 60,0001. X -About 6
;
3ool,

penees
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pences of this fettlement. MafTulipatan affords

advantages of another kind.

This town, which paffed from the hands of the

French into thofe of the Englifh in 1759, is by

no means what it was when the Europeans, at the

conclufion of the fifteenth century, doubled the

'Cape of Good Hope. There are but a few cottons

.made or fold there, which, notwithstanding their

beauty, cannot furnifh any confiderable branch of

export. Accordingly the new poneffors confider

•their conqueft not fo much as a market for buying,

as for felling largequantkies of goods. By means

of the caravans which come from very diftant

places to furnifh themfelves with fait -, and by the

intercourfe they have 'formed with the inland parts

of the country; they have contrived to eftablifh a

demand for their cloths in the moft remote coun-

tries of the Decan
T
, atid this trade is likely to

ilourifh flill more. To this may be added the

further advantage of drawing a revenue from the

produdt of the fait, and that of the cuftoms,

amounting 101,320,000 livres*, of which 600,000

Jivres -j- only are annually expended upon the fet-

tlement.

Vizagapatin is a fmaril town, with little ter-

ritory belonging to it, and .not four thoufand in-

habitants. Being fituated between Maflulipatan

and Ganjam, it receives all the £ne cottons that arc

made in that part of Orixa^ amounting to five or

fix hundred bales, which coft 480^000 livres J.

ft Near 58,000!. f Little more than 26,000!. \ About 21 jOOOl.

D d 4 The
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The merchandife procured from all thefe places

* ' and from a few fubordinate factories that vary ac-

cording to circumftances, is carried to Madrafs,

which is the center of all the JLngliiri tranfa&ion§

on the coaft of Cpromandel.

This town was built a hundred years ago by

William Larghorne, in the country of Arcot,

and by the fea-fide. As he placed it in the midft

of a fandy tract, altogether dry, and where there

was no water fit for drinking, but what was fetched

from the diftance of more than a mile, people

were curious to know what reafons could have de-

termined him to make fo bad a choice. His

friends pretended that his view was to draw thi-

ther all the trade of St. Thomas, which has actually

been the confequence, while his enemies imputed

it to a defireof continuing in the neighbourhood of

a miftrefs he had in that Portuguefe colony. This

fettlement has increafed fo mud^fince its firft efta-

blifhment,that it has been divided into three diftricts.

The firflof thefe, known in Europe by the name of

Fort St. George, and in India by that of the White

Town, is occupied by four or five hundred Englifh,

men, women, and children. It is defended only by

a flight wall, and four ill-conftrudted baftions. To

the north lies tl>e Black Town, which is larger,

and ftill worfe fortified ; and is the quarter where

the Jews, Armenians, Moors, and the rieheft In-

dians refide. Beyond this are the fuburbs, which

are entirely defencelefs, and full of inhabitants.

The three divifions of which the place is compofed,

two hamlets which lie at a fmall diflance from it,

and
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$.nd the whole territory, which is not more than

fifteen miles in circumference, contain two hundred

and fifty thoufand inhabitants, almoft all of them

natives of India.

Among this vaft number, there are but few

weavers. Fifteen thoufand artifts are employed in

,
printing and painting the fine callicoes that are

worn in Europe-, and a confiderable quantity of

common cottons deflined for the different fea-ports

of Afia, particularly for the Philippine iflands.

There are, perhaps, forty thoufand people occupied

in arranging and felling coral and glafs-ware, with

which the women in the interior parts of the country

adorn their hair, or make necklaces and bracelets.

Other branches of induflry infeparable from a large

mart, employ a great number of hands. The in.

habitants, v/ho have deservedly gained the confi-

dence of the company, travel through Arcot and

the neighbouring country, to buy what goods they

have occafion for. The molt confiderable among

them lend money to the Englifh merchants, who

though not of the company, have liberty to traffic

in the different fea-ports of Afia; they enter into

partnerfhip with them, or embark on their veffels

goods for their own private account. The bufinefs

carried on by the company and the private mer-

chants taken together, has made Madrafs one of

the mod opulent and important places in India.

Besides the profits accruing to the Englifli

from the cottons they purchafe in this town, and

from the cloths and other merchandife they vend

there, the cuftoms, the duties upon tobacco and

betel,
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u
° K betel, and fome other impofts, bring in a revenue

^

—

I—<•*< of 1,200,000 livres *. The continuation of thefe ad-

vantages is fecured by a garrifon of a thoufand Euro-

peans, and of fifteen or eighteen hundred fipahis.

Such is the fityation of the Englifli company

on the coaft of Coromandel, considered merely as

a mercantile body* Let us now examine it in a

political light.

In 1 75 1, the Englifli undertook to make Mo-
hammed-Ali-Khan nabob of Arcot. The execu-

tion of this great plan was attended with innumer-

able difficulties, which were at length furmounted,

after a feries ofbattles, defeats, vi&ories and nego-

tiations, that lafted feveral years. The new

fovereign, who had ftill many enemies remaining,,

committed the fafety of his perfon to the care of

his protectors, by fixing his refidence at Madrafs*

and placed his provinces under the cover of their

arms, leaving to them the fole charge of defending

them. To enable them to fupport the burden

they had undertaken, and to reimburse them for

the money they had advanced, it was ftipulated,

that they mould enjoy the revenues of the country,

which in times of the greateft profperity amounted

to 12,000,000 livres f, and are ftill at leaft

8,400,000 J. It is true we ought previoufly to

deduct 2,88o,oco \\
for public expences, and as

much more for their maintenance of the nabob-,

but there ftill remain 2,640,000 livres §, clear in-

come to the company. By this managment,

* Above 52,000!. fteriing. f 525,0001. + Near 368,0001.

II
126,00c 1. § n6,oool.

2 they
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they keep the Carnatic, which is the mod induftri- B ° ° K

pus country in this immenfe tract, in a ftate of '—*W
abfelute dependence.

To ftrcngthen their influence (till more on thefe

coafts, the Englifh had long meditated a plan of

making a large acquifition of territory in the neigh-

bourhood of Maffulipatan. In 1767 they fucceed-

ed fo far as to procure, from the fubah of the De-

can, the ceflion of the provinces of Candavir, Elur,

Montafanagar, Rajamandry and Chicacol. From

this prodigious acceflion of revenue and territory,

they were induced to think that the only employ-

ment they mould have, would be to enjoy the advan-

tages of their fituation ; when they obferved a ftorm

coming upon them, which might poffibly endanger,

if not totally deftroy their profperity.

Hyder-ali-Khan, a foldier of fortune, who

had learned the art of war from the Europeans,

had made great conquefts, and rendered himfelf

matter of Myfore. Relying upon his ftrength and

his reputation, he fummpned the fubah of the De-

can, and the nabob of the Carnatic to join with him

in driving the Englifh out ofCoromandel, threaten-

ing, if they refufed, to ravage all their provinces.

The company thought both their credit and intereft

concerned in anticipating the defigns of an enemy

who announced his refentment and projects in fo

high a drain, and fhey fent out an army againft him

in March 1767.

Colonel Wood, who had the command of it

marched forward with confidence; when to his

great aftonilhment he beheld; in front, an army

that
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that he found punctually paid, and excellently well

difciplined, confifting of thirty thoufand foot and

twenty thoufand horfe, with a confiderable train of

artillery. The war was carried on by artifice, a

circumftance very defireable to Hyder, whofe genius

was fu btile and fruitful in ftratagems. He contrived

to furprize his enemies in their camp, and carry off

their provifions and baggage; he feized their beft

polls by procuring the moft exact intelligence,

drove their troops before him, vanquished, difheart-

ened 3 and made them almoft ready to revolt for want

of pay ; and at laft alarmed them with the apprehen-

fion fef feeing their capital befieged, plundered,

and deftroyed. The panic was becoming univerfal,

when fome timely fuccours arrived, which enabled

the Englifh general to regain his ground. On the

4th of October 1768, he found means to compel the

Indians to a general engagement, which they had hir

therto feemcd defirous to avoid. This was, perhaps,

the moft obftinate and bloody engagement that had

ever happened in this part of the world. At laft.

Wood remained mafter of the field where both fides

had fought fo bravely : but this was all the advan-

tage he gained by his victory.

Hyder, though defeated, kept up a menacing

countenance, and was ftill formidable. Terms of

accommodation were propofed to him. He liftened

to them with no fmall indifference; and it was not

without much negotiation, nor, if fome accounts

may be blieved, without confiderable prefents that

he was prevailed upon to conclude a peace after hav-

ing carried on the war for two years. This prince

con-
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continues to be considered by the Englifli rather

as an enemy, againft whom it is neceffary they

lhould be conftantly on their guard, than as an

ally on whom they may depend. Some of the

moft judicious among them are even of opinion,

that unlefs their nation by fome means or other

gets rid of a neighbour too ambitious, and too

active for its repofe, it cannot fecurely rely on the

power which a combination of fortunate circum-

ftances has given it on the coafl of Coromandel.

Let us take a view of its fituation in Bengal.

Bengal is a vaft country of Afia, bounded by
GeneraT

the kingdom of Afham and Arracan on the eaft ;
"ade

°,
f

_° 7 Bengal, and

by feveral provinces belonging; to the Great Mogul £ at °£ the
J r o o fc> Englifli in

on the weft; by frightful rocks on the north, and particular.

by the fea on the fouth. It extends on both fides the

Ganges, which rifes from different fources in Thibet,

and, after feveral windings through Caucafus, pene-

trates into India, acrofs the mountains on its frontier.

This river, after having formed in its courfe a great

number of large, fertile, and well peopled iflands,

difcharges itfelf into the fea, by feveral mouths, of

which only two are known and frequented.

Towards the fource of this river, was for-

merly a city called Palibothra. Its antiquity

was fo great, that Diodorus Siculus makes no

fcruple of afluring us that it was built by that

Hercules to whom the Greeks afcribed all the

great and furprizing actions that had been per-

formed in the world. In Pliny's time, its opulence

was celebrated through the whole univerfe ; and it

was looked upon as the general mart for the people

inhabiting
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u-v^j walls*

The hiftory of the revolutions that have hap-

pened in Bengal, is intermixed with fo many fables,

that it does not deferve our attention. All we

can difeover, is, that the extent of this empire has

been fometimes greater and fomtimes lefs j that

it has had fortunate and unfortunate periods 5 and

that it has alternately been formed into one fihgle

kingdom j or divided into feveral independent ftates.

It was under the dominion of ofie matter^ when 3

more powerful tyrant Akbar* grandfather of Au-

rengzebe, undertook the conqueft of it \ which was

begun in 1 590, and completed in 159^;. Since this

sera Bengal has always acknowledged the Mogul for

its fovereign. At firft* the governor to whom the

adminiflration of it was entrufted, held his court at

Raja-mahul) but afterwards removed it to Dacca.

Ever fince the year 1 7 1 8, it has been fixed at Mux-

adavad, a large inland town two leagues diftant from

Caffimbuzar. There are feveral Nabobs and Ra-

jahs fubordinate to this viceroy, who is called fubah*

This important poit was occupied for a long

time by the fons of the Great Mogul ; but they

fo frequently mifemployed the forces and treafure

at their difpofal, to raife disturbances in the empire,

that it was thought proper to commit that pro-

vince to men who had lefs influence, and were

more dependent. True it is, the new governors

gave no alarm to the court of Delhi •, but they

were far from being punctual in remitting the

tribute they collected to the royal treafury. Thefe

abufes



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES,

abufes gained further ground after the expedition

of Kouli Khan ; and matters were carried fo far,

that the emperor, who was unable to pay the Ma-

rattas what he owed them, authorifed them, in 1 740,

to collect it in Eengal themfelves. Thefe banditti,

to the number of two hundred thoufand, divided

themfelves into three armies, ravaged this fine

country for ten years together, and did not leave

it till they had extorted immenfe fums.

During all thefe commotions, defpotic govern-

ment, which unhappily prevails all over India, main-

tained its influence in Bengal; though a fmall diftrict

in the province that had preferved its independence^

flill continues to preferve it. This fortunate fpot,

which extends about a hundred and fixty miles, is

called Biffenpour. It has been governed time im-

memorial by a Bramin family of the tribe of Rajah-

puts. Here the purity and equity of the antient po-

litical fyftem of the Indians is found unadulterated.

This lingular government, the fineft and moll fink-

ing monument in the world, has, till now, been be-

held with too much indifference. We have no re-

mains ofancient nations but brafsand marble, which

fpeakonly to imagination and conjecture, thofe un-

certain interpreters of manners and cuftoms that no

longer exift. Were a philofopher tranfported to

BifTenpour, he would immediately be a witnefs of

the life led by the firfl inhabitants of India many

thoufand years ago ; he would converfe with them ;

he would trace the progrefs of this nation celebrated

as it were from its very infancy ; he would fee the

rife of a government, which being founded in

happy;
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happy prejudices, in a fimplicity and purity of man-

ners in the mild temper of the people, and the inte^

grity of the chieftains, has furvived thofe innumer-

able fyftems of legislation, which have made only a

tranfitory appearance upon the ftage of the world

with the generations they were deftined to torment.

More folid and durable than thofe political ftruc-

tures, which, raifed by impofture and enthufiafm,

are the fcourges of human kind, and are doomed to

periihwith the foolifh opinions thatgave them birth,

the government ofBhTenpour, the offspring of ajuft

attention to order and the laws of nature, has been

eftablifned and maintained upon unchangeable prin-

ciples, and has undergone no more alteration than

thofe principles themfelves. The fingular fituation of

this country has preferved to the inhabitants their

primitive happinefs and the gentlenefs of their cha-

racter, by fecuring them from the danger of being

conquered, or of imbruing their hands in the blood

of their fellow-creatures. Nature has furrounded

them with water; and they need only open the fluiceS

of their rivers to overflow the whole country. The

armies fent to fubdue them have fo frequently been

drowned, that the plan ofenflaving them has been laid

a fide ; and the projectors of it have thought proper to

content themfelves with an appearanceof fubmiffion.

Liberty and property are facred in Biffenpour.

Robbery, either public or private, is never heard

of. As foon as any granger enters the territory

he comes under the protection of the laws, which

provide for his fecurity. He is furniihed with

guides at free coft, who Conduct him from place

to
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to place, and are anfwerable for his perfon and ef-

fects. When he changes his conductors, the new

ones deliver to thofe they relieve an attestation of

their conduct, which is reeiftered and afterwards

fent to the Raja. All the time he remains in the

country he is maintained and conveyed with his

merchandife, at the expence of the ftate, unlefs he

defires leave to ftay longer than three days in the

fame place. In that cafe he is obliged to defray

his own expences, unlefs he is detained by any dif-

order, or other unavoidable accident. This bene-

ficence to fcrangers is the confequence ofthe warmth

with which the citizens enter into each other's in-

tereits. They are fo far from being guilty of an

injury to each other, that whoever finds a purfe, or

other thing of value, hangs it upon the firft tree he

meets with, and informs the neareft guard, who

give notice of it to the public by beat of drum.

Thefe maxims of probity are fo generally received,

that they direct even the operations of government.

Out of between feven and eight millions * it an-

nually receives, without injury to agriculture or

trade, what is not wanted to fupply the unavoidable

expences of the ftate, is laid out in improvements.

The Raja is enabled to engage in thefe humane

employments, as he pays the Moguls only what

tribute, and at what times, he thinks proper.

Though the reft of Bengal is far from enjoying

the fame happinefs, it is neverthelefs the richeifc

and moft populous province in the whole empire.

Befides its own confumption, which is neceflarily

* About 350,-jool. on an average.

Vol, I. E e confider-
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K confiderable, its exports are immenfe. One part'

1—*—' of its merchandife is carried into the inland country.

Thibet takes off a quantity of its cottons, befides

fome iron and cloths of European manufacture.

The inhabitants of thofe mountains fetch, them

from Patna themfelves, and give mufk and

rhubarb in exchange.

Rhubarb, which begins to be cultivated with

fuccefs in the highlands of Scotland, is not, as is

commonly believed, a creeping plant ; but grows

in tufts at fome diftance from each other. There

is no occafion to fow it, as the feed naturally falls

to the ground, and produces a new plant.

Musk is a production peculiar to Thibet, It is

contained in a fmall bag of the fize of a hen's egg,

which grows in the fhape of a bladder under the

belly of a fpecies of goat, between the navel and

the genitals. In. its original ftate it is nothing more

than putrid blood which coagulates in this bag.

The larger!: bladder yields no more than half an

ounce Of mufk. The fmell of it is naturally fo

ftrong, that, for common ufe, it is neceffary to

moderate it by mixing it with milder perfumes.

The hunters, with a view of increafing their pro-

fits, contrived to take away part of the mufk from

the bladders, and to fill the vacuity with the liver

and coagulated bloOd of the animal mixed together.

The government, to put a flop to thefe fraudulent

mixtures, ordered, that all the bladders, be-

fore they were fewed up, mould be examined by

infpeclors, who fhould clofe them with their own

hands, and feal them with the royal fignet. This

c precaution
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precaution has put a (top to the frauds practifed to

reduce the quality of the mufk, but not to thofe

which are calculated to increafe the weight of it;

they contrive to open the bags artfully and pour

particles of lead into them.

The trade of Thibet is nothing in comparifon

of that which Bengal carries on with Agra, Delhi,

and the provinces adjacent to thofe fuperb capitals,

in fait, fugar, opium, filk, filk-flufFs, and an in-

finite quantity of cottons, and particularly muilins.

Thefe articles, taken together, amounted formerly

to more than forty millions a year *. So consider-

able a fum was not conveyed to the banks of the

Ganges -, but it was the means of retaining one

nearly equal, which mufl have iflued from thence

to pay the duties, or for other purpofes Since the

viceroys of the Mogul have made themfelves nearly

independent, and fend him no revenues but fuch as

they chufe to allow him, the luxury of the court is

greatly abated, and the trade we have been fpeaking

of is no longer fo confiderable.

The maritime trade of Bengal managed by the

natives of the country, has not fuffered the fame

diminution, nor was it ever fo extenfive, as the

other. It may be divided into two branches, of

which Catek is in poffellion of the greater part*

,

Catek is a diftricr. of fome extent, a little below

the moft weftern mouth of the Ganges. Balafore,

iituated upon a navigable river, ferves it for a port.

The navigation to the Maldives, which the Englifli

and French have been obliged to abandon on ac-

* 1,750,0001

E e 2 count
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K count °f tne climate, is carried on entirely from
; " » "' this road. Here they load their vefTels with rice,

coarfe cottons, and fome filk-ftuiFs forthefe iflands,

and receive cowries in exchange, which are ufed

for money in Bengal, and are fold to the Europeans.

The inhabitants of Catek, and fome other people

of the Lower Ganges, maintain a confiderable cor-

refpondence with the country of Afham. This

kingdom, which is thought to have formerly made

a part of Bengal, and is only divided from it by a

river that falls into the Ganges, defervcs to be bet-

ter known, if what is afTerted be true, that gun-

powder has been difcovered there, and that it was

communicated from Afham toPegu,and from Pegu

to China. Its gold, filver, iron and lead mines

would have added to its fame, if they had been pro-

perly worked. In the niidft ofthefe riches, which were

of very little fervice to this kingdom, fait was an

article of which the inhabitants were fo much in

want, that they were reduced to the expedient of

procuring it from a decoction of certain plants.

In the beginning of the prefent century, fome

Bramins of Bengal carried their fuperftitions to

Alliam, where the people were fo happy as to be

guided folely by the dictates of natural religion.

The priefcs perfuaded them, that it would be more

agreeable to Brama if they fubilituted the pure and

wholfome fait of the fea to that which they ufed.

The fovereign confented to this, on condition that

the exclufive trade mould be in his hands ; that k
fhould only be brought by the people of Bengal,

and that the boats laden with it mould ftop at the

4 frontiers
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frontiers of his dominions. Thus have all thefe B °.° K

falfe religions been introduced by the influence and *—j—

'

for the advantage of the priefts who teach, and of the

kings who admit them. Since this arrangement has

taken place, forty veffels from 5 to 600 tons burden

each are annually lent from the Ganges to Afham

laden with fait, which yields two hundred per cent,

profit. They receive in payment a fmall quantity

of gold and filver, ivory, muik, eagle-wood, gum-

lac, and a large quantity of filk.

This filk, which is lingular in its kind, requires

no trouble ; it is found on the trees where the filk-

worms are produced, nourished, and undergo their

feveral metamorphofes. The inhabitants have no

other trouble but that of collecting it. The neg-

lected cods produce a new generation; during the

growth of which, the tree puts forth new leaves,

which ferve fucceiTively for the nourifhment of the

young worms. Thefe revolutions are repeated

twelve times in a year, but do not produce fo much

in the rainy as in the dry feafons. The fluffs made

of this filk have a great deal of luftre, but do not

laft long.

Excepting thefe two branches of maritime trade,

which, for particular reafons, have been confined to

the natives of the country, all the reft of the veffe's

fent from the Ganges to the different fea-ports of

India belong to the Europeans, an,d are built at

Pegu.

Pegu is a country firuated on the Gulph of

Bengal, between the kingdoms of Arracan and

Siarn, Revolutions, which are lb common in all

E e 3 ths.
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the defpotic empires of Afia, have been here more
frequently repeated than in any other. It has al-

ternately been the center of a great power, and a

province to feveral ftates lefs extenfive than itfelf.

It is at prefent dependent upon Ava.

The only port of Pegu that is open to ftrangers

is Syriam. The Portuguefe, during their profpe-

rity, were long in pofTeffion of it, and it was

then in great repute. At prefent it is fcarce fre-

quented but by the Europeans fettled on the coaft

of Coromandel and Bengal. The latter can only

fell there fome coarfe cottons, nor would they vifit

k at all, except for the building or refitting of their

fhips ; for which purpofe they are furnifhed with

all neceffary materials (except iron and cordage,) of

an excellent quality, and at a moderate price. Since

the difguft taken at the high rate of (hip-building

at Surat, Syriam is become a kind of general dock-

yard for all vefiels employed in the country trade.

Their exports confift of teak timber, wax,

ivory, fome calin, and an excellent oil for the

prefervation of fhips. The fined topazes, fa-

phires, amethyfts, and rubies, in the world, come

from Pegu. They are feldom to be met with

tit Syriam, nor can they be had without refort-

ing to the court, which is kept at Ava. The

Armenians have for fome time had fuch an afcen-

dent, that they make the trade difficult to the

Europeans, and even to the Engiim, who are the

only people that have formed a fettlement at Pegu.

A still more confiderable branch of com-

merce, which the Europeans at Bengal carry on

with.
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with the reft of India, is that of opium. Opium is

the produce of a fpecies of poppy, whofe root is

nearly as large as a man's finger, abounding, as well

as the reft of the plant, with a bitter juice. The

ftem, which is commonly pliable, and fometimes

rather hairy, is two cubits high, and produces leaves

refembling thofe of the lettuce, oblong, indented,

curled, and of a fea-green colour. Its flower is in

the form of a role. When the poppy is full of

fap, a flight incifion is made at the top, from

whence diftil fome drops of a milky liquor, which

is left to congeal, and is afterwards gathered.

This operation is repeated three times, but the pro-

duce gradually dimi nifties in quantity, nor is it of

fo good a quality. When the opium is gathered,

it is moiftened and kneaded with water or honey, till

it acquires the confiftence, vifcidity, and gloflinefs

of pitch when it is well prepared, and is then made

into (mall cakes. That which is rather foft, and

yields to the touch, is inflammable, of a blackifti-

brown colour, and has a ftrong foetid fmell, is ef-

teemed the bejft; on the contrary, that which is dry,

friable, burnt, and mixed with earth and fand, is

thought good for nothing. According to the dif-

ferent manner of preparing it, and the dofes in

which it is given, it ftupifies, excites agreeable

ideas, or occafions madnefs.

Patna, fituated on the Upper Ganges, is the

moft celebrated place in the world for the culti-

vation of opium. The fields are covered with

it. Befides what is carried into the inland parts,

there are annually three or four thoufand chefts

E e 4 exported,
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exported, each weighing three hundred pounds. It

fells upon the fpot at the rate of five or fix hundred

livres * a cheft. This opium is not purified like

that of Syria and Perfia, which we make ufe of in

Europe; it is only a pafte that has undergone no

preparation, and has not a tenth part of the virtue

of purified opium.

An exceffive fondnefs for opium prevails in all

the countries to the eaft of India. The Chinefe

emperors have fupprefied it in their dominions, by

condemning to the flames every veffel that imports

this fpecies of poifon, and every houfe that receives

it. On the Malayan coaft, at Borneo, the Moluc-

ca", Java, MacafTar, and Sumatra, the confumption

is incredible. Thefe people fmoke it with their to-

bacco. Thofe who are going to perform fome def-

perate action intoxicate themlelves with this fmoke.

They then encounter indifcriminately every thing

they meet ; and rufh with impetuoiity upon the
?

enemy, through the moft imminent danger. The

Dutch/who are in poffeffion of almoft all the places

where opium makes the greateft havock, have been

more intent on the profits arifing from the fale of

this article, than touched with companion for its

numerous victims. Rather than prohibit the ufe

of it, they have authorized individuals to maf-

facre all thofe who, being difordered with opium,

appear in the ftreets armed. Thus it is that

fome fyftems of legiflation introduce and keep

up intoxicating and violent paflions and opinions

;

and when once thefe have prevailed among the

* Between 24I. and ij 1. on ?.n average.

people,
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people, nothing but death or tortures can put an B ° o k

end to them. *—w

—

J

The Dutch company formerly carried on the

trade of opium in their fettlements. They vended

but little, becaufe four hundred per cent, was

gained by fmuggling it. In 174,3., they refigned this

branch to a particular fociety, towhich they deliver

a certain quantity of opium at a fixed price. The

gains of this fociety, which confifts of the principal

members of the government of Batavia, are im-

menfej no one venturing to expofe himfelf to their

refentment by purfuing a contraband trade incom-

patible with their interefls. The coaft of Malacca,

and part of the idand of Sumatra, are fupplied with

opium by the free Englifh merchants, who gain

more by this merchandife than by the common

cottons they bring to thefe different markets.

The Dutch alfo fend rice and fugar to the

coaft of Coromandel, for which they are paid

in fpecie, unlefs they have the good fortune to

meet with fome foreign merchandife at a cheap

rate. They fend out one or two vefTels laden

with rice, cottons and fiik : the rice is fold in

Ceylon, the cottons at Malabar, and the filk at

Surat ; from whence they bring back cotton,

which is ufefully employed in the coarfer ma-

nufactures of Bengal. Two or three mips laden

with rice, gum-lac, and cotton fluffs are fent to

Baffora, and. return with dried fruits, role-water,

and a quantity of gold. The rich merchandife

carried to Arabia is paid for intirely in gold end

lilver. The trade of the Ganges with the other

fea-ports
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book fea-ports of India brings twenty-eight millions *

v-v—J annually into Bengal.

Though this trade paries through the hands

of the Europeans, and is carried on under their

protection, it is not intirely on their own ac-

count. The Moguls, indeed, who are ufually

fatisfied with the places they hold under the go-

vernment; have feldom any concern in thefe

expeditions ; but the Armenians, who, fince the

revolutions in Perfia, are fettled upon the banks

of the Ganges, to which they formerly only made

voyages, readily throw their capitals into this

trade. The Indians employ Hill larger fums in

it. The impofTibility of enjoying their fortunes

under an oppreflive government, does not deter

the natives of this country from labouring incef-

fantly to increafe them. As they would run too

great a rifque by engaging openly in trade, they

are obliged to have recourfe to clandeftine me-

thods. As foon as an European arrives, the Gen-

toos, who know mankind better than is com-

monly fuppofed, ftudy his character : and if they

find him frugal, active, and well informed, offer

to act as his brokers and cafhiers, and lend or

procure him money upon bottomry, or at in-

tereft. This intereft, which is ufually nine per

cent, at leafb, is higher, when he is under a ne-

ceffity of borrowing of the Cheyks.

These Cheyks are a powerful family of In-

dians, who have, time immemorial, inhabited the

banks of the Ganges. Their riches have long

* 1,225,0001.

ago
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ago procured them the management of the bank B °j° K

belonging to the court, the farming of the pub- *4**r*J

lie revenue, and the direction of the money,

which they coin afrefh every year, in order to

receive annually the benefit arifing from the mint.

By uniting fo many advantages, they are ena-

bled to lend the government, forty*, fixty f,

or even a hundred millions J at a time. When
the government finds it impoffible to refund the

money, they are allowed to indemnify them-

felves by oppreffing the people. That fo pro-

digious a capital mould be preferved in the

center- of tyranny, and in the midft of revo-

lutions, appears incredible. It is not poffible

to conceive how fuch a ftruclrure could be raifed,

much lefs how it could be fupported for fo long

a time. To explain this myftery it mufb be

obferved, that this family has always maintained

a fuperior influence at the court of Delhi ;

that the Nabobs and Rajahs in Bengal are depen-

dent upon it -, that thofe who are about the

perfon of the fubah have constantly been its

creatures ; and that the fubah himfelf has been

maintained or dethroned by the intrigues of this

family. To this we may add, that the different

branches of it, and the wealth belonging to them

being difperfed, it has never been poffible to

ruin above one half of the family at a time,

which would ftill have left them more refources

than were necefTary to enable them to purfue

their revenge to the utmofl. The Europeans who
* i,75c,oocI. f ?.,6zs,oool. % 4,375,0001.

frequent
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uen{: tne Ganges have not been fufficiently

*-—-—
' alarmed at this defpotifm, which ought to have

prevented them from fubmitting to a dependence

upon the Cheyks. They have fallen into the

fnare, by borrowing confiderable fums of thefe

avaritious financiers, apparently at nine, but in

reality at thirteen per cent, if we take into the

account "the difference between the money that

is lent them, and that in which they are obliged

to make their payments. The engagements en-

tered into by the French and Dutch companies

have been kept within fome bounds -, but thofe

of the Englifh company have been unlimited.

In 1755 they were indebted to the Cheyks about

eight and twenty millions.*.

Such is the conduct of this confiderable fet

of men, who are fole managers of the European

trade at Bengal. The Portuguefe, who firfl fre-

quented this rich country, had the wifdom to

eftablifh themfelves at Chatigan, a port fituated

upon the frontier of Arracan, not far from the

moil eaftern branch of the Ganges. The Dutch,

who, without incurring the refentment of an

enemy at that time fo formidable, were de-

firous of fharing in their good fortune, were en-

gaged in fearching for a port, which, without

obstructing their plan, would expofe them the

leaft to hoftilities. In 1603, their attention was

directed to Balafore 3 and all the companies, ra-

ther through imitation than in confequence of

any well concerted fchemes, followed their ex-

* 1,225,0001.

ample*
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ample. Experience taught them the propriety

of fixing as near as poffible to the markets from

whence they had their merchandife ; and they failed

up that branch of the Ganges, which feparating

itfelffrom the main river at Mourcha above Caffim-

buzar, falls into the fea near Balafore under the

name of the river Hughly. The government of

the country permitted them to erect warehoufes

wherever there was plenty of manufactures, and

to fortify themfelves upon this river.

The firft town that is met with in palling up the

river is Calcutta, the principal fettlement of the

Englim company. The air here is unhealthy, the

water brackifh, the anchorage not very fafe, and

the neighbouring country affords but few manu-

factures. Notwithstanding thefe inconveniences,

great numbers of rich Armenian, Moorifh, and

India merchants, invited by the profped of li-

berty and fecurity, have fixed their refidence here.

The people have multiplied in proportion through

a territory of three or four leagues in circumfe-

rence, of which the company are the fole fove-

reigns. The fortreis has this advantage, that the

veffels bound to the European fettlements are

obliged to pafs under its cannon.

Six leagues higher is fituated Frederic Nagore

founded by the Danes in 1756, in order to fupply

the place of an ancient fettlement, where they

could not maintain their ground. This new efta-

blifhment has not yet acquired any importance,

and there is all the reafon imaginable to believe,

that it will never become confiderable.

Chan-
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book Chandernagore, which lies two leagues and

in. D

Vrv-wJ an half higher, belongs to the French. It has the

difadvantage of being fomewhat expofed on the

weftern fidej but its harbour is excellent, and the

air is as pure as it can be on the banks of the

Ganges. Whenever any building is undertaken

that requires ftrength, it muft here, as well as in

all other parts of Bengal, be built upon piles : it

being impoflible to dig three or four feet deep

without coming at water. This diftrict, which

is hardly a league in circumference, has been

crouded with manufactures ever fince the invafion

of the Marattas obliged the natives of the country

to retire hither for refuge* Here is a large manu-

facture of handkerchiefs, and flriped muflins ;

which have, indeed, rather degenerated fince

their removal. This active fpirit of induftry has

not, however, made Chandernagore the rival of

Calcutta, whofe immenfe riches enable it to un-

dertake the moft extenfive commercial enter-

prizes.

At the diftance of a mile from Chandernagore,

is Chinfura, better known by the name of Dougli,

being fituated near the fuburbs of that antiently

renowned city. The Dutch have no other pof-

feffions there, but merely their fort ; the terri-

' tory round it, depending on the government of the

country, which hath frequently made it feel its

power by its extortions. Another inconvenience

attending this fettlement is a fand-bank that pre-

vents fhips from coming up to it ; they proceed

no further than Tulta, which is twenty miles

below
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below Calcutta, and this of courfe occafions an

additional expence to the government.

The Portuguefe had formerly made Bandel,

which is eighty leagues from the mouth of the

Ganges, and a quarterof a league above the Hughly,

the principal feat of their commerce. Their flag is

ftill difplayed, and there are a few unhappy wretches

remaining there, who have forgotten their country

after having been forgotten by it. This factory

has no other employment than that of fupplying

the Moors and the Dutch with mhtrefTes.

Except in the months of October, November,

and December, when the frequent and almoft

continued hurricanes render the Gulph of Bengal

impracticable •, European mips may enter the

Ganges during the remainder of the year. Thofe

that defign to go up the river, previously touch at

Point Palmiras, where they are received by pilots

of their own nation who refide at Balalbre. The

money they convey is put on board fome (loops

of between fixty and a hundred tons belonging to

the harbour, which always precede the mips.

The paffage into the river Hughly lies through a

narrow ftraight between two fand-banks. The fhips

ufed formerly to come to an anchor at Culpy, but

time has worn off the dread of thofe currents,

quickfands, and fhoals that feemed to choke up

the navigation of the river, and the fhips have

been brought up to their refpective places of defti-

nation. This boldnefs has occafioned many fhip-

wrecks; but in proportion as more experience has

been gained, and the fpirit of obfervation has been

carried
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' Ids frequent. It is to be hoped that the example

of admiral Watfon, who failed as high as Chander-

nagore in a feventy-gun-mip, will not be forgotten 5

as a proper attention to it would fave a great deal

of time, trouble and expence.

Besides this great channel, there is another by

which goods may be brought from the places which

furniih them'to the principal fettlement of each

company. For this purpofe a number of fmall fleets

are employed, confiding of eighty or a hundred vef-

fels, and fometimes more. Thefe are manned with

black or white foldiers, in order to check the infa-

tiable avarice of the Nabobs and Rajas they meet

with in their paiTage. The goods purchafed in the

higher parts of the Ganges, at Patna and Caffimbu-

zar, are carried down the river Hughly : thofe pur-

chafed near the other branches of the Ganges, which

are all navigable in the interior parts of the country,

and communicate with each other, efpecially to-

wards the lower divifion of that river, are convey-

ed into the Hughly by Rangafoula and Batatola^

about fifteen or twenty leagues from the fea. From

thence they are carried up the ftream to the prin-

cipal fettlement belonging to each nation.

The exports from Bengal to Europe confift of*

mufk, gum-lac, nicaragua wood, pepper, cowries,

and fome other articles of lefs importance brought

thither from other places. Thofe that are the

immediate produce of the country are borax, falt-

perre, filk, filk-ftuffs, muflins and feveral diffe-

rent lorts of cottons.

The
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The borax which is found in the province of

Patna, is a faline fubftance, which the chymift in

Europe have in vain attempted to counterfeit.

Some of them take it for an alkaline fait, which is

found completely formed in the rich country of

Indoftan ; others will have it to be the produce of

Volcanoes, or fubterraneous fires.

Be this as it may, the borax is of great ufe in the

working of metals by facilitating their fufion and

purification. This fubftance being quickly vitrified

by the action of fire, attracts the heterogeneous

particles that are intermixed with thefe metals, and.

reduces them to drofs. The borax is likewife ab~

folutely neceffary in the eflaying of mines, and the

foldering of metals. The Dutch alone have the fe-

cret of refining it, which is faid to have been com-

municated to them by fome Venetian families that

came to feek that liberty in the united provinces

which they did not enjoy under the tyranny of their

own ariftocratical government.

Saltpetre is likewife the produce of Patna.

It is extracted from a clay, which is either black,

whitim or red. The manner of refining it is by

digging a large pit, in which the nitrous earth is

depofited, and diluted with a quantity of water,

which is kept ftirred till it comes to a coniiftency.

The water having; drawn out all the falts, and the

grofler parts fubfiding at the bottom, the more

fluid particles are taken out and put into another

pit not fo large as the former. This fubftance

having undergone a lecond purification, the clear

water that fwims on the top, and is totally im-

Vol. I. F f pregnated
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b 00 k pregnatcd with nitre, is taken off, and boiled in

caldrons ; it is fkinimed while it is boiling, andr
in a few hours,, a nitrous fait is obtained infinitely

fuperior to any that is found elfewhere. The Eu-

ropeans export about ten millions of pounds for the

ufe of their fetslements in Afia, or for home cori-

fumption in their refpective countries. It is bought

upon the fpot for three fols * a pound, at the mod,,

and is fold again to us for ten j- at the leail.

Cassimbuzar, which is grown rich, by the ruin

of Malda and Rajamahal, is the general market for

Bengal filk, the greateft part of which is fupplied

from that territory. The filk-worms are brought

up and fed there in the fame manner as in other

places ; but the. heat of the climate hatches them

and brings them to perfection at all times of tha

year. A great quantity of filk and cotton fluffs

are manufactured here,, which are circulated

through part of Afia : thofe that are made entirely

of filk, are for the molt part carried to Delhi-

They are prohibited in France -

y and throughout

the north of Europe, the confumption in thefe ar-

ticles is almoft entirely confined to a few armozeens,

and a prodigious number of handkerchiefs. . As

for the unwrought filk, the quantity confumed in

the European manufactures may be eftimated at

three or four hundred thoufand pounds weight.

It is in general of a very inferior quality, ill twifted,

and takes no glofs in dying. It is of little ufe ex-

cept for the woof in brocades ; and is fold upon

the fpot from 272 to 288 livres J a quintal. The

* id, 5 + 5CI. J From ill. 18 s. toizl. 12 s.

companies
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Companies that have a capital, and induftry and

Ikill fufficient to twift it in their own warehoufes,

obtain it at a cheaper rate.

It would be a tedious and ufelefs talk to enu-

merate all the places where ticken and cottons, fit

for table linnen, or intended to be worn plain,

painted or printed, are manufactured. It will be

fufficient to mention Dacca, which may be looked

upon as the general mart of Bengal, where the

greateft variety of fineft cottons are to be met

with, and in the greateft abundance.

This town is fituated in twenty-four degrees

north latitude. The fertility of its foil, and the ad-

vantages of its iituation have long fince made it the

center of an extenfive commerce. The courts of

Delhi and Muxadavad are furnifhed from thence

with the cottons wanted for their ownconfumption.

They each of them maintain an agent on the fpot to

fuperintend the manufacture of them ; who has aft

authority independent of the magiflrate over the

brokers, weavers, embroiderers, and all the work-

men, whofe bufinefs has any relation to the object of

his commiffion. Thefe unhappy people are forbid-

den, under pecuniary artd corporal penalties, to fell

to any perfon whatever a piece exceeding the value

of 72 livres *: nor can they, but by dint of money,

relieve themfelves from this opprefHon.

In this, as in all the other markets, the Euro-

pean companies treat with Moorilh brokers fettled

upon the fpot, and appointed by the government.

* Three gunieas 4

F f 2 They
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They iikewife lend their name to the individuals of

their own nation as well as to Indians and Armenians

living in their fettlements, who, without this pre-

caution, would infallibly be plundered. The Moors

themfelves, in their private tranfactions, frequently

avail themfelves of the fame pretence, that they

may pay only two inftead of five per cent.

A distinction is obferved, in their contracts,

between the cottons that are befpoken, and thofe

which the weaver ventures, in fome pkces, to

manufacture upon his own account. The length,

the number of threads, and the price of the for-

mer are fixed : nothing further than the com-

mimon for the latter is ftipulated, becaufe it is

importable to enter into the fame detail. Thofe

nations that make a point of having fine goods,,

take proper meafures, that they may be enabled

to advance money to their workmen at the begin-

ning of the year. The weavers, who in general

have but little employment at that time, perform

their work with lefs hurry than in the months of

October, November and December, when the de-

mand is prefTing.

Some of the cottons are delivered unbleached,

and others half bleached. It were to be wifhed,

that this cuftom might be altered. It is very

common to fee cottons,, that look very beautiful,

go off in the bleaching. Perhaps the manufac-

turers and brokers forefee how they will turn out

:

but the Europeans have not fo exquifite a touch,

nor fuch an experienced eye as to diicern this. It

is a circumftance peculiar to India, that cottons, of

what
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what kind foever they are, can never be well

bleached and prepared but in the place where they

are manufactured. If they have the misfortune to

get damaged before they are fhipped for Europe,

they mud be fent back to the places from whence

they came.

Among the cottons purchafed at Dacca, the

plain ftriped and worked muflins are, beyond all

comparifon, of the greateft importance. Bengal

is the fole country in India where they are made,

as it produces the only cotton proper for that ma-

nufacture. It is planted at the end of October,

and gathered in February; when it is prepared

with all expedition, that it may be ready for the

loom in the months of May, June, and July.

This is the rainy feafon •, and as the cotton fhrinks

more, and is lefs apt to break at this time, it is

therefore the fitted for the purpofe of manufac-

turing muflins. The artifts who work at other

feafons of the year, give the cotton its requifite

degree of raoiitnefs, by dipping the part imme-

diately under the warp into water. In this fenfe

we are to understand what is faid of fabricating

muflins in water*

To whatever degree of finenefs thefe cottons

have been brought, it is certain it falls very fhort

of the perfection of which they are capable. The

practice of the government in obliging the bell

manufactures to work on its account, in paying

them ill, and keeping them in a ftate of captivity,

makes them afraid of difplaying too much fkill.

A prevailing fpirit of reftraint and rigour ftifles

F f 3 induftry.
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induftry, which though the daughter of neceffity,

v >"~ ' is at the fame time the companion of liberty.

The courts of Delhi and Muxadavad lay no

great ftrefs upon the embroidered work wroughc

upon muflins: and the people of the country, the

Moors, Patans, and Armenians, who give large

orders, follow their example, and take them as

they find them. This indifference hinders the

progrefs of the art of embroidery. The Europeans

agree for embroideries as they do for muflins and

other merchandife, with brokers authorized by the

government, to which they pay an annual contri-

bution for this exclufive privilege. Thefe agents

affign to the women the pieces defigned for low

embroidery, and thofe in chain-work to the men.

The Europeans frequently content themfelves with

Indian patterns \ at other times they fend patterns

for ftripes and embroideries.

The fum total of the purchafes made in Bengal

by the European nations amounted, a few years

ago, to no more than twenty millions of livres*.

One third of this fum was paid in iron, lead, cop*

per, woollens, and Dutch fpices : the remainder was

discharged in money. Since the Englifh have

made themfelves matters of this rich country, its

exports have been increafrd, and its imports di-

minifhed, becaufe the conquerors have carried

away a greater quantity of merchandife, and pay

for it out of the revenues they receive from the

country. There is reafon to believe, that this re-

volution in the trade of Bengal has not arrived at

* Above 8:OjOCOl

its
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Its crifis, and that fooner or later it will be at- B °
<J

K

tended with more important confequences and *—*—

'

effects.

To maintain their correfpondence with this vafl: Engiift fet-

i i • i r-
tlement at

country, and their other Afiatic fettlements, the St. Helena.

Englifh company have fixed upon St. Helena as a

place of refrefhment. This ifland which is only be-

tween twenty-eight and twenty-nine miles in circum-

ference, lies in fli teen degrees fifty minutes fouth lati-

tude, between Africa and America, and almoft at an

equal diftance from thofe two quarters of the globe.

It does not appear that the Portuguefe, w.ho difco-

vered.it in 1502, ever eflablifhed a colony there; but

it is certain that, agreeable to their ufual method,

they put on fhore fome cattle and poultry for the ufe

of the (hips that might touch there. Thefe conve-

niences invited the Dutch to form a fmall fettle-

ment upon theidand, which they were afterwards

difpofleffed of by the Englifh, who have been fettled

there ever fince the year 1673.

Thouh St. Helena appears to be nothing but

a large rock, beaten on all fides by the waves, it

is neverthelefs a delightful fpot. The climate is

more temperate than might be expected; the foil,

which is only a foot and a half deep, is covered

with citrons, palms, pomegranates and other trees,

laden with flowers and fruit at the fame time;

while ftreams of excellent water, which nature

has diftributed better than art could have done,

enliven the whole fcence. Thofe who are born in

this fortunate abode enjoy a perfect ftate of health;

paffengers are here cured of their diforders, parti-

F f 4 cularly
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book cularly of the fcurvy. Four hundred families com-

t—v—; pofed of Engiifli, and of French refugees, culti-

vate vegetables, and breed cattle, which are of an

exquifite flavour, and of great fervice to the mips

crews that put in there. This fettlement, which

nature and art have united to render almoft impreg-

nable, has, however, one grand defect; the mips

that return from India to Europe land there with

eafe and fecurky, but the outward-bound (hips can-

not reach this afylum, being ftrongly repelled by

winds and adverfe currents. To avoid the incon-

veniences attending fo long a voyage, when made

without Hopping, feveral of them put in at the

Cape of Good Hope; others, particularly thofe

bound to Arabia and Malabar, take in refreshments

at the iflands of Comora.

The ufe the These iflands, that lie in the Mozambique chan-

makeVf the j*rf» between the coafl of Zanguebar and Madagaf-

£aora°.
f

car > are five in number ; the principal one, from,

which this fmall archipelago takes its name, is little

known. The Portuguefe, who difcovered it in the

courfe of their nrft expeditions, brought the name of

Europeans into fuch deteftation by their cruelties,

that all who have fince ventured to go on fhore there

have either been maffacred or very ill treated. It

has accordingly been quite forfaken. The iflands of

Mayota, Moeti, and Anjuan, are not more frequent-

ed, on account of the difficulty of approaching

them, and the want of a fafe anchorage. The Eng-

lifh veffels put in at the ifland of Joanna.

Here it is that, within the compafs of thirty

leagues, nature difplays all her riches, with all

her
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her fimplicity. Hills that are ever green, and B °
n
° K

vallies that are always gay, every where prefent a v
* "_;

'

variety of delightful landfcapes. Thirty thou-

fand inhabitants, difhibuted into feventy-three

villages, mare its productions. They fpeak the

Arabic language, and their religion is a very cor-

rupt fort of Mohammed ifm ; their moral prin-

ciples are more refined than they ufually are in this

part of the globe ; the habit they have contracted

of living upon milk and vegetables has given them

an unconquerable averfion for labour. This lazinefs

is the caufe of a particular air of confequence, which

confifts, among perfons of diftinctiori, in fufFering

the nails to grow to an immoderate length. In

order that this negligence may have the appear-

ance of beauty, they tinge their nails with a

yellowifh red, which they extract from a fhrub.

These people, born to be indolent, have loft

that liberty which they, doubtlefs, came hither to

enjoy from a neighbouring continent, of which

they were "the original inhabitants, An Arabian

trader, not quite a century ago, having killed a

Pqrtuguefe gentleman at Mozambique, threw

himfelf into a boat, which chance conducted to

Joanna. This ftranger made fuch good ufe of his

iuperior abilities, and the afliftance of a few of his

countrymen, that he acquired an abfolute autho-

rity, which is ftill maintained by his grandfon.

The change in the government did not at all di-

minifh the liberty and fecuriry enjoyed by the

pngliih, who landed upon the ifland. They con-

tinued to put their fick on more without molefta-

tion,
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"in°
K ti°n> where the wholefomenefs of the air, the ex-

*—y—
' cellence of the fruits, provifions, and water, foon

reflored them to health. They were only obliged to

give a higher price for the provifions they wanted,

for which the following reafons may be affigned.

The Arabians having been induced to frequent

an ifland governed by an Arab, have brought the

Indian manufactures into vogue ; and as the cow-

ries, cocoa-nuts, and other commodities they re-

ceived in exchange, were not fufficient to defray

the expence of this article of luxury, the iflanders

have been obliged to demand money for their

goats and poultry, which they before exchanged

for glafs beads, and other baubles of as little

value. This innovation has not, however, made

the Englifh defert a place of refreshment, which

has no other inconvenience than that of being at

too great a diftance from our latitudes.

A similar inconvenience did not prevent the

Englifn company from extending their trade very

coniiderably. The intercourfe carried on between

one port of India and another was too confined 3

and of too little confequence, to engage their at-

tention for any long time. They were foon fuf-

ficiently enlightened to perceive that it was not for

their interft to continue this kind of commerce $

and therefore invited the private traders of their

own nation to embark in it. They lent them

their afliftance, by taking a mare in their expedi-

tions, and granting them privileges on board their

own fleets, and frequently even undertook to be

the carriers of their merchandife at a low freight,

This
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This generous behaviour reufulting from a national

fpirit, and fo diametrically oppofite to that of

other companies, quickly gave activity, ftrength,

and credit, to the Englifh fettlements. Their

free merchants were foon in polTeffion of a dozen

brigantines, that were employed within the Ganges,

or were difpatched from thence to Acham, Keda,

Johor and Ligor. They fitted out an equal number

of larger veflels from Calcutta, Madras, and Bom-

bay, which frequented all the fea-ports in the eaft.

Thefe veffels would have been ftill more numerous,

had not the company exacted a duty offive per cent.

in all the places where they had fettlements, and

eight and a half per cent, upon all the remittances

made by the free merchants to the capital. When

their neceflities did not compel them to remit

part of thefe unreafonable demands, thefe mer-

chants lent their money upon bottomry, fome-

times to other European merchants that wanted

it, but moft frequently to the captains of mips

belonging to their own nation, who, not being

ftrictly dependent upon the company, can traffic

for others in the voyages they make for them.

At its firfb rife, this great body was ambitious Thecompa-

r • • • C T-l.' •* ny judge it

of maintaining a maritime force. 1 his was quite improper to

laid afide when they refumed their operations in
t2navy.

the time of the Protector. Having nothing then

in view but profit, they refoived to embark the

goods on private bottoms j and what was then

done through neceffity, has fince been continued

through ceconomy. There are merchants who

&irnifh them with fhipSj cpmpletdly rigged and

victualled,
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: victualled, to carry out to India, and bring back

to Europe, fuch a number of tons as they con-

tract for. The time they are to ftay at the place

of their deftination is always fixed, Thofe which

happen to have no cargo to bring back, are ufually

hired by fome free merchant, who engages to

indemnify the owner. Thefe are always the firft

fent home the following year, to prevent their

rigging from being too much worn. In cafes of

necefiity the company will equip them out of their

own ftorehoufes ; but they require the payment of

a ftipulated rate of fifty per cent, advance on them.

The vefTels employed in this navigation carry

from fix to eight hundred tons burden. At their

departure the company occupy juft fo much room

as is fufficient to hold their iron, their lead, their

copper, their woollens, and Madeira wine, which

are the only merchandife they fend to India. The

owners are allowed to ftore the remaining part of

each velfel with the provifions neceffary for fo

long a voyage, and any other articles which the

fociety they are concerned for do not trade in. On
their return, they have likewife a right to affign to

any ufe they think proper a fpace equal to thirty

tons, which, by their contract, is referved to

themfelves : they may even take in the fame articles

as are embarked for the company. Till lately

they ufed to pay the company thirty per cent, on

the value of thefe commodies ; but fince the 21ft

of October 1773, this duty has been reduced to

one half. It was thought that this indulgence

would difpofe the owners and their agents more

2 punctually
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punctually to fulfil their engagements, and would B °
n
° K

put a flop to fraudulent importations. The fpirit
'—i—

'

of humanity, which is more common in free flates

fhan in others, has in England given rife to a very

commendable cuflom : the furgeon of each fhip

that arrives from India receives, befides his pay,

twenty-two livres ten fols *, by way of gratuity

for every man in the fhip's company whom he

brings back to Europe.

The company, difengaged from the trouble Capital of

neceffarily attending the maintenance of a navy, pany.

as well as from the country trade in India, had no

other obje6t to take up their attention than the

commerce carried on directly between Europe and

Ana. They entered upon it with a capital of

8,322,547 livres 10 fols f j and, in 1676, having

by fortunate events been enabled to make a divi-

sion ofcent, per cent, they thought it moft for their

interefl to double their capital. This capital flill

kept increafing, till in 1 702 the two companies that

had fo obflinately oppofed each other, threw their

wealth, their plans, and their hopes, into one com-

mon flock. It has frnce rifen to feventy-two mil-

lions J divided into fh ares, originally of 1,1 25 1[,

and afterwards of 2,250 livres §.

The trade was, in the beginning, carried on Extent of

with great fpirit and fuccefs, notwithflanding the nyVST
fmallnefs of their flock. As early as the year

1628, the company employed twelve thoufand

tons of fhipping, and four thoufand feamen.

* Near 20 fhillings.' f 364,1111. od.-f. + 3,150,000!.

1 Not quite 50I, § Not quite 100L

Their
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K Their expeditions varied in an inconceivable man-

c—-v——> ner -, and were more or lefs confiderable, according

to the ignorance or capacity ofthofe who conducted

them; the different flates of peace or war, the

profperity, or misfortune of the mother country,

the fondnefs or indifference of the Europeans for

Indian manufactures; and the different degrees

of competition they met with from other nations.

Since the beginning of the prefent century, thefe

changes have been neither fo frequent, nor fo re-

markable. The trade has been eftablifhed upon

a more firm bafis, and the fales have rifen to

feventy-eight millions *.

The increafe of their trade would have been

ftiil greater, had it not been for the reflraints that

were laid upon it. To enter into a detail of thefe

would be too long and too minute a taffc. It will

be fufficient to mention^ that every fhip returning

from India is obliged to unlade in England, and

that thofe which bring prohibited goods are com-1

pelled to land them at the port of London. The

cottons and fluffs that come from thefe countries

pay very high duties ; thofe levied upon tea are

Hill higher. If the government hoped, by laying

on fo enormous a tax, to abate the exceffive fond-

nefs of the people for this liquor* its expectations

have not been anfwered.

Tea whas introduced into England by the Lords

Arlington and OfTory, who imported it from Hol-

land in 1666, and their ladies brought it into

fafhion among people of their own rank. At that

* Above 3,400,0001.

time
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time it fold in London for fixty-feven or fixty-eight

livres * a pound, though it coft but three or four at

Batavia. Notwithftanding the price was kept up

with very little variation, the fondnefs for this li-

quor gained ground ; it was not, however, brought

into common ufe till towards the year 17 15, when

green tea began to be drunk, whereas till then no

fort was known but the bohea. The fondnefs for

this Afiatic plant has fince become univerfal. Per-

haps, the phrenzyis not without its inconveniences;

but it cannot be denied, that it has contributed

more to the fobriety of the nation than the fevereft

laws, the raoft eloquent harangues of chriftian

orators, or the beft treatifes of morality.

In 1766 fix millions of pounds of tea were

brought from China by the Englifh, four millions

five hundred thoufand by the Dutch, two millions

four hundred thoufand by the Swedes, the fame

quantity by the Danes, and two millions one

hundred thoufand by the French. The fum total

of thefe quantities amounts to feventeen millions

four hundred thoufand pounds. The preference

given by mod nations to chocolate, coffee, and

other liquors, joined to a feries of obfervations

carefully purfued for feveral years, and the moll

exa£t calculations that can poffibly be made in

fuch complicated cafes, inclines us to think that

the whole confumption throughout Europe does

not exceed five millions four hundred thoufand

pounds. In this cafe, that of Great Britain muft

be twelve millions.

* About 3I.

It
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book It Is univerfally allowed, that there are at leaft

v—-V-—' two millions in the mother country,' and a million

in the colonies, which conftantly drink tea. It is

not unreasonable to fuppofe, that each individual

of thefe confumes four pounds in a year ; but

fhouid the quantity be fomething lefs, the de-

ficiency is fupplied by thofe wrho are lefs attached

to it, and who for this reafon have not been taken

into the account. A pound of tea, which cofts

only thirty fols * in the eaft, conftantly fells in

England for fix livres ten fols-f- including the du-

ty : confequently the rage for this Afiatic plant

cofts the nation about feventy-two millions J.

To oppofe the entries of the cuftom-houfe to this

computation would argue either ignorance or arti-

fice. It is true that the amount of the duties,

which, according to this calculation, ought to be

about 18,000,000 livres ||, is hardly half fo much;

but the contraband trade in this commodity carried

on in England is notorious. The government it-

felf is fo thoroughly convinced of it, that, in order

to leflen it, it has lately lowered the duty twenty

fols § a pound. In all probability it would have

been ftill more generous, had it not unfortunately

been under the neceffity of confiderihg its cuftoms

as a refource of finance, rather than as the regula-

tor of its commerce. This relaxation, which of

itfelf is not fufficient to prevent the teas in the

different ports of Europe from being fmuggled in-

to Great Britain, has been rendered more efflcaci-

* About is. 4d. f Near fix (hillings. J About 3,150,000!.

|| N^ar 790,0001. § iod.

bus
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ous by the national acquifition of the ifle of Man, book
which belonged to the Athol family. u.-v...»j

Though mod branches of the public revenue

have been increafed by an arrangement, which de-

prived the illicit trader of his mod convenient

market, the Indian company have been parti-

cularly benefited by it. As their commodities

were fubjected to higher duties than any others,

the clandeftine importation of them was more com-

mon, and was principally carried on by the ifle

of Man, which is extremely well fituated to re-

ceive every thing that comes from the North.

Tea was the favourite object of this contra-

band trade. The Englifh company will not fail,

in future, to provide as much flock as may

anfwer their demands, and to feeure to them-

felves the advantages which their rivals came

to carry away from them even within the limits of

their own empire.

The teas and other merchahdife that arrive from

India are paid for in money. The government,

which is not ignorant of this, has limited the

exportation of fpecie to 6,750,000 liyres*. This

unaccountable restriction, fo unworthy a commer- 1

cial people, neither has been or can be carried

into execution. The fums registered are always

much higher; but this indulgence does not pre-

vent coniiderable fums from being clandestinely

carried abroad without the knowledge of the

cuftom-houfe officers. Thefe fraudulent practices

have increafed in proportion as the trade has

* About 295,0091.

Vol. I. G p- become
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K became more extenfive; and the money fent out of-

J

v—
* the kingdom has been long computed at one thiixj.

of the profit arifing from the fales.

Thi$ exportation of fpecie would have been

more confiderable, if the company had adhered to

that article in their charter, by which it is pro-

vided, that they fhall export in merchandife of

their own nation, the value of the tenth part of

what they take in money upon their veffels. They

have constantly made a charge for much greater

funis in tin, lead, and Engli.fh cloths^ without

reckoning the profits made in India upon iron from

Sweden and Bifcay, and other articles taken from

feveral countries of Europe.

Tkeir advocates, in order to reinftate them

in the good opinion of the public, which they

have butfeldom enjoyed, have frequently afTerted,

that this body occafioned as much money to be

brought into the country, as they carried out of
!
t. This plea caufed fuch a warm altercation

in the beginning of the prefent century, that the

government thought the queftion not unworthy

of its attention. It was found by confulting the

registers, that from the end of December 17 12

to the end of December 1717, there had been

exported to India 52,563,037 livres 10 fols*.

From all circumftances it appeared, that the

money clandeft in el y carried out amounted, at leaM:

to one half; and that confequently there could

be no miftake in eftimating the amount of both

theie fums at 78,844,566 livres 5 fols f . Thq

* 2,299.632]. 173. rid. f> f 3,449,4491.

fums
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fums remitted home by the company, in the fame B ° ° K

fpace of time, amounted to 75,058,391 livres
k—«

—

J

5 fols*. Thus, fuppofing thefe calculations to be

juft, the confumption of the Afiatic productions in

England for five years, fhould not have rifen lb high

as 3,786,165 livres -f: but there is reafon to believe

that it rofe much higher; and that a great deal of

merchandife apparently fold to foreigners, never

ilirred out of the kingdom. The partiality that has

lately prevailed in favour of Scotch and Irifh linens

printed in England, and the increafe of the filk ma-

nufacture, by leflening the demand for contraband

goods, muft of neceiiity render the commerce of

the Eait more advantageous to the nation. Before

the year 1720, Great Britain annually coniumed

three millions feven hundred and fifty thoufand

yards of India cottons; but this confumption is

greatly diminiilied.

It is not to be fuopofed, that any changes ^:
v ' dcnc,s

x a 3 J fc> or the pro-

COUld happen in the connections of the Indian trade Plielors °

with the ftate in general, without producing fome

alterations in the private fhares of the proprietors.

Their profits have at certain periods been enor-

mousj at others, very (lender. Ths fhares have

been regulated in conformity to thefe variations.

The dividend, which, for a long time, had been

no more than feven per cent.- was, in 1743, raifed

4:0 eight. It was afterwards reduced to fix : in

1766 it rofe to ten, and fince that time to twelve

and a half. This was more than the fituation of

* 3,283,804!. lis. id. T
. f About t6 5,645 1.

G g 2 " the
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the company could afford; fince, at this period^

they had little more remaining than their original

capital. It this be the cafe, how has it happpened

that fo fmall a capital mould, in the opinion of the

public, haye acquired the value of 280,000,000*,

which is the amount according to the price of the

flock.

It is not impoffible to anfwer this objection.,

The enthufiafm of the Englifh is well known.

It has repeatedly been excited by circumftances that

would not have made the leaft impreffion on the

moft volatile and trifling people. An important

event has had a powerful effect, upon the whole na-

tion. They have abandoned themfelves with all

the impetuofity of their character to the vail prof-

peels that were opened to them by the recent con-

queft of Bengal.

Shoulp it be afked, if this aflonifhing revolu-

tion, which has had fo fenfible an influence, both

upon the ftate of the inhabitants of this part

of Afia, and upon the trade of the European

hive hitherl nations in thefe climates, hath been, the confe-
to ob awed.

qUence an(j refult of a fe.ries of political fchemes ?

—

If it be one of thofe events, of which prudence

has a right to claim the merit ? We mail an-

fwer, No. Chance alone has determined it: and

the circumftances that have opened this field of glo-

ry and power to the Englifh, far from promifmg

them the fuccefs they have had, feemed on the con-

trary to threaten them with the mqft fatal reverie of

fortune.

* AboVC I2j2j|0,OCOl,

A PE&
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A pernicious cuftom had for fome time pre-

vailed in thefe countries. The governors of all

the European fettlements took upon them to

grant an affylum to fuch of the native's of the

country as were afraid of oppreffion or punifh-

ment. As they received very confiderable fums

in return for their protection, they overlooked

the danger to which the interefts of their prin-

cipals were expofed by this proceeding. One of

the chief officers of Bengal, who was apprized

of this refource, took refuge among the Engliih

at Calcutta to avoid the punifhment due to his

treachery. He was taken under their protection.

The fubah, juftly irritated, put himfelf at the

head of his army, attacked the place, and took

it. He put the garrifon into a clofe dungeon,

where they were fuffocated in the fpace of twelve

hours. Three and twenty of them only remained

alive^ Thefe wretched people offered large fums

to the keeper of their prifon, to prevail upon him

to get their deplorable fituation re'prefented to the

prince. Their cries and lamentations were fufii-

cient informations to the people, who were touched

with companion; but no one would venture to

addrefs the defpotic monarch upon the fubject.

The expiring Engliih were told that he was afleepj

and there was not, perhaps, a fingle perfon in

Bengal who thought that the. tyrant's ilumbers

fhould be interrupted for one moment, even to

preferve the lives of one hundred and fifty unfor-

tunate men.

G g 3 AdSIirai,
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Admiral Watfon, who was juft arrived in

India with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive who
had fo remarkably diftinguifhed himfelf in the

war of the Carnatic, did not delay to avenge the

caufe of their country. They got together the

Englifh who had been difperfed, and were flying

from place to place; they went up the Ganges in

the month of December 1756, retook Calcutta,

made themfelves matters of feveral other places,

and gained a complete victory over the fubah.

Such a rapid and extenfive fuccefs becomes

in a manner inconceivable, when we confider

that it was only with a body of five hundred men

that the Englifh was to fland againfl the whole
v

force of Bengal. But if their fuperiority was

partly owing to their better difcipline, and to other

evident advantages that the Europeans have in

battle over the Indian powers -, the ambition of

eaftern chiefs, the avarice of their miniflers, and

the nature of a government, whofe only fprings

are fear and prefent intereft, were of frill more

effectual fervice to them : they had experience

enough to take advantage of the concurrence of

thefe feveral circumflances in their firft, as well

as in every fucceeding enterprize. The fubah

was detefted by all his own people, as tyrants

generally are; the principal officers fold their

intereft to the Englifh ; he was betrayed at the

head of his army, the greatefl part of which

refufed to engage; and he himfelf fell into the

hands of his enemies, who caufed him to be

ilrangled in prifon.

The
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They diipofcd of the fubahfhip in favour of B
f*£

K

JafEer-Ally-Khan, the ring-leader ofthe confpiracy •,
*--v—

'

who ceded to the company fome provinces, with

a grant of every privilege, exemption and favour,

to which they could have any pretenfion. But foon

growing weary of the yoke he had brought upon

himfelf, he was fecretly looking out for means to

get rid of it. His defigns were difcovered, and he

was confined in the center of his own capital.

Cossim-Ally-Khan, his nephew, was pro-

claimed in his ftead. He had purchafed that

ufurpation with an immenfe fum of money. But

he did not enjoy it long. Impatient of the yoke,

as his predeceffor had been, he gave fome tokens

of his difpoiition, and refufed to fubmit to the

laws the company impofed upon him. Upon

this the war broke out again. The fame Jaf-

fier-Ally-Khan, whom the Englifh. kept in con-

finement, was again proclaimed fubah of Bengal.

They marched againft Coflim--Ally-Khan. His

general officers were corrupted : he was betrayed

and entirely defeated : too happy, that whilft he

loft his dignity, he {till preferved the immenfe trea-

sures he had amaffed.

Notwithstanding this revolution, Coflim.-

Ally did not drop his hopes of vengeance. Full

of refentment, and loaded with treafure, he fct

out for the nabob of Bennares, chief vifir in the

Mogul's empire. He and all the neighbouring

princes re-united in oppofition to the common
enemy, who threatened them all equally. But

now the conteft lay no longer between them

G g 4 and
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and a handful of Europeans juft arrived from the

coafl of Coromajndel ; they were to engage with the

whole flrength of Bengal, of which the Englifh

were mailers. Elated with their fucceffes, they did

not wait to be attacked ; they fet out directly and

made head againft (o formidable a league, marching

on with all the confidence which Clive could in-

fpire, a leader, whofe name feemed to have become

the pledge of conquer!:. However, Clive did not

care to hazard any thing. Part of the campaign

was fpent in negociations -, but in time the trea-

fures which the Englifh had already drawn from

Bengal, ferved to enfure them new conquefts. The

heads of the Indian army were corrupted j and

when the nabob of Bennares was defirous of

coming to action, he was obliged to fly with his

men without ever being able to engage.

By this victory, the country of Bennares fell

into the hands of the Eneliih. : and it feemed as if

nothing could hinder them from annexing that fo-

vereignty to that of Bengal : but either from mo-

deration or prudence, they were content to levy

eight millions by contribution : and they offered

peace to the nabob on conditions which would

render him incapable of doing them any hurt ; but

fuch as they were, he moil readily agreed to them,

that he might regain the pofleirlon of his own pro-

vinces.

In the midil of thefe calamities, Coflim-Ally

flill found means to preferve part of his trea-

fures, and retired to the Cheyks, a people fituated

in the neighbourhood, of Delhi, from whence

he
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he made an attempt to procure fome allies, and B °
n
° K

to raife~ up a body of enemies to oppofe the '—*——

'

Englifh.

While matters were thus circumftanced in

Bengal, the Mogul having been driven out of

Delhi by the Pattans, by whom his fon had been

ftt up in his room, was wandering from one

province to another in fearch of a place of re-

fuge in his own territories, and requeuing fuc-

' cour from his own vaffals, but without fuccefs.

Abandoned by his fubjec~ls, betrayed by his

allies, without fupport, and without any .army,

he was allured by the power of the Englifh,

and implored their protection -, they promifed to

conduct him to Delhi, and re-efcabliih him on

his thrones but they infilled that he fhould pre-

vioufly cede to them the abfolute fovereignty

over Bengal. This cefllon was made by an

authentic act, and attended with all the forma-

lities ufually practifed throughout the Mogul

empire.

The Englifh, poflefTed of this title, which

was to give a kind of legitimacy to their usur-

pation, at leaf! in the eyes of the vulgar, foon

forgot the promifes they had made. They gave

the Mogul to underftand, that particular circum-

ftances would not fufFer them to be concerned

in fuch an enterprife; that fome better oppor-

tunity was to be hoped for; and to make up

for all his lories, they afligncd him a penfion of

fix millions * with the revenue of Illahabad, and

. * 2,6.2, 5O0I.

Shah
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K ^a ^c^ana^ a<^ or Delhi ; upon which that un-
*—v

—

* fortunate prince was reduced to fubfifl himfelf in

one of the principal towns of the province of

Bennares, where he had taken up his refidence.

Thus the Mogul empire comes to be fhared be-

tween two governing powers, one of which is ac-

knowledged in the feveral diftriifts of India, where

the Englifh company has any eftablifhments and

authority ; the other in fuch provinces as border on

Delhi, and in thofe parts to which the influence of

that company does not extend.

The Englifh, thus become fovereigns ofBengal,

have thought it incumbent on them to keep up

the fhadow of ancient forms, in a country where

they have the lead, and, perhaps, the only power

that is likely to be fecure and lafting. They go-

vern the kingdom ftiil under the name of a fubah,

who is of their nomination and in their pay, and

feems to give his own orders. It is from him

that all publick ads feem to proceed and iflue,

though the decrees are in fact the refult of the

deliberations of the council at Calcutta; fo that

the people, notwithftanding their change of maf-

ters, have for a confiderable time been induced to

believe, that they ftill fubmitted but to the fame

yoke.

If we fhould wifh to know the amount of

the public revenues of Bengal, we fhall find

at the period of its conqueft, it was equal to

fourfcore. millions. *. The outgoings, either for

the government, or defence of the province,

•* 3,500,000.1.

were



III.

IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 459
were flated at forty-one millions * ; fix millions -j- book;

were agreed to be given to the Mogul, and three

millions J to the nabob ; fo that the remainder

to the company was thirty millions §. Their

purchafes in the different marts of India mould

abforb a great part of this fum ; but frill it has

been thought there mud after all remain a fur-

plus of feveral millions to be carried into Great

Britain.

This new arrangement of matters, without

having wrought any fenfible change in the ex-

terior form of the Englifh company, has effen-

tially changed their object. They are no longer

a trading body, they are a territorial power which

farm out their revenues in aid of a commerce

that formerly was their fole exiftence, and which,

notwith (lauding the extenfion it has received, is

no more than an additional object in the vari-

ous combinations of their prefent real grandeur.

The arrangements intended to give liability to

a fituation fo profperous are, perhaps, the molt

reafonable that can be. England has at pre-

fent in India an eftablilhment to the amount of

nine thoufand eight hundred European troops,

and fifty-four thoufand fipahis well armed and

well difciplined. Three thoufand of thefe Eu-

ropeans, and twenty-five thoufand fipahis are dif-

perfed along the borders of the Ganges.

The moft considerable body of thefe troops

has been ftationed in Bennares, once the fource

* i>797>75 o1 - f 262..500I. J 131,2501.

§ 1,312,5001.

or
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b 00 K of Indian fcience, and ftill the molt famous acade-

my of thefe rich countries, where European ava<-

rice pays no regard to any thing. This fituation

is chofen, becaufe it appeared favourable for Hop-

ping theprogrefs of thofe warlike people who might

defcend from the mountains of the north ; and in

cafe of attack, the maintaining of a war in a

foreign territory would be lefs ruinous than in the

countries of which the company is to receive the

revenues. On the fouth, as far as it has been found

practicable, they have occupied all the narrow

paffes by which an enterprising and active adver-

sary might attempt to penetrate into the province.

Dacca, which is in the center of it, has under its

walls a confiderable force always ready to march

wherever their prefence may be neceffary. All

the nabobs and rajahs who are dependent on

the fubah of Bengal are difarmed, furrounded

by fpies in order to difcover their confpiracies,

and by troops to render them ineffectual.

In cafe of any unfortunate revolution which

might oblige the victorious power to change its

quarters, and abandon its pofts, the Englim

have conducted a fort near Calcutta called Fort

William, which, in times of urgent neceffity,.

would ferve as a place of refuge for the army,

mould they be forced to retreat, and give time

to expect the neceffary reinforcements for the

recovery of their fuperiority. This fort is a re-

gular octagon with ei^ht baftions, feveral court-

ter-guards, and fome half moons already begun,

without a glacis, or covered Way, The ditch of

this
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this fort may be about one hundred and fixty feet

broad, its depth nearly eighteen. On the fide of

the Ganges, the place is weakeft, and the curtains

are covered only with redans, over which there is a

double battery raifed on piles. The principal in-

convenience of this citadel, whofe conftruclion coil:

twenty millions *, is, that it does not ferve to pro-

tect Calcutta, which is now become the city of the

greateft importance in India, fince its population has

amounted to fix hundred thoufand fouls, lince im-

mense treafures have been accumulated there, and

fince it is become from a variety of incidents the thea-

tre of a moll extenfive commerce. It muft necefTa-

rily be that the wholefomenefs of the air, and the

advantage of a very forUinate pofition, has prevailed

over every other consideration.

Notwithstanding the wife precautions taken

by the Englifh, they are not, and cannot be,

without apprehenfions. The Mogul power may

gain itrength, and wifh to refcue one of its fin eft

provinces out of the hands of a foreign oppreffor.

They have reafon to fear that the barbarous na-

tions may be again allured by the foftnefs of

the climate. The princes now at variance may,

perhaps, put an end to their contefts, and re-

unite in favour of their common liberty It is not

impofiible but the Indians, who at prefent con-

ftitute the chief force of the victorious Englifn,

may one day turn upon them thofe arms of

which they have been taught the ufe. The

* 875,ocol.

grandeur
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grandeur of the company, which is but imagina-

ry, may, perhaps, moulder away without their

being actually driven from what they poflefs.

It is well known that the Marattas have their

eyes continually turned towards this fine coun-

try, and are conftantly threatening it with in-

vafion. Unlefs the Enedifh are fuccefsful enough

either by bribery or intrigue, to divert the ftorm,

Bengal will be the object of their pillage and

rapine, whatever meafures may be taken to op-

pofe a light cavalry, whofe alertnefs exceeds eve-

ry thing we can fay of it. The incurfions of

thefe ravagers may be repeated ; and then the

company will have lefs tribute to receive, and

their expences will be increafed. Suppofing, how-

ever, that none of the misfortunes we have ven-

tured to forefee, fhould take place, is it likely

that the revenues of Bengal mould always con-

tinue the fame ? This is at leaf! a matter of

doubt. The Engliih Company no longer export

any coin, but even carry away fome for the ufe

of their factories. The agents of the merchants

make immenfe fortunes, and even private perfons

gain a tolerable competence, which they repair

to the mother country to enjoy. The other Eu-

ropean nations find in the treafures of this ruling

power accommodations, which make it unnecef-

iary to introduce new bullion. Mufl not all thefe

combined circumftances neceflarily occafion a de-

ficiency in the finances of thofe countries, which

will fooner or later be felt in the making up of

.the public accounts ?

4 *•.;..> That
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That period might indeed be at fome diftance, B ° :

if the Englifh refpecting the rights of humanity '

—

»
—*

were to rid chofe countries of the oppreffton under

which they have continued to groan for fo many

ages. Then Calcutta, far from being an object

of terror to the Indians, would become a tribunal

always open to the complaints of thole unhappy

fufferers whom tyranny mould dare to molelr.

Property would be held fo facred, that the trea-

fure which has long; been buried would be taken

out of the bowels of the earth, to ferve the pur-

pofe of its diftination. Agriculture and manu-

factures would be encouraged to fuch a degree,

that the exports would become from day to day

more confiderable, and the company by following

fuch maxims as thefe, inflead of being driven to

the necefTi'y of leffening the tributes which they

found eftablifhed, might poffibly find means to

bring about an augmentation confident with the

general fatisfaction of the natives. Let it no be

faid that fuch a plan is chimerical. The Englifh com-

pany itfelf has already proved the poffibility of it.

The Europeans, who have acquired any terri-

tory in India, generally choofe for their farmers

the natives of the country, from whom it is com-

mon to exact fuch confiderable fums in advance,

that in order to pay them they are obliged to bor-

row at an exorbitant intereft. The diurefs, which

thefe greedy farmers voluntarily bring on them-

felves, obliges them to exact of the inhabitants,

to whom they let fome parcels of the land below

their value, fo confiderable a rent, that thefe un-

fortunate
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fortunate perfons quit their villages/ and abandon

them for ever. The contractor, ruined by this in-

cident, which renders him infolvent, is difmiffed to

make room for a fucceffor, who commonly meets

with the fame fate; fo that it very frequently hap-

pens, that nothing but the firit. fum depofited, or

very littled more, is ever received from the eftate.

Different fleps have been taken in the Eng-

lish colonies, on the coaft of Coromandel. It was

obferved that the villages had been formed by fe-

veral families, who for the moll part were con-

nected with each other -

s this has been the reafon

why the cuftora of employing farmers has been

aboliihed. Every land was taxed at a certain rent

by the year, and the head of the family was fe-

curity for his relations and connexions. This me-

thod united the colonics one with another, and

created in them a difpofition as well as the power

of affording each other a reciprocal fupport. This

has occasioned the fettlements of that nation to

rife to the utmoft degree of profperity they were

capable of attaining; while thofe of her rivals were

languishing for want of cultivation and manufac-

tures, and confeqnently of population.

Why mud a mode of conduct which does fo

much honour to reafon and humanity be confined

to the fin all territory of Madrafs ? Can it be true

that moderation is a virtue that belongs only to

a ftate of mediocrity > The Englifh company till

thefe latter times had always held a conduct fu-

pcrior to that of the other fettlements. Their

agents* their factors, were, well chofen. The

moil
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moft part of them were young men of good families,

already intruded in the rudiments of commerce,

and who were not afraid, when the fervice of their

country called upon thc-m, to crofs thofe immenfe

feas which England confiders but as a part of her

empire. The company had generally taken their

commerce in a great point of view, and had almoft

always carried it on like an affociauon of true poli-

ticians as well as a body of merchants,, Upon the

Whole their planters, merchants and foldiers had

retained more honefty, more regularity, and more

firmnefs than thofe of the other nations.

Who would ever have imagined that this fame

company, by a fudden alteration of conduct, and

change of fyftem, could poflibly make the people

of Bengal regret the defpotifm of their ancient

matters ? That fatal revolution has been but too

fudden and too real. A fettled plan of tyranny

has taken the place of authority occafionally ex-

erted. The exactions are become general and

fixed, the oppreffion continual and abioiute. The

deftrudtive arts of monopolies are carried to per-

fection, and- new ones have been invented. Jn a

word; the company have tainted and corrupted the

public fources of confidence and happinefs.

Undlr the government of the Mogul Em-
perors, the fubahs, who had the care of the re-

venues, were, from the nature of the bufinefs,

obliged to leave the receipt of them to Nabobs,

Polygars, and Jemidars, who were a fort of under-

fecurity to other Indians, and thefe Hill to others

;

fo that the produce of the lands pafled on, 'and

Vol. I. H h was
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: was partly funk amidft a multitude of intermediate

hands, before it came into the coffers of the fubah,

who, on his part, delivered but a very fmall portion

of it to the emperor. This adminiftrai ion, faulty

in many refpects, had in it one favourable circnm-

ftance for the people, that the farmers never being

changed, the rent of the farms remained always

the fame ; becaufe the leal! inereafe, as it difturbed

the whole chain of advantage which every one re-

ceived in his turn, would infallibly have occafioned

a revolt : a terrible refource, but the only one left

in favour of humanity in countries groaning under
J DO

the oppreflions of defpotic rulers.

It is probable that in the mid ft of thefe regula-

tions there were many injuries and partial diftreffes.

But, at Ieait, as the receipt of the public monies

was made upon a fixed and' moderate aflefTment,

emulation was not wholly extinguifhed. The cul-

tivators of the land being fure of laying up the

produce of their harveft, after paying with exac^t-

nefs the rate of their farm, affiiled the natural

goodnefs of the foil by their labour ; the Weavers,

mailers of the price of their works, being at li-

berty to make choice of the buyer which belt

fuited them, exerted themfelves in extending and

improving their manufactures. Both the one and

the other, having no anxiety with regard to their

fubfiltence, yielded with fatisfa&ion to the moft

delightful inclinations of nature, or the prevailing

propcnfity of thefe climates ; and beheld in the in-

ereafe of their family nothing more than the means

of augmenting their riches. Such are evidently

the
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the reafons why induftry* agriculture, and popula-

tion* have been carried to luch a height in the

province of Bengal. One would think they might

ftill be carried further under the government of a

free people, friends to humanity ; but the thirft of

money* the moft tormenting* the moft cruel of

all paffions, has given rife to a pernicious and de-

ftrudive government!

The Englifh, become fovereigns of Bengal* not

content to receive the revenues on the fame footing

as the ancient fubahs* have been defirous at once to

augment the produce of the farms, and to appro*

priate to themfelves the rents; To aceomplifh both

thefe objects* they are become the farmers to their

own fubah, that is, to a Have on whom they have

juft conferred that empty title, the more fecurely to

impofe upon the people. The confequence of this

new plan has been to pillage the farmers^ in order

to fubftitute in their room the company's agents.

They have alfo monopolized the fale of fait, tobac-

co, and betel, articles of immediate neceffity irt

thofe countries, but they have done this under the

name, and apparently on the account of the fubah.

They have gone ftill further, and have obliged the'

very fame fubah to eftabliih' in their favour an ex-

clufive privilege for the fale of cotton brought from

any other province, in order to raife it to an exor-

bitant price. They have augmented the duties,

and, toeoclude all, have obtained an edict, which

has been published, to forbid all Europeans, ex-.

cept the Englifh, from trading freely in the in-

terior parts of Bengal.

H h 2 When
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When we reflect on this cruel prohibition, it

feems as if it had been contrived only to deprive

of every power of mifchief that unfortunate coun-

try, whofe profperit'y, for their own intereft, ought

to.be the only object of the Englifh company.

Befides, it is eafy to fee that the avarice of the

members of the council at Calcutta has dictated

that mameful law. Their defign was to enfure

to themfelves the. produce of all the manufactures,

in order to compel the merchants of other nations,

who chofe to trade from one part of India to ano-

ther, to purchafe thefe articles of them at an ex-

orbitant price, or to renounce their undertakings.

But ftill in the mid ft of this overbearing con-

duct, fo contrary to the advantage of their confti-

tuents, thefe treacherous agents have attempted to

difguife. themfelves under the malk of zeal. They

have pretended, that as they were under the necef-

fity of exporting to England a quantity of mer-

chandife proportioned to the extent of her com-

merce, the competition of private traders was pre-

judicial to the purchafes of the company.

Under the fame pretence, and in order to extend

this exclufion to the foreign fettlements while they

appear torefpect their rights, they have of late years

ordered more merchandife than Bengal could ftif-

niih. At the fame time the weavers have been for-

bidden to work for other nations until the Englifh

orders were completed. Thus the workmen, not be-

ing any longer at liberty to choofe among the feveral

purchafers, have been forced to deliver the fruits of

their labour at any price they could get for them.

4 Let
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Let us confider too how.thefe workmen have been B
^n
° K

paid. Here reafon is confounded ; we are at a lofs Wv—

'

for excufes or pretexts. The Englifh, conquerors

of Bengal, poiieflbrs of the imnienfe treafures which

the fruitfulnefs of the foil, and the induftry of the

inhabitants had collected, have debafed themfelves

fo far as to alter the value of the fpecie. They

have fet. the example of this meannefs unknown

to the defpo.tic rulers of Alia ; and it is through

this difgraceful act that they have announced to the

natives their fovereignjtf over them. It is true that

fuch an operation, fo contrary to the principles of

trade and public faith, could not laft long. The

company themfelves found the pernicious' effects

of it, and were refolved to call in all the bafe coin,

in order to replace it with other money, exactly

the fame as that which was always, current in thofe

countries. But let us attend to the manner in which

fo necefTary an alteration was conducted.

They had ftruck in gold rupees to the amount

of about fifteen millions * nominal value, but

which reprefented in fact but nine millions--)* -, for

four-tenths, or fomething more was alloy. . All

who were found to poffefs thefe gold rupees of

falle alloy, were enjoined to bring jhern into the

treafury at Calcutta, where they mould be reim-

burfed. for them in filver rupees; but infread of

ten rupees and a half of filver, which each gold

rupee ought to be worth according to its rate, they

gave them but fix •> fo that the amount of the alloy

became the clear lofs of the creditor,

* 656,25?!. f 393,7501.

H h 3 An
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An opprefljon fo general muft neceffarily be

attended with violence ; and confequently it has

been neceffary feveral times to have recourfe to

force of arms to carry into execution the orders

of the council at Calcutta. Thefe forces have not

been employed againfr. the Indians alone ; tumults

have alfo broken out, and military preparations

been made on all fides, even in the midft of

peace. The Europeans have been expofed to

li^nalacls of holnlity, and particularly the French,

who, notwithstanding their being fo reduced, and

fo weak, have fl ill, excited the jealoufy of their

former rivals.

If to the picture of public diftreffes we were to

acid that of private extortions, we fhould find

the agents of ,the company, almoft every where,

exacting their, tribute with extreme rigour, and

raifmg contributions for them with the utmoft

cruelty. We mould fee them carrying a kind of

inquiiition into every family, and fitting in judg-

ment upon every fortune ; robbing indifcrimi-

nately the artizan and the labourer, imputing it

as a crime that he is not fufficiently rich, and

punifhing him accordingly. We fhould view

them felling their favour and their credit, as well

to opprefs the innocent as to fkreen the guilty.

We mould find in confequence of thefe irregu-

larities, defpair feizing every heart, and an uni-

yerfal dejection getting the better of every mind,

and uniting to put a flop to the progrefs and ac*

|jviry of commerce, agriculture, and population.

IX
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It will be thought, without doubt, after thefe b o o k

details, it was impoffible that Bengal fhould have ' /—

'

freih evils to dread. But, however, as ifthe elements,

in league with mankind, had intended to bring all

at once upon the fame people every calamity that

by turns lays wafte the univerfe, a drought ofwhich

there never had been an inilance in thofe climates,

came upon them, and prepared the way for a moil

dreadful famine in a country of all the moll fertile.

In Bengal they have two harvefls ; one in April,

the other in October. The firft, called the little

harvefl, coniifts of the fmaller grain: the fecond,

filled the grand harveit, is fingly of rice. The
rains which commence regularly in the month of

Auguil, and end in the middle of October, are

the occafion of thefe different productions ; and

it was by a drought which happened in 1769, at

the feafon when the rains are expected, that there

was a failure in the great harveil of 1769, and the

leis harvefl of 1770. It is true that the rice on

the higher grounds did not fuffer greatly by this

difturbance of the feafons, but there was far from

a fufEcient quantity for the nouriihment of all the

inhabitants of the country ; add to which, the

"Englifh, who were engaged before hand to take

proper care of their fubiiflence, as well as of the

fipahis belonging to them, did not fail to keep

locked up in their magazine a part of the grain,

though the harvefl was infufficient. '

They have been accufed of having made a very

bad ufe of that neceffary forefight, in order to

carry on the moil odious and' the mofr criminal of

H.J1.4 all
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all monopolies. It may be true that fuch an in-

famous method of acquiring riches may have

tempted fome individuals ; but that the chief

agents of the company, that the council of Cal-

cutta could have adopted and ordered fuch a

deftrudtive fchemej that, to gain a few millions of

rupees, the council mould coolly have devoted to

deftruction feveral millions of their fellow creat

tures, and by the moft cruel means ; this is a

circumftance we never can give credit to. We
even venture to pronounce it impomble •, becaufe

,

fuch wickednefs could never enter at once into

the minds and hearts of a fet of men, whofe bufi-

nefs it is to deliberate and act for the good of

Others.

But {till this fcourge did not fail to make itfelf

felt throughout the extent of Bengal. Rice, which

is commonly fold at one fol * for three pounds,

Ji as gradually been raifed till it came fo high as to

be fold at four fals ^ per pound, and it has even,

been up to five or fix fols £ ; neither indeed was

there any to be found, except in fuch places where

the Europeans had taken care to collect it for their

Own uie.

The unhappy Indians were every day perifhing

by thoufands under this want of fuftenance, with-

out any means of help and without any refource,

not beino- able to procure themfclves the leaft nou-

rishment. They were to be feen in their villages,

alono- the public ways, in the midit of our Euro-

pean colonies, pale, meagre, fainting, emaciated,

4 l, + i'i X About 34.

confumed
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confumed by famine j fome ftretched on the book

ground in expectation of dying, others fcarce *«—•-*/

able to drag themfelves on to frek for any nutri-

ment, and throwing themfelves at the feet of the

Europeans, intreating them to take chem in as

their flaves.

To this defcription, which makes humanity

fhudder, let us add other objects equally Clock-

ing ; let imagination enlarge upon them, if poili-

ble ; let us reprelent to ourfeives infants deferted,

fome expiring on the breaft of their mothers ;.

every where the dying and the dead mingled

together j on all fides the groans of forrow, and

the tears of defpair -

} and we mall then have

fome faint idea of the horrible fpectacle Bengal

prefented for the fpace of fix weeks.

During this whole time the Ganges was co-

vered with carcafes -, the fields and highways were

choaked up with them •, infectious vapours filled

the air
?

and difeafes multiplied j and one evil

fucceeding another, it was likely to happen,

that the plague might have carried off the re-

mainder of the inhabitants of that unfortunate king-

dom. It appears, by calculations pretty generally

acknowledged, that the famine carried off a

fourth part ; that is to fay, about three millions.

Bur it is ftill more remarkable, and ferves

to characterife the gentlenefs, or rather the in-

dolence, as well moral as natural, of the natives,

that amid ft this terrible diftrefs, fuch a multi-

tude of human creatures* preffed by the moft ur-

gent of all neceflitiesj, remainded in an abfolute

in activity}
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book inactivity, and made no attempts whatever for

*—*—* their felf-prefervation. All the Europeans, efpe-

cially the Englilh, were pofTeiTed of magazines,

and even thefe were not touched ; private houfes

were fo too ; no revolt, no maflacre, nor the

lead violence prevailed. , The unhappy Indians,

refigned to defpair, confined themfel'ves to the

requeft of fuccour they did not obtain, and peace-

ably waited the relief of death.

Let us now reprefent to ourfelves any part'

of Europe afflicted by a fimilar calamity. What
diforder ! what fury ! what atrocious ads ! what

crimes would enfue ! How fhould we have feen

among us Europeans, feme contending for their

food with their dagger in hand, fome purfuing,

fome flying, and, without remorfe, maflacreing

one another ! How ihould we have ktn men

at laft turn their rage on themfelves, tearing and

devouring their own limbs, and, in the blindnels

of defpair, trampling under foot all authority, as

. well as every fentiment of nature and reafon I

Had it been the fate of the Englim to have

had the like events to dread on the part of the

people of Bengal, perhaps, the famine would

have been lefs general and lefs deftru&ive. For

fetting aflde, as perhaps we ought, every charge

of monopoly, no one will undertake to defend

them againft the reproach of negligence and i-n-

fenfibility. And in what crifis have they me-

rited that reproach ? In the very infant of time

when the life or death of feveral millions of

their feiiow-creatures was in their power. One

c would
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tvould think that, in fuch alternative, the very love

of human-kind, that fentiment innate in all hearts,

might have infpired them with refources. Might

not the poor wretches expiring before the eyes of

the Europeans with reafon have cried out, " Is it

" then but for our ruin that you are fertile in

" expedients for your own prefervation ? The im-

" menfe treafures which a long fucceflion of ages

" had accumulated in this country, you have made
" your own fpoils •, you have tranfported them into

" your own country; you have raifed your contribu-

" tions on us ; you have got your agents to receive

" them for you; you are matters of our inter

" rior commerce ; you are the fole managers of

" all our exported merchandife ; your numer-

" ous veffels laden with the produce of our in-

" duftry and our foil, pafs and repafs to the en-

" riching of your factories and your colonies.

" All thefe things you regulate, and you carry

" on folely for your own advantage. But what
*' have you done for our prefervation ? What fleps

" have you taken to remove from us the fcourge

" that threatened us ? Deprived of all aurho-

" rity, dripped of our property, weighed down
" by the terrible hand of power, we can only

<" lift our hands to you to implore your affift-

" ance. Ye have heard our groans; ye have
cc feen famine making very quick advances upon
* e us ; and then ye attended to your own pre-

" fervation. Ye have hoarded up the fmall quan-

" tity of provifions which efcaped the peftilence;

f l ye have filled your granaries with them, and

diftributed
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& o o k a distributed, them among your foldiers. But we,

c—v-*> " the fad dupes of your avarice, wretches in every

" regard, as .well by your tyranny as by your in-

<c difference, ye treat us like flaves, while you

"fuppofe we have any riches; but when it ap-

" pears we. are but a fet of beings-full of wants,

" then you no longer regard us even as fcuman crea-

'* tures. Of what fervice is it to us that you have

" the management of our public forces entirely

" in your hands ? Where are the laws and the"

"„ morals of which ye are fo proud ? What then

" is that government whofe wifdom you fo much
" boaft of? Have you put a ftop to the pro-

" digious exports made by your private traders ?

" Have ye changed the deftination of your ihips ?

" Have they trayerfed the neighbouring feas in

". fearch of the means of fubfiftence for us I

" Have ye requefted it of the adjacent coun-

< c tries ? Ah, why has Providence furTered you to

- " break the chain which attached us- to our ancient

cf Sovereigns ? Lefs grafping, and more humane
tc than ye are, they would have invited plenty from
4C

all parts of Alia; they would have opened every

tc communication •, they would have lavifhed their

" treafures, and have thought they did but enrich,

" themfelves while they preferved their Subjects."

This laft reflection, at leafl, was calculated

to make an imprerTion on the Engliih, fuppofing

even that, every Sentiment of humanity was ex-

tinguifhed in their- hearts by the effects of de-

pravity. The barrennefs had been announced by

a drought s and it is riot to be doubted, that, if

inftead
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i'nftead of having folely a regard to themfelves, and

remaining in an entire negligence of every thing

clih, they had from the flrft taken every precaution

hi their power, they might have accomplifhed the

prefervation of many lives that were loft.

It could not happen otherwife, than that ah

adminiftration fo faulty in itfelf fhould defeat the

means of profperity attached to the poffeflion of

thofe extenfive countries. The company, prefTecl

by real neceffities, and rinding only insufficient re-

fources in thofe treafures which ferve to dazzle

their imagination, has already been obliged to tear

afide the veil which concealed their fituation from

the eyes of all the world. According to a calcula-

tion, authenticated on the firft of January 1773,

the total amount of the company's pofTeffions in

Europe, whether in arrears hereafter to be received,

or in real merchandife now in their ftore-houfes,

or even in immoveables, comes to the fum of

175,156,000 livres* : whereas their engagements

amount to 207,430,000 livres^; fo that there is a

deficiency of 32,274,000 livrest. It is true, that

the means of the company in India, that is to fay,

their fpecie in the chefts of their different fettle-

ments, outftanding debts due to them, the value of

their wares, their civil and military preparations,

their elephants, fhips and their cargoes at fea, form

a capital of 143,939,000 livres ||. On the other

hand, their debts are not lefs than the fum

of 45,726,000 livres§ ; fo that upon the whole, of

* 7,663,0751. | 14,075,062!. IDS. I 1,411,9871. IOS.

, II
6,i97,33 l1 * 5 s* § a>ooo,46zl. ios.

their
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their affairs in India, there is a balance in their fa-

vour of 98,213,000 livres *. From this muft be

deducted what the company owes in Europe, that

is to fay, 32,274,000 livreg -j~, which reduces the

fum of the general account to 65,939,000 livres J

;

and as the amount of their flock is 72,000,000

livres|J ; it follows, that on their capital there is a

real lofs of 6,061,000 livres §. So that, in cafe all

the effects of the company, as well in Europe as in

India, could be converted into money, a fuppofition

extremely in their favour, the proprietors would

not find their original depofit. Doubtlefs it was not

eafy to fufpedt their iituation to be fuch, when we

find the fales of the company have progreffively

rifen from 44,000,000 livres **, the amount of that

in 1762, to 80,000,000 ff, according to the ac-

count of that of 1 769. The trade of the company

has been carried to fuch a pitch, that the fales for

thefe laft ten years, to 177 1 inclufive, have pro-

duced the net fumof 649,207,000 livres JJ. But

is is neceffary to remark, that during the above

period the company paid for different duties, to

which their goods are fubjed, to the amount of

170,665,000 livres Hi, that is more than five and

twenty per cent, on the produce of the fales. And

flill this fum, confiderable as it is, is exclufive of an

annual ftipend of 9,000,000 livres §§ ; on which

condition, government has given up to the com-

pany all territorial rights over Bengal.

* 3,798,068!, 15s. f 1,411,9871. ios. i 2,884,831!. 5s.

||
3,150,0001.. § 265,1681. 153- *'* 1,925,000!.

ff 3jjoo,ooo1. ++28^02,^61.551 (HI 7,466,593-1. I-5S-

SS 393.7J0L ^
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To make good engagements lb extenfive, and

to diftribute at the fame time to the proprietors a

dividend of 9,000,000 livres'*, at the rate of twelve

and a half per cent, the revenues of India ought to

have been managed with great prudence and ceco-

r.omy : then they might have been fufficient, as

well for the purchafes the company make in India,

as for thofe made in China, and they might have

waved fending any fums to their fmall factories. It

was with this confidence that the proprietors of

frock enjoyed quietly their dividend, and even ex-

pected it to be railed by the importation of money

which had been announced to them. But fo far was

the event from anfwering their large expectations,

that the company's agents at Bengal, Bombay, and

Madrafs, have continually drawnupon themtomake

good the infufrlciency of the revenues. The draughts

drawn by tihem during the lafr. five years, viz. from

1768 to 1772, both inclufive, amount to thefum of

49,250,ooolivresf. Thefe draughts havemadeitun-

neceflfary to fend out coin to India, but during the

fome period they have been obliged to remit to.

China the mm of 20,000,000 livresj. And even-

this remittance not having; been anfwerable to the

prodigious purchafes made for the company atCan-

ton, the factory there have been obliged to draw on

them for 7,780,000 livres [j. The company more-

over, have exported to India, within the fame

time, as much as 60,140,000 livres § of merchan-

clife; fo that, bringing together all thefe fums ;
t

* 393,750!. f 2,154,6871. ioi. x 875,0091.

jj
340,8751. § 2,631,1*5),

appears,
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J
tnat during thefe five years, which feemed

likely to be the period of their greater!; profperity,

the company, whether by exportations abroad, or

by draughts paid in Europe, has employed in trade

137,590,000 livres*, which makes the furh of

27,515,000 livres
-f-

communibus annis. ' However^

notwithstanding this prodigious difference between

the fpeculations and the real tranfaclions, if the re-

venues of Bengal had not been fubject to depreda-

tions perhaps unparalleled, the company might

have been enabled to fupport with eafe all their ex-

pences, and frill continue a dividend of twelve and

a half per cent, to the flockholders. The proof of

this will appear in the abftract of their commerce/

calculated upon the receipts and difburfements of

the lad years, on the experience of which it may

be proper to ground our opinion of the actual ftate

of things.

RECEIPT,
Livres.

Produce of their fates, deducting difcount, 78,750,006 %

Produce of duties for the benefit of the]
c6o OOO H

company laid on private trade - - J

Value of 500 tons of faltpetre wanted an- T rcc&
nually for the army ----- - J

Total 79,810,000*

* 6,019,5621. ios. f 1,203,781!. f 3>445>3i2l- IOS >

|| 24,500!. § 11,8751. ** 3-447,9371- i°s -

DISBURSE-
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DISBURSEMENTS.
Livres,

Amount of duties ----- 20^250,000 §
Freight and charges out - - - 1 1,250,000 *

Value of goods annually exported - 1 1,250,000 f
Amount of bullion exported to China, ~j

and of the draughts the factory there
J*

4,500,000 t

draws annually on the company -

The import of five per cent, on the"]

rough produce of the annual fales, > 4,200,000 ||

fet at eighty-four millions

Bills of exchange taken from different"! « o r r

c t j- > 8,080,000 §§
parts of India - - - - -

J
'

Ji

Annual ftipend to be paid to govern-

)

-^
A> 1 ? > 0,000,000 **

ment on account of bengal "J
Annualdividend on the footing oftwelve 1

and a half per cent, per annum
J

9>coo>°oo ft

Intereft of bills beyond what the com-"] .

,

^ 1,120,000 |t
pany receives of government

Total 78,650,000 lllj

If, from the amount of the receipt (rated at

79,810,000, livres §§, we deduct the latter fum of

78,650,000 livres***, the furplus of the receipt

will be 1,160,000 livres iff.

This ftate, the feveral articles of which having

undergone the infpeclion of parliament cannot be

called in queftion, ferves to ihew, that, even fup-

pofing a wifer adminilt ration, both at home and in

India, the proprietors had no reafon to expect any

§ 885,9571. 10s. * 492,1871. 10s. + 492,1871. 10s.

X 196,8751.
i)

183,7501. §§ 353,500!.
** 393>75°1- t+ 393>75°l - XX 49>O0ol «

llll 3»44o»937l. 10s, §§ 3,491,687!. 10s. *** 3,440,9731, :os,

ttf 5°'75°1-

Vol. I. I i advantage
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B o o K advantage beyond the dividend of twelve and a

in. ... -
»

r
-' half per cent, which had been fixed for them.

But, if we afcend from the particular intereft

of the trading company to confiderations of more

extent, what refources, what advantages, does not;

the commerce of India procure to the flate ? The
amount of duties on the company's importations,

the import: of five per cent, on the grofs produce

of their fales, the ftipend exacted by government

on account of Bengal, form a tribute of 33,450,000

livres * paid annually to Great Britain out of the

commerce and pofTeffions of Afia. And fo long

as the public treafure, affifted by this new branch

of revenue, turns it to the improvement of the

power and profperity of the kingdom, the annual

niafs of riches is Hill increafed by the exports of

the company's merchandife; by the charges of

their navigation ; by the benefit of the dividend

at eight and a half above the common intereft •, by

the draughts they pay, fmce thefe draughts are

the reprefentatives of the fortunes made by their

agents in their fervice, and which they return-

home to enjoy. All thefe articles brought toge-

ther conftitute nearly a total of 40,000,000 livres f,

expended on the commerce of India to the ad-

Vantage of the land and manufactures of England :

and yet this fum of 40,000,000 livres {, together

with the other of 33,450,000 livres §, received by

the government, requires no more than an export

of 2, or 300,000 in bullion ||. Thus the public

* 1,463,4371. ios. + 1,750,0001. J 1,750,000!.

§ 1,463,437!. ios. I About 109,000V on an average.

5 treafury
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treafury and the kingdom are equally enriched by B ° o K

the produce of a commerce, which, by the effect *—~v-—

'

of a raoft extraordinary management, threatens

with ruin the very proprietors who farm it out to

their agents.

It is eafy to judge from the fketch juft given,

that for a long time they rauft facrifice their

dividends to clear away entirely that deficiency of

32,000,000 livres *, which has taken place in

their affairs in Europe. But what will be attended

with flill more difficulty will be, to revive in

India the order and ceconomy necefTary for dis-

charging the debt of 45,000,000 livres f con-

tracted there on the company's account.

We muff allow that the corruption to which

the Englifh have given themfelves up from the

firft beginning of their power, the oppreffion

which has fucceeded it, the abufes every day

multiplying, the entire lofs of all principle ; all

thefe circumftances together form a contrail: to-

tally inconfiftent with their paft conduct in India,

and the real conftitution of their government in

Europe. But this fort of problem in morals will

be eafily folved, upon confidering with attention

the natural effect of circumftances and events.

Being now become abfolute rulers in an em-

pire where they were but traders, it was very

difficult for the Englilh not to make a bad ufe of

their power. At a diftance from home, men are

no longer reftrained by the fear of being afhamed

to fee their countrymen* In a warm climate where

* j,490,Coel. f i>968,75ol.

Ii 2 the
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Book the body lofes its rigour, the mind muft lofe fome
i j of its ftrength. In a country where nature and

cuftom lead to indulgence, men are apt to be fe-

duced. In countries where they come for the pur-

pofe of growing rich, they eafily forget to be

juft.

Perhaps, however, in a fituation fo dangerous,

the Englifh would at leaft have preferved fome

appearance of moderation ana) virtue, had they

been checked by the reflraint of the laws : but

there were none to direct or to bind them. The
regulations made by the company, for the carry-

ing on of their commerce, were not applicable

to this new arrangement of affairs ; and the Eng-

lifh government, confidering the conqueft of Ben-

gal but as a help towards increafing numerically

the revenue of Great Britain, gave up to the

company for 9,000,000 livres* per annum the

deftiny of twelve millions of people.

Happjly for this portion of our fellow-crea-

tures, a revolution of a peaceable nature is at

hand. The nation has been ftruck with fuch

enormous exceffes. She has heard the groans of

fuch a number of vj&ims facrificed to the ava-

rice and paffions of fome individuals. The par-

liament is already employed on this great objecl:.

Every detail of that adminiftration is under their

infpeclion, every fact will be cleared up, every

abufe unveiled, and the reafons of them inquired

into and removed. What a light to be prefent-

cd to Europe ! What an example to he left to

pofterky

!
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pofterity ! The hand of liberty is going to weigh B 00 K
the deftiny of a whole people in the fcale of juftice. *— , t

Yes, auguft legiflators, ye will make good our

expectations ! Ye will reltove mankind to their

rights ; ye will put a curb on avarice, and break

the yoke of tyranny. The authority of law,

which is not to be fliaken, will every where take

place of an adminiflration purely arbitrary. At

light of that authority, the monopolift, that ty-

rant over induftry, will for ever difappear. The
fetters which private intereft has riveted on com-

merce, ye will make to give way to general ad-

vantage.

You will not confine yourfelves to this mo.

mentary reformation. You will carry your views

into futurity ; you will calculate the influence of

climate, the danger of circumftances, the con-

tagion of example ; and, to prevent their effects,

you will feleft perfons without connexions, with-

out paffions, to vilit thefe diftant countries ; ifiu-

ing from the bofom of your metropolis, they are

to pafs through thefe provinces, in order to hear

complaints, redtify abufes, redrefs injuries •, in a

word, to maintain and reunite the ties of order

throughout the country.

By the execution of this falutary plan, you

will, without doubt, have done much towards

the happinefs of thefe people; but not enough

for your own honour. One prejudice you have

it ill to conquer, and that viftory is worthy of

yourfelves. Venture to put your new fubjeCts

into a fituation to enjoy the fweets of property,

2 Portion
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book Portion out to them the fields on which they
in. . .

\ -> were born : they will learn to cultivate them for

themfelves. Attached to you by thefe favours,

more than ever they were by fear, they will pay

with joy the tribute you impofe with modera-

tion. They will indraft their children to adore,

and admire your government ; and fucceflive ge-

nerations will tranfmit down, with their inherit-

ance, the fentiments of their happinefs mixed with

,
that of their gratitude.

Then fhall the friends of mankind applaud

your ifuccefs ; they will indulge the hope of feeing

profperity once more revive in a country embel-

lifhed by nature, and no longer ravaged by de-

fpotifm. It will be pleating to them to think that

the calamities which afllifted thofe fertile coun-

tries are for ever removed from them. They will

pardon' in you thofe ufurpations, which have been

only fet on foot for the fake of defpoiling tyrants ;

and they will invite you to new conquefts, when
they fee the influence of your excellent confuta-

tion of government extending itfelf even to the

very extremities of Afia, to give birth to liberty,

property, and happinefs.

END op the FIRST VOLUME.
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